T is neceſſary to the ſucceſs of flat - 
tery, that at be accommodated to 
particular circumſtances or characters, 
and enter the heart on that fide where 
the paſſions ſtand ready to receive it. 
A lady ſeldom liſtens with attention to 
any praiſe but that of her beauty; a 
merchant always expects to hear of his 
influence at the * = - ce 
on the exchange, the height is cre- 
dit, and the extent of his trafſick: and 
the author will ſcarcely be pleaſed with- 
out Jamentations of the neglect of learn- 
ing, the conſpiracies againit genius, and 
the flow ls of merit, or ſome 
praiſes of the magnanimity of thoſe who 
encounter 2 and contempt in the 
cauſe of knowledge, and truſt for the 
reward of their labours to the judgment 
and gratitude of poſterity. 
Au aſſurance of unfading laurels, and 
immortal reputation, is the ſettled reci- 
procation of civility between amicable 
writers. To raiſe monuments more du- 
rable than braſs, and more — 
than pyramids, has been long the com- 
mon of literature; but among the 
mnumerable architects that erect co- 
lumns to themſelves, far the greater part, 
either for want of durable materials, or 
of art to diſpoſe them, ſee their edifices 
periſh as they are towering to comple- 
uon; and thoſe few that for a while at- 
| tratt the eye of mankind, are generall 

| weak in the foundation, and foon fi 
by the ſaps of time. 
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| No place affords a more ſtriking con- 
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OPFINIONUM COMMENTA DELEYT DIES, NATURE JUDICIA CONFIRMAT, 


Cre. 


TIME OBLITERATES THE FICTIONS OF OPINION, AND CONFIRMS THE Dr 
| CISIONS OF NATURE. 


viction of the vanity of human hopes, than 


a publick library; for whocan ſee the wall 


crowdedon every fide by mighty volumes, 
the works of laborious meditation and 
accurate enquiry, now ſcarcely known 
but by the catalogue, and preſerved only 
to increaſe the pomp of learning, with- 


out conſidering how many hours have 


been waſted in vain endeavours, how 
often imagination has anticipated the 

aiſes of futurity, how many ſtatu-s 

ve riſen to the eye of vanity, Low ma- 
ny ideal converts have elevated zeal. 
how often wit has exulted in the eternal 
infamy of his antagoniſts, and dogma- 
tiſm has delighted in the gradual ad- 
vances of his authority, the immutabj- 


lity of his decrees, and the perpetuity . 


of his power. 


Non unguam dedit 
Documenta fors majora, quam fragili lace 
Starent ſuperbi. 


Inſulting chance neꝰ er call'd with louder voice, 
On ſwelling mortalsto be proud no more. 


Of the innumerable authors whoſe 
pertormances are thus treaſured up in 
magnificent obſcurity, molt are forgot- 
ten, becauſe they never deſerved to b. 
remembered, and owed the honours 
which they once detained, not to judg- 
ment, or to genius, to labour or to art, 
but to the prejudice of faction, the ſtra- 
tagem of intrigue, or the ſervility of a- 
dulation. 


Notting is more common than to find 


men 
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men whoſe works are now totally neg- 
lected, mentioned with praiſes by their 
contemporaries, as the oracles of their 
age, and the legiſlators of ſcience. Cu- 
riofity is naturally excited, their volumes 
after long enquiry are found, but ſel- 
dom reward t ay Freed of the ſearch, 
period of time has produced theſe 
bubbles of artificial fame, which are kept 
up a while by the breath of faſhion, and 
then break at once, and are annihilated. 
The learned often bewail the loſs of an- 
cient writers whoſe characters have ſur« 
vived their works; but, perhaps, if wt 
could now retrieve them, we ſhould-find 
them only the Granvilles, Montagues, 
Stepneys, ard Shethelds of their time, 
and wonder by what infatu ion or ca- 
price they could be raiſed to notice, 

It cannot, however, be denied, that 
many have ſunk into oblivion, whom 
it were unjuſt to number with this deſ- 
picable claſs. Various kinds of literary 
fame ſeemed deſtined to various meaſures 
of duration. Some ſpread into exube- 
rance with a very ſpeedy growth, but 
ſoon wither and decay; ſome riſe more 
ſlowly, but laſt Jong. Parnaſſus has 
it's flowers of e 19m fragrance, as 
well as it's oaks of towering height, and 
it's laurels of eternal verdure. 

Among thoſe whoſe reputation is ex- 
bauſted in a ſhort time by it's own lux- 
uriance, are the writers who take advan- 
tage of preſent incidents or characters 
which ſtrongly intereſt the paſſions, and 
engage univerſal attention. It 1s not 


- difficult to obtain readers when we diſ- 


cuſs a queſtion which every one is de- 
firous to underſtand, which is debated 
in every aſſembly, and has divided the 
nation into parties; or when we diſplay 
the faults or virtues of him whole pub- 
lick conduct has made almoſt every man 


his enemy or his friend. To the quick 


circulation of ſuch productions all the 
motives of intereſt and vanity concur; 
the diſputant enlarges his Knowledge, 
the zealot animates his paſſion, and every 
man is deſirous to inform himſelf con- 


cerning affairs ſo vehemently agitated 


and varioufly repreſented. 

It is-(carcely to be zmagined, through 
how many ſubordinations of intereſt 
the ardour of party is diffuſed; and what 
multitudes fancy themſelves affected by 


every latire or panegyrick on a man of 
eminence. 


Whoever has, at any time, 
taxen occaſion to mention him withpraiſe 
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or blame, whoever happens to love or 
hate any of his adherents, as he wiſhes 
to confirm his opinion, and to ſtrengthen 
his party, will diligently peruiſe every 
paper from which he can hope for ſeu- 
timents like his own. An object, how- 


ever ſmall in itſelf, if placed near to the 


eye, will engroſs all the rays of light; 
and a tranſaction, however trivial, ſwells 
into importance when it preſſes immedi. 
ately on our attention. He that hall per- 
uſe the political pamphlets of any paſt 
reign, will wonder why they were ſo ca- 
gerly read, or ſo loudly praiſed. Many of 
the performances which had power to in- 
flame factions, and fill a kingdom with 
confuſion, have now very little effect upon 
a frigid critick ; and the time is coming, 
when the compoſitions of later hire- 
lings ſhall lie equally deſpiſed. In pro- 
portion as thoſe who write on temporary 
ſubjects are exalted above their merit at 
firſt, they are afterwards depreſſed be- 
low it; nor can the brighteſt elegance of 
diction, or moſt artful ſubtilty of reaſon- 
ing, hope for much eſteem from thoſe 
whoſe regard is no lenger quickened by 

curioſity or pride. | 
It is, indeed, the fate of controvertiſts, 
even when they contend for philoſophi- 
cal or theological truth, to be * 
aſide and ſlighted. Either the queſtion 
is decided, and there is no more place 
for doubt and oppoſition; or mankind 
deſpair of . it, and grow 
weary of diſturbance, content themſelves 
with quiet ignorance, and refuſe to be 
haraſſed with labours which they have 
* hopes of recompenſing with Know- 
he authors of new diſcoveries may 
ſurely expect to be reckoned among 
thoſe whoſe writings are fecure of vene- 
ration: yet it often happens that the 
neral reception of a a0 eine obſcures 
the books in which it was delivered. 
When any tenet is generally received 
and adopted as an incontrovertible prin- 
ciple, we ſeldc -n look back to the argu- 
ments upon which it was firſt eſtabliſh- 
ed, or can bear that tediouſneſs of de- 
duction, and multiplicity of evidence, 
by which it's author was forced to re- 
concile it to prejudice, and fortify it in 
the weakneſs of novelty againſt obſti- 

nacy and enyy. ü 

It is well known how much of our 
philoſophy is derived from Boyle's diſ- 
covery of the qualities ot the air; a 
2 0 
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of thoſe WhO now adopt or enlarge his 
theory, very few have.read the detail of 
his experiments. His-name is, indeed, 
reverenced ; but his works are neglect- 
ed ; we are contented to know, that he 
conquered his opponents, without en- 
quiring what cavils were produced a- 
gainſt him, or by what proots they were 
confuted. | ' 
Some writers apply themſelves to ſtu- 
dies boundleſs inexhauſtible, as ex- 
periments and natural philoſophy. Theſe 
re always loſt in ſucceſſive compila- 
tions as new advyances are made, and 
former obſervations} become more fa- 
miliar. Others ſpend their lives in re- 
marks on language, or explanations of 
antiquities, and only afford materials 
for lexicographers and commentators, 
who are themſelves overwhelmed by ſub- 
ſequent collectors, that equally deſtroy 
the memory of their predeceſſors by am- 
plification, tranſpoſition, or contrac- 
tian. Every new ſyſtem of nature gives 
birth to a {warm of expoſitors, whoſe 
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buſineſs is to explain and illuſtrate it, 
and who, can hope to exiſt no longer 
than the founder of their ſect preſerves 
his reputation. * 

There are, indeed, few kinds of com- 
poſition from which an author, how- 
ever learned or ingenious, can hope a 
long eontinuance of fame. He who 
has carefully ſtudied human nature, and 
can well deſcribe it, may with moſt rea- 
ſon flatter his ambition. Bacon, among 
all his pretenſions to the regard of pol- 
terity, ſeems to have pleaſed himſelf 
chiefly with his Eſſays, which come homs 
to men's buſineſs and boſoms, and of which 
therefore he declares his expectation, 
that they will ive as long as books laft. 
It may, however, ſatisfy an honeſt and 
benevolent mind to have been uletul, 
though leſs confpicuous ; nor will he 
that extends his hope to higher rewards 
be ſo much anxious to obtain praiſe, as 
to diſcharge the duty which Providence 
aſſigns him. 
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ON THEMES ALTERNATE NOW THE SWAINS RECITE3 


THE MUSES IN ALTERNATE THEMES DELIGHTs« 


MONG. the various cenſures, 
which the unavoidable compariſon 
of my performances with thoſe of my 
predeceſſors has produced, there is none 
more general than that of uniformity. 
Many of my readers remark the want 
of thoſe changes of colours; which 
formerly fed the attention with unex- 
hauſted novelty, and of that-intermix- 
ture of ſubjects, or alternation of man- 
ner, by which other writers relieved 
wearineſs, and awakened expectation. 

I have, indeed, hitherto. avoided the 
practice of uniting gay and. ſolemn ſub- 
jects in the fame paper, becauſe it ſeems 
abſurd for an author to countera& him- 
ſelf, to preſs at once with equal force 
upon both parts of the intellectual ba- 
ce, or give medicines, which, like the 
double R of Dryden, deſtroy the 
force ot one another. I have endea- 
wured ſometimes te divert, and ſome- 
mes to elevate; but have imagined it an 
ulcleſs attempt to diſturb merriment by 
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ſolemnity, or interrupt ſeriouſneſs b 
drollery. Yet I mall this day publiſh 
two letters of very different tendency, 
which I hope, like tragi-comedy, may 
chance to pleaſe even when they are not 
critically approved. 


TO THE RAMBLER. 


DEAR SIR, 
T HOUGH, as my mamma tells me, 

I am tco young to talk at the table, 
I have great pleaſure in liſtening to the 
converſation of learned men, eſpecially 
when they diſcourſe of things which I 
do not underſtand; and have, therefore, 
been of late particularly delighted with 
many diſputes about the alteration of 
the ſtile, which, they ſay, is to be made 
by act of parliament. 

One day when my mamma was gone 
out of the room, I aſked a very great 
ſcholar what the file was? He told me, 
he was afraid I ſhould hardly unter- 
ſtand him when he informed me, that it 
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was the ſtated and eſtabliſned method of 
computing time. It was nat, indeed, 
likely that I ſhould underſtand him; for 1 
never yet knew time computed in my life, 
nor can imagine why we ſhould be at ſo 
much trouble to count what we cannot 
keep. He did not tell me whether we 
are to count the time paſt, or the time to 
come; but I have conſidered them both 
by myſelf, and think it as fooliſh to 
count time that is gone, as money that 
is ſpent; and as for the time which is to 
come, it only ſeems farther off by count- 
ing; and therefore when any pleaſure is 
promiſed me, I always think of the time 
as little as I can. 

I have fince liſtened very attentively 
to every one that talked upon this ſub- 
jet, of whom the greater part ſeem not 
to underſtand it better than myſelf; for 
though they often hint how much the 
nation has been miſtaken, and rejoice 
that we are at laſt growing wiſer than 
our anceſtors, I have never been able to 
diſcover from them, that any body has 
died ſooner or been married later for 
counting time wrong; and therefore I 
began to fancy that there was a great 
buſtle with little conſequence. 

At laſt, two friends of my papa, Mr. 
Cycle, and Mr. Starlight, being, it 
ſeems, both of high learning, and able 
to make an almanack, began to talk 
about the new ſtyle. Sweet Mr. Star- 
light—T am ſure I ſhall love his name as 
long as I live; for he told Cycle round- 
ly, with a fierce look, that we ſhould 
never be right without a year of confu- 
ion. Dear Mr. Rambler, did you ever 
hear any thing ſo charming? a whole 
year of confuſion! When there has been 
2 rout at mamma's, I have thought one 
night of confuſion worth a thouſand 
nights of reſt; and if I can but ſee a 
vear of confuſion, a whole year of cards 
in one room, and dancings in another, 
here a feaſt, and there a maſquerade, 
and plays, and coaches, and hurries, 
and meſſages, and milliners, and raps at 
the door, and viſits, and frolicks, and 
new faſhions, I thall not care what they 
do with the reſt of the time, nor whether 
they count it by the old ſtyle or the new; 
for I am reſolved to break looſe from 
the nurſery in the tumult, and play my 
part among the reſt; and it will be ſtrange 
if T cannot get a huſband and a chariot 
in the year of confuſion. 

Cycle, who is neither ſo young nor 
10 haudiome as Starlight, very gravely 
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maintained, that all the lexit 
be avoided by leaping 1 ton 
in the reckoning ; and indeed, if it 
ſhould come only to this, I think the 
new ſtyle is a delightful thing; for my 
mamma ſays I ſhall go to court when | 
am ſixteen, and if they can but centrive 
often to leap over eleven days together, 
the months of reſtraint will ſoon be at 
an end. Tt is ſtrange, that with all the 
plots that have been laid againſt time, 
they could never kill it by act of parlia. 
ment before. Dear Sir, if you have 
any vote or intereſt, get them but for 
once to deſtroy eleven months, and then 
I ſhall be as old as ſome married ladies, 
But this is defired only if you think 
they will not comply with Mr. Star- 
light's ſcheme ; for nothing ſurely could 
P eaſe me like a year of confuſion, when 
ſhall no longer be fixed this hour to my 
pen and the next to my needle, or wait 
at home for the dancing-maſter one day, 
and the next for the muſick-maſter, but 
run from ball to ball, and from drum to 
drum; and ſpend all my time without 
taſks, and without account, and go out 
without telling whither, and come home 
without to preſcribed hours, or 
family-rules. I am, Sir, 
Your humble Servant, 
PROPERANTIA. 
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I Was ſeized this morning with an un- 

uſual penſiveneſs, and finding that 
books only ſerved to heighten it, took 
a ramble into the fields, in hopes of re- 
lief and invigoration from the keennes 
of the air and brightneſs of the ſun. 

As I wandered wrapped up in 
thought, my eyes were ſtruck with tue 
hoſpital for the reception of deſerted in. 
fants, which I ſurveyed with pleaſure, 
till by a natural train of ſentiment, I 
began to reflect on the fate of the mo- 
thers. For to what ſhelter can they fly? 
Only to the arms of their betrayer, which 
perhaps are now no longer open to re. 
ceive them; and then how quick muſt 
be the tranſition from deluded virtue to 
ſhameleſs guilt, and from ſhamelels guilt 
to hopeleſs wretchedneſs 

The anguiſh that I felt, left me "9 
reſt till I had, by your means, addreſſc 
myſelf to the publick on behalf of tho! 
forlorn creatures, the women of the 
town ; whoſe miſery here might fatisfy 
the moſt rigorous cenſor, and whole par- 


ticipation of our common nature — 
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ſurely induce us to endeavour, at leaſt, 
their preſervation from eternal puniſh- 
ment. 

Theſe were all once, if not virtuous, 
at leaſt innocent; and might ſtill have 
continued blamelefs and eaſy, but for 
the arts and infinuations of thoſe whoſe 
rank, fortune, or education, furniſhed 
them with means to corrupt or to delude 
them. Let the libertine reflect a mo- 
ment on the ſituation of that woman, 
who, being forſaken by her betrayer, is 
reduced to the neceſſity of turning pro- 
ſtitute for bread, and judge of the enor- 
mity of his guilt by the evils which it 
produces. « 

It cannot bedoubted but that numbers 
follow this dreadful courſe of life with 
ſhame, horror, and regret ; but where 
can they hope for refuge? The world 
« js not their friend, nor the world's law. 
Their ſighs, and tears, and groans, are 
eriminal in the eye of their tyrants, the 
bully and the bawd, who fatten on their 
miſery, and threaten them with want or 
a gaol, if they ſhew the leaſt deſign of 
eſcaping from their bondage. 

To wipe all tears from off all faces, 
is a taſk toohard for mortals; but to al- 
leviate misfortunes is often within the 
moſt limited power : yet the opportuni- 
ties which every day affords of relieving 
the moſt 1 of human beings 
are over- looked and neglected, with 
equal diſregard of policy and goodneſs. 
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There are places, indeed, ſet apart, to 


which theſe unhappy creatures may re- 
ſort, when the diſeaſes of incontinence ſeize 
upon them; but if they obtain a cure, to 
what are they reduced? Either to return 
with the ſmall remains of beauty to their 
former guilt, or periſh in the ſtreets with 
nakedneſs and hunger. 

How frequently have the gy and 
thoughtleſs, in their evening t:olicks, 
ſeen a band of theſe miſerable females, 
covered with rags, ſhivering with cold, 
and pining with nunger; and, without 
either pitying their calamities, or refle&- 
ing upon the cruelty of thoſe who per- 
haps firſt ſeduced them by careſſes of 
fondneſs, or magnificence of promiſes, 

on to reduce others to the ſame 
wretchedneſs by the ſame means? 

To ſtop the increaſe of this deplorable 
multitude, is undoubtedly the firſt and 
moſt preſſing conſideration, To pre- 
vent evil is the great end of government, 
the end for which vigilance and ſeverity 
are properly employed. But furely 
thoſe whom paſſion or intereſt have al- 
ready depraved, have ſome claim to 
compaſſion, from beings equally frail 
and fallible with themſelves. Nor will 
they long groan in their preſent afflic- 
tions, it none were to refuſe them relief, 
but theſe that owe their exemption from 
the ſame diſtreſs only to their wiſdom 
and their virtue. I am, &c. 

AMICUS. 


Ne CVIII. SATURDAY, MARCH 30, 1751. 


EAPERE AUDE, 


INCIPE, 


VIVENDI RECTE QUI PROROGAT HORAM, 


RUSTICUS EXPECTAT DUM DEFLUAT AMNIS! AT III 
JLABITUR, ET LABETUR IN OMNE VOLUBILIS AVUM- 


Hor. 


BEGIN, BE BOLD, AND VENTURE TO BE WISE; 

HE WHO DEFERS TRIS WORK FROM DAY TO DAY, 

DOES ON A RIVER'S BANK EXPECTING STAY, 

TILL THE WHOLE STREAM, WHICH STOPP'D HIMy, SHOULD RE GONE, 
THAT RUNSy AND, AS IT RUNS, FOR EVER WILL RUN ON. 


* 


A* ancient poet, unreaſonably diſ- 
| £ A contented at the preſent ſtate of 
things, which his ſyſtem of opinions 
obliged him to repreſent in it's worſt 
form, has obſerved of the earth, * that 
„it's See part is covered by the un- 
* inhabitable ocean; that of the reſt, 


© ſome iy encumbered with naked moun- 
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tains, and ſome loſt under barren 
ſands ; ſome ſcorched with unintermit- 
ted heat, and ſome petrified with per- 
« petual froſt; ſo that only a few regions 
© remain for the production of fruits, 
© the paſture of cattle, and the accom 
© modation of man. | 
The ſame obſervation may be tranſ- 
| ferred 
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ferred to the time allotted us in our pre- 
Tent ſtate. When we have deducted all 
that is abſorbed in ſleep, all that is ine- 
vitably appropriated to the demands of 
nature, or irreſiſtibly engroſſed by the 
tyranny of cuſtom; all that paſſes in re- 


pulating the ſuperficial decorations of 
1 


fe, or is given up in the reciprocations 
of civility to the diſpoſal of others; all 


that is torn from us by the violence of 
diſeaſe, or ſtolen imperceptibly away by 
laſſitude and languorz we ſhall 


find that 
part of our duration very ſmall of which 
we can truly call ourſelves maſters, or 


"which we can ſpend wholly at our own 


choice. Many of our hours are loſt in 


'a rotation of petty cares, in a conſtant 


recurrence of the ſame employments; 
many of our proviſions for ea'e or hap- 
pineſs are always exhauſted by the pre- 


ſent day; and a great part of our exiſt- 


ence ſerves no other purpoſe, than that 
of 15 4 us to enjoy the reſt, 
Of the few moments which are left in 


our diſpoſal, it may reaſonably be ex- 


petted, that we ſhould be ſo frugal as to 
E none of them flip from us without 
ſome equivalent; ind perhaps it might 
be found, that as the earth,- however 
ftraitened by rocks and waters, is capa- 
ble of producing more than all it's inha- 
bitants are able to conſume, our lives, 
though much contracted by incidental 
dliſtraction, would yet afford us a large 
ſpace vacant to the exerciſe of reaſon and 
virtue; that we want not time but dili- 
gence, for great performances; and chat 
we ſquander much of our allowance, 
even while we think it ſparing and in- 
ſufñcient. 

This natural and neceſſary comminu- 
tion of our lives, perhaps, often makes 


us inſenſible of the negligence with which 


we ſuffer them to ſlide away. We never 
conſider ourſelves as poſſeſſed at once of 
time fufficzent for any great deſign, and 


therefore indulge ourſelves in fortuitous 


amuſements. We think it unneceſſary 
to take an account of a few ſupernume- 
rary moments, vhich, however employed, 
could have produced little advantage, 
and which were expoſed to a thouſand 


chances of diſturbance and interruption, 


It is obſervable, that either by nature 
or by habit, our faculties are fitted to 
images of a certain extent, to which we 
adjuſt great things by diviſion, and little 
things by accumulation. Of extcnſive 
ſurfaces we can only take a ſurvey, as 
theparts ſucceed one another; and atoms 


we cannot perceive, till they are uniteg 
unto maſſes. Thus we break the vaſt 
periods of time into centuries and years; 
and thus, if we would know the amount 
of moments, we muft agglomerate them 
into days and weeks. 

The proverbial oracles of our parſi- 
monious anceſtors have informed us 
that the fatal waſte of fortune is by ſmall 
expences, by the prof uſion of ſums too 
little ſingly to alarm our caution, and 
which we never ſuffer ourſelves to con- 
ſider together. Of the fame kind is the 
e en of life; he that hopes to lock 

ack hereafter with ſatisfaction upon 
paſt years, mult learn to know the pre. 
ſent value of ſingle minutes, and endea. 
vour to let no particle of time fall uſelets 
to the ground. 

It is uſual for thoſe who are adviſed 
to the attainment of any new qualifica- 
tion, to look upon themſelves as required 
to change the gencral courſe of their 


conduct, to diſmiſs buſmeſs, and exclude 


pleaſure, and to devote their days and 
nights to a particular attention. But all 
common degrees of excellence are attain- 


able at a lower 2 he that ſhould 


ſteadily and reſolutely aſſign to any 
ſcience or language thoſe interſtitial ya- 
cancies which intervene in the mol: 
crowded variety of diverſion or emplov- 
ment, would find every day new irra- 
diations of knowledge, and diſcover how 
much more is to be hoped from fre- 
quency and perſeverance, than fron v10- 
lent efforts and ſudden defires; efforts 
which are ſoon remitted when they en- 
counter difficulty, and defires which, it 
they are indulged tao often, will ſhake 
off the authority of reaſon, and range 
capriciouſly from one object to another. 

The diſpoſition to defer every import- 
ant deſign toa time of leiſure, and a ſtate 
of ſettled uniformity, proceeds generally 
from a falſe eſtimatè of the human pow- 
ers. If we except thoſe gigantick and 
ſtupendous intelligences who, are ſaid to 
graſp a ſyſtem by intuition, and bound 
forward from one ſeries of concluſions 
to another, without regular ſteps through 
intermediate propoſitions, the moſt ſuc- 
ceſsful ſtudents make their advances in 
knowledge by ſhort flights, between each 
of which the mind may lie at reſt. For 
every ſingle act of progreſſion a ſhort 
time is ſufficient; and it is only neceſſary, 
that whenever that time is afforded, it 
will be well emploved. 


Few minds will be long ay tO 
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fevers and labotious meditation; and 
when a ſucceſsful attack on knowledge 
has been made, the ſtudent recreates 
himſelf with the contemplation of his 
conqueſt, and forbears another incur- 
fon, till the new - acquired truth has be- 
come familiar, and his curioſity calls upon 
him for freſh gratifications. Whether 
the time of intermiſſion is ſpent in com- 


pany, or in ſolitude, in neceſſary buſi- 


nels, or in voluntary levities, the under- 
ſtanding is equally abſtracted from the 
object of enquiry ; but, perhaps, if it be 
detained by occupations leſs pleaſing, it 
returns again to ſtudy with greater ala- 
crity, than when it is glutted with ideal 
pleaſures, and ſurfeited with intempe- 
rance of application. He that will not 
ſuſfer himſelf to be diſcouraged by fan- 


cied impoſſibilities, — ſometimes find 
t 


his abilities invigorated by the neceſſity 
of exerting them in thort intervals, as 
the force of a current is increaſed by the 
contraction of it's channel. | 
From ſome cauſe like this, it has pro- 
bably proceeded, that among thoſe who 
have contributed to the advancement of 
learning, many have riſen to eminence 
in oppoſition to all the obſtacles which 
external circumſtances could place in 
their way, amid{ the tumult of buſinets, 
the diſtreſſes of poverty, or the diſſipa- 


tions of a wandering and unſettled ſtate. 


A great part of the life of Eraſmus was 
one continual peregrination; ill ſupplied 
with the gifts of fortune, and led from 
city to city, and from kingdom to king- 
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dom, by the hopes of patrons and pre- 
ferment, . which always flattered 
and always deceived him; he yet found 
means by unſhaken conſtancy, and a 
vigilant improvement of thoſe hours 
which, in & midſt of the moſt reſtleſs 
activity, will remain unengaged, to write 
more than another in the ſame condition 
would have hoped to read. Compelled 
by want to attendance and ſolicitation, 
and ſo much verſed in common life, that 
he has tranſmitted to us the moſt perfect 
delineation of the manners of his age, 
he joined to his knowledge of the world, 
ſuch application to books, that he will 
ſtand 2 ever in the firſt rank of literary 
heroes. How this proficiency was ob- 
tained he ſufficiently diſcovers, by in- 
forming us, that the Praiſe of Folly, one 
of his moſt celebrated performances, was 
compoſed by him on the road to Italy; 
ne totum illud tempus quo equo fuit inſi- 
dendum, illiteratis fabulis tereretur—lc(t 
the hours which he was obliged to ſpend 
on horſeback ſhould be tattled away 
without regard to literature. 

An Italian philoſopher expreſſed in 
his motto, that time was his eftate; an 
eſtate indeed, which will produce nothing 
without cultivation, but will always 
abundantly repay the labours of induſ- 
try, and ſatisfy the moſt extenſive deſires, 
if no part of it be ſuffered to lie waſte 
by nl gence, to be over-run with noxi- 
ous plants, or laid out for ſhew rather 
than for uſe. 


Ne CIX. TUESDAY, APRIL 2, 1751. 


GRATUM EST, QUOD PATRIZE CIVEM, POPULOQUE DEDISTI, 
$I FACIS UT PATRIA SIT IDONEVS, UTILIS AGIS, 
UTILIS ET BELLORUM PACIS REREUS AGENDIS. 


- PLURIMUM ENIM INTERERIT, QUVIBUS AR TIBUs, ET QUIBUS HUNC TU 


MORIBUS INSTITUTAS. 


Jvy. 


GRATEFUL THE GIFT! A MEMBER TO THE STATE, 

IF YOU THAT MEMBER USEFUL SHALL CREATE 

TRAIN'D BOTH TO WAR, AND WHEN THE WAR SHALL CEASE, 
AS FOND, AS FIT T' IMPROVE THE ARTS OF PEACE. 

FOR MUCH IT BOOTS WHICH WAY YOU TRAIN YOUR BOY, 


THE HOPEFUL OBJECT OF YOUR FUTURE JOY, 


TO THE RAMBLER. 
$18, | 
HOUGH you ſeem to have taken 
a view ſufſiciently extenſive of the 


miſeries of life, and have employed much 


ELrüilxs rox. 


of your ſpeculation on mournful ſub. 
jects, you have not yet echauſted the 
whole ſtock of human infelicity. There 
is till a ſpecies of wretchedneſs which. 
eſcapes your obſervation, though it might 
ſupply 


* 
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ſupply you with many ſage remarks, and 
ſalutary cautions. 

I cannot but imagine the ſtart of at- 
tention awakened by this welcome hint 
and at this inſtant ſee the Rambler ſnuff- 
ing his candle, rubbing his ſpectacles, 
ſtirring his fire, locking out interrup- 
tion, and ſettling himſelf in his eaſy- 
chair, that he may enjoy a new calamity 
without diſturbance. For, whether it 
be that continued ſickneſs or misfor- 
tune has acquainted you only with the 
bitterneſs of being; or that you imagine 
none but yourſelt able to diſcover what 
I ſuppoſe has been ſeen and felt by all 
the inhabitants of the world ; whether 
you intend your writings as antidotal to 
the levity and merriment with which 
your rivals endeavour to attract the fa- 
vour of the publick ; or fancy that you 
have ſome particular powers of dolorous 
declamation, and warble out your groans 
with uncommon elegance or energy; it 
is certain, that whatever be your ſubject, 
melancholy for N moſt part burſts in 
upon your ſpeculation, your gaiety is 
— 9 and though Tor read- 

ers may be flattered with hopes of plea- 
fantry, they are ſeldom diſinifſed but 
with heavy hearts. 

That I may therefore gratify you with 
an imitation of your own ſyllables of 
ſadneſs, I will inform you that I was 
condemned by ſome diſaſtrous influence 
to be an only ſon, born to the . erer 
proſpect of a large fortune, and allotted 
to my parents at that time of life when 
ſatiety of common diverſions allows the 
mind to indulge parental affection with 

reater intenſeneſs. My birth was cele- 

rated by'the tenants with feaſts, and 
dances, and bagpipes; congratulations 
were ſent from every family within ten 
miles round; and my parents diſcovered 
in my firſt cries ſuch tokens of future 
virtue and underſtanding, that they de- 
clared themſelves determined to devote 
the remaining part of lite to my happi- 
neſs and the increaſe of their eſtate. 

The abilities of my father and mother 
were not perceptibly unequal, and edu- 

cation we wen neither much advantage 
over the other. They had both kept 

company, rattled in chariots, glit- 
tered in playhouſes, and danced at court, 
and were both expert in the games that 
were in their time called in as auxiliaries 
againſt the intruſion of thought. 
| When there is ſuch a parity between 
two perſons aſlociated for life, the de- 


jection which the huſband, if he be not 
completely ſtupid, muſt always ſuffet 
for want of ſuperiority, ſinks him to 
ſubmiſhveneſs. My mamma therefore 
governed the family without controul ; 
and except that my father {till retained 
ſome 1 in the ſtables, and now and 
then, after a upernumerary bottle, broke 
a looking-glais or china diſh to prove 
his ſovereignty, the whole courſe of the 
year was regulated by her direction, the 
ſervants received from her all their or- 
ders, and the tenants were continued or 
diſmiſſed at her diſcretion. 

She therefore thought herſelf entitled 
to the ſuperintendance of her ſon's edu. 
cation; and when my father, at the 
inſtigation of the parſon, faintly pro- 
poſed that I ſhould be ſent to ſchool, 
very poſitively told him, that ſhe would 
not ſuffer ſo Abe a child to be ruined; 
that ſhe never knew any boys at a gram- 


mar- ſchool that could come into a room 


without bluſhing, or ſit at the table with- 
out ſome awkward uneaſineſs; that they 
were always putting themſelves into 
danger by boiſterous plays, or vitiating 
their behaviour with mean company ; 
aud that, for her part, ſhe would rather 
follow me to the grave, than ſee me tear 
my clothes, and hang down my head, 
and ſneak: about with dirty ſhoes and 
blotted fingers, my hair unpowdered, 
and my hat uncoched. 

My father, who had no other end in 
his propoſal than to ap wile and 
manly, ſoon acquieſced, ſince I was not 
to live by my learning; for indeed he 
had known very few ſtudents that had 
not ſome ſtiffneſs in their manner, They 
therefore agreed, that a domeſtick tutor 
ſhould be procured, and hired an honeſt 
gentleman of mean converſation and 
narrow ſentiments, but whom, having 
paſſed the common forms of literary 
education, they implicitly concluded 
qualified to teach all that was to be 
learned from a ſcholar. He thought 
himielf ſufficiently exalted by being 
placed at the fame table with his pupil, 
and had no other view than to perpetu- 
ate his felicity by the utmoſt flexibility 
of ſubmiſſion to all my mother's opi- 
nions and caprices. He 1 tool 
away my book, leſt I ſhould mope with 
too much application, charged me never 
to write without turning up my ruffles, 
and generally bruſhed my coat before hc 
difiniſſed me into the parlour. 

He had no occaſion to complain 0 
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company, and ſuffered me not to paſs 
any more time in his apartment than my 
leſſon required. When I was ſummon- 
ed to my taſk, ſhe enjoined me not to 
t any of my tutor's ways, who was 
ſeldom mentioned before me but tor 
practices to be avoided. I was every 
moment admoniſhed not- to lean-on my 
chair, croſs my legs, or ſwing my hands 
like my tutor; and once my mother very 
ſeriouſly deliberated upon his total 
diſmiſſion, becauſe 1 began, ſhe ſaid, to 
learn his manner of ſticking on my hat, 
and had his. bend in my ſhoulders, and 
his totter in my gait. 

Such, however, was her care, that I 
eſcaped all theſe depravities, and when 
] was only twelve years old, had rid 
myſelf of every appearance of childiſh 
ditfidence. I was celebrated round the 
country for the petulance of my remarks, 
and the quickneſs of my replies; and 
many a ſcholar five years older than my- 
ſelf have I daſhed into confuſion by the 
ſteadineſs of my countenance, ſilenced 
by my readineſs of repartee, and tor- 
tured with envy, by the addreſs with 
which I picked up a fan, preſented/a 
inuff-box, or received an empty tea- cup. 

At fourteen I was completely ſkilled 

in all the niceties of dreſs, and I could 
not only enumerate all the variety of 
hlks, and diſtinguiſh the product of a 
French loom, but dart my.eyes through 
z numerous company, and obſerve every 
deviation from the reigning mode. I 
was univerſally {kiiful in all the changes 
of expenſive finery; but as every one, 
they ſay, has ſomething to which he is 
particularly born, was eminently know- 
ing in Bruſſels lace. 
The next year ſaw me advanced to the 
truſt and power of adjuſting the cere- 
monial of an afſembly. All received 
their partners from my hand, and to me 
wery ſtranger applied for introduction. 
My heart now diſdained the inſtructions 
or 2 tutor, who was rewarded with a 
ſmall annuity for life, and left me qua- 
lified, in my own opinion, to govern 
myſelf. 

In a ſhort time T came to London, and 
48 my father was well known amon 
the 1 claſſes of life, ſoon obtain 
aimiſhon to the moſt ſplendid aſſem- 
blies and moſt crowded card - tables. 
Here 1 found myſelf univerſally careſ- 
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o burthenſome an employment; for my 
* judiciouſly conſidered, that 
I was not likely to grow politer in his 


have made my addreſles, ſuffer me to 


2 
| —. 
ſed and applauded: the ladies praiſed the. 
fancy of my cloaths, the beauty of my 
form, and the ſoftneſs of my voice; en- 
deavoured in every place to force them- 
ſelves to my notice; and invited by a 
thouſand "oblique ſolicitations my at- 
tendance to the playhouſe, and my falus 
tations in the park. I was now happy 
to the utmoſt extent of my conception; 
I paſſed every morning in dreſs, every 
afternoon in viſits, and every night in 
ſome ſelect aſſemblies, where neither 
care nor knowledge were ſuffered to mo- 

leſt us. 

After a few years, however, theſe de- 
lights became familiar, and I had leiſure 
to look round me with more attention. 
I then found that my flatterers had very 
little power to relieve the langour of 
ſatiety, or recreate wearineſs, by varied 
amuſement ;z and therefore endeavoured 
to enlarge the ſphere of my pleaſures, 
and to try what ſatisfaction might be 
found in the ſociety of men. I will nog 
deny the mortification with which I per- 
ceived, that every man whoſe name 1 
had heard mentioned with reſpect, re- 
ceived me with a kind of tenderneſs 
nearly bordering on compaſſion ; and 
that thoſe whoſe reputation was not well 
eſtabliſhed, thought it neceſſary to juſti- 
fy their underſtandings, by treating me 
with contempt. One of theſe wit ings 
elevated his creſt, by aſking me in a full 
coffee-houſe the price of patches; and 
another whiſpered: that he wondered why 
Miſs Friſk did not keep me that after- 
noon to watch her ſquirrel. | 

When I found myſelf thus hunted 

from all maſculine converſation by thoſe - 
who were themſelves barely admitted, 1 
returned to the ladies, and reſolved to 
dedicate my life to their ſervice and 
N But I find that I have nor 
oſt my charms. Of thoſe with whom 
I entered the gay world, ſome are mar- 
ried, ſome have retired, and ſome have 
ſo much changed their opinion, that they 
ſcarcely pay any regard to my civilities, * 
if there is any other man in the place. 
The new flight of beauties to 52 1 


pay the treat, and then titter with boys. 
So that I now find myſelf welcome only 
to a few grave ladies, who, unacquaint- 
ed with all that gives either uſe or dig- 
nity to life, are content to paſs their 
hours between their bed and their cards, 
without eſteem from the old, or reverence: 


from the young. 
7 * Ii I cannot 


* 


— 
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Y cannot but think, Mr. Rambler, 
that I have reaſon to complain; for ſure- 


ly the females ought to pay ſome regard 


to the age of him whoſe youth was paſ- 
ſed in endeavours to pleaſe them. They 
that encourage folly in the boy, have no 
right to puniſh it in the man. Yet 1 


THE RAMRLER. 
find, that though they laviſh their frg 


fondneſs upon pertneſs and gaiety, th 
ſoon —— tler regard 4 BT 
lities, and ungratefully abandon their 
adorers to dream out their laſt years in 
ſtupidity and contempt. I am, &c. 


FLORENTULUs. 


Ne CX. SATURDAY, APRIL 6, 1751. 


AT NOBISV!iTA DOMINUM QUAERENTIEUVS UNUN 

LUXITER FEST, ET CLARA DIES, ET GRATIA SIMPLEX« 

$PEM SEQUIMER, GRADIMURQUE FIDE, FRUIMURQUE FUTURIS, 
AD GU NON VENIUNT PRASENTIS GAUDIA VITAE, 

NEC CURRUNT PARITUR CAP TA, ET CAPIENDA VOLUPTAS. 


\ 


PaupzxTics, 


WE THRO' THIS MAZE OF LIFE ONE LORD OBEY ; 


WHOSE LIGHT AND CRACE UNERRING LEAD THE WAT. 


BY HOPE AND FAITH SECURE OF FUTURE BLISS, 
GLADLY THE JOYS OF PRESENT LIFE WE MISS: 
FOR BAFFLED MOR TALS STILL ATTEMPT IN VAIN, 
PRESENT AND FUTURE BLISS AT ONCE TO GAIN. 


* 


HAT to pleaſe the Lord and Fa- 

ther ot the univerſe, is the ſupreme 
intereſt of created and dependent * 
as ĩt is eaſily proved, has been univeria 
confeſſed ; and ſince all rational agents 
are conſcious of having neglected or 
violated; the duties preſcribed to them, 
the fear of being rejected, or puniſhed 
by God, has always burdened the hu- 
man mind. The expiation of crimes, 
and renovation of the forfeited hopes of 
divine favour, therefore conititutes a 


large part of every religion. 


The various methods of propitiation 
and atonement which fear and folly have 
dictated, er artifice and intereſt tolerat- 
ed in the different parts of the world, 
however they may ſometimes reproach 


or degrade humanity, at leaſt ſnew the 


cneral conſent of all ages and nations 
their opinion of the placability ot the 
divine nature. That God will tcrgive, 
may, indeed, be eſtabliſhed as the firſt 


and fundamental truth of religion; for 


though the knowledge of his exiſtence 
is the origin of philoſophy, yet, with- 


dit the belief of his mercy, it would 


hiye little influence upon our moral con- 
duct. There could be no proſpect of 
enjoying the protection or regard of him, 
whom the leaſt deviation from rectitude 
made inexorable tor ever; and every man 
would naturally withdraw his thoughts 
frem the contemplation of a creator, 


How 
* 


ly 


F. Lewis, 


whom he muſt conſider as a governa 
too pure to be pleated, and too ſevere to 
be pacified ; as an enemy infinitely wile, 
and infinitely powertul, whom he could 
neither deceive, eſcape, nor reſiſt. 

Where there is no hope, there can be 
no endeavour. A conſtant and unfail- 
ing obedience is above the reach of ter- 
retrial diligence; and therefore the pro- 
grets of lite could only have been the 
natural deſcent of negligent deſpair from 

crime to crime, had not the univerſal 
perſuaſion of forgiveneſs to be obtained 
by proper means of reconciliation, re- 
called thole to the paths of virtue whom 
their paſſions had ſolicited aſide; and 
animated to new attempts, and firmer 
perſeverance, thoſe whom difficulty had 
diicouraged, or religion ſurpriſed. 

In times and regions ſo disjoined 
from each other, that there can ſcarcely 
be imagined any communication of ſen- 
timents either by commerce or tradition, 
has prevailed a general and uniform ex- 
pectat ion of propitiating God by corpo- 
ral auſterities, of anticipating his ven- 
geance by voluntary inflictions, and ap- 
peafing his juitice by a ſpeedy and cheer- 
tul fubmiſhon to a leſs penalty when 2 
greater is incurred. 

Incorporated minds will always feel 
ſome inclination towards exterior acts 
and ritual obſervances. Ideas not le- 
prefented by ſenſible objects are flecting, 

| | variable, 
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variable, and evanefcent. We are not 
able to judge of the degree of convic- 
tion which operated at any particular 
time upon our own thoughts, but as it 
is recorded by ſome certain and definite 
effect. He that reviews his lite in order 
to determine the probability of his ac- 
ceptance with God, if he could once 
eſtabliſh the neceſſary proportion between 
crimes and ſufferings, might ſecurely 
reſt upon his performance of the expia- 
tion ; but while ſafety remains the re- 


ward only of mental purity, he is al- 


ways afraid left he ſhould decide too 
ſoon in his own favour, leſt he ſhould 
not have felt the pangs of true contri- 
tion; leſt he ſhould miſtake ſatiety for 
deteſtation, or imagine that his paſhons 
are ſubdued when they are only ſleeping. 

From this natural and reaſonable dif- 
fidence aroſe, in humble and timorous 
piety, a diſpoſition to confound penance 
with repentance, to repoſe on human 
determinations, and to receive from 
ſome judicial ſentence the ſtated and re- 
= aſſignment of reconciliatory pain. 

e are never willing to be without re- 
ſource; we ſeek in the knowledge of 
others a ſuccour for our own ignorance; 
and are ready to truſt any that will un- 
dertake to direct us when we have con- 
fidence in ourſelves. 

This defire to aſcertain by ſome out- 
ward marks the ſtate of the foul, and 
this willingneſs to calm the conſcience 
by ſome ſettled method, have produced, 
as they are diverſified in their effects by 
various tempers and principles, moſt of 
the gy xt and rules, the doubts 
and fojutions, that have embarraſſed 
the doctrinè of repentance, and perplex- 
ed tender and flexible minds with in- 
numerable ſcruples concerning the ne- 
ceſſary meaſures of ſorrow, and ade- 
quate degrees of ſelf-abhorrence; and 
theſe rules corrupted by fraud, or de- 
baſed by credulity, have, by the com- 
mon reſiliency of the mind from one 
extreme to another, incited others to an 
open contempt of all ſubſidiary ordi- 
nances, all prudential caution, and the 
whole diſcipline of regulated piety. 

Repentance, however difficult to be 
practiſed, is, if it be explained without 
ſuperſtition, eafily underſtood. Repent- 
ance 1s the relinquiſhment of any prac- 
lice, from the conviction that it has of 
fended God. Sorrow, and fear, and 
anxiety, are properly not parts, but ad- 
juncts of repentance ;' yet they are too 
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cloſely connected with it, to be eaſily 
ſeparated; for they not only mark it's 
ſincerity, but promote it's efficacy. 

No man commits any act of negli- 
gence or obſtinacy, by which his ſafety 
or happineſs in this world 1s endanger- 
ed, without feeling the pungency of re- 
morſe. He who is fully convinced that 
he ſuffers by his own failure, can never 
forbear to trace back his miſcarriage to 
it's firſt cauſe, to image to himſelf a 
contrary behaviour, and to form invo- 
luntary reſolutions againſt the like faults 
cven when he knows that he ſhall neyer 
again have the power of committing it. 
Danger conſidered as imminent, natural» 
ly produces ſuch trepidations of impa- 
tience as leave all human means of fafe- 
ty behind them: he that has once caught 
an alarm of terror, is every moment 
ſeized with uſeleſs anxieties; adding one 
ſecurity to another, trembling with ſud. 
den doubts, and diſtracted by the perpe- 
tual occurrence of new expedients. If, 
therefore, he whoſe crimes have de. 
prived him of the favour of God, can 
reflect upon his conduct without diſturb. 
ance, or can at will baniſh the reflec. 
tion; if he who conſiders himſelf as ſu- 
ſpended over the abyſs of eternal per- 
Fition only by the thread of life, which 
muſt ſoon part by it's own weakneſs, 
and which the wing of every minute ma 
divide, can caſt his eyes around him with 
out ſhuddering with horror, or panting 


with ſecurity; what can he judge of 


himſelt but that he is not yet awakened 
to ſufficient conviction, ſince every loſs. 
is more lamented than the loſs of the 
Divine favour, and every danger more 
dreaded than the danger of final con- 
demnation ? 

Retirement from the cares and plea- 
ſures of the world has been often recom- 
mended as uſeful to repentance. This 
at leaſt is evident, that every one retires, 
whenever ratiocination and recollection 
are required on other occaſions : and 
ſurely the retroſpect of life, the diſen- 
tanglement of actions complicated with 
innumerable circumſtances, and diffuſed. 
in various relations, the diſcovery of the 
primary movements of the heart, and the 
extirpation of luſts and appetites deeply 
rooted and widely ſpread, may be allow- 
ed to demand ſome ſeceſſion from ſport 
and noiſe, and buſineſs and folly. Some 
ſuſpenſion of common affairs, ſome pauſe 
of temporal pain and pleaſure, is doubt. 
leſs neceſſary to him that deliberates for 
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greateſt plenty. The de 


eternity, who is forming the only plan 


inwhich miſcarriage cannot be repaired, ' 
and examining the only * in which 


miſtake cannot be rectified. 

Auſterities and mortificat ions are 
means by which the mind is invigorated 
and rouſed, by which the attractions of 


pleaſure are interrupted, and the chains 


of ſenſuality are broken, It is obſerv- 
ed by one of the fathers, that he 
abo reſtrains himſelf in the uſe of things 
Iawful, will never encroach upon 
things forbidden. "Abſtinence, if no- 
thing more, is at leaſt a cautious re- 
treat from the utmoſt verge of permiſ- 
ſion, and confers that | ſecurity which 
Eannot be reaſonably hoped by him that 
dares always to hover over the precipice 
of deſtruction; or delights to approach 
the pleaſures which he knows it fatal to 

artake, Auſterity is the proper anti- 
— to indulgence; the diſeaſes of mind 
as well as body are cured by contraries, 
and to contraries we ſhouid readily have 
recourſe, if we dreaded guilt as we 
dread pam. | 

The completion and ſum of repen- 
tance is a change of life. That ſorrow 
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DISASTER ALWAYS WAITS ON EARLY WIT\, 


F has been obſerved, by long expe- 
rience, that late rays produce the 
ay of blooms 

and fragrance, of verdure and breezes, 
is for the moſt part liberally recompenſ- 


ed by the exuberance and fecundity of 


rhe enſuing ſeaſons; the bloſſoms which 
lie concealed till the year is advanced, 
and the ſun is high, eſcape thoſe chilling 
blaſts, and nocturnal froſts, which are 
often fatal to early luxuriance, prey up- 
on the firſt ſmiles of vernal beauty, 
deſtroy the feeble principles of vegetable 
life, intercept the fruit in the gem, and 
beat down the flowers unopened to the 
ground. | 

I am afraid there is little hope of per- 
fuading the young and ſprightly part of 
my readers, upon whom the {pring na- 
turally forces my attention, to learn 
from the great proceſs of nature, the dit- 
ference between diligence and hurry, be- 
tween ſpeed and precipitation; to proſe- 
cute their deſigns with calmneſs, to watch 
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whichdiCtates no caution, that fear which 
does not quicken our eſcape, that auſte. 
rity which fails to rectify our affections 
are vain and unavailing. But forrow and 
terror muſt naturally precede reforma. 
tion; for what other cauſe can produce 
it? He, therefore, that feels himſelf 
alarmed by his conſcience, anxious for 
the attainment of a better ſtate, and af. 
flicted by the memory of his paſt faults, 
may juſtly conclude, that the great work 
of repentance is begun, and hope by re. 
tirement and prayer, the natural and re. 
ligious means of ſtrengthening his con. 
viction, to impreſs upon his mind ſuch 
a ſenſe of the Divine preſence, as ma 
overpower the blandiſhments of ſecular 
delights, and enable him to advance 
from one degree of holineſs to another, 
till death ſhall ſet him free from doubt 
and conteſt, miſery and temptation, 


What better can we do than proſtrate fall 
Before him reverent; and there confeſs 
Humbly our faults, and pardon beg with tears 
Wat'ring the ground, and with our ſighs the air 
Frequenting, ſent from hearts contrite, in fign 
Of forrowunteign'd, and humiliation meek ? 


Sor noc. 


the concurrence of opportunity, and en, 
deavour to find the lucky moment which 
they cannot make. Youth is the time 
of enterprize and hope; having yet no 
occaſion of comparing our force with 
any oppoſing power, we naturally form 
preſumptions in our own favour, and 
imagine. that obſtruction and impedi- 
ment will give way before us. The firſt 
repulſes rather inflame vehemence than 
teach prudence; a brave and generous 
mind is long before it ſuſpects it's own 
weakneſs, or ſubmits to ſap the difficul- 
ties which it expeRed to ſubdue by ſtorm. 
Before diſappointments have enforced 
the dictates of philoſophy, we believe 
it in our power to ſhorten the interval 
between the firſt cauſe and the laſt effect; 
we laugh at the timorous delays of plod- 
ding induſtry, and fancy that, by in- 
creafing the fire, we can at pleaſure ac- 
celerate the projection. 
At our entrance into the world, hen 
health and vigour give us fair promises 
* Fs 5: of 


Own 
Hcul- 
torm. 
orced 
elieve 
terval 
effect; 
plod- 
7 m- 
ire àc- 


when 


omites 
of 


rence, or 


have depreſſed them to 


' paſt. 
A 


of time ſufficient for the regular matu- 


ration of our ſchemes, and a long enjoy- 


ment of our „ ns. we are eager 
to ſeize the preſent moment; we pluck 
every gratification within our reach, 
without ſuffering it to ripen into per- 
fection, and crowd all the varieties of 
delight into a narrow compaſs; but age 
ſeldom fails to change our conduct; we 
ow negligent of time in proportion as 
we have lets yup wary and ſuffer the 
laſt part of life to ſteal from us in languid 
preparations for future undertakings, or 
ſlow approaches to remote advantages, 
in * hopes of ſome fortuitous occur- 
Trowly uilibrations of un- 
determined counſel. Whether it be 
that the aged, having taſted the pleaſures 
of man's condition, and found them de- 
lufive, become leſs anxious for their at- 
tainment; or that frequent miſcarriages 
deſpair, and frozen 

them to inaCtivity; or that death ſhocks 
them more as it advances upon them, 
and they are afraid to remind themſelves 
of their decay, or to diſcover to their 
own hearts, that the time of trifling is 


rpetual conflict with natural de- 
ſires ſeems to be the lot of our preſent 
ſtate. In youth we require ſomething 
of the tardineſs and frigidity of age; 
and in age we mult labour to recall the 
fire and impetuoſity of youth; in youth 
we mult learn to expect, and in age to 
enjoy. 

The torment of expectation is, indeed, 
not eaſily to be borne at a time when every 
idea of gratification fires the blood, and 
flaſhes on the fancy; when the heart is 
vacant to every treſh form of delight, 
and has no rival engagements to with- 
draw it from the importunities of a new 
deſire, Yet fince the fear of miſſing 
what we ſeek muſt always be propor- 
tionable to the happineſs expected from 
poſſeſſing it, the paſſions, even in this 
tempeſtuous ſtate, might be ſomewhat 
moderated by frequent inculcation of 
the miſchief of temerity, and the ha- 
zard of loſing that which we endeavour 
to ſeize before our time. 

He that too early aſpires to honours, 


mutt reſolve to encounter not only the 


oppoſition of intereſt, but the malignity 
of envy. He that is too 72 to be 


nich, generally endangers his fortune in 


wild adventures, and uncertain projects; 


| and he that haſtens too ſpeedily to repu- 


tation, often raiſes his character by apti- 


» 
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fices and fallacies, decks himſelf in co- 
lours which quickly fade, or in plumes 
which accident may ſhake off, or com- 
petition pluck away. | 

The danger of early eminence has 
been extended by ſome, even to the gi 
of nature; and an opinion has been 
conceived, that quickneſs of invention, 
accuracy of judgment, or extent of know. 
ledge, appearing before the uſual tfme, 
preſage a ſhort life. Even thoſe who 
are leſs inclined to form general conclu- 
ſions, from inſtances which by their own 
nature muſt be rare, have yet been inclin- 
ed to prognoſticate no ſuitable progreſs 
from the firſt ſallies of rapid wits ; but 
have obſerved, that after a ſhort effort 
they either loiter or faint, and ſuffer 
themſelves to be ſurpaſſed by the even 
and regular perſeverance' of flower un- 
derſtandings. 

It frequently happens, that applauſe 
abates diligence. Whoſoever finds him- 
ſelf to have performed more than was 
demanded, will be contented to ſpare 
the labour of unneceſſary performances, 
and fit down to enjoy at eaſe his ſuper- 
fluities of honour. He whom ſucceſs 
has made confident of his abilities, quick - 
ly claims the privilege of negligence, 
and looks contemptuouſly on the gra- 
dual advances of a rival, whom he 
imagines himſelf able to leave behind 
whenever ſhe ſhall again ſummon his 
force to the conteſt. But long inter- 
vals of pleaſure diſſipate attention, and 
weaken conſtancy; nor is it eaſy for him 
that has ſunk from diligence into ſloth, 
to rouſe out of his lethargy, to recolle& 
his notions, rekindle his curioſity, and 
engage with his former ardour in the 
toils of ſtudy. 

Even that friendſhip which intends 
the reward of genius, too often tends to 
obſtruct it. The pleaſure of being ca- 
reſſed, diſtinguiſhed, and admired, ea- 
ſily ſeduces the ſtudent fron literary ſo- 
litude. He is ready to follow the calt 
which ſummons him to hear his own 
praiſe, and which, perhaps, at once flat- 
ters his appetite with certainty of plea- 
ſures, and his ambition with hopes of 

atronage; pleaſures which he conceives 
inexhauſtible, and hopes which he has 
not yet learned to diftruſt. 

Theſe evils, indeed, are by no means 
to be imputed to nature, or conſidered 
as inſeparable from an early diſplay of 
uncommon abilities. They may be cer. 
tainly eſcaped by prudence and reſolu- 
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tion, and muſt therefore be recounted 
rather as conſolations to thoſe who are 

| Jeſs liberally endowed, than as diſcou- 
ragements to ſuch as are born with un- 
common qualities. 
known to draw after it the perſecutions 

of impertinence, to incite the artifices of 
envy, and to raiſe the flames of unlawful 
love z yet among the ladies whom pru- 

. dence or modeſty have made moſt emi- 
nent, who has ever complained of the 
inconveniencies of an amiable form? or 
would have purchaſed ſafety by the loſs 
of charms? | 

Neither grace of perſon, nor vigour 
of underſtanding, are to be regarded 
etherwiſe than as bleſſings, as means 
of happineſs indulged by the Supreme 
Benefactor; but the advantages of either 
may be loſt by too much eagerneſs to 
obtain them. A thouſand beauties in 
their firſt bloſſom, by an imprudent ex- 
poſure to the open world, have ſuddenly 
withered at the blaſt of infamy; and 
men who might have ſubjected new re- 
gions to the empire of learning, have 


Beauty is well 
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been lured by the praiſe of their ff 
productions from academical retirement, 
and waſted their days in vice and depeng. 
ence. The virgin who too foon af. 
ires to celebrity and conqueſt, pe. 
riſhes by chikliſh vanity, ignorant c;« 
dulity, or guiltleſs indiſeretion. The 
ee. who catches at laurels and pre. 
rment before his time, mocks the 
hopes that he had excited, and loſes 
thoſe years which 2 have been moſt 
uſefully employed, the years of youth, 
of ſpirit, and vivacity. 
It is one of the innumerable abſur. 
dities of pride, that we are never more 
impatient of direction, than in that part 
of life when we need it moſt; we ag 
in haſte to meet enemies whom we have 
not ſtrength to overcome, and to under. 
take taſks which we cannot perform: 
and as he that once miſcarries does not 
eaſily perſuade mankind to favour an- 
other attempt, an ineffectual ſtruggle for 
fame is often followed by perpetual ob. 
ſcurity. 
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IN MEA VESANAS HABUT DISPENDIA VIRES, 


ET VALULI POENAS FORTIS IN IPSE MEAS. 
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OF STRENGTH PERNICIOUS TO MYSELF 1 BOATST3 
THE POW'RS I HAVE WERE GIV'N ME TO MY COS Ta 


W are taught by Celſus, that 
| health is beſt preſerved by avoid- 
js ſettled habits of life, and deviating 
ometimes into flight aberrations from 
the laws of medicine; by varying the 
proportions of food and exerciſe, inter- 
rupting the ſuccefſions of reſt and la- 
bour, and mingling hardſhips with in- 
Aulgence. The body long accuſtomed 
to ſtated quantities and 1 periods, 
is diſordered by the ſmalleſt irregularity; 
and fince we cannot adjuſt every day by 
the balance or barometer, it is fit ſome- 
times to depart from rigid accuracy, that 
we may be able to comply with neceſ- 
fary affairs, or ſtrong inclinations. He 
that too long obſerves nice punctualit ies, 
condemns himſelf to voluntary imbeci- 
lity, and will not long eſcape the miſe- 
ries of diſeaſe. : 
The ſame laxity of regimen is equally 


noseſſary to intelbstual health, and to 


*- 


* 
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'a perpetual ſuſceptibility of occafional 


pleaſure. Long confinement to the ſame 


company which perhaps fimilitude of 


taſte brought firſt together, quickly con- 
tracts his faculties, and makes a thou- 
ſand things offenfive that are in them- 
ſelves indifferent; a man accuſtomed to 
hear only the echo of his own ſentiments, 
ſoon bars all the common avenues of de. 
light, and has no part in the genera} 
gratifieations of mankind. 

In things which are not immediatcly 
ſubje& to religious or moral conſidera- 
tion, it is dangerous to be too long or 
too rigidly in the right. Senſibility 
may, by an inceſſant attention to ele- 
gance and propriety, be quickened tos 
tenderneſs inconſifient with the condi- 
tion of humanity, irritable by the {mall- 
eft aſperity, and vulnerable by the gen- 
tleſt touch. He that pleaſes himſelf too 
much with minute exactneſs, and _ 
ml 


\ 


ts to endurd nothing 
js attendance, or addreſs, below the 
point of perfection, will, whenever he 
enters the crowd of life, be harraſſed with 
innumerable diſtreſſes, from which thoſe 
who have not in the ſame manner in» 
creaſed their ſenſations find no diſturb- 
ance. His exotick ſoftneſs will ſhrink 
at the coarſeneſs of vulgar felicity, like 
a plant tranſplanted to northern nurſe- 


| ries, from thedews and ſun· ſnine of the 
tropical regions. 2h) +. 
There will always be a wide interval 
, between practical and ideal excellence; 
and, therefore, if we allow not ourſelves 
; to be ſatisfed while we can perceive any 
. error or defect, we mutt refer our hopes 
| of eaſe to ſome other peried of exiſtence. 
: It is well known that, expoſed to a mi- 
i croſcope, the ſmoothelt poliſh of the mol: 
. bolid bodies diſcovers cavities and pro- 
th minences; and that the ſofteſt bloom of 
2 toleate virginity repels the eye with ex- 
bs ereſcences and diſcolorations. The per- 
6 ceptions as well as the ſenſes may be im- 
proved to our own diſquiet, and we may, 
by diligent cultivation of the powers of 
E diſlike, raiſe in time an artificial faſtidi- 
# oulneſs, which ſhall fill the imagination 
with phantoms of turpitude, ſhew us the 
naked ſkeleton of every delight, and pre- 
ſent us _ with the pains of pleaſure, 
and the deformities of beauty. 
Peeviſhneſs, indeed, would perhaps 
N very little diſturb the peace of mankind, 
= were it always the conſequence of 3 
= fluons delicacy; for it is the privilege 
only of deep reflection, or lively fancy, 
= to deſtroy happineſs by art and refine- 
onal ment. But by continual indulgence of 
ame 2 particular humour, or by long enjoy- 
0 ment of undiſputed ſuperiority, the dull 
FEY nnd thoughtleſs may likewiſe acquire the 
hou- = power of tormenting themſelves and 
waſte: = others, and become ſufficiently ridicu- 
eto bos or hateful to thoſe who are within 
ents, = light of their conduct, or reach of their 
if de- intluence. | 
ner! WE They that have grown old in a ſingle 
We fate are generally found to be moroſe, 
iately b- frettul, and captious; tenacious of their 
dera- oon practices and maxims; ſoon offend- 
ne o ed by contradiction or negligence ; and 
bility patient of any aſſociation, but with 
OG 4 thoſe that will watch their nod, and ſub- 
d to | 5 mit themſelves to unlimited authority. 
condi- uch is the effect of having lived with- 
(mall- uur the neceſſity of conſi ting any in- 


7 dination but their own. 


THE RAMBLER, 


in accommoda- 


25 
The iraſcibility of this clafs of tyrants 
is generally exerted upon petty provoca- 
tions, ſuch as are incident to u and - 
ings not far extended beyond the in- 
ſtincts of animal life; but, unhappily, he 
that fixes his attention on things alwa 
before him, will never have long ceſſa- 
tions of anger. There are many vete - 
rans of luxury, upon whom every noon 
brings a paroxyim of violence, fury, 
and execration; they never fit down ta 
their dinner without finding the meat 
ſo injudiciouſly bought, or ſo unſkilfully 
dreſſed, ſuch Linaden in the ſeaſoning, 
or ſuch improprieties in the ſauce, as 
can ſcarcely be expiated without blood; 
and, in the tranſports of reſentment, 
make very little diſtinctions between 
guilt and innocence, but let fly their me- 
naces, or growl out their diſcontent, 
upon all whom fortune expoſes to the 
ſtorm. 
It is not eaſy to imagine a more un- 
happy condition than that of dependence 
on a peeviſh man. In every other ſtate 
of interiority the certainty of pleaſing is 
B increaſed by a fuller know- 
edge of our duty; and kindneſs and 
confidence are ſtrengthened by every new 
act of truſt, and proof of fidelity. But 
peeviſhneſs ſacrifices to a momen 
offence the obſequiouſneſs or uſefulneſs 
of half a lite, and as more is performed, 
increaſes her exactions. | 
Chryſalus gained a fortune by trade, 
and retired into the country; and, hav- 
ing 2 brother burthened by the number 


of his children, adopted one of his ſons. 
The boy was diſmiſſed with many pru- 
dent admonitiens; informed of hit fa- 


ther's inability to maintain him in his 
native rank; cautioned againſt all oppo- 
ſition to the opinions or preeepts of his 
uncle; and animated to perſeverance by 
the hopes of ſupporting the honour of 
the family, and overtopping his elder 
brother. He had a natural ductility of 
mind, without much warmth of affe&ion, 
or elevation of ſentiment; and therefore 
readily complied with every variety of 
caprice; patiently endured contradicto- 
ry reproots ; heard falſe accuſations with 
out pain, and opprobrious reproaches 
without reply; laughed obſtreperouſly at 
the ninetieth repetition of a joke; aſked 
queſtions about the univerſal decay of 
trade; admired the ſtrength of thoſe heads 
by which the price of ſtocks is changed 
and adjuſted; and behaved with fuck 


prudence 
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and cireumſpection, that after 


culus was declared heir. But unhappi- 
, a month afterwards, retiring at night 


his uncle's chamber, he left the 


door open behind him: the old man tore 
his will, and being then 2 de- 
clining, for want of time to deliberate, 
left his money to a trading company. 
When female minds are imbittered 
by age or ſolitude, their malignity is ge- 
— exerted in a rigorous and ſpite- 
ful ſuperintendence of domeſtick trifles. 
Eriphile has employed her eloquence for 
twenty years upon the degeneracy of 
ſervants, the naſtineſs of her houſe, the 
ruin of her furniture, the difficulty of 
preſerving tapeſtry from the moths, and 
the careleſſneſs of the ſluts whom ſhe 
employs in bruſhing it. It is her buſi- 
— every morning to viſit all her rooms, 
in hopes of finding a chair without it's 
cover, a window ſhut or open contrary 
to her orders, a ſpot on the hearth, or a 
feather on the floor, that the reſt of the 
day may be juſtifiably ſpent in taunts of 
contempt, and vociferations of anger. 
She lives for pg other purpoſe but to 
preſerve the neatneſs of a houſe and gar- 
dens, and feels neither inclination to 
pleaſure, nor aſpiration after virtue, 
while ſhe is engroſſed by the great em- 
ployment of keeping yer from graſs, 
and wainſcot from duſt. Of three ami- 
able nieces ſhe has declared herſelf an 
irreconcileable enemy to one, becaule 
ſhe broke off a tulip, with her hoop; to 
another, becauſe ſhe ſpilt her coffee on a 
Turkey carpet; and to the third, becauſe 
ſhe let a wet dog run into the parlour. 
She has broken off her intercourſe of 
viſits, becauſe company makes a houſe 


. 


dixty; and reſol ves to confine. herſelf 


years the will was made, and Juven- 
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more to her own affairs, and to live ne 


Ne in mire by fooliſh lenity, 

eeviſhneſs is generally the vice of 
narrow minds; and, except when it ig 
the effect of anguiſh and diſeaſe, by 
which the reſolution is broken, and the 
mind made too feeble to bear the lighteſt 
addition to it's miſeries, proceeds from 
an unreaſonable perſuaſion of the im- 
portance of trifles. The proper remedy 
againſt it is, to conſider the dignity of 
human nature, and the folly of ſuffer. 
ing perturbation and uneaſineſs from 
cauſes unworthy of our notice. 

He that reſigns his peace to little ca- 
ſualties, and ſuffers the courſe of his life 
to be interrupted by fortuitous inadver- 
tencies or offences, delivers up himielt 
to the direction of the wind, and loſs 
all that conſtancy and equanimity which 
conſtitute the chief praiſe of a wiſg 
man. | 
The province of prudence lies between 
the greateſt things and the leaſt; ſome 
ſurpaſs our power by their magnitude, 
and ſome eſcape our notice by their num- 
ber and their frequency. But the in- 
diſpenſable buſineſs of life will afford 
fuſſicient exerciſe to every underſtanding; 
and ſuch is the limitation of the human 
powers, that by attention to trifles we 


muſt let things of importance paſs un- 
obſerved: when we examine a mite with 


a glaſs, we ſee nothing but a mite, 
That it is every man's intereſt to be 
pleaied, will need little proof: that it is 
his intereſt to pleaſe others, experience 
will inform him. It is therefore not 
leſs neceſſary to happineſs than to vir- 
tue, that he rid his mind of paſſions 
which make him uneaſy to himſelf, and 
hateful to the world, which enchain his 


intellects, and obſtruct his improvement. 


— ———_— ———_— 


29 S. Bos by Db Y PRRINOSUU CID oO my oa... ac 


# ſupercilious 


THE RAMBLER, 


257 


Ne CXIII. TUESDAY, APRIL 16, 1751, 


m— cM, yTHUME pvc? 
DIC QUA TISIPHONE, QUIBUS EXAGITARE COLUBR13 ? 


Joy, 


A SORER MAN, LIXE THEFT, TO CHANGE HIS LIFE! 
WHAT FURY WOULD POSSESS THEE WITH A WIFE ? 


TO THE, RAMBLER. 


vIR 

Know not whether it is always a 
I roof of innocence to treat cenſure 
contempt. 


Wit We owe {o much reve- 


rence to the wiſdom of mankind, as juſt- 


ly to wiſh that our own opinion of 
our merit may be ratified by the concur- 
reace of other ſuffrages ; and ſince guilt 
and infamy muſt have the ſame effe& 
upon intelligences unable to pierce be- 
yond external appearance, and influen- 
ced often rather by example than pre- 
cept, we are obliged to refute a falſe 
charge, left we ſhould countenance the 
crime which we have never committed. 
To turn mY from an accuſation with 
lence, is equally in the 

wer of him that is hardened by vil- 
ainy, and inſpirited by.innocence. The 


Wall of braſs which Horace ere&s upon 

2 2 clear conſcience, may be ſometimes 
& raiſed by impudence or power; and we 
& ſhould always wiſh to preſerve the dig- 
= nity of virtue by adorning her with 
races which wack 


edneſs cannot aſſume. 
For this reaſon I have determined no 
longer to endure, with either patient or 


ſullen reſignation, a reproach which is, 
2 leaſt in my opinion, unjuſt; but will 


ay my caſe honeſtly before you, that 
3 5 or your readers may at length de- 
elde it. 


Whether you will be able to preſerve 


1 your boaſted impartiality, when you 
bear, that I am conſidered as an adver- 
& fary by half the female world, you may 
lurely pardon me for doubting, notwith- 


may imagine yourſelf entitled by your 


anding the veneration to which you 


« 


Age, your learning, your abſtraction, or 


Pour virtue. Beauty, Mr. Rambler, has 


Wh) ten overpowered the reſolutions of the 


zum, and the reaſonings of the wile, 


vid the old to ſenſibility, and ſubdued 


3 12 — _ | | 
7 one of thoſe unhappy beings, 
have been marked 2 bal 


Davprx. 


bands for many different women, and 
deliberated a hundred times on the brink 
of matrimony, I have diſcuſſed all the 
nuptial * ſo often, that I can 
repeat the forms in which jointures are 
ſettled, pin- money ſecured, and provi- 
ſions for younger children aſcertained 
but am at laſt doomed by general con- 
ſent to everlaſting ſolitude, and excluded 
by an irreverſible decree from all hopes 
of connubial felicity. I am pointed out 
by every mother, as a man whoſe viſits 
cannot be admitted without reproach ; 
who raiſes hopes only to embitter diſap- 
pointment, and makes offers only to K 
duce girls into a waſte of that part of 
life, in which they might gain advan- 
tageous matches, and become miſtreſſes 
and mothers. 

I hope you will think, that ſome part 
of this penal ſeverity may juſtly be re- 
mitted, when I inform you, that I ne- 
ver yet profeſſed love to a woman with- 
out ſincere intentions of marriage; that 
I have never continued an appearance 
of intimacy from the hour that nry 0 
clination changed, but to preſerve her 
whom I was leaving from the ſhock of 
abruptneſs, or the ignominy of contempt : 
that I always endeavoured to give the 


ladies an opportunity of ſeeming to diſ- 


card me; and that I never forſook a miſ- 
treſs for larger fortune, or brighter beau + 
ty, but becauſe I diſcoyered ſome irre- 


gularity in her conduct, or ſome depra- 


vity in her mind; not becaufe I was 
charmed by another, but becauſe I was 
offended by herſelf. 

I was very early tired of that ſueceſ- 
ſion of amuſements by which the thoughts 
of moiſt young men are diſſipated, and 
had not long glittered in the ſplendour 
of an ample patrimony before I wiſhed 
for the calm of domeſtick happineſs, 
Youth is naturally delighted with 
ſprightlineſs and ardour, and therefore 
Fbrcatbed out the ſighs of my firſt affec 


tion at the feet of the gay, the ſparkling, 


I fancied to 
myſelf 


the vivacious Ferocula. 
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myſelf a perpetual ſource of happineſs 


in wit never exhauſted, and ſpirit never 
depreſſed; looked with veneration on her 
readineſs of expedients, contempt of dif- 
ficulty, aſſurance of addreſs, and promp- 
titude of reply; conſidered her as ex- 
empt by ſome prerogative of nature from 
the weakneſs and timidity of female 
minds; and congratulated myſelf upon 
a companion ſuperior to all common 
troubles and embarraſſments. I was, 


indeed, ſomewhat diſturbed by the un- 


ſhaken perſeverance with which ſhe en- 
forced her demands of an unreaſonable 
ſettlement ; yet I ſhould have conſented 


to pals my life in union with her, had 


not my curioſity led me to a crowd ga- 


thered in the ſtreet, where I found Fe- 
rocula, in the preſence of hundreds, diſ- 


puting for ſix- pence with a chairman. 
ſaw her in fo little need of aſſiſtance, 
that it was no breach of the laws of 


. chivalry to forbear interpoſition, and I 


ſpared myſelf the ſhame of owning her ac- 
quaintance. I forgot ſome point ot cere- 
mony at our next interview, and ſoon pro- 
voked her to forbid me her prelence. 
My next attempt was upon a lady of 
at eminence for learning and philoſo- 


phy. I had frequently obſerved the bar- 


renneſs and uniformity of connubial con- 
verſation, and therefore thought highly 
of my own prudence and diſcernment, 
when I ſelected from a multitude of 
wealthy beauties, the deep-read Miſo- 
thea, who declared herſelf the inexorable 
enemy of ignorant pertneſs, and puerile 


| Jevityz and ſcarcely condeſcended to 


make tea, but for the linguiſt, the geo- 
metrician, the aſtrono:ner, or the poet. 
The queen of the Amazons was only to 
be gained by the hero who could con- 

uer her in ſingle combat; and Miſo- 
thea's heart was only to bleſs the ſcho- 
lar who could overpower her by diſpu- 
tation. Amidit the fondeſt tranſports 
of courtſhip ſhe could call for a defini- 


tion of terms, and treated every argu- 


. 
- * 


ment with contempt that could not be 
reduced to regular ſyllogiſm. You may 


_ eaſily imagine, that I wiſhed this court- 


ſhip at an end; but when I deſired her to 
ſhorten my torments, and fix the day 


of my felicity, we were led into a long 
converſation, in which Miſothea endea- 
voured to demonſtra e the folly of attri- 
buting choice and ſelt- direction to any 


human being. It was not difficult to 


diſcoyer the danger of committing my- 


firſt application to Sophronia, was al 
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ſelf for ever to the arms of one wg 
might at any time miſtake the dictate; 
of paſſion, or the calls of appetite, for 
the decree of fate; or conſider cuckoldom 
as neceffary to the general ſyſtem, as 2 
link in the everlaſting chain of ſuccef. 
live cauſes. I therefore told her, that 


deſtiny had ordained us to part, and 


that nothing ſhoula have torn me {ron 
her but the talons of neceſſity. 
I then tolicited the regard of the calm, 
the prudent, the economical Sophroniz, 
a lady who confidered wit as dang. 
rous, and learning as ſuperfluous, and 4 
thought that the woman who kept her SE, 


.houſe clean, and her accounts exit, 
took receipts for every payment, and 
could find them at a ſudden call, en- 


quired nicely after the condition of ths 
tenants, read the price of ſtocks once 1 
week, and purchaſed every thing at the 
beſt market, could want no accompliſh. 
ments neceſſary to the happineſs of x 
wiſe man. She diſcourſed with great fo. 
lemnity on the, care and vigilance which 
the ſuperintendence of a family de- 
mands ; obſerved how many were ruined 
by confidence in ſervants; and told me 
that ſhe never expected honeſty but from 
a ſtrong cheſt, and that the beſt ftore- 
keeper was the miſtreſs's eye. Many 
ſuch oracles of generoſity ſhe uttered, 
and made every day new improvements 


r T OT ns 2 Fur) 1 


in her ſchemes for the regulation of het 
ſervants, and the diſtribution of her 
time. I was convinced, that whatever 
I might ſuffer from Sophronia, I ſhouk 

eſcape poverty; and we therefore pro- 

ceeded to adjuſt the ſettlements c- 

. cording to her own rule, far and ſiftly. s 
But one morning her maid came to c 
me in tears to intreat my. interelt tor 4 6 
reconciliation to her miſtreſs, who had 
turned her out at night for breaking lic " 
teeth in a tortoiſe-ſhell comb: ſhe had c 
attended her lady from a diſtant pro- t 
Vince, and having not lived long enough f 
to fave much money, was deſtitute s. S 

mong ſtrangers, and though of a g WE < 
family, in danger of periſhing in tht = 


ſtreets, or of being.compelled by hun- 
ger to proſtitution. I made no ſcrup 
of promiſing to reſtore her; but upon ij 


ſwered with an air which called for a- 

probation, that if ſhe neglected her o 

affairs, I might ſuſpect = of neglecl⸗ 

ing mine ; that the comb ſtood her Þ 

three halt-crowns z that no fervant ow 
; | WI 


for ap- 
er owl 
egledt 

hey U 
ſhould 
wrong 


foun 


wrong her twicez and that indeed ſhe 
took the firſt opportunity of parting 
with Phillida, becauſe, though ſhe was 
honeſt, her conſtitution was bad, and ſhe 
thought her very —_ to fall hek. Of 
our conference I n not tell you the 
effect; it ſurely may be forgiven me, if 
on this occaſion I torgot the decency of 
common forms. 

From two more ladies I was diſen- 
gaged by finding, that they entertained 
my rivals at the ſame time, and deter- 
mined their choice by the liberality of 
our ſettlements. Another I thought 
myſelf juſtified in forſaking, becauſe ſhe 
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gave my attorney a bribe to favour her 
in the bargain; another becauſe I could 
never ſoften her to tenderneſs, till ſhe 
heard that moſt of my family had died 
youngy and another, becauſe, to increaſe 

er fortune by expectations, ſhe repre- 
ſented her ſiſter as languiſhjng and con- 
ſumptive. 

I ſhall in another letter give the re- 
maining part of my hiſtory of courtſhip. 
I preſume that I ſhould hitherto have 
injured the majeſty of female virtue, had 
I not hoped to transfer my affection to 
higher merit, I am, &c. 

HYMENA US, 


Ne CXIV. SATURDAY, APRIL 20, 1751. 


MULLA UNQVAM DE MORTE HMUMINISCUNCTATIQS LONGA EST. 


Juv. 


WHEN A MAN'S LIFT 1S IN DEBATE, 
THE JUDGE CAN NE'ER TOO LONG DELIBERATE. 


OWER and ſuperiority are ſo flat- 

tering and delightful, that fraught 
with temptation and expoſed to danger as 
they are, ſcarcely any virtue is fo cau- 
tious, or any prudence ſo timorous, as 
to decline them. Even thoſe that have 
moſt reverence for the laws of right, are 
pleaſed with ſhewing that not fear, but 
choice, regulates their behaviour; and 
would he thought to comply, rather than 
obey. We look to e the boun- 
daries which we do not wiſh to pats ; 
and, as the Roman ſatiriſt remarks 
He that has no defign to take the life 
* of another, is yet glad to have it in 
his hands.” 

From the ſame principle, tending yet 
more to degeneracy and corruption, pro- 
ceeds the deſire of inveſting lawful au- 
thority with terror, and governing by 
force rather than perſuaſion. Pride is 
unwilling to believe the neceſſity of aſ- 
ſigning any other reaſon than her on 
will; and would rather maintain the 
moſt equitable claims by violence and 
penalties, than deſcend from the dig- 
nity of command to diſpute and expoſ- 

ation. | 
It may, I think, be ſuſpected, that 
this 33 arrogance has ſometimes 

it's way into legiſlative aſſemblies, 
and mingled with deliberations upon 


property and life. A flight peruſal of 


DayDEN. 


the laws by which the meaſures of vin. 
dictive and coercive juſtice are eſtabliſh- 
ed, will diſcover ſo many diſproportions 
berween crimes and puniſhments, ſuch 
capricious diſtinctions of guilt, and fuch 
contuſion of remiſſneſs and ſeverity, as 
can ſcarcely be believed to have been 
produced by publick wiſdom, fincerely 
and calmly ſtudious of public happi- 
neſs. | 
The learned, the jndicious, the 
pious Boerhaave, relates, that he ne- 
ver ſaw a criminal dragged to execution 
without aſking himſelt “ Who knows 
© whether this man is not leſs culpable 
© than me? On thedays when the pri- 
ſons of this city are emptied into the 
grave, let every ſpectater of the dread. 
ful proceſſion put the ſame queſtion to 
his own heart. Few among thoſe that 
crowd in thouſands to thelegal maſſacre, 
and look with careleſſneſs, perhaps with 
triumph, on the utmoſt exacerbations of 
human miſery, would then be able to 
return without horror or dejection. 
For who can congratulate himſelt up- 
on a life paſſed without ſome act more 
miſchievous to the peace or proſperity 
of others, than the theft of a piece of 

money ? | 
It has been always the practice, when 
any particular ſpecies of robbery be- 
comes prevalent and common, to en- 
K k 2 deavour 
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deavour it's ſuppreſſion by capital de- 
nunciations. Thus, one generation of 
malefactors is 1 cut off, and 
their ſucceſſors are frighted into new 
expedients; the art of thievery is aug- 
mented with greater variety of fraud, 
and ſubtilized to higher degrees of dex- 
terity, and more occult methods of con- 
veyance, The law then renews the pur- 
fujt in the heat of anger, and overtakes 
the offender again with death. By this 
practice, capital infliftions are multi- 
plied, and crimes very different in their 
degrees of enormity, are equally ſub- 
jefted to the ſevereſt puniſhment that 
man has the power of exerciſing upon 
man. 

The lawgiver is undoubtedly allow- 
ed to Eſtimate the malignity of an of- 
fence, not merely by the loſs or pain 
which ſingle acts may produce, but by 
the general alarm and anxiety ariſing 
from the fear of miſchief, and inſecu- 
rity of poſſeſſion : he therefore exerciſes 
the right which ſocieties are ſuppoſed to 
have over the lives of thoſe that compoſe 
them, not ſimply to puniſh a tranſgreſ- 
ſion, but to maintain order, and pre- 
ſerve quiet; he enforces thoſe laws with 
ſeverity that are moſt in danger of viola- 
tion, as the commander of a garriſon 
doubles the guard on that fide which is 
threatened with the enemy. 

This method has been long tried, but 
tried with ſo little ſucceſs, that rapine 
and violence are hourly increaſing: yet 
few ſeem willing to delpair of it's effi- 
cacy; and of thoſe who employ their 
ſpeculations upon the preſent corrup- 
tion of the people, ſome propoſe the in- 
troduction of more horrid, lingering, 
and terrifick puniſhments; ſome are in- 
clined to accelerate the executions; ſome 
to diſcourage pardons; and all ſeem to 
think that lenity has given confidence 
to wickedneſs, and that we can only be 
reſcued from the talons of robbery by in- 
flexible rigour, and ſanguinary juſtice: - 

Yet ſince the right of ſetting an un- 
certain and arbitrary value upon life has 
been diſputed, and fince' experience of 
paſt times gives us little — * to ho 
that any reformation will be effected by 
z periodical havock of our fellow- beings, 
perhaps it will not be uſeleſs to conſider 
what conſequences might ariſe from re- 
laxations of the law, and a more ra- 
tional and equitable adoption of penal. 
ties to offences. 


Death is, as one of the ancients ob- 
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of mankit „ they can never tt 


ſerves -r Tiy oe gebtge ralf 
dreadful things the moſt dreadful ; an 
evil, beyond which nothing can be thre. 
tened by ſublunary power, or feared from 
human enmity or vengeance. This ter. 
ror ſhould, therefore, be reſerved as the 
laſt reſort of —_— as the ſtrongeſt 
and moſt operative of prohibitory ſanc- 
tions, and placed before the treaſure of 
life, to guard from invaſion what can. 
not bereftored. To equal robbery with 
murder is to reduce murder to robbery, 
to confound in common minds the gra. 
dations of iniquity, and incite the com- 
miſſion of a greater crime to prevent the 
detection of a leſs. If only murder were 
puniſhed with death, very few robbers 
would ſtain their hands in blood; but 
when, by the laſt act of cruelty no new 
danger is incurred, and greater ſecurity 
may be obtained, upon what principle 
ſhall we bid them forbear ? 

It may be urged, that the ſentence is 
often mitigated to ſimple robbery; but 
ſurely this is to confeſs that our laws are 
unreaſonable in our own opinion; and, 
indeed, it may be obſerved, that all but 
murderers have, at their laſt hour, the 
common ſenſations of mankind pleading 
in their favour. 

From this conviction of the inequality 
of the puniſhment to the offence, pro- 
ceeds the frequent ſolicitation of par- 
dons. They who would rejoice at the 
correction of a thief, are yet ſhocked at 
the thought of deſtroying him. His 
crime ſhrinks to nothing, compared with 
his miſery; and ſeverity defeats itſelf by 
exciting pity. 

The gibbet, indeed, certainly diſables 
thoſe as — die upon it from infeſting the 
community; but their death ſeems not 
to contribute more to the reformation 
of their aſſociates, than any other me- 
thod of ſeparation. A thief ſeldom 
paſſes much of his time in recollection 
or anticipation, but from robbery haſtens 
to riot, and from riot to robbery ; nor, 
when the grave cloſes upon his com- 
panien, has any other care than to find 
another. : 

The frequency of capital puniſh- 
ments, Foxes 200g rarely hinders the com- 
miſſion of a crime, but naturally 
commonly prevents it's detection, and 
is, if we proceed only n prudenti 


principles, chiefly for that reaſon to be 


avoided. Whatever may be urged by 
caſuiſts or 'politicians, the greater part 
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that to pick the pocket and to pierce the 
heart is equally criminal, will fearcely 
believe that two malefactors fo different 
in guilt can be juſtly doomed to the fame 
puniſhment : nor 1s the neceſſity of ſub- 
mitting the conſcience to human Jaws ſo 
plainly evinced, ſo clearly ſtated, or ſo 
generally allowed, but that the pious, 
the tender, and the juſt, will always 
ſcruple to concur with the community 
in an act which their private judgment 
car not approve. . 

He who knows not how often rigor- 
ous laws produce total impunity, and 
how many crimes are concealed and for- 
gotten for fear of hurrying the oftender 
to that ſtate in which there is no repent- 
ance, has converſed very little with man- 
kind. And whatever epithets of re- 


ich, 


roach or contempt this compaſſion may 
meur from thoſe who confound cruelty 
with firmneſs, I know not whether w7 
» 


vile man would wiſh it leſs powertu 


or leſs extenſive. 
If thoſe whom the wiſdom of our 


: | laws has condemned to die, had been 
detected in their rudiments of robbery, 
they might, by proper diſcipline and 
uſeful labour, b 5 b 8 

& from their habits, they might have 


ave been diſentangle& 


| eſcaped all the temptations to ſubſequent 


# crimes, and paſſed their days in repara- 


| tion and penitence ; and detected they 
might all have been, had the proſecu- 
tors been certain that their lives would 
have been ſpared. I believe, every thief 
will confeſs, that be has been more than 
once ſeized and diſmiſſed; and that he 


bas ſometimes ventured upon capital 


TO THE RAMBLER. 
| 818, | 
| 1 Sit down, in purſuance of my late en- 
1 gagement, to recount the remaining 
Ert of the adventures that befel me in 
py long queſt of conjugal felicity, 
ugh I have not yet been fo 


Py as to obtain it, I have at leaſt en- 
evoured to deſerye by unwearied dili- 
Pence, without ſuffering from repeated 


— 


crimes, becauſe he knew that thoſe 
whom he injured would, rather connive 
at his eſcape, than cloud their minds 
with the horrors of his death. 

All laws againſt wickedneſs are in- 
offectual, unleſs ſome will inform, and 
{one will proſecute; but till we mitigate 
the penalties for mere violations of pro- 
perty, information will always be hated 
and proſecution dreaded, he heart of 
a good man cannot but recoil at the 
thought of puniſhing a flight injury 
with death; eſpecially when he remem- 
bers, that the thief might have procured 
ſafety by another crime, from which he 
was reſtrained only by his remaining 
virtue, 

The obligations to aſſiſt the exerciſe 
of publick juſtice are indeed ſtrong 
but they will certainly be overpowered 
by tenderneſs for life. What is puniſh- 
eq with ſevcrity contrary to our ideas of 
adequate retribution, will be ſeldom 
diſcovered; and multitudes will be ſuf- 
fered to advance from crime to crimez 
till they deſerve death, becauſe, if they 
had been ſooner proſecuted the would 
have ſuffered death before they deſerved its 

This ſcheme of invigorating the laws 
by relaxation, and extirpating wicked- 
neſs by lenity, is ſo remote from com- 
mon practice, that I might reaſonably 
fear to expoſe it to the publick, could it 
be ſupported only by my own obſerva- 


tions: I ſhall, therefore, by aſcribing it 


to it's author, Sir Thomas More, en- 
deavour to procure it that attention 
which I wiſh always paid to prudence 
to juſtice, and to mercy. 
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diſappointments any abatement of my 
hope, or repreſſion of my activity. 
Nou na have obſerved in the world 


a ſpecies of mortals who employ them- 


ſelves in promoting matrimony, and 
without any viſible motive of intereſt or 
vanity, Ke any diſcoverable im- 
pulſe of malice or benevolence, without 
any reaſon, but that they want obſects 
of attention and topicks of 9 
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2$03---. 
re inceſſantly buſy n procuring wives 
and huſbands. They fill the ears of every 
ſingle man and. woman with ſome con- 
venient match, and when they are in- 


formed of your age and fortune, offer a 


artner of life with the ſame readineſs, 
and the ſame indifierence, as a ſaleſman, 
when he has taken meaſure by his eye, 
fits his cuſtomer. with a coat. 

It might be expected that they ſhould 
ſoon be diſcomaged from this oſhcious 
interpoſition by reſentment or contempt; 
and that every man ſhould determine 
the choice on which ſo much of his hap- 
pineſs muſt depend, by his own judg- 
ment and obſcrratiun: yet it happens, 
that as theſe propoſals are generally 
made with a fhew ot kindneſs, they ſel- 
dom provoke anger, but are at worſt 
heard with patience, and forgotten. 
They influence weak minds to appro- 
bation; for many are ſure to find in a 
new acquaintance whatever qualities 
report has taught them to expect; and 
in more powerful and active underſtand- 
ings they excite curioſity, and ſome- 
times, by a lucky chance, bring perſons 
of ſimilar tempers within the attradion 
of ea zh other. 

I was known to poſſeſs a fortune, and 
to want a wife; and therefore was fre- 
quently attended by theſe hymeneal ſo- 
licitors, with whoſe importunity I was 
ſometimes diverted, and ſometimes per- 
plexed; for they contended for me as 
vultures for a carcaſe; each employing 
all his eloquence, and all his artifices, 
to enforce and promote his ewn ſcheme, 
from the' ſucceſs of which he was to re- 
ccive no other advantage than the plea- 
ſure of defeating others equally eager, 
and equally induſtrious. 

An invitation to ſup with one of thoſe 
buſy friends, made me by a concerted 
chance acquainted with Camilla, by 
whom it was expected that I thould be 
ſu:idenly and irreſiſtibly enſlaved. The 
lady, whom the ſame kindneſs had 
brought without her own concurrence 
into the liſts of love, ſeemed to think 
me at leaſt worthy of the honour of cap- 
tivity; and exerted the power, both of 
ber eyes and wit, with ſo much art and 
ſpirit, that though I had been too often 
deceived by appearances to devote myſelf 
irrevocably at the firſt interview, yet I 
could not ſuppreſs ſome raptures of ad- 
miration, and flutters of deſire. I was 
eaſily perſuaded to make nearer ap- 
pronches; but ſoon diſcovered, that an 
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union with Camilla was not much to he 
wiſhed. - Camilla profeffed a boundleßg 
contempt for the folly, levity, ignorance, 
and impertinence of her own ſex; and 
very frequently expreſſed her wonder 
that men of learning or experience could 
ſubnut to trifle away life with beings in- 
capable of ſolid thought. In mixcd com. 
panics, the always affociated with the 
men, and declared her ſatisfaction when 
the ladies retired. If any ſhort excur. 
ſion into the country was. propoſed, ſhe 
commonly inſiſted upon the excluſon of 
women from the party; becauſe, where 
they were admitted, the time was waſted 
in frothy compliments, weak indul. 
gences, and idle ceremonics. To fhoy 
the greatneſs of her mind, ſhe avoided 
all compliance with the faſhion ; and to 
boaſt the profundity of her knowledge, 
miſtook the various textures of ſilk, con- 
founded tabbies with damaſks, and ſent 
for ribbands by wrong names. She de- 
ſpiſed the commerce of ſtated viſits, a 
farce of empty form without inſtruction; 
and congratulated herſelf, that ſhe never 
learned to write meſſage - cards. She 
often applauded the noble ſentiment of 
Plato, who rejoiced that he was born a 
man rather than a woman; proclaimed 
her approbation of Switt's opinion, that 
women are only a higher ſpecics of 
monkies; and confeſſed, that when ſhe 
conſidered the behaviour, or heard the 
converſation, of her ſex, ſhe could not 
but forgive the Turks for ſuſpecting 
them to want ſouls. 

It was the joy and pride of Camilla 
to have provoked, by this inſolence, al} 
the rage and hatred, and all the perte- 
cutions of calumny; nor was ſhe ever 
more elevated with her own ſuperiority, 
than when ſhe talked of female anger and 
female cunning. Well, ſays ſhe, his 
Nature provided that ſuch virulence 
ſhould be diſabled by folly, and fuct 
cruelty be reſtrained by impotence. 

Camilla doubtleſs expected, that wit 
ſhe loſt on one fide, ſhe ſhould gain al 
the other; and imagined that every male 
heart would be open to a lady who 
made ſuch generous advances to the ber. 
ders of virility, But man, ungrate 
man, inſtead of ſpringing forward to 
meet her, ſhrunk back at her approach. 
She was perſecuted by the ladies 41 
deſerter, and at beſt recaived by them 
only as a fugitive. I, for my Patt 
amuſed myſelf a while with her if. 
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Reteſftation, for nothing out of the com- 
mon order of nature can be. long borne. 
1 had no inclination to 4 wife who had 
the ruggedneſs of a man without his 
force, and the ighorance of a woman 
/ Without her ſoftneſs; nor could I think 
my quiet and honour to be entruſted to 
ſuch audacious virtue as was hourly 
courting danger, and ſoliciting attault, 


My next miſtreſs was Nitella, a lady 


of gentle mien, and {oft voice, always 
ſpeaking to approve, and ready to re- 
ceive direction from thole with whom 
chance had brought her into company. 
In Nitella, I promiſed myſelf an eaty 
friend, with whom I might loiter away 
the day without diſturbance or alterca- 
tion. I therefore ſoon reſolved to ad- 
dreſs her, but was diſcouraged from 
proſecuting my courtſhip by obſerving, 


that her apartments were ſuperſtitiouſly 


regular; and that, unleſs ſhe had notice 
of my viſit, ſhe was never to be ſeen. 
There is a kind of anxious cleanlineſs 
which I have always noted as the charac- 
tereſtick of a flattern; it is the ſuper- 
fuous ſcrupuloſity of guilt, dreading diſ- 
covery, and ſnunning ſuſpicion; it is the 
violence of an effort againſt habit, which 
being impelled by external motives, can- 
not ſtop at the middle point. 

Nitella was always tricked out rather 
with nicety than elegance; and ſeldom 
could forbear to diſcover, by her uneaſi- 
nels and conſtraint, that her attention 
was burdened, and her imagination en- 
groſſed: I therefore concluded, that be- 
ing only occaſionally and ambhitiouſly 
dreſſed, ſhe was not familiarized to her 
ewn ornaments. There are fo many 
competitors tor tne fame of cleanlineſs, 
that it is not hard to gain information 
of thoſe that fail, from thote that de- 
ſue to excel: I quickly found, that 
Nitella paſſed her time between finery 
and dirt; and was always in a wrappers 
night-cap, and ſlippers, when ſhe was 
not decorated for immediate ſhew. 

I was then led by my evil deſtiny to 
Charybdis, who never neglected an 
opportunity of ſeizing a new prey when 
t came within her reach. I thought 


myſelt quickly made happy by permiſ- 


ſion to attend her to public places; and 
pleaſed my own vanity with imagining 
the envy which I ſhould raiſe in a thou- 
fand hearts, by appearing as the ac- 
knowledged favourite of Charybdis. 
She ſoon after hinted her intention to 
fake a ramble for a fortnight into a 
part of the kingdom which ſhe had ne- 
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ver ſeen, I ſolicited the happineſs of 


accompanying her, which, after a ſhort ' 


reluctance, was indulged me. She had 
no other curioſity in her journey, than 
alter all poſſible means of expence; and 
was every moment taking occaſion to 
mention ſome delicacy, which I knew 
it my duty upon ſuch notices to pro- 
cure. 

After our return, being now more 
familiar, ſne told me, whenever we met, 
of tome new diverſion; at night ſhe had 


notice of a charming com pany that would 


break faſt in the gardens; and in the morn- 
ing had been informed of ſome new ſong 
in the opera, ſome new dreſs at the play- 
houſe, or ſome performer at a concert 
whom ſhe longed to hear. Her intelli- 
gence was ſuch, that there never was a 
ſhew to which the did not ſummon me 
on the ſecond day; and as ſhe hated a 
crowd, and could not go alone, I was 
obliged to attend at ſome intermediate 
hour, and pay the price of a whole com- 
pany. When we paſted the ſtreets, ſhe 
was often charmed with ſome trinket in 
the toy-ſhops; and from moderate deſires 
of lcals and ſnuff-boxecs, roic, by degrees, 
to gold and diamonds. I now began to 
ſind the ſinile of Charybdis too coſtly for 
a private purſe, and added one more to 
ix and forty lovers, whoſe fortune and 
patience her rapacity had exhauſted. 
Imperia then took poſſeſſion of my 
affections; but kept them only for a 
ſhort time. She had newly inherited a 
large fortune, and having ſpent the car- 
ly part of her life in the peruſal of ro- 
mances, brought with her into the gay 
world all the pride of Cleopatra; ex- 
pecting nothiag leis than vows, altars, 
and ſacrifices 3 and thought, her charms 
diſhonoured, and her power infringed, 
by the ſofteſt oppofition to her ſenti- 
ments, or the ſimalleſt tranſgreſſion of 
her commands. Time might indeed 
cure this {pecies of pride in a mind not 
naturally undiſcerning, and vitiatcd on- 
ly by falle repreſentations; but the ope- 
rations of time are flow ;. and I therefore 
left her to grow wile at leiſure, or to 
continue in error at her own expence. 
Thus I have hitherto, in ſpite of my- 
ſelf,” paſſed my life in frozen celibacy. 
My friends, indeed, often tell me, that 
J flatter my imagination with higher 
hopes than human nature can gratity ; 
that I dreſs up an ideal chariner in all 
the radiance of perfection, and then en- 
ter the world to look for the {ame excel- 
lence in corporeal beauty. But ſurely, 


- 


= 
ls 
: 

1 

4 
q 
3 
» 


— — 


. — — 
— H — —ͤ —„ — — 


: — ed 
— —— 


van heroiſm, was always t 


264 


Nr. Rambler, it is not madneſs to hope 
for ſome terreſtrial lady unſtained with 
the ſpots which I have been deſcribing z 
at leaſt I am reſolved topurſue my pint. & 
for I am ſo far from thinking meanly of 


marriage, that I believe at able to afford 


rr — . 
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the higheſt happineſs decreed to dur 
ſent ſtate; and if after all thefe milcar. 
riages I find a woman that fills up my 
expectation, you ſhall hear once more 
Yours, &c. 
| HrukxNx Aus. 
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THUS THE SLOW OX WOULD GAUDY TRAPPINGS CLAIM: 
THE SPRIGHTLY HORSE WOULD” P LOU G Hoeomooo—s 


TO THE RAMBLER. 

ee, ; 
| Was the ſecond fon of a country 

ntleman by the daughter of a 
wealthy citizen of London. My father 
having by his marriage freed the eſtate 
from a heavy mortgage, and paid his 
ſiſters their portions, thought himſelf 
diſcharged from all obligation to further 
thought, and entitled to ſpend the reſt 
of his life in rural pleaſures. He there- 
fore ſpared nothing that might contri- 
bute to the completion of his felicity; he 

red the beft guns and horſes that 
the kingdom could ſupply, paid large 
falaries to his groom and huntſman, and 
decamethe envy of the country for the 
diſcipline of his hounds. But above all 
his other attainments, he was eminent 


for a breed of pointers and ſetting- dogs, 


which by long and vigilant cultivation 
Ke had fo much improved, that not a 
partridge or heathcack could reſt in ſe- 


* -eufity, and game of whatever ſpecies 
that Jared to light upon his manor, was 


beaten down by his ſhot, or covered 
Miith his nets, 

wo elder brother was very early ini- 
tiated in the chace, and at an age when 
other boys are creeping like ſnails un- 
evillingly to ſchool, he could wind the 
horn, beat the buſhes, bound over hedges, 


and ſwim rivers When the huntſman 


one day broke his leg, he ſupplied his 


2 with equal abilities, and came 
Home with the ſcut in his hat, amidſt the 
acclamations of the whole village. I be- 


Ing either delicate or timorous, leſs do- 
ſirous of honour, or leſs capable of ſyl- 

favourite 
of my mother; becauſe I kept my coat 
clean, and „ free from 
freckles, and did not come home like 


of trade. 
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my brother mired and tanned, nor carry 
corn in my hat to the horſe, nor bring 
clirty curs into the parlour. 

My mother had not been taught to 
amuſe herſelf with beoks, and being 
much inclined to deſpiſe the ignorance 
and barbarity of the country ladies, diſ- 
dained to learn their ſentiments or con- 
verſation, and had made no addition to 
the notions which ſhe had brought from 
the precints of Cornhill. She was, 
therefore, always recounting the glories 
of the city; enumerating the ſucceſſion 
of mayors ; celebrating the magnificence 
of the banquets at Guildhall; and re- 
lating the civilities paid her at the com- 
panies feaſts by men of whom ſome are 
now made aldermen, ſome have fined for 
ſheriffs, and none are worth leſs than 
ety thouſand pounds. She frequently 
diſplayed her father's greatneſs ; told of 
the large bills which he had paid at ſight; 
of the ſums for which his word would 
paſs upon the Exchange; the heaps of 
gold which he uſed on Saturday night 
to toſs about with a ſhovel; the extent 
of his warehouſe, and the ftrength of 
his doors; and when ſhe relaxed her 
imagination with lower ſubjects, deſcrib- 
ed the furniture of their country-houſe, 
or repeated the wit of the clerks and 

rters. : 

By theſe narratives I was fired with 
the ſplendor and dignity of London, aud 

1 1 ca devoted myſelt to 
a thop, and warmed my imagination 
from year to year with enquiries about 
the privileges of a freeman, the power of 
the common council, the dignity of 2 
wholeſale dealer, and the grandeur 
mayoralty, to which my mother aſſured 
me that many had arrived who began 
the world with leſs than myſelf, 

I was very impatient to enter into * 
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th, which led to fach honour and fe- 
leit, but was forced for a time to en- 
dure ſome repreſſion of my eagerneſs, 
for it was my grandfather's maxim, that 
s a young man ſeldom makes much 
money, who is out of his time before 
© two-and- twenty. They thought it 
neceſſary, therefore, to keep me at home 
till the proper age, without any other 
employment than that ot learning mer- 
chants accounts, and the art of regu- 
lating books; but at length the tedious 
days elapſed, I was tranſplanted to town, 
and, with great ſatisfaction to myſelf, 
bound to à haberdaſher, 

My maſtery who had no conception 
of any virtue, merit, or dignity, but 
that of being rich, had all the good 
qualities which naturally ariſe from a 
cloſe and unwearied attention to the 
main chance; his defire to gain wealth 
was ſo well tempered by the vanity of 
ſhewing it, that, without any other prin- 
eiple of action, he lived in the eſteem of 
the whole commercial world; and was 
always treated with reſpect by the only 
men whoſe. good opinion he valued or 
Aolicited, thote who were univerſally al- 
lowed to be richer than himſelf. 

By his inſtructions I learned in a few 
weeks to handle a yard with great dex- 
terity, to wind tape neatly upon the ends 
of my fingers, and to make up parcels 
with exact frugality of paper N pack- 
thread; and ſoon caught from my fel- 
low-apprentices the true grace of a coun- 
ter bow, the careleſs air with which a 
{mall pair of ſcales is to be held between 
the fingers, and the vigour and ſpright- 
lineſs with which the box, after the rib- 
band has been cut, is returned into it's 
place. Having no deſire of any higher 
employment, and therefore applying all 
my powers to the knowledge of m 
trade, I was quickly maſter of all that 
could be known, became a critick in 
fmall wares, contrived ne variations of 
figures, and new mixtures of colours, 
and was ſometimes conſulted by the 
weavers when they projected faſhions for 
the enſuing ſpring. 

With all theſe accompliſhments, in 
the fourth year of my apprenticeſhip, I 
pad a viſit to, my Sen s in the coun- 
try, where I expected to be received as 
a new ornament to the family, and con- 
ſulted by the neighbouring gentlemen as 
a maſter of pecumary knowledge, and 
dy the ladies as an oracle of the mode. 
Int unhappily, at the fir publick table 
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to which I was invited, appeared a ſtu- 
dent of the Temple, and an officer of 
the guards, who looked upon me with 
a ſmile of contempt, which deſtroyed at 
once all my hopes of diſtinction, f, that 
I durſt hardly raife my eyes for fear of 
encountering their ſuperiority of mien. 
Nor was my courage revived by any op- 
portunities of diſplaying my knowledge; 
tor the templar entertained the company 
for part of the day with hiſtorical nar- 
ratives and political obſervations; and 
the colone! afterwards detailed the ad- 
ventures of a birth- night, told the claims 
and expectations of the courtiers, and 
gave an account of aſſemblies, gardens, 
and diverſions. I, indeed, efiayed to 
fill up a paule in a parliamentary debate 
with a faint mention of trade, and Spa- 
niards; and once attempted, with ſome 
warmth, to correct a groſs miſtake about 
a filver breait-knot ; but neither of my 
antagoniſts ſeemed to think a reply ne- 
ceſſary; they reſumed their diſcourſe 
without emotion, and again engroſſed 
the attention of the company ; nor did 
one of the ladies appear deſitous to know 
my opinion of her dreſs, or to hear how 
long the carnation ſhot with white, that 
was then new amongſt them, had been 
antiquated in town. 

As II knew that neither of theſe gen- 
Hemen had more money than myſelf, I 
could not diſcover what had depreſſed 
me in their preſence; nor why they were 
conſidered by others as more worthy of 
attention and reſpectʒ and thetefore re- 
ſolved, when we met again, to rouſe my 
ſpirit, and force myſelf into notice. 1 
went very early to the next weekly meet- 
ing, and was entertaining a ſmall circle 
very ſucceſsfully with a minute repre- 
ſentation of my lord mayor's ſhoves, 
when the colonel entered careleſs and 
gay, fat down with a kind of uncere- 
monious civility, and without appearing 
to intend any interruption, dre my au- 
dience away to the other part of the 
room, to which I had not the courage 
to follow them. Soon after came in the 
lawyer, not indeed with the fame at- 
traction of mien, but with greater pow- 
ers of language; and by one or other the 
company was ſo happily amuſed, that I 
was neither heard nor ſeen, nor was 
able to give any other proof of my exiſt- 
ence than that I put round the glats, 


and was in my turn permi:ted to name 


— 


the toaſt. 
My mother, indeed, ehdeavoured th 
LI comfort 


| 
| 
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comfort me in my vexation, by telling 
me, that A theſe ſhowy talkers 
were hardly able to pay every one his 


own; that he who has money in his 
pocket need not care what any man ſays 
of him; that, if I minded my trade, the 
time will come when lawyers and ſol- 
diers would be glad to borrow out of my 
ez and that it is fine, when a man 
can ſet his hands to his ſides, and ſay he 
is worth forty thouſand pounds every 
day of the year. 'Theſe and many more 
ſuch conſolations and encouragements I 
received from my good mother, which 
however did not mueh allay my uneaſt- 
neſs; for having by ſome accident heard, 
that the country ladies deſpiſed her as a 
cit, I had therefore no longer much re- 
verence for her opinions, but conſidered 
her as one whoſe ignorance and preju - 
dice had hurried me, though without 
Wl intentions, into a ſtate of meanneſs 
and ignominy, from which I could not 
find any poſſibility of riſing to the rank 
which my anceſtors had always held. 

I returned, however, to my maſter, 
and buſied myſelf among thread, and 
filks, and laces, but without my former 
cheerfulneſs and alacrity, I had now 
no longer any felicity in contemplatin 
the exact diſpoſition of my powd 
curls, the equal plaits of my ruffles, or 
the gloſſy blackneſs of my ſhoes; nor 


— 
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OTHINC has more retarded the 

' advancement of learning than the 
diſpoſition of vulgar minds to ridicule 
and vilify what they cannot comprehend. 
All induſtry mutt be excited by hope; 
and as the ftudent often propoſes no 
other reward to himſelf than praiſe, he 
is eafily diſcouraged by contempt and 
inſult. He who brin 
a clamorous multitude the timidity of 
recluſe ſpeeulation, and has never har- 
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with him into 


heard with my former elevation choſe 
compliments which ladies ſometimes 
condeſcended to pay me on my readi. 
neſs in twiſting a paper, or counting out 
the | term of Young Man, 
with which I was ſometimes honoured, 


as I carried a parfeb to the door of z 


coach, tortured my imagination; I grew 
negligent of my perſon, and ſullen in 
my temper, often miſtook the demandg 

the cuſtomers, treated their caprices 
and objections with contempt, and re. 
ceived and diſmiſſed them with ſurly 
ſilence. 

My maſter was: afraid left the ſhop 
ſhould ſuffer by this change of my he. 
haviour ; and, therefore, after ſome ex. 
poſtulations, poſted me in the warehouſe, 
and preſerved me from the danger and 
reproach of deſertion, to which my dif. 
content would certainly have urged me, 
had I continued any longer behind the 
counter, f 

In the ſixth year of my ſervitude my 
brother died of drunken joy, for having 
run down a fox that had baffled all the 
packs in the province. I was new heir, 
and with the hearty cohſent of my ma- 
ſter commenced gentleman. The ad- 
vencures in vhicł my new character en- 
gaged me ſhall be communicated in ano- 
ther letter, by, Sir, Your 83 &c. 
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THE sobs THEY CHALLENGE, AND AFFECT THE SEIES! 
nEAV'D ON OLYMPUS TOTT'RING OSSA STOOD; 
ON O8SA, PELION NODS WITH ALL XIS' WOOD» 


Porz. 


dened his front in publick life, or accu- 
tomed his paſſions to the viciſſitudes and 
accidents, the triumphs and defeats of 
mixed converſation, will bluſh at 

ſtare of petulent ineredulity, and ſuffer 
himſelf to be driven by a-burft of laugh 


ter from the fortreſſes of demonſtration. 


Fhe mechaniſt will be afraid to aſſert 
before hardy contradiction, the poſſibi- 
lity of tearing down bulwarks with 3 
Glk-worm's thread; and the aſtronomer! 
of relating the rapidity of. light, the dif 
tance. of the fixed ſtars, and' the height 
of the lunar mountains. If 
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1 could by any efforts have ſhaken 
of this 9 Rog I had not ſheltered 
myſelf under a borrowed name, nor ap- 
plied to you for the means of commu- 
nicating to the publick the theory of a 
2 a ſubject which, except ſome 

ight and 


tranſient ſtrictures, has been 
hitherto neglected by thoſe who were 
beſt qualified to adorn it, either for 
want of leiſure to proſecute the various 
reſearches in which a nice difcuſſion 
muſt engage them, or becauſe it requires 
ſuch diverlity of apy a and ſuch 
extent of curioſity, as is ſcarcely to be 
found in any ſingle intelle&: or perhaps 
others foreſaw the tumults which would 
be raiſed againſt them, and confined their 
knowledge to their own breaſts, and 
= abandoned prejudice and folly to the 
direction of chance. 

That the profeſſors of literature ge- 
nerally reſide in the higheſt ſtories, 
been immemorially obſerved. The wiſ- 
dom of the ancients was well acquaint- 
e] with the intellectual advantages of an 
elevated fituation : why elſe were the 
Muſes ſtationed on Olympus or Par- 
naſſus by thoſe who could with equal 


among the flexures of Meander ? Why 
Was 25 himſelf nurſed upon a moun- 
tain? or why did the poddeſſes, when 
the prize of beauty was conteſted, t 

the cauſe u the top of Ida? Such 
were the fictions by which the great 
maſters of the earlier ages endeavoured 
d inculcate to poſterity the importance 
of a garret, which, though they had 
deen long obſcured by the negligence and 
= 1gnorance of ſucceeding times, were well 
We enforced by the celebrated ſymbol of 
J Pythagoras ——_ qveeay veivrey Thy RK 
= © Tow — when the wind blows, 
= © worſhip it's echo. This could not 
but be underſtood by his diſciples as an 
Y inviolable injunction to live in a » 
which I have found frequently viſited by 
We the echo and the wind. Nor was the 
= tradition wholly obliterated in the a 

f Auguſtus, for Tibullus . 


= <gratulates himſelf upon his = 
| ytha- 


dt without ſome alluſion to the 


3 2 e . wentos audire cubantem 
1 gelidas bybernut agus cùm fuderit | 
. g mw s cam fu auſter, 


re juvante, ſequi ! 
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nga, have raiſed them bowers in the 
of Tempe, or erected their altars 


And it is impoſſible not to diſcover 
the fondneſs of Lucretius, an earlier 
writer, for a garret, in his deſcription 
of the lofty towers of ſerene learning; 
and of the pleaſure with which a wiſe 
man looks down upon the confuſed and 


erratick ſtate of the world moving be- 
low him. 
Sed wil dulcius eft, bene quam munita tenerg 


Edita doctrinã ſapientum templa ſerena; 
Deſpicere unde queas alios, paſſimque wvidere 
Errare, atque viam palanteis quarers vitæ. 


To virtue's heights, with wiſdom well ſup 
ly'd, ; 
And all the magazinesof learning fortify'd 1 
From thence to look below on human kind, 
Bewilder'sd in the maze of life, and blind. 
Davox- 


— Tis ſweet thy lab'ring ſte ps to _ 


The inſtitution has, indeed, conti- 
nued ti dur own time; the 


"th6.oviginalreaſon for which it was efta- 
bliſhed. 


Cauſa latet; res eft notiſſima. 


The cauſe is ſecret, but th effect is known. 
. ADD1I30Ns 


Conjectures have, indeed, been ad- 
vanced concerning theſe habitations of 
literature, but without much ſatisfac- 
tion to the judicions enquirer. Some 
have imagined, that the garret is ge- 
nerally choſen by the wits, as moſt ea- 
ſily rented ; and concluded that no man 
rejoices in his aerial abode, but on the 
days of payment, Others ſuſpect, that 


a garret is chiefly convenient, as it is 
remoter than any other part of the houſe 


from the outer-door ; which is often ob- 


ſerved to be infeſted by viſitants, who 


talk inceſſantly of beer, or linen, or a 
coat, and repeat the ſame ſounds every 


morning, and ſometimes again in the 
afternoon, without any variation, ex- 
cept that they grow daily more impor- 
tunate and clamorcus, and raiſe their 


voices in time from mournfu} murmurs 


to raging vociferations. This eternal 
| L1z 


o 


267 
How ſweet in ſleep to paſs the catelefs hours, 
Lull'd by the beating winds and daſhing 


a ret is ſtill. 
the uſual receptacle of the ꝑhiloſopher and 
pont; hut this, like many ancient cuſ- 
tens, is perpetuated only by an acci- }. 
dental imitation, without knowledge of 


monote! y 
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monotouy is alwa 
whoſe cliief ple 

knowledge, and vary his ideas, Others 
talk of treedom from noiſe, and ab- 
fraftion from common bufineſs or a- 


muſements; and ſome yet more vifiona- 


ry, tell us that the ſaculties are enlarged 
by open proſpects, and that the fancy is 
more at liberty when the eye ranges 
without confinement. 

Theſe conveniencies may perhaps all 
be found in a well-choſen garret; but 
furely they cannot be ſuppoſed ſuffici- 
ently important to have operated unva- 
riably upon different climates, diſtant 
ages, and ſeparate nations.” Of an uni- 
verſal practice, there muſt ſtill be pre- 
ſumed an univerſal cauſe, which, how- 
ever recondite and abſtruſe, may be per- 


haps reſerved to make me illuſtrious by. 


it's diſcovery, and you by it's promul- 
gation. 

It is univerſally known that the fa- 
culties of the mind are invigorated or 
weakened by the ſtate of the body, and 
that the body is in a great meaſure regu- 
lated by the various compreſſions of the 
ambient element. The effets of the 
air in the production or cure of corpo- 


real maladies have been acknowledged 


from the time of Hippocrates; but no 
man has yet ſufficiently conſidered how 
far it may influence the operations of 
the genius, though every day affords 
inſtances of local underſtanding, of wits 
and reaſoners, whoſe faculties are adapt - 
ed to ſome ſingle ſpot, and who, when 
they are removed to any other place, 
fink at once into ſilence and ſtupidity. 
I have diſcovered, by a long ſeries of ob- 
ſervations, that invention and elocution 
ſuffered great impediments from denſe 
and impure vapours, and that the tenui- 
ty of a defecated air at a proper diſtance 
fram the ſurface of the earth, accele- 
rates the fancy, and ſets at liberty t 
intellectual powers which were be 
thackled by too ſtrong attraction, af 
unable to expand themſelves under 
preſſure of a groſs atmoſphere, I have 
found dulneſs to quicken into ſentiment 
ina thin ether, as water, though not 
very hot, boils in a receiver partly ex- 
hauſted; and heads, in appearance empty, 
have teemed with notions upon riſing 
ground, as the flaccid ſides of a football 
would have {welled out into ſtiffneſs and 
extenhon. 

For this reaſon I never think my- 


elf qualified to judge deciſively of any 


4 


deteſtahle to a man 
is to enlarge his 


man's faculties, whom I have on! 

known in one degree of elevation; but 
take ſome opportunity of attending hin 
from the cellar to the garret, and ti 

upon him all the various degrees of ra. 
refa&tion and conden'ation, tenſion and 
laxity, If he is neither vivacious aloft, 
nor ſerious below, I then conſider him a; 
hopeleſs; but as it ſeldom happens, that 
I do not find the temper to which the 
texture of his brain is fitted, I accommg. 
date him in time with a tube of mer. 
cury, frit marking the point moſt fa. 
vourable to his intellects, according to 
rules which I have long ſtudied, and 
which I may, perhaps, reveal to man. 
kind in a complete treatiſe on barome. 
trical pneumatology. 

Another cauſe of the gaiety and 
ſprightlineſs of the dwellers in gartets 
is: probably the increaſe of that verti. 
ginous motion, with which we are car. 
ried round by the diurnal revolution of 
the earth. The power of agitation upon 
the ſpirits is well known ; every man haz 


felt his heart lightened in a rapid vehicle, 


or on a galloping horſe; and nothing is 
plainer, than that he who towers to the 
fifth ſtory is whirled through more 
{ſpace by every, circumrotation, than an- 
other that grovels upon the ground- 
floor. The nations between the tro- 
picks are known to be ficry, inconſtant, 
inventive, and fanciful ; hecaule, liv- 
ing at the utmoſt length of the earth's 
diameter, they are carried about with 
more ſv-iftneſs than . thoſe whom nature 
has placed nearer to the poles ; and there- 
tore, as it becomes a wiſe man to ſtrug- 
gle with the inconveniencies of his coun- 
try, whenever celerity and acutene!s 
are requiſite, we muſt actuate our lan- 
guor by taking a few turns round the 
center in a garret. : 

If you imagine that J aſcribe to ail 
and motion effects which they cannot 
produce, I defire you to conſult your 
own memory, and conſider whether yu 


have never known a man acquire _ 


tation in his garret, which, when fer- 
tune or a patron had placed him upon 
the firſt floor, he was unable to mam- 
tain; and who never recovered his fore 


mer vigour of underſtanding till he was 


reſtored. to his original ſituation. That a 
garret will make every man a Wit, Jam 
very far from ſuppoſing z I know thee 
are ſome who would - continue block 
heads even on the ſummit of the Andes, 


: t let 
or on the peak of Teneriffe. on 


not any man be conſidered as unim- 
roveable till this potent remedy has 
een tried; for perhaps he was formed 
to be great only in a garret, as the joiner 
of Aretæus was rational in no other 


place but his own ſhop. 


I think a frequent removal to various 
diſtances from the center, ſo neceſſary 
to 4 juſt eſtimate of intellectual abili- 
ties, and conſequently of fo great uſe 
in education, that if I hoped that the 

ublick could be perſuaded to fo expen- 


five an experiment, I would propoſe, 


that there ſhould be a cavern dug, and 
à tower erected, like thoſe which Bacon 
deſcribes in Solomon's houle, for the 
expanſion and concentration of under- 
ſtanding, according to the exigence of 
different employments, or conſtitutions. 


Perhaps ſome that tume away in medi- 


ö — and! ' 
tations upon time and {pace m the tower, 


might compoſe tavles of intereſt at a - 
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certain depth; and he that upon level 
ground ſtagnates in ſilence, or creeps in 
narrative, might, at the height of half 
a mile, terment into merriment, ſparkle 
with repartee, and froth with declama- 
tion. | « | 
Addi ſon obſerves, that we may find 
the heat of Virgil's climate in ſome 
lines of his Georgick : ſo, when I read 
a compoſition, I immediately determine 
the height of the author's habitation. 
As an elaborate performance is com- 
monty faid to ſmell of the lamp, my 
commendation of a noble thought, a 
ſprightly ſally, or a bold. figure, is to 
pronounce it frcſh from the garret; an 
expreſſion which would break from me 
upon the peruſal of moſt of your pa- 
pers, did I not believe, that you ſome- 
times quit the garret, and aſcend into 
the cock-loft, 
HYPERTATUS. 


Ne CXVIII. SATURDAY, MAY 4, 1751. 


URGENTUR, IGNOTIQUE LUNGA 
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IN ENDLESS NIGHT THEY SLEEP, UNWEPT, UNKNOWNs 


ICERO has, with his uſuat ele- 

gance and magnificence ef language, 
attempted, in his relation of the dream 
of Scipiv, to depreciate thoſe honours 
for which he himſelf appears to have 
panted with reſtleſs ſolicitude, by ſhew- 
ing within what narrow limits all that 
fame and celebrity which man can hope 
from men is circumſeribhed. 

Lou ſee, ſays Africanus, pointing 
at the earth, from the celeſtial regions, 
© that the globe aſſigned to the reſidence 
* and habitation of human beings is of 
* ſmall dimenſions : how then can you 
obtain from the praiſe of men any 
glory worthy of a wiſh? Of this lit- 
* tle world the inhabited parts are nei- 
ther numerous nor wide; even the 
© ſpots where men are to be found are 
broken by intervening deſerts ; and 
* the nations are ſo ſeparated as that no- 
thing can be tranſmitted from one to 
* another. With the people of the ſouth 
dy whom the oppoſite part of the earth 
* is poſſeſſed, you have no intercourſe ; 
* and by how ſmall a tra& do you com- 
* municate with the countries of the 


north? The territory which you in- 


* FRANCIS. 


© habit is no more than a ſcanty iſland 
incloſed by a ſmall body of water, to 
which you give the name of the Great 
Sea and the Atlantick Ocean. And 
even in this known and trequented 
contineut, what hope can you enter- 
tain, that your renown will paſs the 
ſtream or Ganges, or the cliffs of 
Caucatus? Or by whom will your 
name be uttered in the extremities of 
the north or ſouth, towards the riſmg 
or the ſetting ſun? So narrow is the 
pace to which your fame can be pro- 
pagated; and even there how long will 
it remain ?? 

He chen proceeds to aſſign natural 
cauſes why rame 1s not only narrow in 
it's extent, but ſhort in it's duration; 
he obſerves the difference between the 
computation of time in earth and heaven, 
and declares, that according to the ce- 


Tf. c v 


: we. To 


leſtial chronology, no human honours 


can laſt a ſingle year. 
Such are the objections by which 
Tully has made a ſhew of 3 b 

the purſuit of fame; objections whic 
ſufficiently diſcover his tenderneſs and 
regard for his darling phantom. Ho- 
| Mer, 
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there will be found very little deſire of 


mer, when the plan of his poem made 
the death of Patroclus neceſſary, re- 
ſolved, at leaſt, that he ſhould die with 
honour; and therefore brought down 
againſt him the patron god of Troy, and 
left to Hector only the mean taſk of 
giving the laſt blow to an enemy whom 
2 divine hand had diſabled from reſiſt- 
ance. Thus Tully ennobles fame, which 
he profeſſes to degrade, by oppoling it 
to celeſtial happineſs; he confines not 
it's extent but by the boundaries of na- 
ture, nor contFaRts it's duration but by 
repreſenting it ſmall in the eſtimation of 
fapenior beings. He ſtill admits it the 
higheſt and nobleſt of terreſtrial objects, 
and alledges little more againſt it, than 
that it is neither without end, nor with- 
out limits. 

What might be the effect of theſe ob- 
fervations conveyed in Ciceronian elo- 
quence to Roman underſtandings, can- 
not be determined; but few of thoſe who 
mall in the preſent age read my humble 
verſion, will find themſelves much de- 
preſſed in their or retarded in 
their defigns ; for I am not inclined to 
Believe, that they who among us paſs 
their lives in the cultivation of know- 
ledge, or acquiſition of power, have 
very anxiouſly enquired what opinions 
prevail on the further banks of the 
Ganges, or invigorated any effort by 
the Lire of ſpreading their renown 
among the clans of Caucaſus. The 


hopes and fears of modern minds are 


content to range in a narrower compaſs; 
a fingle nation, and a few years, have 


generally ſufficient amplitude to ill our 


imaginations. 
little conſideration will indeed 


teach us, that fame has other limits than 
mountains and oceans; and that he who 


laces happineſs in the frequent repeti- 
Lion of di nant; may ſpend his life in 
propagating it, without any danger of 
weeping for new worlds, or neceſſity of 
paſſing the Atlantick ſea. 5 
The numbers to whom any real and 
3 good or evil can be derived 
y the greateſt power, or moſt active 
diligence, are inconſderable; and where 
neither benefit nor miſchief operate, the 
only motive to the mention or remem- 
brance of others is curioſity ; a paſſion 
which, though in ſome degree univer- 


ally affociated to reaſon, is eaſily con- 


fined, overborne, or diverted from any 


particular object. 


Among the lower claſſes of mankind 


a. 


any other knowledge than what may 
contribute immediately to the relief of 
ſome preſſing uncaſineſs, or the attain. 
ment of ſome near advantage. TheTurks 


are ſaid'to hear with wonder a propoſal to 


walk out only that they may walk back ; 
and enquire why any man thould labour 
for nothing: ſo thoſe whoſe condition 
has always reſtrained them to the con- 
templation of their own neceſſities, and 
who have been accuſtomed to look for- 
ward only to a ſmall diſtance, will 
ſcarcely underſtand, why nights and 
days ſhould be ſpent in ſtudies, which 
end in new ſtudies, znd which, accord- 
ing to Malherbe's obſervation, do not 


tend to leſſen the price of bread; nor 


will the trader or manufacturer eaſily be 
perſuaded, that much pleaſure can ariſe 
from the mere knowledge of actions 
performed in remote regions, or in diſ- 
tant times; or that any thing can deſerve 
their enquiry, of which xaio; e 4xveurr, 
di T4 33,489, we can only hear the report, 
but which cannot influence our lives by 
any conſequences. 

he truth is, that very few have lei- 
ſure, from indiſpenſible buſineſs, to em- 
ploy their thoughts upon narrative or 
characters; and among thoſe to whom 
fortune has given the liberty of living 
more by their own choice, many create 
to themſelves engagements, by the in- 
dulgence of ſome petty ambition, the 
admiſhon of ſome inſatiable defire, or 


the tolerat ion of ſome predominant paſ- 


fron. The man whole whole wiſh is to 
accumulate money, has no. other care 
than to collect intereſt, to eſtimate ſe- 
curities, and to engage for mortgages: 
the lover diſdains to turn his ear to any 
other name than that of Corinna; and 
the courtier thinks the hour loſt, which 
is not ſpent in promoting his intereſt, 
and facilitating his advancement, The 
adventures of valour, and the diſco- 
veries of ſcience, will find a cold recep - 


tion, when they are obtruded upon an 


attention thus bufy with it's favourite 
amuſement, and impatient of interrup- 
tion or diſturbance. 

But not only ſuch employments as 
ſeduce attention by a ces of dig · 
nity, or promiſes of happineſs, may re · 
ſtrain the mind from excurſion and en- 
quiry ; curioſity may be equally deſtroy- 


ed by leſs formidable enemies; it may 


be diſſipated in trifles, or con by 


indolence, The ſportſman (he ens. 
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of dreſs have their heads filled with a 
fox or a horſe-race, 4 feather or a ball; 
and live in ignorance of every thing be- 
fide, with as muc un content as he that 
heaps up gold, or ſolicits preferment, 
digs the field, or beats the anvil; and 
ſome yet lower in the ranks of intellect, 
dream out their days without pleaſure 
or buſineſs, without joy or forrow, nor 
ever rouze from their lethargy to hear or 
yy of theſe who have dedicated 
themſelves to knowledge, the far greater 
part have confined their curioſity to a 
few objects, and have very little incli- 
nation to promote any fame, but that 
which their own ſtudies entitle them to 
partake. The naturaliſt has no deſire 
to know the opinions or conjectures of 
the philologer; the botaniſt looks upon 
the aftronomer as a being unworthy of 
his regard; the lawyer ſcarcely hears the 
name of a phyſician without contempt ; 
and he that is growing great and happy 
by electrifying a bottle, wonders how 
the world can be engaged by trifling 

ttle about war or peace. 

If, therefore, he that imagines the 
world filled with his actions and praiſes, 
fall ſubdu& from the number of his 
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encqmiaſts, all thoſe who are placed be- 

low the flight of fame, and who hear 

in the vallies of life no voice but that 

of neceſſity; all thoſe who imagine 

themſelves too important to regard him, 
and conſider the mention of his name as 

an uſurpation of their time; all who are 

too much, or too little pleaſed with 

themſelves, to attend to any thing ex- 

ternal; all who are attracted by pleaſure, 

or chained down by pain, to unvaried 

ideas; all who are withheld from at- 
tending his triumph by different pur- 

ſuits; and all who ſtumber in univerſal 

negligence; he will find his renown 

ſtraitened by nearer bounds than the 

rocks of Caucaſus, and perceive that 

no man can be venerable or formidable, 

but to a ſmall part of his fellow-crea- 

tures. 

That we may not languiſh in our en- 
deavours after excellence, it is neceſ- 
fary, that, as Africanus counſels his 
deſcendant we raiſe our eyes to high< 
© er proſpects, and contemplate our fu- 
© ture and eternal ſtate, without giving 
© up our hearts to the praiſe of crowds, 
© or fixing our hopes on ſuch reward 
© as human power can beſtow.” | 
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NX, 
A* notwithſtanding all that wit, or 
| malice, or pride, or prudence, will 
be able to fave, men bed women muſt 
at laſt — their lives together, I have 
never therefore thought thoſe writers 
friends to human happineſs, who en- 
deavour to excite in either ſex a general 
contempt or ſuſpicion of the other. To 
perſuade them who are entering the 
world, and looking abroad for a fuit- 
able aſſociate, that all are equally vici- 
ous, or equally ridiculous; that they who 
truſt are certainly betrayed, and they 
who eſteem are always diſappointed ; is 
not toawaken judgment, but to inflame 
temerity. Without hope there can be 
no caution.  'Fhoſe who are convinced, 
that no reaſon for preference can be 
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found, wilt never haraſs their thoughte 
with doubt and deliberation; they will re- 
folve, ſince they axe dopmed to milery, 
that no needleſs anxiety ſhall diſturb 
their quiet; they will plunge at * 
into the crowd, and ſnatch the fir 
hand that ſhall be held toward them. 

That the world is overrun with vice, 
cannot be denied; but vice, however pre- 
dominant, has not yet gained an unlimit- 
ed dominion- Simple and unmingled 
good is not in our power, but we may 
generally eſcape a greater evil by ſuffer 
ing a leis ; and therefore thoſe who un 
dertake to initiate the young and ignorant 
in the knowledge of Rfe, ſhould be care- 
ful to inculeate the poſſibility of virtue 
and happineſs, and to encou endea- 
vours by proſpecs of ſucceſs. 


You, perhaps, de not ſuſpect, that . 
- theſe 


i 
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theſe are the ſentiments of one who has 
been ſubject for many years to all the 
hardſhips of antiquated virginity ; has 
been long accuſtomed to the coldneſs of 
neglect, and the petylanee of inſult ; 
his been mortified in full aſſemblies by 
enquiries after forgotten faſhions, games 
long diſuſed, and wits and beauties of 
ncient renown; has been invited, with 
malicious importunity,. to the ſecond 
wedding of many acquaintances; has 
been ridiculed by two generations of co- 
quettes in whiſpers intended to be heard ; 
and been long conſidered, by the airy and 
gay, as too venerable, for familiarity, 
and too wiſe for pleaſure. It is indeed 
natural for injury to provoke anger, and 
by continual repetition to produce an 
habitual, aſperity; yet I have hitherto 
ſtruggled with ſo much vigilance againſt 
my pride, and my reſentment, that I 
have preſerved my temper uncorrupted. 
IT have not yet made it any part of my 
employment to collect ſentences againſt 
marriage z nor am inclincd to leſſen the 
number of the few friends whom time 
has left me, by obſtructing that happi- 
neſs which I cannot partake, and vent - 
my vexation in cenſures of the for- 
wardneſs and indiſcretion of guns, or 
the inconſtancy, taſteleſIneſs, and per- 
Hdy of men. 

It is, indeed, not very difficult to 
bear that condition to which we are not 
condemned by neceſſity, but induced by 
obſervation 'and chvicez and therefore 
I, perhaps, have never yet felt all the 
malignity with which a reproach, edged 
with the appellation of old maid, ſwells 
ſome of thoſe hearts in which it is in- 
fixed. I was not condemned in my 
youth to ſolitude, either by indigence 
or deformity, nor paſſed the earlier part 
of life without the flattery of courtſhip, 
and the joys of triumph. I have danced 
the round of gaicty amidſt the murmurs 
of envy, and gratulations of applauſe; 
been attended from pleaſure to pleaſure 
by the great, the ſpriglitly, and the vain ; 
and ſeen my regard ſolicited by the ob- 


fequiouſneſs of gallantry, the gaiety of 


wit, and the timidity of love. If, there- 
fore, I am yet a ſtranger to nuptial hap- 
pineſs, I ſuffer only the conſequences of 
my own reſolves, and can look back 
upon the ſucceſſion of lovers, whoſe ad- 
dreſſes I have rejected, without grief and 
without malice. | 
When my name firſt began to be in- 
ſeribed upon glaſſes, I was honowgd 
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with the amorons profeſſions of the gay 
Venuſtulus, a gentleman who, bein 

the only ſon of a wealthy family, hal 
been 4 — in all the wantonneſs of 
expence, and ſoftneſs. of effeminacy, 
He was beautiful in.his perſon, and ealy 
in his addreſs, and therefore ſoon gain. 
ed upon my eye at an age when the 
ſight is very little over-ruled by the un- 
derſtanding. He had not any power in 
himſelf of gladdening or amuſing ; but 
ſupplied his want of converſation by 
treats and diverſions ; and his chief art 
of courtſhip was to fill the mind of his 
miſtrefs with parties, rambles, muſick, 
and ſhews.. We were often engaged in 
ſhort excurſions to gardens and ſeats, 
and I was for a while pleaſed with the 
care which Venuſtulus diſcovered in ſe- 
curing me from any appearance of dan- 


ger, or poſſibility of miſchance. He ne- 


ver failed to recommend caution to his 
coachman, or to promiſe the waterman 
2 reward if he landed us ſafe; and al- 
ways contrived to return by day-light 
for fear of robbers. This extraordina- 
ty ſolicitude was repreſented for a time 
as the effect of his tenderneſs for me; 
but fear is too ſtrong for continued hy- 
2 I ſoon diſcovered, that Venu- 
ulus had the cowardice as well as ele- 
gance of a female. His imagination was 
perpetually clouded with terrors, and he 
could ſcarcely refrain from fcreams and 
outcries at any accidental ſurpriſe. He 
durit not enter a room if a rat was heard 
behind the wainſcot, nor croſs a fic!d 
where the cattle were friſking in the ſun- 
ſhine; the leaſt breeze that waved upon 
the river was a ſtorm, and every clamour 
in the ſtreet was a cry of fire. I hære 
ſeen him loſe his colour when my {quir- 
rel had broke his chain; and was forced 
to throw water in his face on the {udden 
entrance of a black cat. Compaſſion 
once obliged me to drive away with my 
fan a beetle that kept him in diſtreſs, and 
chide off a dog that yelped at his heels, 
to which he would gladly have given up 
me to facilitate his own eſcape. Women 
naturally expe& defence and protection 
from a lover or a huſband, and there- 
fore you will not think me culpable in 
refuſing a wretch who would have bur- 
dened life with unneceſſary fears, and 
flown to me for that ſuccour which it 
was his duty to have given. 
My next lover was Fungoſa, the fo} 
of a ſtock · jobber, whoſe viſits my friends, 


by the importunity of perſuaſion, le, 
vailed 
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me to allow. Fungoſa 
was no very ſuitable companion ; for 
having been bred in a counting-houle, 
he ſpoke a language unintelligible in 
any other place, He had no deſire 
of any reputation, , but that of an 
acute prognoſticator of the changes in 
the funds; nor had any means of raiſ- 
ing merriment, but by telling how ſome- 
body was overreached in a bargain by 
his father. He was, however, a yout 
of great ſobriety and prudence, and fre- 
quently informed us how carefully he 
would improve my fortune. I was not 
in haſte to conclude the match, but was 
ſo much awed by -my parents, that I 
durſt not diſmiſs him, and might per- 
haps have been doomed for ever to the 
groſſneſs of N and the jargon of 
uſury, had not a fraud been diſcovered 
n the ſettlement, which ſet me free from 
the perſecution of groveling pride and 
pecuniary impudence. 

I was afterwards ſix months without 
any particular notice, but at laſt became 
the idol of the glittering Floſculus, who 
preſcribed the mode of embroidery to 
all the fops of his time, and varied at 
pleaſure the cock of every hat, and the 
ſleeve of every coat, that appeared in 
faſhionable aſſemblies. Floſculus made 
ſome impreſſion upon my heart-by a 
compliment which few ladies can hear 
without emotion; he commended my 
Mill in dreſs, my judgment in ſuiting 
eolours, and my art in diſpoſing orna- 
ments. But Floſculus was tos much 
engaged by his own elegance, to be ſuf- 
ficiently attentive to the duties of a lover, 
or to pou with varied praiſe an ear 
made delicate by riot of adulation, He 
expected to be repaid part of his tribute, 


hailed upon 


and ſtaid away three days becauſe I 


neglected to take notice of a new coat. 
I quickly found, that Floſculus was 


© rather a rival than an admirer; and that 
we ſhould probably live in a perpetual 


ſtruggle of emulous finery, and ſpend 


eur lives in ſtratagems to be firſt in the 


ion. 


I had ſoon after the honour at a feaſt 


ef attrafting the eyes of Dentatus, one 


* thoſe human beipgs whoſe only happi- 
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neſs is to dine. Dentatus regaled me with 


foreign varieties, told me of meaſures 
that he had laid for procuring the beſt 


cook in France, and entertained me with 
bills of fare, preſcribed the arrange- 
ment of diſhes, and taught me two 
ſauces invented by himſelf. At length, 
ſuch is the uncertainty of human hap- 
ineſs, I declared my opinion too halli 
ly upon a pie made under his own direc- 
tion ; after which he grew ſo cold and 

negligent, that he was eaſily diſmiſſed. 
any other lovers, or pretended 
lovers, I have had the honour to lead a 
while in triumph. But two of them I 
drove from me, by diſcovering that they 
had no taſte or knowledge in muſick g 
three I diſmiſſed, becauſe they were 
drunkards; two, becauſe they paid their 
addreſſes at the ſame time to other ladies; 
and fix, becauſe they attempted to influ. 
ence my choice, by bribing my maid, 
Two more I diſcarded at the ſecond vi- 
ſit, for obſcene alluſions; and five for 

drollery on religion. In the latter pars 

of my reign, I ſentenced two to perpe- 
tual exile, for offering me ſettlements, 
by which the children of a former mar- 
riage would have been injured; four, for 
repreſenting falſely the value of their 
ſy ts three for concealing their debts 
and one fer raiſing the rent of a decrepit 

tenant. | 
I have now ſent you anarrative, which 
the ladies may oppoſe to the tale of 
Hymenzeus. I mean not to depreciate 
the ſex which has produced poets and 
philoſophers, heroes and martyrs; but 
will not ſuffer the riſing generation of 
beauties to be dejected by partial fatireg 
or to imagine, that thoſ who cenſured 
them have not likewiſe their follies, and 
their vices. I do not yet believe bappi- 
neſs unattainable in marriage, though L 
have never yet been able to find a man 
with whom I could prudently venture 
an inſeparable union, It is neceſſary to 
expoſe faults, that their deformity may 
be ſeen; but the veproach ought not to 
be extended beyond the crime, nor either 
ſex to be condemned, becauſe ſome wo- 
men, or men; are indelicate or diſhoneſt, 
I am, &, TRANGPIITA. 
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2EDDITUM CYRIL $OLTO PHRAATEN 
| DISSIDENS PLEBT, NUMERO BEATORUM 
| | SXIMIT VIRTUS, POFULUMQUE FAL$18 
| , DPEDOCET UTIL 
Hot. 


TRUE VIRTUE CAN THE CROWD UNTEACH 
THEIR FALSE MISTAKEN FORMS OF SPEECH þ 
VIRTUE TO CROWDS A FOE PROFEST, 
" DISDAINS TO NUMBER WITH THE BLEsT 
PHRAATES, BY HIS SLAVES ADOR'D, | 
AND TO THE FARTHIAN CROWN RESTOR'D. 


E | VOCIBVS. 
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N the reign of Jenghiz Can, conque- 
I ror of the caft, — city of Samar- 
cand, lived Nouradin the merchant, re- 
nowned throughout all the regions of 
India for the extent of his commerce, 
and the integrity of his dealings. His 
warehouſes were filled with all the com- 
Modities of the remoteſt nations ; every 


— * . „„ 4 3 - — 
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whatever was valuable, whatever was 

uſeful, haſted to his hand. The ſtreets 

were crowded with his carriages; the ſea 

was covered with his ſhips ;_ the ſtreams 
of Oxus were wearied with conveyance, 

and every breeze of the ſky wafted wealth 
to Nouradin. 

At length Nouradin felt himſelf ſeiz- 
ed with a flow malady, which he firſt 
endeavoured todivert by application, and 
afterwards to relieve by luxury and in- 

ce; but finding his ſtrength every 

day leſs, he was at laſt terrified, and 
led for help upon the ſages of phyſick; 
they filled his apartments with alexiphar- 
micks, reſtoratives, and eſſential virtues; 
the pearls of the ocean were diſſolved, the 
ſpices of Arabia were diſtilled, and all 
powers of nature were employed to 
give new ſpirits to his nerves, and new 

Ifam to his blood. Nouradin was for 


* 
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gorated with 'cordials, or foothed with 
anodynes; but the diſeaſe preyed upon 
his vitals, and he ſoon diſcovered with 
indignation, that health was not to be 
bought. He was confined to his cham- 
ber, deſerted by his phyſicians, and 
rarely viſited by his friends; but his un- 
willingneſs to die- flattered him long 
with hopes of life. 
At length, having paſſed the night 
in tedious Janguor, he called to him Al- 
mamoulin, his only ſon; and diſmiſſing 


rarity of nature, every curioſity of art, 


ſome time amuſed with promiſes, invi- 


Francis. 


his attendants—* My ſon, ' ſays he, * be. 
© hold here the weakneſs and fragility 
© of man; look backward a few days, 
* thy father was great and happy, freſh 
© as the vernal roſe, and ſtrong as the 
© cedar of the mountain; the nations of 
© Aſia drank his dews, and art and com- 
© merce delighted in his ſhade. Male- 
© volence beheld me, and ſighed “ His 
& root,“ ſhe cried, © is fixed in the 
“ depths; it is watered by the fountains 
© of Oxus; it ſends out branches afar, 
5 and bids defiance to the blaſt; pru- 
« dence reclines againſt his trunk, and 
«© proſperity dances on his top. Now, 
* Almamoulin, look upon me withering 
* andproftrate; look upon me and attend. 
I have trafficked, I have proſpered, I 
have rioted in gain; my houſe is ſplen- 
did, my ſervants are numerous; yet I 
diſplayed only a ſmall part of my riches; 
the reſt, which I was hindered trom en- 
joying by the fear of raiſing envy, or 
tempting rapacity, I have piled in tow- 
ers, I have buried in caverns, I have hid- 
den in ſecret repoſitories, which this 
{croll will diſcover. My purpoſe was, 
after ten months more ſpent in com- 
merce, to have withdrawn my wealth to 
a ſafer country; to have gien ſeven 
years to delight and feſtivity, and the 
remaining part of my days to ſolitude 
and repentance; but the hand of Death 
is upon me; a frigorifick torpor en- 
croaches upon my veins ; I am now 
leaving the produce of my toil, which 
it muſt be thy buſineſs to enjoy with 
© wiſdom,” The thought of leaving his 
wealth filled Nouradin with ſuch grief, 
that he fell into convulſions, became de- 
lirious, and expired. 

Almamoulin, who loyed his father, 
was touched a while with honeſt 1 
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and fat two hours in profound medita- 
tion, without i ns paper which 
he held in his . He then retired to 
his own chamber, as overborne with af- 
fliction, and there read the inventory of 


his new poſſeſſions, which. ſwelled his 
heart with ſuch tranſports, - that he no 


longer lamented his father's death, He 


was now ſufficaent] compoſed to order 
a funeral of modeſt magnificence, ſuit- 
able at once to the rank of Nouradin's 
profeſſion, and the reputation, of his 
wealth. The two next nights he ſpent 
iu viſiting the tower and the caverns, 
and found the treaſures greater to his eye 
than to his imagination. , | 

Almamoulin = 1 — =, PE 
practice of exact frugality, and had of- 
ten looked with envy on the finery and 
expences of other young men : he there- 
fore believed, that happineſs was now in 
his power, ſince he could obtain all of 
which he had hitherto been accuſtomed 
to regret the want. He reſolved to give 
A looks to his defires, to revel in enjoy- 
ment, and feel pain or uneafineſs no 
more. 

He immediately procured a ſplendid 
equipage, dreſſed his ſervants in rich em- 
broidery, and covered his horſes with 
8 capariſons. He ſhowered down 
ilver on the populace, and ſuffered their 
acclamations to ſwell him with inſolence. 
The nobles ſaw him with anger, the 
wiſe men of the ſtate combined againſt 
him, the leaders of armies threatened 
his deſtruction. Almamoulin was in- 
formed of his danger; he put on the robe 
of mourning in the preſence of his ene- 


mies, and appeaſed them with gold, and 


gems, and ſupplication. 

He then ſought to ſtrengthen himſelf 
by an alliance with the princes of Tar- 
tary, and offered the price of kingdoms 
for a wife of noble birth. His ſuit was 
generally rejected, and his preſents re- 
fuſed ; but a princeſs of Aſtracan once 
condeſcended to admit him to her pre- 
ſence. She received him fitting on a 
tarone, attired in the robe of royalty, 
and ſhining with the jewels of Golcon- 
da; command ſparkled in her eyes, and 
dignity towered on her forehead. Al- 
mamoulin approached and trembled, 
She {aw his confuſion, and diſdained 
him :=< How, ſays ſhe, © dares the 
; wretch hope my. obedience; who thus 
: ſhrinks at my glance? Retire, and en- 

Joy thy riches in ſordid oſtentation; 
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2 and domeſtick pleaſures. 


opened 
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© thou waſt born to be wealthy, but ne- 
ver canſt be great. | 
He then contracted his defires to mere 
He 
tilt palaces, he laid out gardens, he 
changed the face of the land, he tranſ- 
planted. foreſts, he levelled mountains, 
roſpects into diſtant regions, 
poured fountains from the top of. tur- 


.rets,, and rolled - riyers through new 


channels, © : 
Theſe amuſements pleaſed him for a 
time; but languor and wearineſs ſoon 
mvaded him. Aus bowers loſt their fra - 
grance, and the waters murmured with- 
out notice. He purchaſed large tracts 
of land in. diſtant provinces, adorned 


them with houſes of pleaſure, and diver- 


ſified them with accommodations for dif- 
ferent ſeaſons. Change of place at firſt 
relieved his ſatiety, but all the novelties 
of ſituation were ſoon exhauſted; he 
found his heart vacant,. and his defires, 
for want of external objects, ravaging 
himſelf. | 

He therefore returned to Samarcand, 
and ſet open his doors to thoſe whom 
idleneſs ſends out in ſearch of pleaſure, 


His tables were always covered with de- 


licacies; wines of every vintage ſparkled 


in his bowls, and his lamps ſcattered 


perfumes. The ſound of the lute, and 
the voice of the ſinger, chaſed away ſad - 
neſs; every hour was crowded with plea- 
ſure; and the day ended and began with 
feaſts and dances, and revelry and merri- 
ment. Almamoulin cried out“ I have 
© at laſt found the uſe of riches; I am 
ſurrounded by companions, who view 
my greatneſs without envy ; and I en- 
joy at once the raptures of popularity, 
and the ſafety of an obſcure ſtation, 
What trouble can he. feel, whom all 
are ſtudious to pleaſe, that they may 
be repaid with pleaſure? What dan- 
ger can he dread, to whomevery man 
is a friend ?? 

Such were the thoughts of Almamou- 
lin, as he looked down from a gallery 


* 


0a .Q 40 


upon the gay aſſembly, regaling at his 


expence but in the midit of this ſolilo- 
quy, an officer of juſtice entered the 
houſe, and in the form of legal citation, 
fummoned Almamoulin to appear before 
the emperor. The gueſts ſtood awhile 
aghaſt, then ſtole imperceptibly away, 
and he was led off without a ſingle voice 
to witneſs his integrity. He now found 
one of his moſt frequent viſitants accu- 
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ing him of treaſon, in hopes of ſharin 

his confiſcation; yet, unpatronized an 
unſupported, he cleared himſelf by the 
— of innocence, and the conſiſt- 
ence of truth; he was diſmiſſed with ho- 
nour, and his accuſer periſned in priſon. 
Almamoulin now perceived with how 
little reaſon he had * for juſtice or 
m the ive only to gra- 
tify their ſenſes; and, being now weary 
with vain experiments pon life and 


- fruitleſs reſearches after felicity, he had 


recourſe to a ſage, who, after ſpending 
his youth in trayel and obſervation, had 


retired from all human cares, to a ſmall 


habitation on the banks of Oxus, where 
he converſed only with ſuch as ſolicited 
his counſel. * Brother, ſaid the philo- 


ſopher, © thou haſt ſuffered thy reaſon | 


© to be deluded by idle egen falla- 
t cjous appearances. Having long look- 
ed with defire upon — thou hadſt 
© taught thyſelf to think them more va- 
© Juable than nature deſigned them, and 
© to expect from them what experience 
© has now taught thee that they cannot 
give. That they do not confer wiſ- 


dom, thou mayeſt be convinced, by 


* gonfidering at how dear a price they 
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tempted thee, upon thy firſt entrang 
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into the world, to purchaſe the empty 
ſound of vulgar acclamation, That 
they cannot beſtow fortitude or mas. 
nanimity, that man may be certain 
who ſtood trembling at Aſtracan, he. 
fore a * fa naturally ſuperior to 
himſelf, That they will not ſupp] 

unexhauſted pleaſure, the recollection 
of forſaken palaces and neglected gar. 
dens will eaſily inform thee. That 
they rarely purchaſe friends, thou didſt 
ſoon diſcover, when thou wert left to 
ſtand thy trial uncountenanced and 
alone. Yet think not riches uſcleß; 
there are purpoſes to which a wise 
man be delighted to apply them; they 
may, by a rational diſtribution to thoſe 
who want them, eaſe the pains of help. 
leſs diſeaſe, till the throbs of reſtle(s 
anxiety, relieve innocence from op. 
preſſion, and raiſe imbecility to cheer. 
fulneſs and vigour. This they will 
enable thee to perform, and this will 
© afford the _ happineſs ordained for 
© our preſent ſtate, the confidence of 
* divine favour, and the hope of future 
© rewardy," 
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o IMITATORES, SERVUM PECUS! 


Hor, 


AWAY, YE IMITATORS, SERVILE HERD! 


| I Have been informed by a letter, from 


one of the univerſities, that among 
the youth from whom the next {warm 
of reaſoners is to learn philoſophy, and 
the next flight of beauties to hear clegies 
and ſonnets, there are many who, in- 


| ſtead of endeavouring by books and me- 


ditation to form their own opinions, con- 
tent themſelves with the ſecondary know- 
ledge, which a convenient bench in a 
oe can ſupply; and, withoyt 


any examination or diſtinction, adopt 


the criticiſms and remarks which hap- 
en to drop from thoſe who have riſen 
— merit or fortune to reputation and 
author ity, | 
Theſe humble retailers of knowledge 


my correſpondent ſtigmatizes with the 
name of Echoes; and ſcems deſirous that 


they ſhould be made aſhamed of lazy 
fubmiſſon, and animated to attempts 


ELPHINSTON\, 


after new diſcoveries, and original ſen- 
timents. 

It is very natural for young men to 
be vehement, acrimonious, and ſevere. 
For, as they ſeldom comprehend at once 
all the conſequences of a poſition, 0r 
perceive the difficulties by which cookr 


and more experienced reaſoners are - 


ſtrained from confidence, they form their 
concluſions with great precipitance. Sce- 
ing nothing that can darken or embar- 
raſs the queſtion, they expect to find ther 
own opinion univerſally prevalent, and 
are inclined to impute uncertainty 4 

heſitation to want of honeſty, rather than 
of knowledge. I may perhaps, thete. 
fore, be reproached by my lively cofte 
ſpondent, when it ſhall be found, that! 
have no inclination to perſecute that: 
collectors of fortuitous knowledge with 


the ſeverity required; yet, as I am 10 
x ſeverity pequired ; - 
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Cure, 1 hall not be afraid of taking into 

rotection thoſe whom : I think con- 

demnel without a ſufficient knowledge 
their cauſe. 

He that adopts the ſentiments of ano. 
ther, whom he has reaſon to believe 
wiſer than himſelf, is only to be blamed 
when he claims: the honours which are 
not due but to the author, and endea- 
vours to deceive the world into whe» and 
veneration; for to learn is the proper 
buſineſs of youth and whether we in- 
creaſe our knowledge by books or by 
converſation, we are equally indebted 
to foreizn aſſiſtance. | 

The greater part of ſtudents are not 
born with abilities to conſtruct ſyſtems, 
or advance knowledge; nor can have 
any hope beyond that of becoming in- 
telligent hearers in the ſchools of art, of 
being able to comprehend what others 
diſcover, and to remember what others 
teach. Even thoſe to whom Providence 
hath allotted greater ſtrength of under- 


| ſtanding, can expect only to improve a 


ſingle ſcience. 


n every other part of 
learning, th 


muſt be content to follow 


opinions, which they are not able to 


examine; and, even in that which they 


claim as peculiarly their own, can ſel- 


dom add more than ſome ſmall particle 


| of knowledge to the hereditary ſtock de- 


volved to them from ancient times, the 


2 collective labour of a thouſand intel- 


lets, 


In ſcience, which, being fixed and li- 
mited, admits of no other variety than 


= {ſuch as ariſes from new methods of dil. 


tribution, or new arts of illuſtration, the 


neceſſity of following the traces of our 


predeceſſors is indiſputably evident; but 


2 there appears no reaſon, why imagina- 
& ton ſhould be ſubje& to the ſame re- 


ſtraint. It might be conceived, that of 


= thoſe who profeſs to forſake the narrow 


paths of truth, every one may deviate 


& fowards a different point, ſince though 


4 m * 1 Lo. 
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"3 3 Mr. - 
5 W > the Aa. 


AF forh 


rectitude is uniform and fixed, obliquity 


may be infinitely diverſified. The roads 


el ſcience are narrow, fo that they who 


travel them muſt either follow or. meet 


die another; but in the boundleſs re- 


gions of poſſibility, which Fiction claims 
er dominion, there are ſurely a thou- 


land receſſes unexplored, a thouſand 

Wers unplucked, a thouſand fountains 

We <xhanſtedg, combinations of imagery 
1 ts obſerved, and races of ideal inha- 
ants not hitherto deſcribed, F 
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Vet, whatever hope may perſuade, 
or reaſon evince, experience can boaſt of 
very few additions to ancient fable, 
The wars of Troy, and the travels of 
Ulyſſes, have furniſhed almoſt all ſuc- 
ceeding poets with incidents, characters, 
and ſentiments. The Romans are con- 
feſſed to have attempted little more than 
to diſplay in their own tongue the inven- 
tions of the Greeks, There is, in all 
their writings, ſuch a perpetual recur- 
rence of alluſions to the tales of the fa- 
bulous age, that they muſt be confeſſed 
often to want that power of giving plea- 
ſure which novelty ſupplies; nor can 
we wonder that they excelled fo much in 
the graces of diftion, when we conſider 
how rarely they were employed in ſearch 
of new thoughts, 

The warmeſt admirers of the t 
Mantuan poet can extol him for little 
more than the ſkill with which he has, 
by making his hero both a traveller and 
a warrior, united the beauties of the 
Hiad and the Odyfley in one compofi- 
tion: yet his judgment was perhaps 
ſometimes overborne by his avarice of 
the Homeric treaſures; and, for fear of 
{ſuffering a ſparkling ornament to be loſt, 
he has inſerted it where it cannot ſhine 
with it's original ſplendor. 

When Ulyſſes viſited the infernal re- 
gions, he found, among the heroes that 
periſhed at Troy, his competitor Ajax, 
who, when the arms of Achilles were 
adjudged to Ulyſles, died by his own 
hand in the madneſs of diſappointment. - 
He ſtill appeared to reſent, as on earth, 
his loſs and diſgrace. Ulyſſes endea- 
voured to pacify him with praiſes and 
ſubmiſſion; but Ajax walked away with- 
out reply. This paſſage has always 
been conſidered as eminently beautiful z 
becauſe Ajax, the haughty chief, the 
unlettered ſoldier, of unſhaken courage, 
of immoveable conſtancy, but without 
the power of recommending his own 
virtues by eloquence, or enforcing his 
aſſertions by any other 7 than 
the ſword, had no way of making his 
anger known but by gloomy ſullenneſs 
and dumb ferocity. His hatred of a 
man whom he conceived to have defeats 
cd him only by volubility of tongue, 
was therefore naturally ſhewn by ſilence 
more contemptuous and piercing than 
any words that ſo rude an orator could 
have found, and by which he gave his 
enemy no opportunity of exerting the 
only power in which he was ſuperior. 
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When Eneas is ſent by Virgil to the 
ſhades, he meets Dido the queen of Car- 
thage, whom his perfidy had hurried to 
the grave; he accoſts her with tenderneſs 
and excuſes; but the lady turns away 
like Ajax in mute diſdain, She turns 
away like Ajax z but ſhe reſembles him 
in none of thoſe qualities which gave 
either dignity or propriety to ſilence. 
She might, without any departure from 
the tenor of her conduct, have burſt 
out like other injured women into cla- 
mour, reproach, and denunciation ;z but 
Virgil had his imagination full of Ajax, 
and therefore could not prevail on him- 
ſelf to teach Dido any other mode of re- 
ſentment. 

If Virgil could be thus ſeduced by 
imitation, there will be little hope that 
common wits fhould eſcape; and ac- 
cordingly we find, that beſides the uni- 

'  byerſaland acknowledged practice of copy- 
ing the ancients, there — prevailed in 
every age a particular ſpecies of fiction. 
At one time all truth was conveyed in 
allegory; at another, nothing was ſeen 
but in a viſion; at one period all the 

ts followed ſheep, and every event pro- 
duced a paſtoral; at another they buſied 
themſelves wholly in giving directions 
to a painter. 
It is indeed eaſy to conceive why 
any faſhion ſhould become popular, by 
Which idleneſs is favoured, and imbe- 
cility aſſiſted ; but ſurely no man of ge- 
nius can much applaud himſelf for re- 
ting a tale with which the audience is 
already tired, and which could bring no 
honour to any but it's inventor. 
There are, I think, two ſchemes of 
writing, on which the laborious wits of 
. the preſent time employ their faculties, 
One is the adaptation of ſenſe to all the 
rhymes which our language can ſupply 
to ſome word, that makes the burden of 
the ſtanza ; but this, as it has been only 
uſed in a kind of amorous burleſque, 
can ſcarcely be cenſured with much acri- 
mony. The other is the imitation of 
Spenſer, which, by the influence of ſome 
men of prming and genius, ſeems likely 
to gain upon the age, and therefore de- 
. | _ fervesto be more attentively conſidered, 
\ 


* 
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To imitate the fictions and feng. 
ments of Spenſer can incur no reproach, 
for allegory 1s perhaps one of * moſt 
pleaſing vehicles of inſtruction. But 
I am very far from extending the fame 
reſpect to his diction or his ſtanza. Hiz 
ſtyle was in his own time allowed to he 
vicious, fo darkened with old words and 
peculiarities of phraſe, and ſo remote 
from common uſe, that Johnſon bold! 
pronounces him to have written n9 lan. 
guage, His ſtanza is at once difficult 
and unpleafing ; tireſome to the ear by 
it's unitormity, and to the attention by 
it's length. It was at firſt formed in 
imitation of the Italian poets, without 
due regard to the genius of our lan. 
guage. The Italians have little variety 
of termination, and were forced to con. 
trive ſuch a ſtanza as might admit the 
greateſt number of fimilar rhymes; but 
our words end with ſo much diverliy, 
that it is ſeldom convenient for us to 
bring more than two of the ſame {ound 
together. If it be juſtly obſerved by 
Milton, that rhyme obliges poets to ex- 
preſs their thoughts in improper terms, 
theſe improprieties mult always be mul- 
tiplied, as the difficulty of rhyme is in- 
creaſed by long concatenations. 

The imitators of Spenſer are indeed 
not very rigid cenſors of themſclyes, 
for they ſeem to conclude, that when 
they have disfigured their lines with 2 
few obſolete ſyllables, they have accom- 
pliſhed their deſign, without conſidering 
that they ought not only to admit ld 
words, but to avoid new. The laws 
of imitation are broken by every word 

introduced fince the time of Spenter, 4 
the character of Hector is violated by 
quoting Ariſtotle in the play. It would 
indeed be difficult to exclude from 4 
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long poem all modern phraſcs, though 

it is eaſy to ſprinkle it with gleanings 0 Wy P 
antiquity. Perhaps, however, the |)" u 
of Spenſer might by long labour be a 
juſtly copied; but life is ſurely give ths 
for higher purpoſes than to gather un | fo 
our anceſtors — wiſely thrown au N 1 
and to learn what is of no value, bit 4 1 


becauſe it has been forgotten. 
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DUCITs 


OTHING is more ſubje&t to 
miſtake and diſappointment than 
anticipated judgment concerning the 
eaſinels or difficulty of any undertaking ; 
whether we form our opinion from the 
performance of others, or from abſtract- 
ed contemplation of the thing to be at- 
tempted. 

Whatever is done {kilfully appears to 
be done with eaſe; and art, when it is 
once matured to habit, vaniſhes from ob- 
ſervation. We are therefore more power- 
fully excited to emulation, by thoſe who 
have attained the higheſt degree of ex- 
cellence, and whom we can therefore with 
leaſt reaſon hope to equal. | 

In adjuſting, the probability of ſuc- 
ceſs by a previous conſideration of the 
undertaking, we are equally in danger 
of deceiving ourſelves. It is never eaſy, 
nor often poſſible, to compriſe the ſeries 
of any proceſs with all it's circum- 
ſtances, incidents, and variations, in a 
ſpeculative ſcheme. Experience ſoon 
ſhews us the tortuoſities of imaginary 
rectitude, the complications of 12 
city, and the aſperities of ſmoothne!s. 
Sucklen difficulties often ſtart up from 
the ambuſhes of art, ſtop the career of 
activity, repreſs the gaiety of confi- 
dence, and when we imagine ourſelves 
almoſt at the end of our labours, drive 
us back to new plans and different mea- 


There are many things which weevery 


1 day fee others unable to perform, and 


perhaps have even ourſelves miſcarried 
in attempting; 


g; and yet can hardly 


allow 
to be difficult; nor can we tor 


Dear to 


bY wonder atreſh at every new failure, or 
b promiſe certainty of ſucceſs to our 
ert eſſay; but when we try, the ſame 


hindrances.recur, the ſame inability is 


We Perceived, and the vexation of diſappoint - 
= cnt muſt again be ſuffered. 


Of the various kinds of ſpeaking or 


3 writing, which ſerve neceſſity, or pro- 
3 mw pleaſure, none appears ſo artleſs or 
aA as umple narration ; for what ſhould 


make him that knows the whole order 
nd progreſs of an affair unable to re- 
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KESCIO QUA NATALE $0LUM DULCEDINE CUNCTOS»s 


Ovro. 


BY SECRET CHARMS OUR NATIVE LAND ATTRACTS, 


late it? Vet we hourly find ſuch as en- 
deavour to entertain or inſtru&t us by 
recitals, clouding the facts which the 
intend to illuſtrate, and loſing themſelves 
and their auditors in wilds and mazes, 
in digreſſion and confuſion, When we 
have congratulated ourſelves upon a new 
bw. of 1 and new means 
of information, it often happens, that 
without deſigning either deceit or con- 
cealment, without ignorance of the fact, 
or unwillingneſs to diſcloſe it, the relator 
fills the car with empty ſounds, haraſſes 
the attention with fruitleſs impatience, 
and diſturbs the imagination by a tumult 
of events, without order of time, or train 
of conſequence. 

It is natural to believe, upon the ſame 
principle, that no writer has a more 
ealy taſk than the hiſtorian, The phi- 
loſopher has the works of Omniſcience 
to examine; and is therefore engaged in 
diſquiſitions, to which finite intellects 
are utterly unequal. The poet truſts 
to his invention, and is not only in dan- 
ger of thoſe inconſiſtencies, to which 
every one is expoſed by departure from 
truth, but may be cenſured as well for 
deficiences of matter, as for irregularity 
of diſpoſition, or improprirty of orna- 
ment. But the happy hiftorian has no 
other labour than of gathering what 
tradition pours down hetore him, or res 
cords treaſure for his uſe. He has only 
the actions and deſigns of men like him- 
ſelf to conceive and to relate; he is not 
to form, but copy characters, and there- 
fore is not blamed for the inconſiſtency 
of ſtateſmen, the injuſtice of tyrants, 
or the cowardice of commanders. The 
difficulty of making variety conſiſtent, 
or uniting probability with ſurprize, 
needs not to diſturb him; the manners 
and actions of his perſonages are al- 
ready fixed; his materials are provided 
and put into his hands, and he 1s at lei- 
{ure to employ all his powers in arrang- 
ing and diſplaying them. 

Vet, even with theſe advantages, oy 
few in any age have been able to raiſe 
themſelves to reputation by writing bif- 

torics ; 
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tories; and among the innumerable au- 
thors, who fill every nation with ac- 
counts of their anceſtors, or undertake 
to tranſmit to futurity the events of their 
own time, the greater part, when faſhion 
and novelty have ceaſed to recommend 
them, are of no other uſe than chro- 
nological memorials, which neceſſit 
may ſometimes require to be conſulted, 
but which fright away curiofity, and 
diſguſt delicacy. 

It is obſerved, that our nation, which 
has produced ſo many authors eminent 
for almoſt every other ſpecies of literary 
-excellence, has been hitherto remarkably 
barren of hiſtorical genius; and ſo far 
has this defect raiſed prejudices againſt 
us, that ſome have doabted, whether an 
Engliſhman can ſtop at that mediocrity 
of ſtyle, or confine his mind to that even 
tenour of imagination which narrative 

ures, 

hey who can believe that nature has 
focapricioully diſtributed underſtanding, 
have ſurely no claim to the honour of ſe- 
rious — The inhabitants of 
the ſame country have oppoſite charac- 
ters in different ages; the prevalence or 
neglect of any particular ſtudy can pro- 
eeed only from the accidental influence 
of ſome temporary cauſe z and if we have 
failed in hiſtory, we can have failed only 
becauſe hiſtory has not hitherto been di- 

| ligently cultivated. 
But how is it evident, that we have 
not hiſtorians among us, whom we may 
venture to place in compariſon with any 
that the neighbouring nations can pro- 
duce? The attempt of Raleigh is de- 
ſervedly celebrated for the labour of his 
— and the elegance of his ſtyle; 
but he has endeavoured to exert his judg- 
ment more than his genius, to ſelect facts, 
rather than adorn them; and has pro- 
duced an hiſtorical diflertation, but ſel- 
dom riſen to the majeſty of hiſtory. 
The works of Clarendon deſerve more 
regard. His diction is indeed neither 
exatt in itſelf, nor ſuited to, the purpoſe 
of hiſtory. It is the effuſioh of a mind 
crowded with ideas, and deſirous of 
imparting them; and therefore always 
accumulating words, and involving one 
clauſe and ſentence in another. But 
there is in his negligence a rude in- 
artificial majeſty, which, without the 

nicety of laboured elegance, ſwells the 
mind by it's plenitude and diffuſion. 
His narration is not perhaps ſufficiently 
rapid, being ſtopped too frequently by 
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articularities, which, though 

5 ſtrike the author who — ra. 
ſent at the tranſactions, will not equally 
detain the attention of poſterity. But 
this ignorance or careleſſneſs of the art 
of writing is amply compenſated by 
his know edge of nature and of po- 
liege the wiſdom of his maxims, the 
juſtneſs of his reaſonings, and the va- 
riety, diſtinctneſs, and ſtrength of his 
characters. 

But none of our writers can, in my 
opinion, juſtly conteſt the ſuperiority of 
Knolles, who, in his hiſtory of the 
Turks, has diſplayed all the excellencieg 
that narration can admit. His ſtyle, 
though- ſomewhat obſcured by time, 
and ſometimes vitiated by falſe wit, is 
pure, nervous, elevated, and clear. A 
wonderful multiplicity of erents is ſo 
artfully arranged, and fo diſtinctly ex. 
pony that each facilitates the know. 

edge of the next. Whenever a new 
— is introduced, the reader is 
prepared by his character for his actions; 
when a nation is firſt attacked, or city 
beſieged, he is made acquainted with it's 
hiſtory, or fituation ; ſo that a great part 
of the world is brought into view. The 
deſcriptions of this author are without 
minuteneſs, and the digreſſions without 
oſtentation. Collateral events are ſo art- 
fully woven into the contexture of his 
rincipal ſtory, that they cannot be diſ- 
joined, without leaving it lacerated and 
broken. There is nothing turgid in his 
dignity, nor ſuperfluous in his copiouſ- 
nets. His orations only, which he teigns, 
like the ancient hiftorians, to have becn 
pronounced on remarkable occaſions, are 
tedious and languid ; and ſince they are 
merely the voluntary ſports of imagina- 
tion, prove how much the moit judicious 
and ſkilful may be miſtaken, in the elti- 
mate of their own powers. 

Nothing could have ſunk this author 
in obſcurity, but the remotcneſs and 
barbarity of the people whole ſtory he 
relates. It ſeldom happens, that all 
circumſtances concur to happineſs or 
fame. The nation which produced this 
2 hiſtorian has the grief of aps 

is genius employed upon a foreign an 

unintereſting ſubje& z and that writer 
who might have ſecured perpetuity to his 
name, by à hiſtory of his own country, 
has expoſed himſelf to the danger of ob- 
hvion, by recounting enter prizes and 
revolutions, of which none defire to by 


informed, | 
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TO THE RAMBLER. 
$18, 


HOUGH I have ſo long found 
T myſelf deluded by projects of ho- 
nour and diſtinction, that I often reſolve 
to admit them no more into my heart 
yet how determinately ſoever excluded. 
they always recover their dominion by 
force or ſtratagem; and whenever, after 
the ſhorteſt * of vigilance, rea- 


ſon and caution return to their charge, 


they find hope again in poſſeſſion, with 
all her train of pleaſures dancing about 
her. 

Even while I am preparing to write a 
hiltory of diſappointed expectations, I 
cannot forbear to flatter myſelf, that you 
and your readers are impatient for my 

rformance ; and that the ſons of learn- 
ing have laid down ſeveral of your late 
papers with diſcontent, when they found 
that Miſocapelus had delayed to con- 
tinue his narrative. 

But the defire of gratifying the ex- 
pectations that I have raiſed, is not the 
only motive of this relation, which, 
having once promiſed it, I think myſeif 
no longer at liberty to forbear. For 
however I may have wiſhed to clear my- 
{lf from every other adheſion of trade, 
I hope I ſhall be always wiſe enough to 
retain my punctuality, and amidſt all 
my new arts of 'politeneſs, continue to 
deſpiſe negligence, and deteſt falſehood. 

When the death of my brother had 
diſmiſſed me from the duties of a ſhop, 
L conſidered mylelf as reſtored to the 
rights of my birth, and entitled to the 
rank and reception which my anceſtors 
obtained, I was, however, embarraſ- 
ſed with many difficulties at my firſt re- 
entrance into the world ; for my haſte 
to be a gentleman inclined me to pre- 
eipitate meaſures; and every accident 
tat forced me back towards my old 
Ration was conſidered by me as an ob- 

uction my happineſs. | | 

It was with no common grief and in- 

nation, that I found my former com- 


panions ſtill daring to claim my notice, 
and the journeymen and apprentices 
ſometimes pulling me by the ſleeve as I 
was walking in the ſtreet, and without 
any terror of my new ſword, which was, 
notwithſtanding, of an uncommon ſize, 
inviting me to partake of a bottle at the 
old houſe, and entertaining me with 
hiſtories of the girls in the neighbour. 
hood. I had always, in my official 
ſtate, been kept in awe by lace and em- 
broidery z and imagined that, to fright 
away theſe unwelcome familiarities, no- 
thing was neceſſary, but that I ſhould, 
by ſplendor of dreſs, proclaim my re- 
union with a higher rank. I therefore 
ſent for my taylor ; ordered a ſuit with 
twice the uſual quantity of lace ; and 
that I might not let my perſecutors in- 
creaſe their confidence, by the habit of 
accoſting me, ſtaid at home till it was 
made. 

This week of confinement I paſſed in 
practiſing a forbidding frown, a ſmile of 
condeſcenſion, a flight falutation, and 
an abrupt departure; and in four morn- 
ings was able to turn upon my heel 
with ſo much levity and ſprightlineſs, 
that J made no doubt of diſcouraging 
all publick atterapts upon my dignity. 
I therefore ifſued forth in my new coat, 
with a reſolution of dazzling intimacy 
to a fitter diſtance; and pleaſed myſelt 
with the timidity and reverence which 
I ſhould impreſs upon all who had hi- 
therto preſumed to haraſs me with their 
freedom. But, whatever was the cauſe, 
I did not find myKlf received with any 
new degree of reſpect; thoſe whom L 
intended to drive from me, ventured to 
advance with their uſual phreſes of be- 
nevolence; and thofe whoſe acquain- 
tance I ſolicited grew more ſupercilious 
and reſerved. I began ſoon to repent 
the expence, by which I had procured 
no advantage, and to ſuſpect that a ſhin- 
ing drels, Tike a weighty weapon, has 
no force in itſelf, but owes all it's ef- 
ficacy to him that wears it. 
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Many were the mortifications and 
calamities which I was condemned to 
ſuffer in my initiation to politeneſs. I 
was ſo much tortured by the inceſſant 
civilities of my companions, that I 
never paſſed through that region of the 
city but in a chair with the curtains 
drawn ; and at laſt left my lodgings, and 
fixed myſelf in the verge of the court. 
Here I endeavoured to be thought a 
gentleman juſt returned from his travels, 
and was plcaſed to have my landlord 
believe, that I was in ſome danger from 
importunate creditors; but this ſcheme 
was quickly defeated by a formal depu- 
tation ſent to offer me, though I had 
now retired from buſineſs, the treedom 
of my company. 

I was now detected in trade, and 
therefore - reſolved to ſtay no longer. E 
hired another apartment, and changed 
my ſervants. Here I lived very happily 
for three months, and, with ſecret ſa- 
tisfaction, often overheard the family 
celebrating the greatneſs and felicity of 
the eſquire; though the converſation ſel- 
dom ended without ſome complaint of 
my covetouſneſs, or ſome remark upon 
my language or my gait. I now be- 
gan to venture into the publick walks, 
and to know the faces of nobles and 
beauties; but could not obſerve, with- 
out wonder, as I paſſed by them, how 
frequently they were talking of a taylor. 
I longed, however, to be admitted to 
converſation, and was ſomewhat weary 
of walking in crowds without a com- 
panion, yet continued to come and go 
with the reſt, till a lady whom I endea- 
voured to protect in a crowded paſſage, 
as ſhe was about to ſtep into her chariot, 
thanked me for my civility, and told 
me, that, as ſhe had often diftinguiſhed 
me for my modeſt and 4 ps beha- 
viour, whenever I ſet up for myſelf, I 
might expect to ſec her among my firſt 
cuſtomers. | 
Here was an end of all my ambula- 
tory projects. I indeed ſometimes en- 
tered the walks again, but was always 
blaſted by this deſtructive lady, whoſe 
miſchievous generoſity recommended me 
to her acquaintances Being therefore 
forced to practiſe my adſcititious cha- 
racter upon another ſtage, I etook my- 
ſelf to a coffee -houſe frequented by wits, 
among whom J learned in a ſhort time 
the cant of criticiſm, and talked ſo 
leudly and volubly of nature, and man- 
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ners, and ſentiment, and diction, ang 
ſimilies, and contraſts, and action, and 
pronunciation, that I was often deſired 
to lead the hiſs and clap, and was feared 
and hated by the players and the poets, 
Many a ſentence have 1 hiſſed which J 
did not underſtand, and many a groan 
have I uttered when the ladies were 
weeping in the boxes. At laſt a malig. 
nant author, whoſe performance I had 
perſecuted through the nine nights, 
wrote an epigram upon Tape the critick, 
which drove me from the pit for cver. 

My defire to be a fine gentleman till 
continued: I therefore, after a ſhort 
{uſpence, choſe a new ſet of friends at 
the gaming-table, and was for ſome 
time pleaſed with the civility and open- 
neſs with which I found myſelf treated, 
I was indeed obliged to play; but being 
naturally timorous and vigilant, was 
never ſurpriſed into large ſums. What 
might have been the conſequence of long 
familiarity with theſe plunderers, I had 
not an opportunity of knowing; for 
one night the conſtables entered and 
ſeized us, and I was once more com- 
22 to ſink into my former condition, 

y 1 for my old maſter to attef 
my character. 

When I was deliberating to what new 
282 I ſhould atpire, I was 

ummoned into the country, by an ac- 
count of my father's death. Here I had 
hopes of being able to diſtinguiſh my- 
ſelf, and to ſupport the honour of my 
family. I therefore bought guns 2nd 
horſes ; and, contrary to the expeftation 
of the tenants, increaſed the ſalary ot 
the huntſman. But when J entered the 
field, it was ſoon diſcovered that I was 
not deſtined to the glories of the chace, 
I was afraid of thorns in the thicket, 
and of dirt in the marſh ; I ſhivered on 
the brink of a river while the ſportſman 
croſſed it, and trembled at the ſight ot « 
five-bar gate. When the ſport and 
danger were over, I was ſtill equally 
diſconcerted; for I was effemunate, 
though not delicate, and could only 
join a feebly whiſpering voice in tlie 
clamours of their triumph. 

A fall, by which my ribs were broken, 
ſoon recalled me to domeſtick pleatures, 
and I exerted all my art to obtain tht 
favour of the neighbouring ladies; but 
wherever I came, there was always ſome 
unlucky converſation upon ribbands, 


fillets, pins, or threads, which drove 4 
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my. ſtock of compliments out of m 
memory, and overwhelmed me wit 
ſhame and deject ion. 

Thus I paſſed the ten firſt years after 
the death of my brother, in which I 
have learned at laſt to repreſs that am- 
bition which I could never gratify; and, 
inſtead of waſting more of my life in 
yain endeavours after accompliſhments, 
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1 A CI TUM SYLVASINTER 


EURANTEM QUICQUID DIGNUM SAPIENTE BONOQUE EST. 


TO RANGE IN SILENCE THROUGH FACH HEALTHFUL WooOD, 
AND MUSE WHAT'S WOR THY OF THE WISE AND coop. 


y i HE ſeaſon of the year is now come, 
in which the theatres are ſhut and 
the eard-tables forſaken; the regions of 
luxury are for a while unpeopled, and 
pleaſure leads out her votaries to groves 
and gardens, to ſtill ſcenes, and erratick 
gratifications. Thoſe who have paſſed 
many months in a continual tumult of 
diverſion 3 who have never opened their 
eyes in the morning, but upon ſome new 
appointment; nor ſlept at night without 
a dream of dances, muſick, and good 
hands, or of ſoft ſighs, and humble ſup- 
plications ;z muſt now retire to diſtant 
provinces, where the ſirens of flattery are 
ſcarcely to be heard, where beauty ſpar- 
kles without praiſe or envy, and wit is 
repeated only by the echo. 

As I think it one of the moſt import - 
ant duties of ſocial benevolence to give 
warning of the approach of calamity, 
when by timely prevention it may be 
turned afide, or by preparatory meaſures 
be more eaſily endured, I cannot feel the 
increaſing warmth, or obſerve the lengih- 
ening days, without conſidering the con- 
dition of my fair readers, who are now 
preparing to leave all that has ſo long 
filled up their hours, all from which they 
have been accuſtomed to hope for de- 
light; and who, till faſhion proclaim 
the liberty of returning to the ſeats of 
mirth and elegance, muſt endure the 
rugged ſquire, the ſober houſewife, the 
loud huntſman, or the formal parſon, the 
roar ot obſtreperous jollity, or the dul- 
nels of prudential inſtruction ; without 
any retreat, but to the gloom of ſolitude, 
where they will yet find greater incon- 
veniencies, and muſt learn, however 
un willingly, to endure themſelves. 
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which, if not early acquired, no en- 
deavours can obtain, I ſhall confine 
my care to thoſe higher excellencies 
which are in every man's power; and 
though I cannot enchant affection by 
elegance and eaſe, hope to ſecure eſteem 
by honeſty and truth. 
I am, &c. 
M1SOCAPELUS, 


REPTARE SALUBRES, 


Hor. 


EL PHINS TON. 


In winter, the life of the polite and 
gay may be ſaid to roll on with a ſtrong 
and rapid current ; they float along trom 
pleaſure to pleaſure, without the trouble 
of regulating their own motions, and 
purſue the courſe of the ſtream in all the 
telicity of inattention; content that they 
find themſelves in progreſſion, and care- 
leſs whither they are going. But the 
months of ſummer are a kind of ſleeping 
ſtagnation without wind or tide, where 
they are left to force themſelves forward 
by their own labour, and to direct their 
paſſage by their own (kill; and where, 
if they have not ſome internal principle 
of activity, chey muſt be ſtranded upon 
thallows. or lie torpid in a perpetual 
calm. 

There are, indeed, ſome to whom this 
univerſal diſſolution of gay ſocieties af- 
fords a welcome opportunity of quitting, 
without diſgrace, the poſt which they 
have found themſelves unable to main- 
tain; and of ſeeming to retreat only at 
the call of nature, from aſſemblies where, 
after a ſhort triumph of unconteſted ſu- 
periority, they are overpowered by ſome 
new intruder of fofter elegance or ſpright- 
lier vivacity. By theſe, hopeleſs of vic- 
tory, and yet aſhamed to confeſs a con- 
queſt, the ſummer is regarded as a re- 
leaſe from the fatiguing ſervice of cele- 
brity, a diſmiſſion to more certain joys 
and a ſafer empire. They now folace 
themſelves with the influence which they 
ſhall obtain, where they have no rival 
to fear; and with the luſtre which they 
ſiall effuſe, when nothing can be ſeen 
of brighter ſplendour. They imagine, 
while they are preparing for their jour- 
ney, the admiration with which the 
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ruſticks will crowd about them; plan 
the laws of a new aſſembly ; or contrive 
to delude provincial ignorance with a 


ſictitious mode. A thouſand pleaſing 
expectations ſwarm in the fancy; and 
all the approaching weeks are filled with 
diſtinctions, honours, and authority. 
But others, who have lately entered 
the world, or have yt had no proofs of 
it's inconſtancy and deſertion, are cut 
off, by this cruel interruption, from the 
enjoyment of their prerogatives, and 
doomed to loſe four months in inactive 
obſcurity. Many complaints do vexa- 
tion and deſire extort from thoſe exiled 
tyrants of the town, againſt the inexor- 
able ſun, who purſues his courſe with- 
out any regard to love or beauty; and 
viſits either tropick.at the ſtated time, 
whether ſhunned or courted, deprecated 


or implored. 


To them who leave the places of pub- 


lick reſort in the full bloom of reputa- 


tion, and withdraw from admiration, 
courtſhip, ſubmiſſion, and applauſe, a 
rural triumph can give nothing equiva- 
lent. Thepraiſe of ignorance, and the 
ſubjection of weakneſs, are little regard- 
ed by beauties who have been accuſtom- 
ed to more important conqueſts, and 
more valuable panegyricks. Nor in- 
ud ſhould the powers which have made 
in the theatres, or borne down 
rivalry in Courts, be degraced to a mean 
attack upon tn. untravelled hey» or 18 
noble conteſt with the ruddy min maid. 

How then muſt tour long month. 
worn away? Four months, in which the, e 
will be no routs, no ſhews, no ridottos; in 
which viſits muſt be regulated by the wea-- 
ther, and aſſemblies will depend upon tie 
moon! The Platoniſts imagine, that the 
future puniſhment of thoſe who have in 
this life debaſed their reaſon by ſubjec- 
tion totheir ſenſes, and have preferred the 

roſs gratifications of lewdneſs and 
3 to the pure and ſublime men 
of virtue and contemplation, will ariſe 


from the predominance and ſolicitations 
- of the ſame appetites, in a ſtate which 


can furniſh no means of appeaſing them. 
I cannot but ſuſpect that this month, 
bright-with ſunſhine, and fragrant with 
perfumes; this month, which covers the 
meadow with verdure, and decks the 
ardens with all the mixtures of colori- 
rb radiance; this month, trom which 
the man of fancy expects new infuſions 
of imagery, andthe naturaliſt new ſcenes 
of obſervation; this month will chain 
gown multitudes to the Platonick pe- 


"- 
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nance of defire without enjoyment, and 
hurry them from the higheſt ſatisfac- 
tions, which_they have yet learned to 
conceive, into a fate of hopeleſs wiſhes 
and pining recollection, where the eye 
of vanity will look round for admira- 
tion to no purpoſe, and the hand of 
avarice ſhuffle cards in a bower with 
ineffectual dexterity. 

From the tediouſneſs of this melan- 
choly ſuſpenſion of life, I would wil. 
lingly preſerve thoſe who are expoſed to 
it, only by inexperience ; who want not 
inclination to wiſdom or virtue, thongh 
they have been diſſipated by negligence, 
or miſled by example; and who would 
gladly find the way to rational hap. 
pineſs, though it ſhould be neceſſary 
to ſtruggle with habit, and abandon 
faſhion. To theſe, many arts of ſpend- 
ing time might be recommended, which 
would neither ſadden the preſent hour 
with wearineſs, nor the future with re- 
pentance. 

It would ſeem impoſſible to a ſolitary 
ſpeculatiſt, that a human being can want 
employment. To be born in ignorance 
with a capacity of knowledge, and to be 
placed in the midſt of a world filled with 
variety, perpetually preſſing upon the 
ſenſes 24 curioſity, is ſurely a 
ſufficient ſecurity againſt the languiſh- 
ment of inattention. Novelty is indeed 
neceſſary to preſerve eagerneſs and ala- 
crity; but art and nature have ſtores 
inexhauſtible by human intellects ; and 
every moment produces ſomething new 
to him who has quickened his facultics 
by diligent obſervation. 

Some ſtudies, for which the country 
and the ſummer afford peculiar oppor- 
tuaities, I ſhall perhaps endeavour to 
recommend in a future effay ; but if 
there be any apprehenſion not apt to ad- 
mit unaccuſtomed ideas, or any atten- 
ron ſo ſtubborn and inflexible, as not 
eaxily to comply with new directions, 
ever, theſe obſtructions cannot exclude 
the pieaſure of application; tor there is 4 
higher and nobler employment, to which 
all faculies are adapted by him wha 
gave them. The duties of religion, ſin- 
cerely and regularly performed, will al- 
ways be ſufhe.ient to exalt the meaneſt, 
and to exerciſe the higheſt, underſtand- 
ing. That mind will never be vacant, 
which is frequently recalled by fiated 
duties to meditations on eternal inte- 
reſts ; nor can any hour be long, hic bis 
ſpent in obtaining ſome on qualifica- 
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DESCRIPTAS SERVARE VICES, OPERUMQUE COLURES. 
CUR EGO, $1 NEQUE@ IGNOROQUE, POETA SALUTOR ? 


* Hos. 


BUT IF, THROUGH WEAKNESS, OR MY WANT OF ARTs 
I CAN'T TO EV'RY DIFFERENT STYLE IMPART 
THE PROPER STROKES AND COLOURS IT MAY CLAIM, 


-WHY AM 1 HONOUR'D WITH A POET'S NAME ? 


T is one of the maxims of the civil 
law, that definitions are hazardous. 
Things modified by human underſtand- 


' ings, ſubject to varieties of complica- 


tion, and changeable as experience ad- 
vances knowledge, or accident influ- 
ences caprice, are ſcarcely to be includ- 
ed in any ſtanding form of expreſſion, 
becauſe they are always ſuffering ſome 
alteration of their ſtate. Definition is, 
indeed, not the province of man ; every 
thing is ſet above or below our facul- 
ties. The works and operations of na- 
ture are too great in their extent, or too 
much diffuſed in their relations, and the 
performances of art too inconſtant and 
»ncertain to be reduced to any deter- 
we nate idea. It is impoſſible to graſs 
upori our minds an adequate and juſt re- 
preſen tation of an object ſo great that 
we can never take into our view, or 
ſo mutabi e that it is always changing 
under our e ve, and has already loft it's 
form while W are labouring to conceive 
It, 

Definitions have been no leſs difficult 
or uncertain in crixiciſms than in law. 
Inagination, a licentious and vagrant 
faculty, unſuſceptible of limitations, 
aud impatient of reſtraĩint: has always 
endeavoured to baffle the log ician, to 
perplex the confines of diſtinctiom - and 
burit the incloſures of regularity. Tu ere 
s therefore ſcarcely any ſpecies of writ. 
ing, of which we can tell what is it's 
alence, and what are it's conſtituents 
every new genius produces ſome inno- 
vation, which, when invented and ap- 
proved, ſubverts the rules which the 
> of foregoing authors had eſta- 

bed. 


Comedy has been particularly un- 
Propitious to definers; for though per- 
vs they might properly have contented 
themſelves with {6s 92 it to be ſuch 
0 dramaticł repreſentation of human 
We as may excite mirth, they have em- 
banalled their definition with the means 


Fa AN ers. 


by which the comick writers attain their 
end, without conſidering that the vari- 
ous methods of exhilarating their audi- 
ence, not being limited by nature, can- 
not be compriſed in precept. Thus, 
ſome make comedy a repreſentation of 
mean, and ethers of bad men; ſome 
think that it's eſſence conſiſts in the un- 
importance, others in the fiftitiouſneſs 
of the tranſaction. But any man's re- 
flections will intorm him, that every dra- 
matick compoſition which raiſes mirth 
is comick ; and that, to raiſe mirth, it 
is by no means univerſally neceſſ: 
that the perſonages ſhould be either mean 
or corrupt, nor always requiſite that the 
action ſhould be trivial, nor ever that it 
ſhould be fictitious, 

If the two kinds of dramatick poetry 
had been defined only by their effects 
upon the mind, ſome abſurdities might 
have been prevented, with which the 
compoſitions of our greateſt poets arg 
diſgraced, who, for want of ſome ſet- 
tied ideas and accurate diſtinctions, have 
unhappily confounded tragick with co- 
mack ſentiments. 
thought, that as the meanneſs of per- 
ſonages conſtituted comedy, their great- 


neſs was ſutfcient to form a tragedy ; 


and that nothing was neceſſary but that 
they ſhould croud the ſcene with mo- 
narchs, and generals, and guards; and 
make them talk, at certain intervals, 
of the downfal of kingdoms, and the 
rout of armies. They have not con- 
ſide. ed that thoughts or incidents, in 
themx.-Ives ridiculous, grow {ſtill more 
groteſque by the ſolemnity of ſuch cha- 
racters; c hat reaſon and nature are uni- 
form and inflexible; and that what is 
deſpicable and abſurd will not, by 
aſſociation with ſplendid titles, become 
rational or great; that the moſt important 
affairs, by an intermixture of an un- 
ſeaſonable levity, may be made con- 
temptible; and that the robes of royalty 
can give no dignity to nonſenſe or to folly, 
- $ Loinedy,” 


They ſeem to have 


mm 
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Comedy, ſays Horace, ſometimes 
© raiſes her voice; and Tragedy may 
likewiſe on proper occaſions abate her 
dignity ; but as the comick r s 
can only depart from their familiarity 
af ſtyle, when the more violent paſſions 
are put in motion, the heroes and queens 
off tragedy ſhould never deſcend to trifle, 
but in the hours of eaſe and inter- 
miſſions of danger. Yet in the tragedy 
off Don Sebaſtian, when the king of 
Portugal is in the hands of his enemy, 
and having juſt drawn the lot, by which 
he is condemned to die, breaks out into 
a wild boaſt that his duſt ſhall take 
poſſeſſion of Africk, the dialogue pro- 
ceeds thus between the captive and hi 
conqueror: | 


Muley Moluch. What ſhall I do to con- 
er thee ? 
Seb, Impoſſible 
Souls know no conquerors, 
M. Mol. I'll ſhew thee for a monſter thro? 
my Africk. 
Seb. No, thou canſt only ſhew me for a 
man: 
Atrick is ftor'd with monſters; man's a pro- 


di. 
Thy ſubje&ts have not ſeen. 

M. Mol. Thou talk'ſt as if 
Still at the head of battle, 

Seb. Thou miſtak'ſt, 
For there I would not talk, 

Benducar, the Miniſter. 
Aeep. 

This converſation, with the fly re- 
mark of the miniſter, can only be — 
not to be comick, becauſe it wants 
the probability neceſſary to repreſenta- 
tions of common life, and degenerates 
too much towards buffoonery and farce. 

The ſame play affords a ſmart return 
of the general to the emperor, who, en- 
forcing his orders for the death of Se- 
baſtian, vents his impatience in this ab- 
rupt threat: 


Sure he would 


No more replies, 
But ſee thou do'ſt it: Or 


Jo which Dorax anſwers 


Choak in that threat: I can ſay Or as 
loud. 


A thouſand inſtances of ſuch impro- 
ety might be produced, were not one 
cene in Aureng Zebe ſufficient to ex- 
emplify it. Indamora, a captive queen, 
having Aureng-Zebe for her lover, em- 
Feen. Arimant, to whoſe charge ſhe had 
een entruſted, and whom ſhe had made 
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ſenſible of her charms, to carry a meſ. 
ſage to his rival, 


ARIMANT, with a letter in bis band; Tx. 
DAMORAs 


Arim. And I the meſſenger to him from 
you ? 
Your empire you to tyranny purſue ; 
You lay commands, both cruel and unjuſt, 
To ſerve my rival, and betray my tru, 
Ind. You firſt betray'd your truſt in lov. 
ing me: 
And ſhou'd not I my own advantage ſee ? 
Serving my love, you may my friendſhip gain; 
You know the reſt of your pretences vain. 
You muſt, my Arimant, you muſt be king ; 
*Tis in your nature, and your noble mind. 
Arim. I'll to the king, and ſtraight my 
truſt reſign 
Ind. His truſt you may, but you ſhall 
never mine. 
Heav'n made you love me for no other end, 
But to become my confidant and friend: 
As ſuch, I keep no ſecret from your ſight, 
And therefore make you judge how ill I write; 
Read it, and tell me freely then your mind, 
If 'tis indited, as I mean it, kind. 
Arim. I aſe not Heav'n my freedim ti 
reſtore, [ Reading, 
But only for your ſabe I'll read no more. 
And yet I muſt—— | 
Leſs for my own, than for your ſorrow ſad— 
Reading. 
Another line like this, would make me mad: 
Heav'n! ſhe goes on—yet more—and yet 
more kind ! [ 4s Reading, 
Each ſentence is a dagger to my mind. 
See me this nigbt. [ Reading. 
Thank fortune, who did ſuch a friend provide; 
For faithful Arimant jhall be your guide. 
Not only to be made an inſtrument, 
But pre-engag'd without my own conſent! 
Ind. Unknown t engage you, ſtill aug- 
ments my ſcore, 
And gives you ſcope of meriting the more, 
Arim. The be& of men 
Some int'reſt in their actions muſt confeſs; 
None merit, but in hope they may poſſeſs: 
The fatal paper rather let me tear, 
Than, like Bellerophon, my own ſentence 
bear, 
Ind. You may; but twill not be yout 
beſt advice : 
"Twill only give me pains of writing twice. 
You know you muſt obey me, ſoon or late: 
Why ſhould you vainly ſtruggle with you: 
fate ? 
Arim. I thank thee, Heav'n! thou haſt 
been wond'rous kind ! 
Why am I thus to ſlavery defign'd, 
And yet am cheated witha freeborn mind 
Or make thy orders with my reaſon fult, 
Or let me liye by ſenſe, a glorious drute— 
{ She ** 
VU 


You frown, and I obey with ſpeed, before 
That dreadful ſentence comes, See me no 
mores 


In this ſcene, every circumſtance con- 
eurs to turn tragedy to farce. The wild 
abſurdity of the expedient; the con- 
temptible ſubjection of the lover; the 
folly of obliging him to read the letter, 
only becauſe it ought to have been con- 
cealed from him; the frequent inter- 
ruptions of amorous impatience; the 
faint expoſtulations of a voluntary ſlave ; 
the imperious haughtineſs of a tyrant 
without power; the deep reflection of 
the yielding rebel upon fate and ireewill; 
and his wile wiſh to loſe his reaſon as 
ſoon as he finds himſelf about to do 
what he cannot perſuade his reaſon to 
approve, are ſurely ſufficient to awaken 
the moſt torpid riſibility. 

There is ſcarce a tragedy of the laſt 
century which has not debaſed it's moſt 
important incidents, and polluted it's 


ing. 
nad: 
| yet 
ting TO THE RAMBLER, 
8185 
A* ON G other topicks'of conver- 
ſation which your papers ſupply, 
I was lately engaged in a diſcutiion of 
the character given by Tranquilla of 
her lover Venuſtulus, whom, notwith- 
ſanding the ſeverity of his miſtreſs, the 
greater number ſeemed inclined to ac- 
quit of unmanly or culpable timidity. 
One of the company remarked, that 
prudence ought to be diſtinguiſhed from 
tear; and, that if Venuſtulus was afraid 
of nocturnal adventures, no man who 
conſidered how much every avenue of 
| the town was infeſted with robbers, 
dice. could think him blameable; for why 
* _ ſonld life be hazarded without proſpect 
th you? of honour or adyantage? Another was 
| haſt (opinion, that a brave man might be 
afraid of croſſing the river in the calmeſt 
weather; and declared, that, for his 
part, while there were coxches and a 
bridge, he would never be ſeen tottering 
ma wooden caſe, out of which he might 
thrown by any uregular agitation, 
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foonery and meanneſs; but though per- 
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or which might be overſet by accident, 
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moſt ſerious interlocutions with buf< 


tapsit cannot be pretended that the pre- 
{ent age has added much to tlie force and 
efficacy of the drama, it has at leaſt been 
able to eſcape many faults, which either 
ignorance had overlooked, or indul- 
gence had licenſed. The later tragedies 
indeed have faults of another kind, per- 
haps more deſtructive to delight, though 
Jels open to cenſure. That perpetual 
tumour of phraſe with which every 
thought is now expreſſed by every per- 
ſonage, the paucity ot adventures which 
regularly admits, and the unvaried 
— of flowing dialogue, has taken 
away from our preſent writers almoſt 
all that dominion over the paſſions 
which was the boaſt of their predeceſſors. 
Yet they may at leaſt claim this com- 
mendatien, that they avoid grols faults, 
and that, if they cannot often move ter- 
ror or pity, they are always careful not 
to provoke laughter. 


VzrT. AvucrT. 
YouNGs. 


or negligence, or by the force of a ſud- 
den guſt, or the ruſh of a larger veſſel, 
It was his cuſtom, he ſaid, to keep the 
ſecurity of day-light, and dry ground; 
for it was a maxim with him, that no 
wiſe man ever periſhed by water, or was 
loſt in the dark. 

The next was humbly of opinion, 
that if Tranquilla had ſeen, like him, 
the cattle run roaring about the mea- 
dows in the hot months, ſhe would not 
have thought meanly of her lover for 
not venturing his ſafety among them. 
His neighbour then told us, that for his 
part, he was not aſhamed to confeſs, that 
he could not fee a rat, though it was 
dead, without palpitation; that he had 
been driven fix times out of his lodgings 
either by rats or mice; and that he al- 
ways had a bed in the cloſet for his ſer- 
vant, whom he called up whenever the 
enemy was in motion. Another won- 
dered that any man ſhould think himſelf 
diſgraced by a precipitate retreat from a 
dog; for there was always a poſſibility 
that a dog might be mad; and that ſurely, 

| though 
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though there was no danger but of be- 


bit by a fierce animal, there was 
more wiſdom in flight than conteſt. By 
all theſe declarations another was en- 
couraged to confeſs, that if he had been 
admitted to the honour of paying his 
addrefles to Tranquilla, he ſhould have 
been likely to incur the ſame cenſure; 
tor among all the animals upon which 


nature has impreſſed deformity and 


horror, there was none whom he durſt 
not encounter rather than a beetle. 

Thus, Sir, though cowardice is uni- 
verſally defined to cloſe and anxious an 
attention to perſonal ſafety, there will be 
found ſcarcely any fear, however ex- 
ceſſive in it's degree, or unreaſonable in 
it's object, which will be allowed to 
charaQterize a coward. Fear is a paſſion 
which every man feels ſo frequently 

redominant in his own breaſt, that he 
is unwilling to hear it cenſured with 
you —_— and, perhaps, if we con- 
eſs the truth, the ſame reftraint which 
would hinder a man from declaiming 
againſt the frauds of any employment 
among thoſe who profeſs it, ſhould with- 
hold him from treating fear with con- 
tempt among human beings. 

Yet ſince fortitude is one of thoſe vir- 
tues which the condition of our nature 
makes hourly neceſſary, I think you 
cannot better direct your admonitions 
than againſt ſuperfluous and panick 
terrars. Fear is implanted in us as a 


n frem evil; but it's duty, 


ike that of other paſſions, is not to over- 
bear reaſon, but to aſſiſt it; nor fhould it 
be ſuffered to tyrannize in the imagina- 
tion, to raiſe phantoms of horror, or be- 
ſet life with ſupernumerary diſtreſſes. 

To be always afraid of loſing life is, 
indeed, — to enjoy a life that can 
deſerve the care of preſervation. He 
that once indulges idle fears will never 
be at reſt. Our preſent ſtate admits 
only a kind of negative ſecurity; we 
muſt conclude ourſelves ſafe When we 
ſee no danger, or none adequate to our 
powers of oppoſition. Death indeed 
continually hovers about us, but hovers 
commonly unſeen, unleſs we ſharpen 
our ſight by uſeleſs curioſity. 

There is always a point at which cau- 
tion, however ſolicitous, muſt limit it's 
preſervatives, becauſe one terror often 
counteracts another. I once knew one 
of the ſpeculatiſts of cowardice, whole 
reigning diſturbance was the dread of 
bouſe- breakers, His enquiries were for 


nine years employed the beſt 
thod of — A Pe. ark or a — 
and many an hour has he ſpent in eſta. 
bliſhing the preference of a bolt to x 
lock. He had at laſt, by the daily ſu- 

ition of new expedients, contrived 
a door which could never be forced; for 
one bar was ſecured by another with 
ſuch intricacy of ſubordination, that he 
was himſelf not always able to diſen. 
gage them in the proper method. He 
was happy in this fortification, till be. 
ing aſked how he would eſcape if he waz 
threatened by fire, he diſcovered, that 
with all his care and expence, he had 
only been aſſiſting his own deſtruction. 
He then immediately tore- off his bolts, 
and now leaves at night his outer-door 
half-locked, that hemay not by his own 
folly periſh in the flames. 

There is one ſpecies of terror which 
thoſe who are unwilling to ſuffer the re. 
oy of cowardice have wiſely digni. 

ed with the name of antipathy. Aman 
who talks with intrepidity ot the mon- 
ſters of the wilderneſs while they are out 
of ſight, will readily confeſs his antipa- 
thy to a mole, a weaſel, or a frog. He 
has indeed no dread of harm trom an 
inſet or worm, but his antipathy turns 
him pale whenever they approach him, 
He believes that a boat will tranſport 
him with as much ſafety as his neigh- 
bours, but he cannot conquer his anti- 
pathy to the water. Thus he gors on 
without any reproach from his own re- 
flections, and every day multiplies anti- 
pathies, till he becomes contemptible to 
others, and burthenſome to himſelf. 

It is indeed certain, that impreſſions 
of dread may ſometimes be unluckily 
made by objects not in themſelves juſtly 
formidable; but when fear is diſcover- 
ed to be groundleſs, it is to be eradi- 
cated like other falſe opinions, and an- 
tipathies are generally ſuperable by 2 
ſingle effort. He that has been taught 
to ſhudder at a mouſe, if he can per- 
ſuade himſelf to riſque one encounter, 
will find his own ſuperiority, and ex- 
change his terrors for the pride of con- 
queſt, - I am, Sir, &c. 
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AS you profeſs to extend your regard 
& tg the minuteneſs of decency, 49 
well as to the dignity of ſcience, I can. 
not forbear to lay before you a mode 0 


perſecution by which I have been wi 
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taverns and coffee - houſes, and de- 
. from entering the doors of my 


Among the ladies who pleaſe them- 
ſelves with ſplendid furniture, or elegant 
entertainment, it is a practice com- 
mon, to aſk every gueſt how he likes 
the carved work of the cornice, or the 
figures of the tapeſtry; the china at the 
table, or the plate on the fide-board ; 
and on all occaſions to enquire his op1- 
nion of their judgment and their choice. 
Melania has laid her new watch in the 
window nineteen times, that ſhe may 
defire me to look upon it. Caliſta has 
an art of dropping her ſnuff-box by 
drawing out her handkerchief, that when 
I pick it up I may admire it; and Ful- 

ntia has conducted me, 'by miſtake, 
into the wrong room, at every viſit I 
have paid ſince her picture was put into 
a new frame. 

I hope, Mr. Rambler, you will in- 
form them, that no man ſhould be de- 
nied the privilege of ſilence, or tortur- 
ed to falſe declarations ; and that though 
ladies may juſtly claim to be exempt 
from rudeneſs, they have no right to 
force unwilling civilities. To pleaſe is 
a laudable and elegant ambition, and is 
operly rewarded with honeſt praiſe; 
bat to fink applauſe by violence, and call 
out for commendation, without know- 
ing, or caring to know, whether it be 
given from conviction, is a ſpecies of 
tyranny by which modeſty is oppreſſed, 
and fincerity corrupted. The tribute 
of admiration, thus exacted by impu- 
dence and importunity, differs from the 
reſpect paid to filent merit, as the plunder 
of a pirate from the merchant's profit, 
I am, &c. 
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OUR oreat eceſſor, the Spec. 
Y tator, 2 to diffuſe — 
his female readers a defire of knowledge; 
nor can I charge you, though you do 
not ſeem equally attentive to the ladies, 
with endeavouring to diſconrage them 
from any laudable purſuit. But how- 
ever either he or you may excite- our 
curiolity, you have not yet informed ug 
how it may be gratified. The world 
ſeems to have formed an univerſal con- 
ſpiracy againſt our underſtandings; our 

ueſtions are ſuppoſed not to expect an- 
wers, our arguments are confuted with 
a jeſt, and we are treated like beings 
who tranſgreſs the limits of our nature 
whenever we aſpire to ſeriouſneſs or im- 
provement. 

I enquired yeſterday of a gentleman 
eminent for aſtronomical ſkill, what 
made the day long in ſummer, and ſhort 
in winter; and was told that nature pro- 
tracted the days in ſummer, left ladies 
ſhould want time to walk in the park; 
and the nights in winter, leſt they ſhould 
not have hours ſufficient to ſpend at the 
card-table. 

I hope you do not doubt but I heard 
ſuch information with juſt contempt, and 
I defire you to diſcover to this great ma- 
ſter of ridicule, that I was far from want- 
ing any intelligence which he could have 
given me. I aſked the queſtion with no 
other intention than to ſet him free from 
the neceſſity of ſilence, and give him an 
opportunity of wars 2p on equal terms 
with a polite aſſembly, from which, how- 
ever uneaſy, he could not then eſcape, by 
a kind introduction of the only ſubje& on 


which I believed him able to ſpeak with 


propriety. I am, &c. 
GCGENEROSA» 
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COEPISTI MELIUS QUAM DESINIS: ULTIMA PRIMIS 


CEDUNT + DISSIMILES MIC VIR, ET ILLE PUER» 


OI. 


SUCCEEDING YEARS TRY EARLY FAME DESTROY 
THOU, WHO.BEGAN'ST A MAN, WILT END A BOY« 


PRLITIAN, a name eminent a- 
mong the reſtorers of polite litera- 
ture, when he publiſhed a collection of 
Pigrams, prefixed to many of them the 
fear of his age at which they were com- 


poſed. He might deſign by this infor- 
mation, either to boaſt the ny matu= 
rity of his genius, or to conciliate in- 
dulgenee to the puerility of his perform- 
ances, But whatever was his intent, 
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it is remarked by Scaliger, that he 
little promoted his 1 4 5 
eauſe he fell below the promiſe which his 
firſt productions had given, and in the 
latter part of his life ſeldom equalled the 
ſallies of his youth, 

It is not uncommon for thoſe who at 
their firſt entrance into the world were 
diſtinguiſhed for attainments or abilities, 
to diſappoint the hopes which they had 
raiſed, and to end in negle& and obſcu- 
rity that life which they began in cele- 
brity and honour. To the long cata- 
logue of the inconveniencies of old age, 
which moral and fatirical writers have 
ſo copiouſly diſplayed, may be often 
added the loſs of fame. 

The advance of the human mind to- 
wards any obje& of laudable purſuit, 
may be compared -to the progreſs of a 
body driven by a blow. It moves for 
2 time with great velocity and vigour, 
but the force of the firſt impulſe is per- 
petually decreaſing, and though it ſhould 
encounter no obſtacle capable of quell- 
ing it by a ſudden ſtop, the reſiſtance of 
the medium through which it paſles, and 
the latent inequalities of the ſmootheſt 
ſurface, will, in a ſhort time, by conti- 
nued retardation, wholly over-power it, 
Some hindrances will be found in every 
road of life, but he that fixes his eyes 
upon any thing at a diſtance, neceſſarily 
loſes ſight of all that fills up the inter- 
mediate ſpace, and therefore ſets forward 
with alacrity and confidence, nor ſuſpects 
a thouſand obſtacles by which he after - 
wards finds his paſſage embarraſſed and 
obſtructed. Some are indeed ſtopt at 
once in their eareer by a ſudden ſhock of 
calamity, or diverted to a different di- 
rection by the croſs impulſe of ſome 
violent paſſion; but far the greater part 
languiſh by flow degrees, deviate at firſt 
into flight obliquities, and themſelves 
ſcarcely perceive at what time their ar- 
dour torivok them, or when they loſt 
ſight of their original deſign. 

Wearinels and 9 — are perpe- 
tually prevailing by ſilent encroach- 
ments, aſſiſted by different cauſes, and 
not obſcrved till they cannot, without 
great diffieulty, be oppoſed. Labour 


neceſſarily requires pauſes of eaſe and 
rclaxation, and the delicioutneſs of eaſe - 
commonly makes us unwilling to return 
to labour. We, perhaps, prevail upon 
ourſelves to renew our attempts, but 
gagerly liſten to every argument for fre- 
quent interpolitions of amuſement ; for 
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when indolence has once entered upen 
the mind, it can ſcarcely be diſpoſſeſſod 
but by ſuch efforts as very few are wil. 
ling to exert. 

t is the fate of induſtry to be equally 

by miſcarriage and ſucceſs, 

by confidence and deſpondency. He 
that engages in a great undertaking, 
with a talſe opinion of it's facility, or 
too high conceptions of his own ſtrength, 
is eaſily diſcouraged by the firſt hin- 
drance of his advances, becauſe he had 
promiſed himſelf an equal and perpetual 
progreſſion without impediment or dic. 
turbance; when unexpected interrup. 
tions break in upon him, he is in t 
ſtate of a nian ſurpriſed by a tempeſt, 
where he — only to baſk in the 
calm, or ſport in the ſhallows, 

It is not only common to find the dif. 
ficulty of an enterprize greater, but the 


2 leſs, than hope had pictured it. 


outh enters the world with very hap- 


Py pryudices in her own farour, She 


imagines herſelf not only certain of ac- 
compliſhing every adventure, but of ob- 
taining thoſe rewards which the accom- 
pliſhment, may deſerve. She is nat 
eafily perſuaded to believe that the force 
of merit can be reſiſted by obſtinacy and 
avarice, or it's luſtre darkened by cnvy 
and malignity. She has not yet learn- 
ed that the molt evident claims to praile 
or preferment ar be rejected by ma- 
lice againſt conviction, or by indolence 
without examination; that they may 
be ſometimes defeated by artifices, and 
ſometimes overborne by clamour ; that 
in the mingled numbers of mankind, 
many need no other provocation to en- 
mity than that they find themſelves 
excelled ; that others have ceaſed. their 
curioſity, and conſider every man who 
fills the mouth of report with a new 
name, as an intrudet upon their retreat, 
and a diſturber of their repoſe ; that ſome 
are engaged in complications of interc!t 
which they imagine endangered by every 
innovation; that many yield themlelvc 
up implicitly to every report which ha. 
tred diſſeminates or folly ſcatters ; aud 
that whoever aſpires to the notice of the 
publick, has in almoſt every man an cne- 
my and a rival; and muſt ſtruggle wi 
the oppoſition of the daring, and elude 
the ſtratagems of the timorous, mul 
quicken the frigid and ſoften the obdu- 
rate, muſt reclaim perverſeneſs and 1n- 
form ſtupidity. 

It is no wonder that when the lan 
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A of reward has vaniſhed, the zeal 
of enterprize ſhould ceaſe ; for who 
would perſevere. to cultivate the foil 
which ke has, after long labour, diſco. 
vered to be barren ? He who hath pleaſ- 
ed himſelf with anticipated praiſes, and 
expected that he ſhould meet in _ 
place with patronage or friendſhip, wi 


{on remit his vigour, when he finds 


that from thoſe who deſire to be con- 
ſadered as his admirers nothing can be 
hoped but cold civility, and that many 
retuſe to own his excellence, leſt they 
ſhould be too juſtly expected to reward it . 
A man, thus cut off from the pro- 
ſpe& of that port to which his addreſs 
and fortitude had been employed to 
ſteer him, often abandons himſelf to 
chance and to the wind, and glides care- 
leſs and idle down the current of life, 
without reſolution to make another ef- 
fort, till he is ſwallowed up by the gulph 
of mortality. 
Others are betrayed to the ſame de- 
fertion of themſelves by a contrary fal- 
It was faid of Hannibal, that he 
wanted nothing to the completion of his 
martial virtues, but that when he had 
gained a victory he ſhould know how to 
uſe it. The folly of deſiſting too ſoon 
from ſucceſsful labours, and the haſte 
of enjoying advantages before they are 
ſecured, 1s often fatal to men of impe- 
tuous deſire, to men whoſe conſciouſ- 
neſs of uncommon powers fills them 
with preſumption, and who having borne 
oppolition down before them, and left 
emulation panting behind, are early per- 
ſuaded to imagine that they have reached 


the heights of perfection, and that now, 


being no longer in danger from compe- 
titors, they may paſs the reſt of their 
days in the enjoyment of their acquiſi- 
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tions, in contemplation of their own 
ſuperiority, and in attention to their own 
praiſes, and look unconcerned from their 
eminence upon the toils and conten= 
tions of meaner beings. 

It is not ſufficiently conſidered in the 
hour of exultation, that all human ex- 
cellence is comparative; that no man 
performs much but in proportionto what 
others accompliſh, or to the time and 
opportunities which have been allowed 
him; and that he who ſtops at any point 
of excellence is every day ſinking in 
eſtimation, becauſe his improvement 
grows continually more incommenſurate 
to his life, Yet, as no man willingly 
quits opinions favourable to himſelf, the 
who have once been juſtly celebrated, 
imagine that they ſtill have the ſame pre- 
tenſions to regard, and ſeldom perceive 
the diminution of their character while 
there is time to recover it. Nothing 
then remains but murmurs and remorſe ; 
for if the ſpendthrift's poverty be embit - 
tered by the reflection that he once was 
rich, how muſt the idler's obſcurity be 
clouded by remembering that he once 
had luſtre! 

Theſe errors all ariſe from an original 
miſtake of the true motives of ien. 
He that never extends his view beyond 
the praiſes or rewards of men, will be 
dejected by neglect and envy, or infatu- 
ated by honours and applauſe. But the 
conſideration that life is only depoſited 
in his hands to be employed in obedience 
to a maſter who will regard his endea- 
vours, not his ſucceſs, would have pre- 
{ſerved him from trivial elations and diſ- 
couragements, and enabled him to pro- 
ceed with conſtancy and cheerfulneſs, 
neither enervated by commendatien, nor 
intimidated by cenſure, 
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FOR NOT THE BRAVE, OR WISE, OR GREATS 
E'ER YET HAD HAPPINESS COMPLETE; 
NOR PELEUS, GRANDSON OF THE SKY, 
NOR CADMUS, SCAP'D THE SHAFTS OF PAIN, 
THOUGH FAYOUR'D BY THE POW'RS ON HIGH, 
WITH EVERY BLISS THAT MAN.CAN GAIN«., 


HE writers who have undertaken 

the taſk of reconciling mankind 
to their preſent ſtate, and relieving the 
diſcontent produced by the various diſ- 
tribution of terreſtrial advantages, fre- 
quently remind us that we judge too 
haſtily of and evil, that we view 


| only the ſuperficies of life, and deter- 


mine of the whole by a very ſmall ; 
and that in the condition of men ib e 

2 happens, that grief and an- 
—— ie hid under the golden robes of 
proſperity, and the gloom of calamity 
is cheered by ſecret radiations of hope 

and comfort; as in the works of nature 
the bog is ſometimes covered with flow- 

ers, and the mine concealed in the bar- 
ren Crags, 

None but thoſe who have learned the 
art of ſubjecting their ſenſes as well as 
reaſon to hypothetical ſyſtems, can be 
perſuaded by the moſt ſpecious rhetori- 
cian that the lots of life are equal; yet 
it cannot be denied that every one has 
His peculiar pleaſures and vexations, 
that external accidents operate variouſly 
upon different minds, and that no man 
can exactly judge from his own ſenſa- 
tions, what another would feel in the 
ſame circumſtances, | 

If the general diſpoſition of things be 
eſtimated by the repreſentation which 
every one makes of his own ſtate, the 
world muſt be conſidered as the abode 
of ſorrow and miſery ; for how few can 
forbear to relate their troubles and their 
diſtreſſes? If we judge by the account 
which may be obtained of every man's 
fortune from others, it may be conclud- 
ed, that we are all placed in an Elyſian 
regions overſpread with the luxuriance 
of plenty, and fanned by the breezes 


of felicity; ſince ſcarcely any complaint 


is uttered without cenſure from thoſe 
that hear it, and almoſt all are allowed 
to have obtained a proviſion at leaſt ade- 
quate to their virtue or their underſtand. 
ing, to poſſeſs either more than they de- 
ſerve or more than they enjoy. 

We are either born with ſuch diſſimi- 
litude of temper and inclination, or re- 
ceive ſo many of our ideas and opinions 
from the ſtate of life in which we are en- 
gaged, that the griefs and cares of one 
part of mankind ſeem to the other hypo: 
criſy, folly, and affectation. Every claſs 
of ſociety has it's cant of lamentation, 
which is underſtood or regarded by none 
but themſelves; and every part of life 
has it's uneaſineſſes, which thoſe who 
do not feel them will not commiſerate. 
An event which ſpreads diſtraction over 
half the commercial world, aſſembles 
the trading companies in councils aud 
committees,, and ſhakes the nerves of 
a thouſand ſtockjobbers, is read by the 
landlord and the farmer with frigid in- 
difference, An affair of love, which 
fills the young breaſt with inceſſant al- 
ternations of hope and fear, and ſteals 
away the night and day from every 
other pleaſure or employment, is re- 
garded by them whoſe paſſions time has 
extinguiſhed, as an amuſement which 
can properly raiſe neither joy nor ſorrow, 
and though it may be ſuffered to fill the 
vacuity of an idle moment, ſhould al- 
ways give way to prudence or intereſt, 

He thay never had any other deſire 
than to fill a cheſt with money, or to ad 
another manour to his eſtate, who never 
grieved but at a bad mortgage, or enter: 
ed a company but to make a bargain, 
would be aſtoniſhed to hear of beings, 
known among the polite and gay Þy the 
denomination of wits, How ages 
gap? 
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with eurioſity, or grin with con- 
tempt, at the mention of beings who 
have no. wiſh but to ſpeak what was 
never ſpoken before; who, if they hap- 
n to inherit wealth, often exhauſt their 
atrimonies in treating thoſe who will 
200 them talk; and if they are poor, 
negle& opportunities of improving their 
fortunes for the pleaſure of makin 
others laugh! How flowly would he 
believe that there are men who would 
rather loſe a legacy than the reputation 
of a diſtich; . 0 think it leſs diſgrace 
to want money than repartee; whom 
the vexation of having been foiled in a 
conteſt of raillery is ſometimes ſufficient 
to deprive of II and who would 
eſteem it a lighter evil to miſs a profit - 
able bargain by ſome accidental delay, 


than not to have thought of a ſmart reply 


till the time of producing it was palt ? 
How little would he ſulpect that this 


child of idleneſs and frolick enters every 


E allembly with a beating boſon, like a 


I litigant on the day of deciſion, and re- 
volves the probability of applauſe with 
the anxiety of a conſpirator whoſe fate 


J depends upon the next night ; and at 
the hour of retirement he carries home, 


under a ſhew of airy negligence, a heart 
& lacerated with envy, or depreſſed with 


* 
3 


diſappointment; and immures himſelf 
in his cloſet, that he may diſencumber his 
memory at leiſure, review the progreſs 
et the day, ſtate with accuracy his loſs 
or gain of reputation, and examine the 
aduſes of his failure or ſucceſs? 

= Yet more remote from common con- 
eceptions are the numerous and reſtleſs 
anietics, by which female happinels is 
E particularly diſturbed. A ſolitary phi- 

bſopher would imagine ladies born 
ich an exemption from care and ſor- 

v, lulled in perpetual quiet, and feaſt- 
A with unmingled pleaſure; for what 
enn interrupt the content of thoſe upon 

dom one age has laboured after ano- 

er to confer honours, and accumu- 

e immunities ; thoſe to whom rude- 

Ness is infamy, and inſult is cowardice ; 

Poe eye commands the brave, and 

£ hole imiles ſoften the ſevere ; whom the 
3 alor travels to adorn, the ſoldier bleeds 
defend, and the poet wears out life to 
brate; who claim tribute from every 
At and ſcience, and for whom all who 
Wpproach them endeavour to multiply de- 
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lights, without requiring from them any 
return but willingneſs to be pleaſed ? 
Surely, among theſe favourites of na- 
ture, thus unacquainted with toil and 
danger, felicity muſt have fixed her reſi- 
dence; they muſt know only the changes 
of more vivid or more gentle joys; their 


life muſt always move either to the ſlow 


or ſprightly melody of the lyre of glad- 
neſs; they can never aſſemble but to 
pleaſure, or retire but to peace. 

Such would be the thoughts of every 
man who ſhould hover at a diſtance 
round the world, and know it only by 
conjecture and ſpeculation. But experi- 
ence will ſoon diſcover how ealily thoſe 
are diſguited who have been made nice 
by plenty, and tender by indulgence. 
He will ſoon ſee to how many dangers 
power is expoſed which has no other 
guard than youth and beauty, and how 
caſily that tranquillity is moleſted which 
can only be ſmoothed with the ſongs of 
flattery. It is impoſſible to ſupply wants 
as faſt as an idle imagination ma 
able to form them, or to remove all in- 
conveniencies by which elegance refined 
into impatience may be offended. None 
are ſo hard to pleaſe as thoſe whom ſa- 
tiety of pleaſure makes weary of them+ 
ſelves; nor any fo readily provoked, as 
thoſe who have been always courted 
with an emulation of civility. 

There are indeed ſome ſtrokes which 
the envy of fate aims immediately at 
the fair. The miſtreſs of Catullus wept 
tor her ſparrow many centuries ago, 
and lap-dogs will be ſometimes ſick in 
the preſent age. The moſt faſhionable 
brocade is ſubject to ſtains; a pinner, 
the pride of Bruilels, may be torn by a 
careleſs waſher; a picture may drop 
from a watch; or the triumph of a new 
ſuit may be interrupted on the firſt day 
of it's enjoyment, and all diſtinftions 
of dreſs unexpectedly obliterated by a 
general mourning. ©# | | 

Such is the ſtate of every age, every 
ſex, and every condition; all have their 
cares, either from nature or from folly : 
and whoever, therefore, finds himſelf in- 
clined to envy another, ſhould remem- 
ber that he knows not the real condition 
which he deſires to obtain, but is certain 
that, by indulging a vicious paſſion, he 
muſt leſſen that "happineſs which he 
thinks already too ſparingly beſtowed. 


Ne CXXIX. 


1 
1 
1 
1 
i 
1 
i 
+ 


294 THE RAMBLER, 


Ne CXXIX. TUESDAY, JUNE 11, 1751. 


x NC, 0 NUNC, D.FDALE, DIXIT, 

MATERIAM, QUA SIS INGENIOSUS, HARE. 
POSSIDET IN TERRAS, ET POSSIDET AQUORA MINOS. 

NEC TELLUS NOSTRA&®, NEC PATET UNDA FUGA 
PESTATITER COELO: COELO TENTAPIMUVS IRE. 

DA VENIAM COEP TO, JUPITER ALTE, MEOs 


NOW D&ADAIT.CS, BEHOLD, BY FATE ASSIGN'D, 

A TASK PROPORTION'D TO THY MIGHTY MIND! 
UNCONQUER'D BARS ON EARTH AND SEA WITHSTAND; 
THINE, MINOS, Is THE MAIN, AND THINE THE LAND. 
THE SXIES ARE OPEN—LET US TRY THE SKIES: 
FORGIVE, GREAT JOVE, THE DARING ENTERPRIZEs 


ORALIS TS, like other writ- 

ers, inſtead of caſting their eyes 
abroad in the hiving world, and endea- 
vouring to form maxims of practice, and 
new hints of theory, content their cu- 
rioſity with that ſecondary knowledge 
which books afford, and think them- 
ſelves entitled to reverence by a new 
arrangement of an ancient ſyſtem, or 
new illuſtration of eſtabliſhed principles. 
The ſage precepts of the firſt inſtructors 
of the world are tranſmitted from age 
to age with little variation, and echoed 
from one author to another, not perhaps 
without ſome loſs of their original force 
at every repercuſſion. 

I know not whether any other reaſon 
than this idleneſs of imitation can be 
aſſigned for that uniform and conſtant 
partiality, by which ſome vices have hi- 
therto eſcaped cenſure, and ſome virtues 
wanted recommendation; nor can I diſ- 
cover why elſe we have been warned only 
againſt part of our enemies, while the 

reſt have been ſuffered to ſteal upon us 
without notice; why the heart has on 
one ſide been doubly fortified, and laid 

open on the other to the incurſions of 
error, and the ravages of vice. 

Among the favourite topicks of mo- 
ral declamation, may be numbered the 
miſcarriages of imprudent boldneſs, and 
the folly of attempts beyond our power. 
Every page of every 1 is 
crowded with examples of temerity that 
ſunk under burthens which ſhe laid upon 
herſelf, and called out enemies to battle 

. by whom ſhe was deſtroyed. 

Their remarks are too juſt to be diſ- 

mo and too ſalutary to be rejected; 

ut there is likewiſe ſome danger leſt ti- 
morous prudence ſhould be inculcated 
til] ceurage and enterprize are wholly 
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repreſſed, and the mind congealed in per. 
petual inactivity by the fatal influcuce 
of trigorifick wiſdom. 

Every man ſhould, indeed, carefully 
compare his force with his undertaking; 
for though we onght not to live only 
for our own ſakes, and though there- 
fore danger or difficulty ſhould not be 
avoided merely becauſe we may expoſe 
ourlelves to miſery or _ yet it 
may be juſtly required of us, not to 
throw away our lives upon madequate 
and hopeleis defigns, ſince we might, 
by a juſt eſtimate of our abilities, be- 
come more uſeful to mankind. . 

There is an irrational contempt of 
danger which approaches nearly to the 
folly, if not the guilt, of ſuicide; there 
is a ridiculous perſeverance in impracti. 
cable ſchemes, which is juſtly puniſhed 
with ignominy and reproach. But in the 
wide regions of probability, which ar 
the proper province of prudence and 
election, there is always room to deviate 
on either fide of rectitude without ruſh- 
ing againſt apparent abſurdity ; and at. 
cording to the inclinations of nature, 
or the impreſſions of precept, the dar- 
ing and the cautious may move in di, 
ferent directions without touching upon 
raſhneſs or cowardice. 2 

That there is a middle path which k 
is every man's duty to find, and to kts 
is unanimouſly confeſſed; but it 15 like. 
wiſe acknowledged, that this middle 

ath is ſo narrow, that it cannot ealtly 
be diſcovered, and ſo little beaten, that 
there are no certain marks by which 
can be followed; the care, therefore, a 
all thoſe who conduct others has bac, 
that whenever they decline into * 

nities, they ſhould tend towards the 
ide of ſatety, t 
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Tt can, indeed, raiſe no wonder that and heſitation, when diffidence is ab- 
temerity has been generally cenſured; ſorbed in the ſenſe of danger, or over- © 
for it is one of the vices with which whelmed by ſome reſiſtleſs paſſion. We 
few can be charged, and which there- then ſoon diſcover, that difficulty is, for 
fore great numbers are — to con- the moſt part, the daughter of idleneſs ; 
demn. It is the vice of noble and ge- that the obſtacles with which our way 
nerous minds, the exuberance of mag- ſcemed to be obſtructed were only phan- 
nanimity, and the ebullition of genius; toms wich we' believed real, becauſe 
and is therefore not regarded with much we durſt not advance to a cloſe exami- 
tendernels, becauſe it never flatters us nation; and we learn that it is impoſſible 
by that e of ſoftneſs and im- to determine without experience how 
becility which is commonly 3 to much conſtancy may endure, or perſe- 
conciliate compaſſion. But if the fame verance perform. „ 
attention had been applied to the ſearch But whatever pleaſure may he found 
of arguments againſt t folly of pre- in the review of diſtreſſes when art or 
ſuppoſing impoſſibilities, and anticipat- courage has ſurmounted them, few will 


ing fruſtration, I know not whether be perſuaded to wiſh that they may be 
many would not have been rouſed to 
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55 N awakened by want or terror to the con- 
WE uſefulneſs, who, having been taught to viction of their own abilities. Every 
q confound prudence with timidity, never one ſhould therefore endeavour to invi- 

ally ventured to excel, leſt they ſhould un- gorate himſelf by reaſon and reflection, 1 | 
wes fortunately fail. 3 and determine to exert the latent force I 
0 5 It is — to diſtinguiſh our own that nature may have repeſited in him, 1 
5 intereſt from that of others, and that before the hour of exigence comes upon 1 
* diſtinction will perhaps aſſiſt us in fix- him, and compulſion ſhall torture him 1 
pot ing the juſt limits of caution and adven- to diligence. It is below the dignity of 
et it turouſneſs. In an 9 that a reaſonable being to owe that ſtrengtk | 
> involves the happineſs or the ſafety of to neceſſity which ought always to act | 
yuate many, we have certainly no right to at the call of choice, or to necd any other | 
ight, hazard more than is allowed by thoſe motive to induſtry than the deſire of per- | 

N * who partake the danger; but where only forming his duty. | 

l ourſelves can ſuffer by miſcarriage, we Reflections that may drive away de- | 
pt of are not confined within ſuch narrow li- -=_ cannot be wanting to him who con- 

© he mits; and till Jeſs is the reproach of ſiders how much life is now advanced 
how temerity, when numbers will receive ad- beyond the ſtate of naked, undiſciplined, 

Far "x —_— ſucceſs, and only one be in- uninſtructed nature. Whatever has been 

"iſhed commoded by failure. effected for convenience or elegance, 

in the Men are generally willing to hear while it was yet unknown, was believed 

ch an precepts by which eaſt is favoured ; and impoſſible; and therefore would never 

ce and u vo reſentment is raiſed by general re- have been attempted, had not ſome, more 

deviate | preſentations of human folly, even in daring than the reſt, adventured to bid 

ge thoſe who are moſt eminently jealous of defiance to prejudice and cenſure. Nor 

and .. | Gomparative reputation, we conteis, is there yet any reaſon to doubt that the 

at without reluctance, that vain man is fame labour would be rewarded with 

bs tay: ignorant of his own weakneſs, and the ſame ſucceſs. There are qualities 

"in of therefore frequently preſumes to at- in the products of nature yet undiſco- 

_— | _ what he*can never accompliſh; vered, and combinations in the powers 

| but it ought likewiſe to be remembered, of art yet untried. It is the duty of every 

which t that a man is no leſs ignorant of his own man to endeavour that ſomething may 

to keep, l and might perhaps have accom- be Xadded by his induſtry to the heredi- 

dis He. küthed a thouſand deſigns, which the tary aggregate of knowledge and happi- 
middle irres of cowardice reſtrained him neſs. To adi much can indeed be the 

ot calily * attempting. lot of few, but to add ſomething, how- 

en, thut 5 t 1s obſerved in the golden verſes of ever little, every one may hope; and of 

which it ; T0agoras, that power is never far every honeſt endeavour, it is certain, 

efore, 0 rom neceſſity.” The vigour of the that, however umluccttsful, it will be at 

as been, | 2 mind quickly appears, when laſt rewerdcd, 

ito 0bli- Ne 15 


no longer ary place for doubt 
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NON SIC PRATA NOVO VERE DECENTIA 
STATIS CALIDA DI. POLIAT VAPOR, 
SAVIT 8$0LSTITIO CUM MEDIUS DIES, o— 
VT FULGOR TENERIS QUI RADIAT GENIS 
MOMENTO RAPITUR, NULL AQUE NON DIES 
FORMOSI SPULIUM CORKPORIS AEBSTULIT. 


RES EST FORMA FUGARX. 
CONFIDAT FRAGIL1? 


QUIS SAPIENS BONO 


SENECA. 


NOT FASTER IN TRE SUMMER'S RAY 

THE SPRING'S FRAIL BEAUTY FADES AWAY, 

THAN ANGUISH AND DECAY CONSUME 

THE SMILING VIRGIN'S ROSY BLOOM». 

SOME BEAUTY'S SNATCH'D EACH DAY, EACH HOUR 5 
FOR BEAUTY 1S AFLEETING FLOW'R: 

THEN HOW CAN WISDOM EER CONFIDE 

IN BEAUTY'S MOMENTARY PRIDE ? 


TO THE RAMBLER. 
SIR, | 


5 have very lately obſerved, that 
in the numerous ſubdiviſions of 
the world, every claſs and order of man- 
kind have joys and ſorrows of their own 
we all feel hourly pain and pleaſure from 
events which paſs unheeded before other 
eyes, but can ſcarcely communicate our 

ceptions to minds preoccupied by dif- 
| objects, any more than the delight 
of well-diſpoſed colours or harmonious 


" ſounds can be imparted to ſuch as want 


the ſenſe of hearing or of ſight. 

Jam fo "Wales 2 convinced of the 
juſtneſs of this remark, and have on fo 
many occalions diſcovered with how 
little attention pride looxs upon cala- 
mity of which the thinks herſelf not m 
danger, and indolence liftens to com- 
plaint when it is not echoed by her own 
remembrance, that though I am about 
to lay the occurrences of my life before 
you, I queſtion whether you will con- 
deſcend to peruſe my narrative, or with- 
out the help. of ſome female ſpeculatiſt 
be able to underſtand it, 

I was born a beauty. From the dawn 
of reaſon I had my regard turned wholly 
upon myſelf, nor can recolle& any thing 
earlier than praiſe and admiration. My 
mother, whaſe face had luckily advan- 
ced her to a condition above her birth, 
thought no evil ſo great as deformity. 
She had not the power of imagining any 
other defect than a cloudy complexion, 
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or diſproportionate features; and there. 
fore contemplated me as an aſſemblage 
of all that could raiſe envy or delire, 
and predicted with triumphant fondneſs 
the extent of my conqueſts, and the 
number of my ſlaves. 

She never mentioned any of my young 
acquaintance before me, but to remark 
how much they fell below my perfcc- 
tion ; how one would have had a fine 
face, but that her eyes were without 
luſtre; how another ſtruck the ſight at 
diſtance, but wanted my hair and teeth 
at a nearer view; another diſgraced u 
elegant ſhape with a brown {kin ; ſome 
had ſhort fingers, and others dimples i 
a wrong place. 

As ſhe expected no happineſs nor ad- 
vantage but from beauty, ſhe thougit 
nothing but beauty worthy of her care; 
and her maternal kindneſs was chiefly 
exerciſed in contrivances to protect me 
from any accident that might deface me 
with a ſcar, or ſtain me with a freckle: 


ſhe never thought me ſufficiently ſhaded 


from the ſun, or ſcreened from the fire 
She was ſevere or indulgent with no otle! 
intention than the preſervation of m 
form; ſhe excuſed me from work, leſt 
ſhould learn to hang down my head, df 
harden my finger with a needle; 
ſnatched away my book, becauſe you 
lady in the neighbourhood had mal 
her eyes red with reading by 2 candle 
but ſhe would ſcarcely ſuffer me to 11 
leſt I ſnould ſpoil my ſhape, nor to. 
leſt I ſhould ſwell my ancle with 3 Pa 
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At night T was accurately ſurveyed from 
head to foot, leſt I ſhould have ſuffered 
any diminution of my charms in the 
adventures of the day ; and was never 
permitted to Neep, till I had paſſed 
through the coſmetick diſcipline, part of 
which was a regular luſtration, pertorm- 
ed with bean-flower water and May- 
dews; my hair was perfumed with va- 
riety of unguents, by ſome of which it 
was to be thickened, and by others to be 
curled, The ſoftneſs of my hands was 
ſecured by medicated gloves, and my 
boſom rubbed with a pomade prepared 
hy my mother, of virtue to diſcuſs pim- 
* and clear diſcolorat ions. 

I was always called up early, becauſe 
the morning air gives a freſhneſs to the 
checks; but I was placed behind a cur- 
tain in my mother's chamber, becauſe 
the neck is eaſily tanned by the riſing 
ſun. I was then dreſſed with a thou- 
{and precautions; and again heard my 
own praiſes, and triumphed in the com- 
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my future life was to be reckoned. I 
was dreſſed and ſent out to conquer, 
with a heart beating like that of an old 
knight-errant at his firſt ally. Scholars 
have told me of a Spartan matron, who, 
when ſhe armed her ſon for battle, bade 
him bring back his ſhield, or be brought 
upon it. My venerable parent diſmiſ- 
ſed me to a field, in her opinion of equal 


glory, with a command to ſhew that L 


was her daughter, and not to return 
without a lover. 

I went, and was received like other 
pleaſing novelties with a tumult of ap- 
plauſe. Every man who valued him- 
ſelf upon the graces of his perſon, or 
the s ores of his addreſs, crowded 
about me, and wit and ſplendor con- 
tended for my notice. I was delight- 
fully fatigued with inceſſant civilities, 
which were made more pleafing by the 
apparent envy of thoſe whom my pre- 
{ſence expoſed to neglect, ard returned 
with an attendant equal in rank and 


= pliments and prognoſtications of all that wealth to my utmoſt wiſhes, and from 
lace "PT f 
15 = approached me. this time ſtood in the firſt rank of beauty, 
yay: ? My mother was not ſo much prepoſ- was followed by gazers in the Mall, 
net f ſeſſed with an opinion of my natural ex- celebrated in the papers of the day, imi- 
| the W cellencies as not to think ſome cultiva- tated by all who endeavoured to riſe in- 
= tion neceſſary to their completion. She to faſhion, and cenſured by thoſe whom 
=" = took care that I ſhould want none of age or diſapppointment forced to retire. 
ry = the accompliſhments included in female My mother, who pleaſed herſelf with 
* W education, or conſidered neceſſary in the hopes of ſeeing my exaltation, dreſ- 
15 "7 = faſhionable life. I was looked upon in ſed me with all the exuberance of 
1 my ninth year as the chief ornament of finery; and when I repreſented to her if 
4 _ che dancing-maſter's ball; and Mr. that a fortune might be expected pro- 1 
* Alriet uſed to reproach his other ſcholars portionate to my appearance, told me : | 
8 0 5 with my performances on the harpſi- that ſhe ſhould ſcorn the reptile who F 
= chord. At twelve T was remarkable for could enquire after the fortune of a gin i 
ples playing my cards with great elegance of like me. She adviſed me to proſecute 1 
x I manner, and accuracy of judgment. my victories, and time would certainly 4 
__ ht At laſt the time came when my mo- bring meacaptive who might deſerve the 
ought ther thought me perfect in my exerciſes, honour of being enchained for ever. 
of 84 and qualified to diſplay in the open world My lovers were indeed fo numerous, 
1 * thoſe accompliſhments which had yet that I had no other care than that of de- 
0 * only been diſcovered in ſelect parties or termining to whom I ſhould ſeem to give 
ks domeſtick aſſemblies. Preparations were the preference. But having been ftcadi- 
＋ 4 | therefore made for my appearance on a ly and induſtriouſly inſtructed to 2 
fs ire, i publick night, which ſhe conſidered as lerve my heart from any impreſſions 
: other the moſt important and critical moment which might hinder me from conſulting 
15 m | of my life. She cannot be charged my intereſt, I ated with leſs embarraſſ- 
be with neglecting any means of recom- ment, becauſe my choice was regulated 
ad, of mendation, or leaving any thing to by principles more clear and certain than 
ho chance which prudence eould aſcertain. the caprice of approbation. When J 
5 "aun -Very ornament was tried in every poſi- had ſingled out one from the reſt as more 
al don, every friend was conſulted about worthy of encouragement, I proceed. 
7 "le; e colour of my dreſs, and the mantua- in my meaſures by the rules of art; and 
* makers were haraſſed with directions yet when the ardour of the firſt viſits 
x to ud alterations. was ſpent, generally found a ſudden de- 


At laſt the night ar! ived from which slenſion of my influence; Þ felt in my- 
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ſelf the want of ſome power to diverſify 
amuſement, and enliven converſation, 
and could not but ſuſpect that my mind 
failed in performing the promiſes of my 
face. This opinion was ſoon confirm- 
ed by one of my lovers, who married 
Lavinia with leſs beauty and fortune 
than mine, becauſe he thought a wife 
ought to have qualities which might 
ts. 2 her amiable when her bloom was 
aſt. 
: The vanity of my mother would not 
ſuffer her to diſcover any defect in one 
that had been formed by her inſtructions, 
and had all the excellence which ſhe her- 
ſelf could boaſt. She told me thet no- 
thing ſo much hindered the advancement 
of women as literature and wit, which 
generally frightened away thoſe that 
could make the beft ſettlements, and 
drew about them a needy tribe of poets 
and philoſophers, that filled their heads 
with wild notions of content, and con- 
templation, and virtuous obſcurity. She 
therefore enjoined me to improve my 
minuet ſtep with a new French dancing - 


maſter, and wait the event of the next 


birth-night. 

I had now almoſt completed my nine- 
teenth year: if my charms had loſt any 
of their ſoftneſs, it was more than 


compenſated by additional dignity ; and 


if the attractions of innocence were un- 
paired, their place was ſupplied by the 
arts of allurement. I was therefore 
preparing for a new attack, without any 
abatement of my confidence, when, in 
the midſt of my hopes and ſchemes, I 
was ſeized by that dreadful malady 
which has ſo often put a ſudden end to 
the tyranny of beauty. I recovered my 
health after a long confinement ; but 
when I looked again on that face which 
had been often flaſhed with tranſport at 
it's own reflexion, and ſaw all that 1 
had learned to value, all that I had en- 
deavoured to improve, all that had pro- 
cured me honours or praiſes, irrecover- 
ably deſtroyed, I funk at once into me. 
lancholy and deſpondence. My pain 
was not much conſoled or alleviated by 
my mother, who grieved that I had not 
loſt my life together with my beauty ; 
and declared, that ſhe thought a young 
woman, diveſted of her charms, had no- 
thing for which thoſe who loved her 
could deſire to ſave her from the grave. 
Having thus continued my relation to 
the period from which my life took a 
new courſe, I ſhall conclude it in an- 
other letter, if by publiſhing this you 
ſhew any regard for the correſpondence 

of, Sir, &c. 
VICTORI14, 
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FAT18 ACCEDE DREISQUE, 


ET COLE FELICES;3 MISEROS FUGF, SIDERA COELO 
UT DISTANT, FLAMMA MARI, SIC UTILE RECT0- 


LuCAN-. 


8TILL FOLLOW WHERE AVUEPICIOUS FATES INVITE ; 
CARESS THE HAPPY, AND THE WRETCHED SLIGHT. 
SOONER SHALL JARRING ELEMENTS UNITE, 

THAN TRUTH WITH GAIN, THAN INTEREST WITH RICHKT-» 


HERE is ſcarcely any ſentiment 

in which, amidſt the mnumerable 
varieties of inclination that nature or 
accident have ſcattered in the world, we 
find greater numbers concurring than in 
the wiſh for riches; a wiſh indeed ſo pre- 
valent, that it may be conſidered as uni- 


verſal and tranſcendental, as the deſire in 


which all other deſires are included, and 
of which the various purpoſes which 
actuate mankind are only ſubordinate 
ſpecies and different modifications. 
Wealth is the general center of incli- 


"mation, the point to which all minds 


F. Lxwis. 


preſerve an invariable tendency, from 
which they afterwards diverge in num- 
berleſs directions. Whatever is the re- 
mote or ultimate deſign, the immedi- 
ate care is to be rich; and in whatever 
enjoyment we intend finally to acquieſce, 
we ſeldom conſider it as attainable but 
by the means of money. Of wealth 
therefore all unanimouſly confeſs the 
value, nor is there any diſagreement bul 
about the uſe, : 
No defire can be formed which riches 
do not aſſiſt to gratify. He that places 
his happineſs in ſplended equipage ot 
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gumerous dependants, in refined praiſe 
or popular 'acclamations, in the accu- 
2 of curioſities or the revels of 
luxury, in ſplendid edifices or wide plan- 
tations, muſt ſtill either by birth or ac- 
quiſition ſſeſs riches. They may be 
conſidered as the elemental principles of 
leaſure, which may be combined with 
endleſs diverſity; as the eſſential and 
neceſſary ſubſtance, of which only the 
form is left to be adjuſted by choice. 

The neceſſity of riches being thus ap- 
parent, it is not wonderful that almoſt 
every mind has been employed in en- 
deayours to acquire them; that multi- 
tudes have vied in arts by which life is 
furniſhed with accommodations, and 
which therefore mankind may reaſon- 
ably be expected to reward. 

It bad indeed been happy if this pre- 
dominant appetite had operated only in 
concurrence with virtue, by influencing 
none but thoſe who were zealous to de- 
ſerve what they were eager to poſſeſs, 
and had abilities to improve their on 
fortunes by contributing to the eaſe or 
happineſs of others. To have riches and 
to have merit would then have been the 
Tame, and ſucceſs might 2 have 
been conſidered as a proof of excellence. 

But we do not find that any of the 
wiſhes of men keep a ſtated proportion 
to their powers of attainment. Many 
envy and defire wealth, who can never 
pon it by honeſt induftry or uſeful 

nowledge. They therefore turn their 
eycs about to examine what other me- 
thods can be found of gaining that 
which none, however impotent or worth- 
leſs, will be content to want. 

A littleenquiry will diſcover that there 
are nearer ways to profit than through 
the intricacies of art, or up the ſteeps of 
labour; what wiſdom and virtue ſcarcely 
receive at the cloſe of life, as the recom- 
pence of long toil and repeated efforts, 
is brought within the reach of ſubtilty 
and diſhoneſty by more expeditious and 
compendious meaſures : the wealth of 
credulity is an open prey to falſchood; 
and the poſſeſſions ol ignorance and im- 
becility are eaſily . — away by the 
conveyances of ſæcre : rtifice, or ſeized 
by the gripe of unre/:# ed violence. 

It is likewiſe not Eard to diſcover, 
that riches always procure protection for 
themſelves, that they dazzle the eyes of 
enquiry, divert the celerity of purſuit, 
or appeaſe the ferocity of vengeance. 

n any man is inconteſtibly known 
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to have large poſſeſſions, very few think 
it requiſite to enquire by what practices 
they were obtained; the reſentment of 
mankind rages only againſt the ſtruggles 
of feeble and timorous corruption; but 
when it has ſurmounted the in oppoli - 
tion, it is afterwards ſupported by fa- 
vour, and animated by applauſe. 

The proſpett of gaining ſpeedily what 
is ardently deſired, and the certainty o- 
obtaining by every acceſſion of advan- 
tage an addition of ſecurity, have ſo far 
prevailed upon the paſſions of mankind, 
that the peace of life is deſtroyed by a 
general and inceſſant ſtruggle for riches, 
It is obſerved of gold, by an old epi- 
grammatiſt, that to have it is tobe in fear, 
and to want it is to be in ſorrow. There 
is no condition which is not diſquieted 
either with the care of gaining or of 
keeping money; and the race of man 
may be divided in a political eſtimate 
between thoſe who are practiſing fraud, 
and thoſe who are ies it. 

If we conſider the preſent ſtate of the 
world, it will be found, that all confi- 
dence is loſt among mankind, that no 
man ventures to act, where money can 
be endangered, upon the faith of an- 
other. It is impoſſible to ſee the long 
ſcrolls in which every contract is includ- 
ed, with all their appendages of ſeals 
and atteſtation, without wondering at 
the depravity of thoſe beings, who muſt 
be reſtrained from violation of promiſe 
by ſuch formal and publick evidences, 
and precluded from equivocation and 
ſubterfuge by ſuch punctilious minute- 
neſs. Among all the ſatires to which 
folly and wickedneſs have given occa- 
ſion, none is equally ſevere with a bond 
or a ſettlement. | 

Of the various arts by which riches 
may be obtained, the greater part are 
at the firſt view irreconcileable with the 
laws of virtue; ſome are openly flagiti- 
ous, and practiſed not only in neglect, 
but in defiance of faith and juſtice ; and 
the reſt are on every tide ſo entangled 
with dubious tendencies, and ſo beſet 
with perpetual temptations, that very 
tew, even of thoſe who are not yet 
abandened, are able to preſerve their 
innocence, or can produce any othei 
claim to pardon than that they have de- 
viated from the right leſs than others, 
and have ſooner and more diligently 
endeavoured to return. 

One of the chief charaReriflicks of 
the golden age, of the age in which 
p 2 neither 
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neither care nor danger had intruded on 
mankind, is the community of poſſeſ- 
ſions : ſtrife and fraud were totally ex- 
cluded, and every turbulent paſſion was 
ſtilled by plenty and equality. Such 
were indeed happy times, but ſuch 
times can return no more. Community 
of poſſeſſion muſt include ſpontaneity 
of production; for what is obtained by 
labour will be of right the property of 
him by whoſe labour it 1s abies. And 
while a rightful claim to pleaſure or to 
affluence muſt be procured either by 
ſlow induſtry or uncertain hazard, there 
will always be multitudes whom cow- 
ardice or impatience incite to more ſafe 
and more ſpeedy methods, who ſtrive 
to pluck the fruit without cultivating 
the tree, and to ſhare the advantages 
of victory without partaking the dan- 
ger of the battle. 

In later ages, the conviction of the 
danger to which virtue is expoſed while 
the mind continues open to the influ- 
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ence of riches, has determined many to 
vows of perpetual poverty; they have 
ſuppreſſed deſire by cutting off the poſ- 
ſibility of gs and ſecured their 
peace by deftroying the enemy whom 
they had no hope of reducing to quiet 
ſubjection. But by debarring them. 
ſelves from evil, they have reſeinded 
many opportunities of good; they have 
too often ſunk into inactivity and uſe. 
leſſneſs; and though they have forborne 
to injure ſociety, have not fully paid their 
contributions to it's happineſs. 
Whileriches are ſo neceſſary to preſent 
convenience, and ſo much more eaſily 
obtained by crimes than virtues, the 
mind can only be ſecured from yielding 
to the continual impulſe of covetouſne!; 
by the preponderation of unchangeable 
and eternal motives. Gold will turn the 
intellectual balance, when weighed only 
againſt reputation ; but will be light and 
ineffectual when the oppoſite ſcale is 
charged with juſtice, veracity, and piety, 
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THE MIND OF MOR TALS, IN PERVERSENESS STRONG, 
IMBIBES WITH DIRE DOCILITY THE WRONG. 


TO THE RAMBLER. 


MR. RAMBLER, 
Was bred a ſcholar, and after the 
uſual courſe of education, found it 
neceſſary to employ for the ſupport of 
life that learning which I had almoſt 
exhauited my little fortune m acquiring. 
The lucrative profeſſions drew my re- 
gard with equal attraction; each pre- 
ſented ideas which excited my curioſity, 
and each impoſed dutics which terrified 
my apprehenſion. | 
There is no temper more unpropi- 
tious to intereſt than deſultory applica- 
tion and unlimited enquiry, by which 
the defires are held in a perpetual equi- 
poiſe, and the mind fluctuates between 
different purpoſes without determination. 
I had bouks of every kind round me, 
among which I divided my tine as ca- 
price or accident directed, Loften ſpent 
the firſt hours of the day in coniider- 
ing to what ſtady I ſhould devote the 
ret ; and at lait ſnatched up an author 


hat lay upon the able, or perhaps fled 


to a coffee-houſe for deliverance from 
the anxiety of irreſolution, and the 
gloominels of ſolitude, ; 

Thus my little patrimony grew im- 
perceptibly leſs, ci I was rouſcd from 
my literary ſlumber by a creitor, 
whoſe importunity obliged me to pacii) 
him with fo large a ſum, that what re- 
mained was not ſufficient to ſupport me 
more than eight months. I hope 50 
will not reproach me with avarice cr 
cowardice, if I acknowledge that 1 now 
thought myſelf in danger of diftrels, 
and obliged to endeavour after ſomeè cer- 
tain competence. 


There have been heroes of negligence, 


who have laid the price of their laſt acte 
in a drawer, and, without the leaſt in- 
terruption of their tranquillity. or abatr- 
ment of their expences, taken out one 
piece after another, till there Was no 
more remaining. But I was not born 
to ſuch dignity of ynprudence, Or ſuch 
exaltation above the cares and neceſiitics 
of life: I therefore immediately eng%" 
ed my friends to procure me a little em- 
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ent, which might ſet me free from 

Re dent of 2 and afford me 
time to plan out ſome final ſcheme of 

ing advantage. 

1177 friends — ſtruck with honeſt 
ſolicitude, and immediately promiſed 
their endeavours for my extrication. 
They did not ſuffer their kindneſs to 
languiſh by delay, but proſecuted their 
enquiries with ſuch ſucceſs, that in leſs 
than a month I was perplexed with varie- 
ty of offers and contrariety of proſpects. 
I had however no time for long pauſes 
of conſideration; and therefore ſoon re- 
folved to accept the office of inſtructing 
a young nobleman in the houſe of his 
father: I went to the ſeat at which the 
family then happened to reſide, was re- 
ceived with great politneſs, and invit- 
ed to enter immediately on my charge. 
The terms offered were fuch as I ſhould 
willingly have accepted, though my 
fortune had allowed me greater liberty 
of choice: the reſpe&t with which I was 


treated flattered my vanity; and per- 


haps the ſplendor of the apartments, 
and the luxury of the table, were not 
wholly without their influence. I im- 
mediately complied with the propoſals, 
and received the young lord into my 
care, 

Having no deſire to gain more than 


I ſhould truly deſerve, I very diligently 


proſecuted my undertaking, ana had 
the ſatisfaction of diſcovering in my 
pupil a flexible temper, a quick appre- 
henſion, and a retentive memory. I 
lid not much doubt that my care would, 
in time, produce a wiſe and uſeful coun- 
lor to the ſtate, though my labours 
were ſomewhat obſtructed by want of 
ys and the neceſſity of comply - 
1 


ing with the freaks of negligence, and 


ef waiting patiently for the lucky mo- 


ment of voluntary attention. To a man 
hole imagination was filled with the 


| dignity of knowledge, and to whom a 
S "tudious life had made all the common 
amulements inſipid and contemptible, 
das not very eaſy to ſuppreſs his in- 
AAnatien, when he ſaw himſelf for- 


laken in the midſt of his lecture, for an 
and 
ound his inſtructions debarred from 
cce1s to the intellectual faculties, by 
de memory of a childiſh frolick, or 
"cdelire of a new plaything. 

boſe vexations would have recurred 
bels frequently, had not his mamma, by 
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entreating at one time that he ſhould 
be excuſed from a taſk as a reward for 
ſome petty compliance, and withhold- 
ing him from his book at another, to 
gratify her{elf or her viſitants with his 
vivacity, ſhewn him that every thing 
was more pleaſing and more important 
than knowledge, and that ſtudy was to 
be endured rather than choſen, and was 
only the bufineſs of thoſe hours which 
pleaſure left vacant, or diſcipline uſurp- 
ed, | 

I thought it my duty to complain, in 
tender terms, of theſe frequent avoca- 
tions; but was anſwered, that rank and 
fortune might reaſonably hope for ſome 
indulgence z that the retardation of my 
pupil's progreſs would not be imputed 
to any negligence or inability of mine; 
and that with the ſucceſs which ſatisfie 
every body elſe, I might ſurely fatisfy 
myſelf. I had now done my duty, and 
without more remonſtrances continued 
to inculcate my precepts whenever they 
could be heard, gained every day new 
influence, and found that by degrees my 
ſcholar began to feel the quick impulſes 
of curioſity, and the honeſt ardour of 
ſtudious ambition. 

At length it was reſolved to paſs a 
winter in London. The lady had too 
much fondneſs for her fon to live five 
months without him, and too high an 
opinion of his wit and learaing to refuſe 
her vanity the gratification of exhibiting 
him to the public. I remonttrazed 
againſt too early an acquaintance with 
cards and company; but with a ſoft 
contempt of my ignorance and pedantry, 
ſhe faid that he had been already con- 
fined too long to ſolitary ſtudy, and it 
was now time to thew him the world; 
nothing was more a brand of meannc: 
than baſhfui timiditv; gay freedom and 
elegant affurance were only to be gained 
by mixed converſation, a frequent in- 
tercourſe with ſtrangers, and a timely 
introduction to fplendid aſſemblies; and 
ſhe had more that once obſerved, that 
his torwardnets and complaiſance began 
to deſert him, that he was ſilent when 
he had not ſomething of cenſequence 
to ſay, bluſhed whenever he happened 
to find hünſelf miſtaken, and hung 
down his head in the preſence of the 
ladies, without the- readineſs of reply, 
and activity of oi-touineſs remarkable 
in young gentlemen that bred in 
London. 
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Again I found reſiſtance hopeleſs, and 
again thought it proper to comply. We 
entered the coach, and in four days 
were placed in the gayeſt and moſt my 
nificent region of the town. My pupil, 
who had for ſeveral years lived at a re- 
mote ſeat, was immediately dazzled with 
2 thouſand beams of novelty and ſhow. 
His imagination was filled with the per- 

etual tumult of pleaſure that paſſed be- 
— him, and it was impoſſible to allure 
him from the window, or to overpower 
by any charm of eloquence the rattle of 
coaches, and the ſounds which echoed 
from the doors in the neighbourhood. 
In three days his attention, which he be- 
gan to regain, was diſturbed by a rich 

uit, in which he was equipped for the 
1 of company, and which, hav- 
ing been long accuſtomed to a plain dreſs, 
he could not at firſt ſurvey without ec- 
ſtacy. 

The arrival of the family was now 
formally notified; every hour of every 
day brought more intimate or more 
diſtant acquaintances to the door; and 
my pupil was indiſcriminately intro- 
duced to all, that he might accuſtom 
himſelf to change of faces, and be rid 
with ſpeed of his ruſtick diffidence. 
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He ſoon endeared himſelf to his mothe- 
by the ſpeedy acquiſition or recovery of 
her darling qualities; his eyes ſparkls at 
a numerous aſſembly, and his hear: 
dances at the mention of a ball. H. 
has at once caught the infection of high 
life, and has no other teſt of princip|s 
or actions than the quality of thoſe 
to whom they are aſcribed. He begin: 
already to look down on me with ſue. 
riority, and ſubmits to one ſhort leſfon 
in a week, as an act of condeſcenſion 
rather than obedience; for he is of 
opinion, that no tutor is properly qua. 
lined who cannot ſpeak French; and 
having formerly learned a few familiar 

hraſes from his fiſter's governeſs, he 
is every day ſoliciting his mamma to 
procure him a foreign footman, that he 
may grow polite by his converſation. 1 
am not yet inſulted, but find myſelf 
likely to become ſoon a ſuperfluous in- 
cumbrance, for my ſcholar has now no 
time for ſcience, or for virtue ; and the 
lady yeſterday declared him fo much 
the favourite of every company, that ſhe 
was afraid he would not have an hour 
in the day to dance and fence. 

I am, &c. 
EUMATHES, 


TUESDAY, JUNE 25, 1751. 
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VICTRIX FORTUNZ SAPIEN TIA. 


DICIMUS AUTEM 


nos QUUQUE FELICES, QUI FERRE IKCOMMODA VITAE, 
NEC JACTARE JUGUM VITA DIDICERE MAGISTRAs 
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I ET STOICKS E THICKS HAUGHTY RULES ADVANCE, 
To COMBAT FORTUNE, AND TO CONQUER CHANCE; 


VET HAPPY THOSE, 


THOUGH NOT $0 LEARN'D ARZ THOUGH Ty 


WHOM LIFE INSTRUCTS, WHO BY EXPERIFNCE TAUGHT), 
FOR NEW TO COME FROM PAST MISFOR TUNES Lock, 
NOR SBEAKE THE YOKE, WHICH GALLS THE MCRE 'T1IS SHOOK«s 


TO THZ RAMBELER. 


SIR 
OU have ſhewn, by the publica- 
tion of my Jetter, that you think 
the life of Victoria not wholly unwor- 
thy of the notice of a philoſopher: I 
ſhall therefore continue my narrative, 
without any apology for unimportance 
which you have dizrified, or for mac- 
curacies which you are to correct. 
When my life appeared to be no 
longer ip danger, and as much of my 
ft. ngth was recovered as enabled me ta 


Carre. 


bear the agitation of a coach, I . 
placed at a lodging in a neighbcurng 


3 . * Yal . 
village, to which my mother diſmiſled 


me with a taint embrace, uy [t- 
peated her command not to expole n 
face too ſoon to the fun or wind, a 
told me, that with care I might perna} 
become tolerable again. Thie proip® 
of being tolerable had very little pow” 
to elevate the imagination of one who 
had fo long been accuſtomed to par 
and ecſtacy ; but it was ſome fatisfachol 
to be ſeparated from my mother, £4 
was incetantly rir ging the knew of t, 
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parted beauty, and never entered my 


zoom without the whine of condolance, 


or the growl of anger. She often wan- 


the ruins of a celebrated city, to note 
every place which had once been re- 
markable for a happy feature. She 
condeſcended to viſit my retirement, but 
always left me more melancholy ; for 
after a thouſand trifling enquiries about 
my diet, and a minute examination of 


E my looks, ſhe generally concluded with 


a gh, that I ſhould never more be fit 


© to be ſeen. 


At laſt 1 was permitted to return 


© home, but found no great improvement 


of my condition; for I was impriſoned 


® in my chamber as a criminal, whoſe ap- 


nce would diſgrace my friends, and 


condemned to be tortured into new beau - 


ty. Every experiment which the offi- 
lly could communicate, or 

4 ignorance admit, was 
Sometimes I was co- 
vered with emollients, by which it was 


4 expected that all the ſcars would be 


| filled, and my cheeks plumped up to 
their former E and ſometimes 


I was puniſhed with artificial excoria- 


E tions, in hopes of gaining new graces 


& with a new ſkin. The colmetic ſci- 
W ence was exhauſted upon me; but who 
aan repair the ruins of nature? My mo- 


ther was forced to give me reſt at laſt, 
W and abandon me to the fate of a fallen 
W toaſt, whoſe fortune ſhe conſidered as a 
bopeleſs game, no longer worthy of ſoli- 
citude or attention. 


1 
8 
N 


= The condition of a young woman 
Wo has never thought or heard of any 
W other excellence that beauty, and whom 
the ſudden blaſt of diſeaſe wrinkles in 
er bloom, is indeed ſufficiently calami- 
W'0us. She is at once deprived of all that 
e her eminence or power; of all that 
ted her pride, or animated her aftivi- 
all that filled her days with pleaſure, 
her nights with hope; all that gave 
adneſs to the preſent hour, or bright- 
Pei her proſpects of futurity. It is 
ups not in the power of a man whoſe 
ention has been divided by diverſity 
3 f purſuits, and who has not been ac- 
| uſtomed to derive from oth-rs much 
4 his happineſs, to image to himſelf 
ch helpleſs deſtitution, ſuch diſinal 
| Panty, Every object of pleaſing CON = 
lation is at once ſnatched away, and 
. foul finds every receptacle. of ideas 
"Py, or filled only with the memory 
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dered over my face, as travellers over - 


of joys that can return no more. All 
is Gooey privation, or impotent deſire; 
the faculties of anticipation ſlumber in 
deſpondency, or the powers of pleaſure 
mutiny for employment. 

I was fo little able to find entertain- 
ment for myſelf, that T was forced in a 


- ſhort time to venture abroad, as the ſo- 


litary ſavage is driven by hunger from 
his cavern. I entered with all the hu- 
mility of diſgrace into aſſemblies, where 
I had _ ſparkled with gaiety, and 


towered with triumph. I was not whol- 


ly without hope, that dejection had miſ- 


repreſented me to myſelf, and that the 
remains of my former face might yet 
have ſome attrition and influence: but 
the firlt circle of viſits convinced me that 
my reign was at an end; that life and 
death were no longer in my hands; that 
I was no more to practiſe the glance of 
command, or the trown of prohihition g 
to receive the tribute of ſighs and praiſes, 
or be ſoothed with the gentle mur- 
murs of amorous timidity. My opinion 
was now unheard, and my prepoſals 
were unregarded; the narrewneſs of my 
knowledge, and the meanneſs of my 
ſentiments, were eaſily difcovered, when 
the eyes were no longer engaged againſt 
the judgment; and it was obſerved, by 
thoſe who had formerly been charmed 
with my vivacious loquacity, that my 
under{tanding was impaired as well as 
my lace, and that I was no longer qua- 
lified to fill a place in any company but 
a party at cards. 

It is ſcarcely to be imagined how ſoon 
the mind finks to a level with the con- 
dition. T, who had long conſidered all 
who approached me as vaſſals condemn - 
ed to regulate their pleaſures by my eyes, 
and harais their inventions for my enter- 
tainment, was in less than three weeks 
reduced to receive a ticket with proteſ- 
fions of obligation, to catch with eager- 
neſs at a compliment; and to watch 
with all the anxiouſneſs of dependanee, 
leſt any little civility that was paid me 
thould paſs unacknowledged. 

Though the negligence of the men 
was not very pleaſing when compared 
with vows and adoration, yet it was far 
more ſapportable than the inſolence of 
my own ſex. For the firſt ten months 
after my return into the worll, I never 
entered a ſingle houſe in Which the me- 
mory of my dovenfal was not revived. 
At one place I was congratulated on my 
cape with life; at another I heard of 
thy 
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the benefits of early inoculation ; by 
ſome I have been told in expreſs terms, 
that I am not yet without my charms; 
others have whiſpered at my entrance 
This is the celebrated beauty.” One 
told me of a waſh that wauld ſmooth the 
ſkin; and another offered me her chair 
that I might not front the light. Some 
ſoothed me with the obſervation that 
none can tell how ſoon my caſe may be 
her own; and ſome thought it proper to 
receive me with mournful tenderneſs, 
formal condolance, and conſolatory 
blandiſhments. 

Thus was I every day haraſſed with 
all the ſtratagems of well-bred malignity; 

et inſolence was more tqlgrable than ſo- 
laude, and I therefore perſiſted to keep 
my timeat the doors of my acquaintance, 
without gratifying them with any ap- 
pearance of reſentment or depreſſion. I 
expected that their exultation would in 
time vapour away; that the joy of their 
ſuperiority would end with it's novelty; 
and that I ſhould be ſuffered to glide 
along in my preſent form among the 
nameleſs multitude, whom nature never 
intended to excite envy or admiration, 
nor enabled to delight the eye or inflame 
the heart, 

This was naturally to be expected, 
and this I began to experience. But 
when I was no longer agitated by the 
perpetual ardour of reſiſtance and effort 
of perleverance, I found more ſenſibly 
the want of thoſe entertainments which 
had formerly delighted me; the day ruſe 
upon me without an engagement, and 
the evening cloſed in it's natural gloom, 
without ſummoning me to a concert or 
a ball. None had any care to find 
amuſements for me, and I had no pow- 


No CXXXIV. SATURDAY, JUNE 29, 17551. 


"QUIS SCIT, AN ADJICIANT HODIERNA CRASTINA SUMMAEA 


TEMPORA DI SUPERI | 


WHO KNOWS IF HEAV'N, WITH EVER-BOUNTEOUS POW'R, 
SHALL ADD TO-MORROW TO THE FRESENT HOUR | 


1 Sat yeſterday morning employed in 
deliberating on which, among the 
various ſubjects that occurred to my 
imagination, I ſhould beſtow the paper 
of to-day. After a ſhort effort of medi- 
tation by which nothing was determined, 
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er of amuſing myſelf. Idleneſs expoſe 
me to melancholy, and life began to 
languiſh in motionleſs indifference. 
Miſery and ſhame are nearly allied, 
It was not without many ſtruggles that 
I prevailed on myſelf to confeſs my un- 
eaſineſs to Euphemia, the only friend 
who had never pained me with comfort 
or with pity. ; at laſt laid my calami- 
ties before her, rather to eaſe my heart 
than receive affiſtance:=* We mutt di. 
C ö ſaid ſhe, my Victoria, thoſe 


* 


© evils which are impoſed by Provi. 
© dence, from thoſe to which we our. 
© ſelves give the power of hurting us, t 
© Of your calamity, a ſmall part is the 5p 
© infliction of Heaven, the reſt is little 0 
* more than the corroſion of idle dil. m 
© content. You have loſt that which fi 
© may indeed ſometimes contribute to tr 
* happineſs, but to which happineſs is ni 
by no means inſeparably annexed, Ve 
© You have loſt what the greater num. a\ 
ber of the human race never have poſ- 0\ 
© ſefſed; what thoſe on whom it is be. ba 
© ſtowed for the moſt part poſſeſs in vain; 
© and what you, while it was yours, la 
© knew not how to uſe : you have only el 
© loſt early what the laws of nature for- w/ 
bid you to keep long, and have loft it ral 
* while your mind is yet flexible, and pr 
© while you have time to ſubſtitute more ry 
valuable and more. durable exccllen- wi 
© cies. Conſider yourſelf, my Vidto- len 
© ria, as a being born to know, to rea- ſis 
© ſon, and to act; riſe at once from your the 
© dream of melancholy to wiſdom and lte. 
© to piety; you will find that there are | 
© other charms than thoſe of beauty, reg 
and other joys than the praiſe of tools. mo 
I am, Sir, &c. nea 
VICTORIA im 
PU 
day 
exe 
duc 
beli 
ſup 
| Hog. War 
moi 
ney 
FRANCIS» ” 
I grew every moment more irreſolute, Foc 
my ideas wandered from the firſt inter : 
tion, and I rather wiſhed to think, than wh 
thought, upon any ſettled ſubjeet; 3 
at lalt I was awakened from this drew S | 


of ſtudy by a ſummons from the p_ 


me time was come for which I had been 
thus negligently purpoſing to rovide, 
and, however dubious or ſfluggiftt, I was 
now neceſſitated to write. 


: Though to a writer whoſe deſign is ſo 
. comprehenſive and miicellaneous, that 
| 1 he may accommodate himſelf with a to- 
t 3 pick from every ſcene of lite, or view of 
a mature, it is no great aggravation of his 
t = taſk to be obligel to a {udden compoſi- 
A W tion yet I could not forbear to reproach 
e = myſelt for having fo long neglected what 
- = was unavoidably to be done, and of 
f. = which every moment's idleneſs increaſcd 
= " 
8. = the difficulty. There was, however, ſome 
he plealure in reflecting that I, who had 
tle W only trifled till diligence was neceſſary, 
il. = might ill congratulate myſelf upon my 
ch ſuperiority to multitudes, who have 
to = trifled till diligence is vain; who can by 
i$ no degree of activity or reſolution reco- 
d, ver the opportunities which have ſhipped 
m. away; and who are condemned by their 
of- own careleſſneis to hopeleſs calamity and 
be barren ſorrow. 
un; Tue folly of allowing ourſelves to de- 
urs, lay what we know cannot be finally 
nly elcaped, is one of the general weakneſſes 
for- which, in ſpite of the inſtruction of mo- 
| it raliſts, and the remontrances of reaſon, 
and prevail to a grearer or leſs degree in eve- 
nore ry mind: even they who moſt ſteadily 
len- withſtand it, find it, if not tne moſt vio- 
do- lent, the moſt pertinacious of their paſ- 
rea- ſions, always renewing it's attacks, and 
your though often vanquiſhed, never de- 
and ſtroyed. 
e ue It is indeed natural to have particular 
auty, regard to the time preſent, and to be 
ools.* moſt ſolicitous for that which is by it's 
nearneſs enabled to make the ſtrongeſt 
JR1As mpreſhons. When therefore any ſharp 
pun is to be ſuffered, or any formidable 
danger to be incurred, we can ſcarcely 
*empt ourſelves wholly from the ſe- 
ducements of imagination; We readil 
elieve that another day will bring ſome 
lupport or advantage which wc now 
want; and are eaſily perſuaded, that the 
moment of neceſſity which we deſire 
never to arrive, is at a great diſtance 
from us. 

Thus life is languiſhed away in the 
ſolutes gloom of anxiety, and conſumed in col- 
inten- lecting reſolution which the next morn- 
, that ing diſſipates; in forming pw poſes which 
tz til ve ſcarcely hope to keep, and reconcil- 
dre ng ourſelves to our own cowardice by 
ores excuſes which, while we admit them, 


We know to be abſurd, Our firmneſs 
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is by the continual contemplation of 
milery hourly impaired; every ſubmiſ- 
ſion to our fear enlarges it's 1 
we not only waſte that time in which the 
evil we dread might have been ſuffered 
and ſurmounted, but even where pro- 
craſtination produces no abſolute in- 
create of our difficulties, make them lets 
ſuperable to ourſelves by habitual ter- 
rors. When evils cannot be avoided, 
it. is wiſe to contract the interval of ex- 
pectation; to meet the miſchiefs which 
will over take us if we fly; and ſuffer 
only their real malignity without the 
conflicts of doubt, and anguith of anti- 
Cipation. 

To act is far eaſter than to ſuffer; yet 
we every day ſee the progreis of life re- 
tardgl by the vis nertiæ, the mere re- 
pugnance to motion, and find mulri- 
tudes repining at the want of that which 
nothing but idleneſs hinders them from 
enjoying. The caſe of Tantalus, in the 
region of poetick puniſhment, was ſome- 
what to be pitied, becauſe the fruits that 
hung about him retired from his hand; 
but what tenderneſs can be claimed by 
thoſe who, though perhaps they ſuffer 
the pains of — will never lift 
their hands for their own relief? 

There is nothing more common among 
this torpid generation than murmurs and 
complaints; murmurs at uncaſineſs which 
only vacancy and ſuſpicion expoſe them 
to feel, and complaints of diſtreſſes which 
it is in their ewn pawer to remove. 
Lazinefs is commonly aflociated with 
timidity. Either fear originally prohi- 
birs endeavours by intuling deſpair of 
ſucceſs; or the frequent failure of irre- 
ſolute ſtruggles, and the conſtant deſire 
of avoiding labour, imp sis by degrees 
falſe terrors on the mind. But fear, 
whether natural or acquired, when once 
it has full poſſeſſion ot the fancy, never 
fails to employ it upon viſions of cala- 
mity, ſuch as, if they are not diſſipated 
by utetul employment, will ſoon over- 
calt it with horrors, and imbitter life 
not only with thoſe miſeries by which all 
earthly beiags are really more or leſs tor- 
mented, but with thoſe which do not yet 
exiſt, and which can only be diſcerned 
by the perſpicacity of cowardice. 

Among all who ſacrifice future ad- 
vantage to preſent inclination, ſcarcely 
any gain fo little as thoſe that ſuffer 
themte]ves to freeze in idleneſs. Others 
are corrupted by ſome enjoyment of 
more or leſs power to gratify the paſſions; 
| q but 
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but to neglect our duties, merely to 
avoid the labour of performing them, a 
labour which is always punctually re- 
warded, is ſurely to ul under weak 
temptations. Idleneſs never can ſecure 
tranquillity; the call of reaſon and of 
conſcience will pierce the cloſeſt pavilion 
of the ſluggard ; and, though it may not 
have force to drive him from his down, 
will be loud enough to hinder him from 
ſleep. Thoſe moments which he can- 
not reſolve to make uſetul by devoting 
them to the great buſineſs ot his being, 
will (till be uſurped by powers that will 
not leave them to his diſpolal ; remorſe 
and vexation will ſeize upon them, and 
forbid him to enjoy what he is ſo de- 
ſirous to appropriate. 

There are other cauſes of inactivity 
incident to more active faculties and 
more acute diſcernment. He to whom 
many objects of purſuit ariſe at the ſame 
time, will frequently heſitate between 
different deſires, till a rival has preclud- 
ed him, or change his courſe as new at- 
trations prevail, and haraſs himſelf 
without wig: He who ſees dif- 
ferent ways to the ſame end, will, unleſs 
he watches carefully over his own con- 
duct, lay out too much of his attention 
upon the compariſon of probabilities, 
and the adjuſtment of expedients, and 
pauſe in the choice of his road, till ſome 
accident intercepts his journey. He 
whoſe penetration extends to remote con- 
ſequences, and who, whenever he applies 
his attention to any deſign, diſcovers 
new proſpects of advantage, and poſſi- 


bilities of improvement, will not eaſily 
be perſuaded that his project is ripe for 


execution; but will ſuperadd one con. 
trivance to another, endeavour to unite. 


various purpoſes in one operation, mul. 
tiply complications, and refine niceties, 
till he is entangled in his own {cheme, 
and bewildered in the perplexity of var. 
ous intentions. He that reſolves to unite 
all the beanties of fituation in a new pur- 
chaſe, muſt waſte his life in roving to no 
purpole from province to province, He 
that hopes in the ſame houſe to obtain 


every convenience, may draw plans and 


ſtudy Palladio, but will never lay à 
ſtone. He will attempt a treatiſe on 
ſome important ſubject, and amaſs ma- 
terials, conſult authors, and ſtudy all the 
dependent and collateral parts of learn- 
ing, but never conclude himſelf qualifi. 
ed to write. He that has abilitics to 
conceive perfection, will not eaſily be 
content without it; and ſince perfection 
cannot be reached, will loſe the oppor- 
tunity of doing well in the vain hope ef 
unattainable excellence. 

The certainty that life cannot be long, 
and the probability that it will be much 
ſhorter than nature allèws, ought to 
awaken every man to the active proſe. 
cution of whatever he is deſirous to per- 
form. It is true, that no diligence can 


. aſcertain ſucceſs; death may intercept 


the ſwifteſt career; but he who is cut of 
in the execution of an honeſt undertak- 
ing, has at leait the honour of falling in 
his rank, and has fought the batte, 
though he miſſed the victory. 
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PLACE MAY BE CHANG'D; BUT WHO CAN CHANGE HIS MIND? 


T is impoſſible to take a view on 

any fide, or obſerve any of the vari- 
ous claſſes that form the great commu- 
nity of the world, without diicovering 
the influence of example; and admitting 
with new conviction the obſervation of 
Ariſtotle; that“ Man is an imitative 
© being.” The greater, far the greater 
number, follow the track which others 
have beaten, without any curioſity after 
new diſcoveries, or ambition of truſting 
themſelves to their own conduct. And, 


of thoſe who break the ranks and dia- 


der the uniformity of the march, mol 
return in a ſhort time from their devi2- 
tion, and prefer the equal and ſteady 
ſatisfaction of ſecurity before the flo. 
licks of caprice and the honours of ad- 
venture. 5 

In queſtions difficult or dangerous it 
indeed natural to repoſe upan authority; 
and, when fear happens to predominito 
upon the authority of thoſe whom we do 
not in general think wiſer than * 

N C 
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Very 


very few have abilities requiſite for the 
diſcovery of abſtruſe truth; and of thoſe 
ſew ſome want leifure, and ſome reſo- 
lution. But it is not ſo eaſy to find the 
reaſon of the univerſal ſubmiſſion to pre- 
cedent where every man might ſafely 
judge for himſelf; where no irreparable 
loſs can be hazarded, nor any milchict 
of long continuance incurred, Vanity 
might be expected to operate where the 
more powerful paſſions are not awaken- 
ed; the mere pleaſure of acknowledging 
no ſuperior might produce flight ſingu- 
larities, or the hope of gaining ſome new 
degree of happineſs awaken the mind to 
invention or experiment. 

If in any cale the ſhackles of preſcrip- 
tion could be wholly ſhaken off, and the 
imagination left to act without controul, 
on what occaſion ſhould it be expected, 
but in the ſelection of lawtul pleature ? 
Pleaſure, of which the cllence is choice; 
which compulſion diſſociates from every 
thing to which nature has united it; and 
winch owes not only it's vigour but it's 
being to the ſiniles of liberty. Yet we 
ſee that the ſenſes, as well as the reaſon, 
are regulated by credulity; and that moſt 
will feel, or lay that they feel, the gra- 
tifications which others have taught 
chem to expect. 

At this time of univerſal migration, 
wuen almoſt every one, conſiderable 
enough to attract regard, has retired, or 
preparing with all the earneſtneſs of 
«.'tre!s to retire, into the country; when 
nothingas to be heard but the hopes of 
peedy departure, or the complaints of 
voluntary delay; I have often been 
tempted to enquire what happineſs is to 
be gained, or what inconvenience to be 
= voided, by this ſtated receſſion ? Of the 
birds of paſſage, ſome follow the ſum- 
= cr, and ſome the winter, becauſe they 
de upon ſuſtenance which only ſummer 
= or winter can ſupply ; but of the annual 
flight of human rovers it is much harder 
= '0aſlign the reaſon, becauſe they do not 
W par either to find or ſeek any thin 
aich is not equally afforded by the 
W fon and country, 
= | believe that many of theſe fugitives 
W iy have heard of men whoſe continual 
n was for the quiet of retirement, 
ho watched every opportunity to ſteal 
ay trom obſervationigzto forſake the 
ad, and delight thenrs with the 
eh of ſulitucdes These is indeed 
8 carcely any writer who has not cele- 


4 rated the happineſs of rural Privacy, 
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and delighted himſelf and his reader with 
the melody of birds, the whiſper of 
groves, and the murmur of riyulets; nor 
any man eminent for extent of capacity, 
or greatneſs of exploits, that has not 
left behind him ſome memorials of lone= 
ly wiſdom, and filent dignity. 

But almoſt all abſurdity of conduct 
ariſes from the imitation of thoſe wham 
we cannot reſemble. Thoſe who thus 
teſtified their wearineſs of tumult and 
hurry, and haſted with ſo much eager- 
neſs to the leiſure of retreat, were either 
men overwhelmed with the preffure of 
difficult employments, haraſſed with 
importunities, and diſtracted with mul- 
tiplicity; or men wholly engroſſed by 
ſpeculative ſciences, who having no other 
end of life but to learn and teach, found 
their ſearches interrupted by the com- 
mon commerce of civility, and their rea- 
ſonings disjointed by frequent interrup- 
tions. Such men might reaſonably fly 
to that eaſe and convenience which their 
condition allowed them to find only in 
the country. The ſtateſman who de- 
voted the greater part of his time to the 
publick, was defirous of keeping the 
remainder in his own power. The gene- 
ral, ruffled with dangers, wearied with 
labours, and ſtunned with acclamations, 
gladly ſnatched an interval of ſilence and 
relaxation. The naturaliſt was un- 
happy where the works of Providence 
were not always before him. The rea- 
ſoner could adjuſt his ſyſtems only where 
his mind-was free from the intruſion of 
outward objects. 

Such examples of ſolitude very few 
of thoſe who are now haſtening from the 
town have any pretenſions to plead in 
their own juſtification, ſince they can- 
not either pretend wearineſs of labour, 
or deſire of knowledge. They purpoſe 
nothing more than to quit one ſcene of 
idleneſs for another, and after having 
trifled in publick, to ſleep in ſecrecy. The 
utmoſt that they can hope to gain is the 
change of ridiculouſneſs to obſcurity, 
and the privilege of having fewer wit- 
neſles to a life of folly. Ne who is not 
ſufficiently important to be diſturbed in 
his purſuits, but ſpends all his hours 
according to his own inclination, and has 
more hours than his mental faculties en- 
able him to fill either with enjoyment or 
deſires, can have nothing to demand of 
ſhades and vallies. As bravery is faid 
to be a panoply, inſignificancy is always 


a ſhelter » 
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There are, however, pleaſures and ad- 
vantages in a rural ſituation, which are 
not confined to philoſophers and heroes. 
The freſhneſs of the air, the verdure 
of the woods, the paint of the meadows, 
and the unexhauſted varicty which ſum- 
mer ſcatters upon the earth, may eaſily 
give delight to an unlearned {pectat6r, 
It-is not neceſſary that he who looks with 
pleaſure on the colours of a flower ſhould 
ſtudy the principles of vegetation, or 
that the Ptolemaick and Copernican ſy- 
ſtem ſhould be compared before the light 
of the fun can gladden, or it's warmth 
invigorate. Novelty is itſelf a ſource 
of gratification ; and Milton juſtly ob- 
ſerves, that to him who has been long 
pent up in cities, no rural object can be 
preſented which will not delight or re- 
treſh ſome of his ſenſes. 

Yet even theſe eaſy pleaſures are 
miſſed by the greater part of thoſe who 
waſte their ſummer in the country. 
Should any man puriue his acquaint- 
ances to their retreats, he would {ind 
few of them liſtening to Philomel, loi- 
tering in woods, or plucking daihes, 
catching the healthy gale of the morn- 
ing, or watching the gentle coruſ:ations 
of declining day. Some will be diſco- 
vered at a window by the road ſide, re- 
joicing when anew cloud of durſt gathers 
towards them, as at the approach of a 
momentary ſupply of converſation, and 
a ſhort relief from the tediouſacis of 
unideal vacancy, Others are placed in 
the adjacent viliages, where they look 
only upon houles as in the relt of the 
year, with no change of objects but 
what a remove to any new ftreet in 
London might have given them. The 
fame ſet of acquaintances {til} feitle to- 
gether, and the form of life is not other - 
wile diverified than by doing the fame 


things in a different place. Tliey pay 
and receive viſits in the uſual form, they 
frequent the walks in the morning, they 
deal cards at night, they attend to tlic 
ſame tattle, and dance with the ſame 
partners; nor can they at their return to 
their fermer habitation - congratulate 
themſelves on any other advantage, than 
that they have paſſed their time like others 
of the ſame rank; and have the fame 
right to talk of the happineſs and bcauty 
of the country, of happineſ which 
they never telt, and beauty which they 
never regarded. 

To be able to procure it's own enter. 
tainments, and to ſubſiſt upon it's own 
ſtock, is not the prerogative of every 
mind. There arc indeed undertoud. 
ings ſo fertile and comprzhenſive, that 
they can always feed reflection with new 
ſupylies, and ſuffer nothing trom the 
precluſion of adventitious amulements; 
as {ome cities have within their own walls 
encloſed ground enough to feed their in- 
habitants in a fiege. But others live 
only from day to day, and mult be con- 
ſtantly enabled, by foreign ſupplies, to 
keep out the encroachments ot languor 
and ſtupidity. Such could 'not indeed 
be blamed {or hovering within reach of 
their uſual plcaſure, more than any 
other aninal tor not quitting it's native 
element, were not their faculties con- 
tracted by their own fault. But let not 
thoſe who go into the _ merely 
becauſe they dare not be left alone at 


home, boaſt their love of nature, or 


their qualifications for ſolitude; nor pre- 
tend that they receive inſtantaneous in. 
fuſions of wiſdom from the Dryade, and 
are able, when they leave ſmoke and 
noile behind, to act or think, or rcaion 
for theinſclves. 
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Hom. 


WHO DARES THINK ONE THING, AND ANOTHER TELL, 
MY HEART DETESTS HIM AS THE GATES OF HELL. 


HE regard which they whoſe abili- 

ties are employed in the works of 
imugzination claim trom the reſt of man- 
Kind, ariſes in a great meature from 


\ 


Porr. 


their influence on futurity. a 
be conterred by princes, and wealth be» 


queathed by miſers or by robbers; 7 
the honours of a laſting name, and the 


 veneration 
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venerat ion of diſtant ages, only the ſons 
of learning have the power of beitowing. 
While therefore it continues one of the 
charaReriſticks of rational nature to de- 
cline oblivion, authors never can be 
wholly overlooked in the ſearch after 
happineſs, nor become contemptible but 
by their own fault. 

The man who conſiders himſelf as 

conſtituted the ultimate judge of diſput- 
able characters, and entruited with the 
diſtribution of the la{ terreſtrial rewards 
of merit, ought to jummon all his for- 
titude to the tupport of his integrity, 
and reſolve to diſcharge an office of fuch 
dignity with the moſt vigilant caution 
and ſcrupulous juſtice. To deliver ex- 
amples to poſterity, and to regulate the 
opinion of future times, is no ſlight or 
trivial undertaking z nor is it eaſy to 
commit more attro-ious treaſon againſt 
the great republick of humanity, than 
by faifiſying it's records, and milguiding 
F it's decrees. 
| To ſcatter praiſe or blame without re- 
gard to juſtice, is to deſtroy the diſtinc- 
tion of good and evil. Many have no 
other teſt of actions than general opi- 
nion; and all are ſo far influenced by a 
ſenſe of reputation, that they are often 
reſtrained by fear of reproach, and ex- 
cited by hope of honour, when other 
principles have loft their power; nor 
can any ſpecies of proſtitution promote 
general depravity more than that which 
deſtroys the force of praiſe, by ſewing 
that it may be acquired without deſerv- 
ng it, and which, by ſetting free the 
active and ambitious from the dread of 
iniamy, lets looſe the rapacity of pow- 
er, and weakens the only authority by 
which greatneſs is controuled. 
: Praiſe, like gold and diamonds, owes 
it's value only to it's ſcarcity. It be- 
comes cheap as it becomes vulgar, and 
will no longer raiſe expectation, or ani- 
mate enterprize. It is therefore not only 
neceflary, that wickedneſs, even when 
it is not ſafe to cenſure it, be denied ap- 
plauſe, but that goodneſs be commend- 
ed only in proportion to it's degree; and 
that the garlands, due to the great be- 
refactors of mankind, be not ſuffered 
do fade upon the brow of him who can 
q boaſt only petty ſervices and eaſy vir- 
es, f 

Had theſe maxims been univerſally 
received, how much would have been 
added to the taſk of dedication, the work 
zu which all the power of modern wit 
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has been exhauſted ? How few of theſe 
initial panegyricks had appeared, if the 
author had been obliged firſt to find a 
man of virtue, then to diſtinguiſh the 
diſtin&t ſpecies and degree of his deſert, 
and at laſt to pay him only the honours 
which he might juſtly claim. It is much 
eaſier to learn the name of the laſt man 
whom chance has exalted to wealth and 
power, to obtain by the intervention of 
lome of his domeſticks the privilege of 
addreſſing him, or in confidence of the 
general acceptance of flattery, to venture 
on an addreis without any previous ſoli- 
citation; and after having heaped upon 
him all the virtues to which philoſophy 
has aſſigned a name, inform him how 
much more might be truly ſaid, did not 
the fear of giving pain to his modeſty re- 
preſs the raptures of wonder and the zeal 
of veneration. 
Nothing has ſo much degraded litera- 
ture from it's natural rank, as the prac- 
tice of indecent and promiſcuous dedica- 
tion; for what credit can he expect who 
I himſelf the hireling of vanity, 
owever profligate, and without ſhame 
or ſcruple celebrates the worthleſs, dig- 
nifles the mean, and gives to the cor- 
rupt, licentious, and oppreſſive, the or- 
naments which ought only to add grace 
to truth, and lovelineſs to innocence ? 
Every other kind of adulteration, how- 
ever ſhametul, however miſchievous, is 
leſs deteſtable than the crime of counter- 
feiting characters, and fixing the ſtamp 
of literary ſanction upon the droſs and 
refuſe of the world. 
Yet I would not overwhelm the au- 
thors with the whole load of infamy, 
of which, part, perhaps the greater ports 
ought to fall upon their patrons. If he 
that hires a bravo, partakes the guilt of 
murder, why ſhould he who bribes a 
flatterer hope to be exempted from the 
ſhame of falſehood ? The unhappy de- 
dicator is ſeldom without ſome motives * 
which obſtrutt, though not deſtroy, the 
liberty of choice; he is oppreſſed by 
miſeries which he hopes to relieve, or 
inflamed by ambition which he expects 
to gratify. But the patron has no in- 
citements equally violent; he can re- 
ceive only a ſhort gratification, with 
which nothing but ſtupidity could diſ- 
E him to be pleaſed. The real ſatis- 
action which praiſe can afford is by re- 
peating aloud the whiſpers of conſcience, 
and by ſhewing us that we have not en- 
deavoured to deſerve well in vain. 
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Every other encomium 1s, to an intel- 


| Hgent mind, ſatire and reproach; the 


eclebration of thoſe virtues which we 
feel ourſelves to want, can only impreſs 


- a quicker ſenſe of our own defects, and 


ſhew that we have not yet ſatisfied the 
expectations of the world, by forcin 
us to obſerve how much fiction mull 
contribute to the completion of our 
character. 17 

Vet ſometimes the patron may claim 
indulgence; for it does not always hap- 
pen, that the encomiaſt has been much 
encouraged to his attempt. Many a 
hapleſs author, when his book, and per- 
haps his dedication, was ready for the 
preſs, has waited long before any one 
would pay the price of proſtitution, or 
conſent to hear the praiſes deſtined to in- 
fore his name againſt the caſualties of 


time; and many a complaint has been 


vented againſt the decline of learning, 
and negle& of genius, when either par- 
{xmonious prudence has declined ex- 
nce, or honeſt indignation rejected 
falſehood. But if at laſt, after long 
enquiry and innumerable diſappoint- 
ments, he finds a lord willing to hear 
of his own eloquence and taſte, a ſtateſ- 
man deſirous of knowing how a triend- 
ly biſtorian will repreſent his conduct, 
or a lady delighted to leave to the world 
ſome memorial of her wit and beauty, 
ſuch weakneſs cannot be cenfured as an 
inſtance ot enormous depravity. The 
wiſeſt man may by a diligent ſolicitor be 
ſurpriſed in the hour of weakneis, and 
perſuaded to ſoluce vexation, or invigo- 
rate hope, with the muſick of flattery- 
To cenſure all dedications as adula- 
tory and ſervile, would diſcover rather 
envy than juſtice. Praiic is the tribute 
of merit; and he that has inconteſtibly 
diſtinguiſhed himfelf by any publik 
performance, has a right to all the ho- 
ncurs which the publick can beſtow. To 
men thus raiſed above the reſt of the 
community, there is no need that the 
book or it's author ſhould have any par- 


ticular relation: that the patron is 


krown to deferve reſpect, is ſufficient 
to vindicate him that pays it. Jo the 
2me regard from particular perſons, 
private virtuc and lets conſpicuous ex- 
cellence may be ſometimes entitled. 
An author may with great propriety in- 
teribe his work to him by whoſe encou- 


ragemcnt it was undertaken, or by 


* 


whoſe liberality he has been enabled to 
1 it, and he may juſtly rejoice in 

is own fortitude that dares to reſcue 
merit from obſcurity. 


Acribus exemplis videor te cluderet miſce 
Ergo aliquid neſtris de moribus.—— 


Thus much I will indulge thee for thy eaſe, 
And mingle ſomething of our times to pleaſe, 
Dx vx, JUN, 


I know not whether greater relaxation 
may not be indulged, and whether hope 
as well as gratitude may not unblame- 
ably produce a dedication ; but let the 
riter who pours out his praiſes only to 
propitiate power, or attract the attention 
of greatneſs, be cautious leſt his defire 
betray him to exuberant eulogies, We 
are naturally more apt to pleate ourſelves 
with the future than the paſt; and while 
we luxuriate in expectation, may be 
eaſily perſuaded to purchaſe what we yet 
rate only by imagination, at a higher 
price than experience will warrant. 
But noprivate viewsor perſonal regard 
can diſcharge any man trom his genc- 
ral obligations to virtue and to truth. 
It may bo pen in the various combina- 
tions of life, that a good man may re- 
ceive favours from one, who, notwith- 
ſtanding his accidental heneſicence, can. 
not be juſtly propoſed to the imitation 
of others, and whom, therefore, he muſt 
find ſome other way of rewarding than 
by publick celebrations. Selt-love has 
indeed many powers of ſeducement. 
but it ſurely ought not to exalt any in. 
dividual to equality with the collective 
body of mankind, or perſuade him that 
a benefit conferred on him is equivs- 
lent to every other virtue. Yet many 
upon talſe principles of gratitude have 
ventured to extol wretches whom al 
but their dependents numbered among 
the reproaches of the ſpecies, and whom 
they would likewiſe have beheld with 
the ſame ſcorn had they not been hired 
to diſhoneſt approbation. 2 
To encourage merit with praiſe is the 
great buſineſs of literature; but praile 
mult loſe it's influence by unjult or neg- 
ligent diſtribution; and he that umpais 
it's value may be charged with milap- 
plication of the power that genius puts 
into his hands, and with ſquandering d 
guilt the recompence of virtue- 
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DUM VITANT STULTI VITIA, IN CONTRARIA CURRUNT. 


Hor. 


gua———_— 1, FOOLS ONE VICE CONDEMN, 
THEY RUN INTO THE OPPOSITE EXTREMEs 


HAT wonder is the effect of ig- 

norance, has been often oblerved. 
The awlul ſtillneſs of attention, with 
which the mind is overſpread at the 
ſirſt view of an unexpetted effect, ceaſes 
when we have leiſure to diſentangle 
complications and inveſtigate cauſes. 
Wonder is a pauſe of reaſon, a ſudden 
ceſſation of the mental progreſs, which 
laſts only while the underſtanding 1s fix- 
ed upon ſome ſingle idea, and is at an end 
when it recovers force enough to divide 
the object into it's parts, or mark the in- 
termediate gradations from the firſt 
agent to the laſt conſequence, 

[t may be remarked with equal truth, 
that ignorance is often the effect of 
wonder. It is common for thoſe who 
have never accuſtomed themſelves to the 
labour of enquiry, nor invigorated their 
confidence by conqueſts over dithculty, 
toſleep in the gloomy quielcence of aſto- 
nſhment, without any effort to animate 
enquiry or diſpel obſcurity. What they 
cannot immediately conceive, they con- 
ſiler as too high. to be reached, or too 
extenſive to be comprehended ; they 
therefore content themſelves with the 
gaze of folly, forbear to attempt what 
they have no hopes of performing, and 
reign the pleaſure of rational contem- 
plation to more pertinacious ſtudy or 
more active faculties. 

Among the productions of mechanick 
art, many are of a form ſo different from 
tuat of their firſt materials, and many 


conſiſt of parts ſo numerous and ſo nicely 
| adapted to each other, that it is not 
| Pollible to view them without amaze- 


ment. But when we enter the ſhops of 


| atificers, obſerve the various tools by 


which every operation is facilitated, and 
trace the progreſs of a manufacture 


through the different hands, that, in ſuc- 
ceſſion to each other, contribute to it's 
perfection, we ſoon diſcover that every 


ungle man has an eaſy taſk, and that 


| n extremes, however remote, of natu- 
fa rudeneſs and artificial elegance, are 


Cn EECHs 


joined by a regular concatenation of ef- 
fects, of which every one is introduced 
by that winch precedes it, and equally 
introduces that which is to follow. 

The fame is the ſtate of intellectual 
and manual performances. Long cal. 
culations or complex diagrams aftright 
the timorous and unexperienced from 
a ſecond view; but if we have {kill ſuf- 
ficient to analize them into ſimple prin- 
ciples, it will be diſcovered that our 
fear was groundleſs. Divide and con- 
quer, is a principle equally juſt in ſci- 
ence as in policy. Complication is a 
ſpecies of confederacy, which, while 
it continues united, bids defiance to the 
moſt active and vigorous intelle& ; but 
of which every member is ſeparately 
weak, and which may thats be 
quickly ſubdued if it can once be bro- 
ken. 

The chief art of learning, as Locke 
has obſerved, is to attempt but little at 
a time. The wildeſt excurſions of the 
mind are made by ſhort flights frequent- 
ly repeated; the moſt lofty fabricks of 
{cience are formed by the continued ac- 
cumulation of ſingle propoſitious. 

It often happens, whatever be the 
cauſe, that impatience of labour, or dread 
of miſcarriage, ſeizes thoſe who are moſt 
diſtinguiſhed for quickneſs of apprehen- 
hon; and that they who might with 
greateſt reaſon promiſe themſelves vic= 
tory, are leaſt willing to hazard the en- 
counter. This diſhdence, where the 
attention is not laid aſleep by lazineſs, 
or diſſipated by pleaſures, can ariſe on- 
ly from confuted and general views, 
ſuch as negligence ſnatches in haſte, or 


from the diſappointment of the firſt 


8 formed by arrogance without 
reflection. To expect that the in- 
tricacies of ſcience will be pierced by 
a careleſs glance, or the eminences of 
tame aſcended without labour, is to ex- 
pect a particular privilege, a power do- 
nied to the reſt of mankind ; but to fu 

pole that the maze is inſcrutable to dili- 


gence, 
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gence, or the heights inacceſſible to per- 
ſeverance, is to ſubmit tamely to the ty- 
ranny of 1 and enchain the mind 
in voluntary ſhackles. 

It is the proper ambition of the he- 
roes in literature to enlarge the boun- 
daries of knowledge by diſcovering and 
conquering new regions of the intel- 
lectual world. To the ſucceſs of fuch 
undertakings perhaps ſome degree of 
fortuitous 2 is neceſſary, which 
no man can promiſe or procure to him- 
felf; and therefore doubt and irreſolut ion 
may be forgiven in him that ventures 
into the unexplored aby ſſes of truth, and 
attempts to find his way through the 
Kuctuations of uncertainty, and the 
conflicts of contradiction. But when 
nothing more is required, than to pur- 
fue a path already beaten, to trample 
obſtacles which others have demoliſhed, 
why ſhould any man ſo much diſtruſt 
his own intelle& as to imagine himſelf 
unequal to the attempt ? 

It were to be wiſhed that they who 
devote their lives to ſtudy would at once 
believe nothing too great for their at- 
tainment, and conſider nothing as too 
little for their regard ; that they would 
extend their notice alike to ſcience and 
to life, and unite ſome knowledge of 
the preſent world to their acquaintance 
with paſt ages and remote events. 

Nothing has ſo much expoſed men of 
learning to contempt and ridicule, as 
their ignorance of things which are 
known to all but themſelves. "Thoſe 
who have been taught to contider the 
inftitutions of the ſchools, as giving the 
baſk perfection to human abilities, are 
furpriſed to fee men wrinkled wh Hu- 
dy, yet wanting to be inſtructeg in the 
minute circumſtances of propr* ty, or 
the neceſſary forms of daily traniaction ; 
and quickly ſhake off their rever-once 
for modes of education, which thev 
find to produce no ability above the reit 
of mankind. 

© Books,* ſays Bacon, © can never 
© teach the ule of books. The ſtudent 
mult learn by commerce with mankind 
to reduce his ſpeculations to practice, 
and accommodate his knowledge to 
the purpoſes of life. - 

It is tov common for thoſe who have 
been bred to ſcholaſtick proſeſſions, and 
red much of their time in academies 
where nothing bat learning confers ho- 
nours, to diſregard every other qualifi- 
aaden, aud to imagine that they hall 


7 


find mankind ready to pay homage te 
their knowledge, and to crowd ala 
them for inſtruction. They therefore 
ſtep out from their cells into the open 
world, with all the confidence of authe. 
rity and dignity of importance: they 
look roun about thera at once with ig. 
norance and ſcorn on a race of heings to 
whom they are equally unknown and 
equally contemptible, but whoſe man- 
ners they mult imitate, and with whole 
opinions they mult on, . if theydelice 
to paſs their time happily among them. 

To leſſen that diſdain with which 


fcholars are inclined to look on the com. | 
mon buſineſs of the world, and the un. 
willingneſs with which they condetcerd r 
to learn what is not to be found in any N 
ſyſtem of philoſophy, it may be neceſſary t 
to conſider, that though admirat ion is t. 
excited by abſtruſe retearches and re- n 
motes diſcoveries, yet pleaſure is not Y 
given, nor affe&ion conciliated, but by ti 
ſofter accompliſhments, and qualitics h 
more eaſily communicable to thoſe about 0 
us. He that can only converſe upon p. 
queſtions, about which only a ſmall part Cc 
of mankind has knowledge 1utticient to 
make them curious, muit loſe his days. ty 
in unſocial ſilence, and live in the crowd ot 
of life without a companion. He that m 
can only be uſeful on great occaiions, en 
may die without exerting his abilities, 710 
and ſtand a helpleſs ſpectator of a thou- lo! 
ſand vexations which fret away happt- ſec 
neſs, and which nothing is required to ne 
remove hut a little dexterity of conduct an 
and readineſs of expedients. lei 
No degree of knowledge attainable by Wi 
man is able to ſet him above the want of ers 
hourly aſſiſtance, or to extinguith the reg 
defire of fond endearments, and tenuer mi 
officiouſneſs; and therefore, no one mu 
ſhould think it unneceſſary to learn thol? are 
arts by which friendſhip may be gained, In 
Kindneſs is preſerved by a conſtant ke. nut 
ciprocacion of benefits or interchange 6 ane 
pleaſures; but ſuch benefits only can be. effa 
beſtowed, as others are capable to receive) opu 
and ſuch pieaſures only imparted, 2 prot 
others are qualified to enjoy. and 
By this deſcent from the pinnacles of alpe 
art no honour will be loſt ; for the cou. one 
deſcenſions of learning are always o. to u 
paid by gratitude. An elevated gent ro f: 
employed in little things, appears, to Fa 
uſe the ſimile of Longinus, like the fut ure, 
in his evening declination, he remit his the 
ſplendor, but retains his magnitude, 1 | first 
pleaſes more though he dazzles les. ment 
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y wenmom—_ CUM 1I STAT MIKI SORDIDA RURA 
fg ATQUE HUMILES HABITARE CASAS, ET FIGERE CERYOS, 
70 EY VIS. 
nd WITH ME RETIRE, AND LEAVE THE POMP OF COURTS 
"uy FOR HUMBLE COTTAGES AND RURAL SPORTS» 
ole f a 5 
_ T0 THE KAMBLER: you up into habits, when they muſt 
m. ruggle with the conſtant oppoſition of 
ich 18, ? ſettled forms and eſtabliſhed cuſtoms. 
= HO UGH the contempt with But in the country every man is a ſepa- 
. which you have treated the annual rate and independent being: ſolitude 
mt migrations of the gay and buty part of flatters regularity with hopes of feere- 
any mankind, is juſtified by daily obſerva- yz and wealth, removed from the mor 
e tion, ſince moſt of thoſe who leave the tification of compariſon, and the awe 
3 town, neither vary their entertainments equality, ſwells into contemptuous con- 
* nor enlarge their notions; yet I ſuppoſe fidence, and ſets blame and laughter at 
Ne you do not intend to repreſent the prac- defiance; the impulſes of nature act un- 
+ boy tice itſelf as ridiculous, or to declare that reſtrained, and the diſpoſition dares to 
ier he whoſe condition puts the diſtribution ſhew itſelf in it's true form, without 
* of his time into his own power may not any diſguiſe of hypocriſy, or decorations 
upon properly divide it between the town and of elegance. Every one indulges the 
{art country. : full enjoyment of his own choice, and 
at to That the country, and only the coun- talks and lives with no ather view than 
dart. try, diſplays the inexhauſtible varieties to pleaſe himſelf, without enquiring how 
ou of nature, and ſupplies the philoſophical far he deviates from the general prac- 
e that mind with matter for admiration and tice, or conſidering others as entitled to 
ons, enquiry, never was denied; but my cu- any account of his ſentiments or actions. 
lities, nolity is very little attracted by the co- If he builds or demoliſhes, opens or en- 
thou- lour of a flower, the anatomy of an in- cloſes, deluges or drains, it is not his 
happt- ſe, or the ſtructure of a neſt; I am ge- care what may be the opinion of thoſe 
WE nerally employed upon human manners, who are ſkilled in perſpective or archi- 
deft and therefore fill up the months of rural tecture, it is ſufficient that he has no 
leiſure with — * on thoſe who live landlord to controul him, and that none 
wle by within the circle of my notice. If writ- has any right to examine in what pro- 
vunt of ers would more frequently viſit thoſe je&s the lord of the manor ſpends his 
in the + regions of negligence and liberty, they own money on his own grounds. 
tender might diverſify their repreſentations, and For this reaſon it is not very common, 
10 Ol multiply their images, for in the country to want ſubjects for rural converſation. 
in thoſe weoriginal characters chiefly to be head, Almoſt every man is daily doing ſome- 
-ained, In cities, and yet more in courts, the mi- thing which produces merriment, won- 
ant le. nute diſcriminations which diſtinguiſh der, or reſentment, among his neigh- 
ange o ane from another are for the moſt part bours. This utter exemption from re- 
y can be. effaced, the peculiarities of temper and ftraint leaves every anomalous quality to 
receives opinion are gradually worn away by operate in it's full extent, and ſuffers 
63. 0 promiſcuous converſe, as angular bodies the natural character to diffuſe itſelf to 
and uneven ſurfaces loſe their points and every part of life. The pride which, 
nacles of alperities by frequent attrition againſt under the check of public obſervation, 
the con- one another, and approach by degrees would have been only vented among 
ays o. to uniform rotundity. The prevalence ſervants and domeſticks, becomes in a 
ed genius of faſhion, the influence of example, the country baronet the torment of a pro- 
cars, to deſire of applauſe, and the dread of cen- vine, and inſtead of terminating in the 
e the ful ſure, obſtruf the natural tendencies of deſtruction of China-ware and glaſſes, 
emits his the mind, and check the fancy in it's ruins tenants, diſpoſſeſſes cottagers, and 
tude, efforts to break forth into experi- haraſſes villages with actions of treſpaſs 
leſs ments of caprice. SAD ang bills of indictmeut. 
Xxvllb Few inclinations are ſo ſtrong as to 


It frequently . 277 that even withe 
1 out 


314 


out violent paſſions, or enormous cor- 
ruption, the freedom and laxity of a 
rr tick life preduces remarkable, parti- 
cularities of conduct or manner. In the 
province where I now reſide, we have 
one lady eminent for wearing a gown 
always of the ſame cut and colour; ano- 
ther for ſhaking hands with thoſe that 
viſit her; and a third for unſhaken reſo- 
lution never to let tea or coffee enter her 
houſe. 

But of all the female characters which 
this place affords, I have found none fo 
worthy of attention as that of Mrs. Buſy, 
2 widow, who loſt her huſband in her 
thirtieth year, and has ſince paſſed her 
time in the manor-houſe, in the govern- 
ment of her children, and the manage- 
ment of the eſtate. 

Mrs. Buſy was married at eighteen, 
from a boarding-ſchool, where ſhe had 

fed her time like other young ladies 
in needle-work, with a tew intervals of 
dancing and reading. When ſhe became 
a bride, ſhe ſpent one winter with her 
huſband in town, where having no idea 
of any converſation beyond the formali- 
ties of a viſit, ſhe found nothing to en- 
gage her paſſions; and when ſhe had 
been one night at court, and two at an 
opera, and ſeen the Monument, the 
Tombs, and the Tower, ſhe concluded 
that London had nothing more to ſhew, 
and wondered that when women had 
once ſeen the world they could not be 
content to ſtay.at home. She therefore 
went willingly to the ancient ſeat, and 
for ſome years ſtudied houſewifery under 
Mr. Buſy's mother, with fo much aſſi- 
duity, that the old lady, when ſhe died, 
bequeathed her a caudle-cup, a foup- 
diſh, two beakers, and a cheſt of table. 
linen ſpun by herſelf. 

Mr. Buſy finding the economical qua- 
lities of his lady, reſigned his affairs 
wholly into her hands, and devoted his 
life to his pointers and his hounds. - He 
never viſited his eſtates, but to deſtroy 
the partridges or foxes z and often com- 
mitted ſuch devaftations in the rage of 
pleaſure, that ſome of his tenants refuſ- 
ed to hold their lands at the uſual rent. 
Their landlady perſuaded them to be ſa- 
tisfied, and entreated her huſband to diſ- 
miſs his ogs, with many exact calcu- 
lations of the ale drank by his compa- 
140ns, and corn conſumed by the horſes, 
and, remonſtrances againſt the infolence 
of the huntſman, and the frauds of the 

oom. The huntſman was too necel- 
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fary to his happineſs to be diſcarded ; 
and he had ftill continued to ravage his 
own eſtate, had he not caught a cold and 
a fever by ſhooting mallards in the fens, 
His fever was followed by a conſump. 
tion, which in a few months brought 
him to the grave. 

Mrs. Buſy was too much an econo- 
miſt to feel either joy or ſorrow at his 
death. She received the compliments 
and conſolations of her neighbours in a 
dark room, out of which ſhe ſtole pri- 
vately every night and morning to ſee 
the cows milked ; and after a few days 
declared that ſhe thought awidow might 
employ herſelf better than in nurling 
grief ; and that, for her part, ſhe was re. 
ſolved that the fortunes of ler children 
ſhould not be impaired by her neglect. 

She therefore immediately applicd her- 
ſelf to the reformation of abuſes. She 
gave away the dogs, diſcharged the ſer. 
vants of the kennel and (table, and ſent 


the horſes to the next fair, but rated at 


ſo high a price that they returned un- 
fold. She was reſolved to have nothing 
idle about her, and ordered them to be 
employed in common drudgery. They 
loſt their ſleekneſs and grace, and were 
ſoon purchaſed at half the value. 

She ſoon diſencumbered herſelf from 
her weeds, and put on a riding- hood, a 
coarſe apron, and ſhort petticoats, and 
has turned a large manor into a farm, 
of which ſhe takes the management 
wholly upon herſelf. She riſes before 
the ſun to order the horſes to their geers, 
and ſees them well rubbed down at their 
return rom work; ſhe attends the dairy 
morning and evening, and watches when 
a calf falls, that it may be carefully 
nuried ; ſhe walks out among the ſheep 
at noon, counts the lambs, and obſerves 
the fences, and, where ſhe finds a gap, 
ſtops it with a buſh till it can be better 
mended, In harveſt ſhe rides afield in 
the waggon, and is very liberal of her 
ale from a wooden bottle. At her lei- 
ſure hours the looks gooſe eggs, airs the 
wool-room, and turns the cheeſe. 

When reſpec or curioſity brings viſit- 
ants to her h 
with prognoſticks of a ſcarcity of wheat, 
or a rot among the ſheep, and always 
thinks herſelf privileged to diſmiſs them, 
when ſhe is to ſee the hogs fed, or ts 
count her poultry on the rooſt. 

The only things neglected about her 
are her children, whom, ſhe has taught 
nothing but the loweſt houſchold _ 
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In my laſt viſit I met Miſs Buſy carry- 
ing grains to a ſick cow, and was enter- 
tained with the accompliſhments of her 
eldeſt ſon, a youth of ſuch early maturi- 
ty, that though he is only fixteen, the 
can truſt him to ſell corn in the ma rket. 
Her younger daughter, who is eminent 
for her beauty, though ſomewhat tan- 
ned in making hay, was buly in pour- 
ring out aleto the ploughmen, that every 
ene might have an equal ſhare, 
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I could not but look with pity on this 
young family, doomed by the abſurd 
prudence of their mother to ignorance 
and meanneſs; but when I recommend- 
ed a more elegant education, was an- 
{wered, that ſhe never ſaw bookiſh or 
finical people, grow rich, and that ſhe 
was good for nothing herſelf till ſhe had 
forgotten the nicety of the boarding- 


ſchool. I am, yours, &c. 


BucoLus, 


Ny CXXXIX. TUESDAY, JULY 16, 175t. 


— 51 r QUOD VIS SIMPLEX DUNTAXAT ET UNUMs 


LET EV'RY PIECE BE SIMPLE AND BE ONE.» 


T Tis required by AriftotJe to the per - 
Len of tragedy, and is equally 
neceſſary to every other {pecies of regu- 
lar compoſition, that it ſhould have a 
beginning, a middle, and an end. The 
beginning, ſays he,* is that which 
has nothing neceſlarily previous, but 
© to which that which follows is natu- 
© rally conſequent; the end, on the con- 
© tray, is that which by neceſſity, or at 
© leaſt according to the common courie 
© of things, ſucceeds ſomething elite, but 
© which implies nothing conſequent to 
© itſelf; the middle is connected on one 
* fide to ſomething that naturally goes 
© before, and on the other to tomething 
that naturally follows it.” 

Such 1s the rule laid down by this 

eat critick for the diſpoſition of the 
different parts of a well conſtituted fa- 
ble. It muſt begin, where it may be 
made intelligible without introductionz 
and end, where the mind is left in re- 
pole, without expectation of any farther 
event. The intermediate paſſages muſt 
join the laſt effect to the firit cauſe, by a 
regular and unbroken concatenation 
nothing muſt be therefore inſerted which” 


Ges not apparently ariſe from tome- ? 


ting foregoing, and properly make 
way for ſomething that ſucceeds it. 

This precept is to be underſtood in 
it's rigour only with reſpe& to great and 
fllential events, and cannot be extended 
in the fame force to minuter circum- 
ſtances and arbitrary decorations, which 
jet are more happy as they contribute 
more to the main deſign; for it is al- 
ways a proof of extenſive thought and 
«curate circumſpection, to promote va- 


Hom. 


rious purpoſes by the ſame act; and the 


idea of an ornament admits uſe, though 


it ſeems to exclude neceſſity. 


Whoever purpoles, as it is expreſſed 
by Milton—* to build the lofty rhime,” 
muſt acquaint himſelf with this law of 
poetical architecture, and take care that 
his edifice be ſolid as well as beautiful; 
that nothing ſtand ſingle or independent, 
{o as that it may be taken away without 
inſuring the reſt; but that from the 
toundation to the pinnacles one part reſt 


firm upon another. 


his regular and conſequential diftri- 
bution is among common authors fre- 
quently neglected; but the failures of 
thole whole example can have no influ-. 
ence, may be ſafely overlooked, nor is it 
of much ule to recall obſcure and unre-- 
garded names to memory for the take of 
tporting with their infamy. But if there 
is any writer whole genius can embel- 
liſh impropriety, and whoſe authority 
can make error venerable, his works are 
the proper objects of critical inquiſition. 
To expunge faults where there are no 
excelleacies, is a taſk equally ulſcleſs 
with that of the chemiſt, who employs 
the arts of ſeparation and refinement 
upon ore in which no precious metal is 
contained to reward his operations. 
The tragedy of Samſon Agoniſtes 
has been cclebrated as the ſecond work 
of the great author of Paradiſe Loft, 
and oppoſed with all the confidence of 
triumph to the dramatick performances 
of other nations. It contains indeed juſt 
ſentiments, maxims of wiidom, and 
oracles of piety, as many paſſages 
written with the ancient ſpirit of choral 
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poetry, in which there is a juſt and pleaſ- 
ing mixture of Seneca's moral decla- 
mation, with the wild enthuſiaſm of the 


Greek writers. It is therefore wor- 
thy of examination, whether a per- 
formance thus illuminated with genius, 
and enriched with learning, is compoſed 
according to the indiſpenſible laws of 
Ariſtotelian criticiſm: and, omitting at 

eſent all other conſiderations, whether 
at exhibits a beginning, a middle, and 
an end. 

The beginning is undoubtedly beau- 
tiful and proper, opening with a grace- 
ful # nou tia and proceding natura]- 


ly to a mournful 1ecital of facts neceſ- 
fary to be known. 


Samſon. A little onward lend thy guiding 
hand 
To theſe dark ſteps, a little farther on; 
For yonder bank hath choice of ſun and ſhade; 
"There I am wont to fit when any chance 
Relieves me from my taſk of ſervile toi!, 
Daily in the common priſon elſe enjoin*d me. 
—» O wherefore was my birth from Hcav'n 
foretold 
Twice by an angel? — 
we Why was my breeding order'd and pre- 
ſcrib'd, 
As of a perſon ſeparate to God, 
Deſign'd for great exploits; if I muſt die 
Betray d, captiv'd, and both my eyes put out? 
— Whom have I to complain of but myſelf? 
Who this high gift of ſtrengch, committed 
to me, 
In what part lodg'd, how eaſily bereft me, 
Under the ſeat of filence could not keep, 
But weakly to a woman muſt reveal it. 


His ſoliloquy is interrupted by a chorus 
or company of men of his own tribe, 
who condole his miſerics, extenuate his 
fault, and conclude. with a ſolemn vin- 
dication of Divine Juſtice. So that at 
the concluſion of the firſt act there is no 
defign laid, no diſcovery made, nor any 
diſpoſition formed towards the ſubſe- 
quent event. 

In the ſecond act, Manoah, the fa- 
ther of Samſon, comes to ſcek his ſon, 
and being ſhewn him by the chorus, 
breaks out into lamentations of his mi- 
ſery, and compariſons of his preſent 
with his former ſtate, repreſenting to 
him the ignominy which his religion ſuf- 
fers, by the feſtival this day celebrated 
in honour of Dagon, to whom the ido- 
laters aſcribed his oyerthrow. 


won] hoy bear ſt 
Eneugh, and more, the burden of that fault; 
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Bitterly haſt thou paid and ſtill art paying 
That rigid ſcore. A worſe thing yet remai 
This day the Philiſtines a pop'lar feaſt 
Here celebrate in Gaza; and proclaim 
Great pomp and ſacrifice, and praiſes loud 
To Dagon, as their god, who hath deliver'd 
Thee, Samſon, bound and blind into their 
hands, 
Them _ thine, whoſlew'ſt them many a 
An. 


Samſon, touched with this reproach, 
makes a reply equally penitential and 
pious, which his father conſiders as the 
effuſion of prophetick confidence, 


Samſon. — — od, be ſure, 
Will not connive or linger thus provok'd, 
But will ariſe and his great name aſſert: 
Dagon muſt ſtoop, and ſhall ere long receive 
Such a diſcomfit, as ſhall quite deſpoil him 
Of all theſe boaſted trophics won on me. 

Mancab. With cauſe this hope relieves 

thee, and theſe words 
I as a prophecy receive; for God, 
Nothing more certain, will not long defer 
To vindicate the glory of his name, 


This part of the dialogue, as it 
might tend to animate or exalperate 
Samſon, cannot, I think, be cenſured 
as wholly ſuperfluous; but the ſuc- 
ceeding diſpute, in which Samſon con» 
tends to die, and which his father breaks 
off, that he may go to ſolicit his releaſe, 
is only valuable for it's own beauties, 
and no tendency to introduce any thing 
that follows it. | 

The next event of the drama is the 
arrival of Dalilahz with all her graccs, 
artifices, and allurements. This pro- 
duces a dialogue, in a very high degree 
elegant and inſtructive, from which ſhe 
retires, after ſhe has exhauſted her per- 
ſuaſions, and is no more ſeen nor heard 
of; nor has her viſit any effect but that 
of raiſing the character of Samſon. 

In the fourth a& enters Harapha, the 


giant of Gath, whoſe name had never 


been mentioned before, and who has 
now no other motive of coming than to 
ſee the man whoſe ſtrength and actions 
are ſo loudly celebrated. 


Haraph. — Much I have heard 


Of thy prodigious might, and feats perform d 


Incredible to me; in this diſpleas'd, 

That I was never preſent in the place 

Of thoſe encounters, where we might have 
tried 

Each other's force in camp or liſted fields: 

And now am come to fee of whom ſuch - 
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Flath walle'd about, and each limb to ſurvey, 
If thy appearance anſwer loud report. 


Samſon challenges himto the combat; 
and, after an interchange of reproach- 
es, elevated by repeated fiance on one 
Gde, and imbittered by contemptuous 
inſults on the other, Harapha retires; 
we then hear it determined, by Samſon 
and the chorus, that no conſequence 
good or bad will proceed from their in- 
terviews 


Chorus, He will directly to the lords, I fear, 
And with malicious counſel ſtir them up 
Some way or other farther to afflict thee, 

Samſ. He muſt alledge ſome cauſe, and 

offer'd fight 
Will not dare mention, left a queſtion riſe, 
Whether he durſt accept the offer or not; 
And that he durſt not, plain enough appear'd. 


At laſt, in the fifth act, «pry a 
meſſenger from the lords aſſembled at 
the feſtival of Dagon, with a ſummons 
| by which Samſon is required to come 
aud entertain them with ſome proof of 
his ſtrength, Samſon, after a ſhort ex- 
poſtulation, diſmiſſes him with a firm 
and reſolute refuſal; but during the ab- 
ſence of the meſſenger, having a while 
| defended the propriety of his conduct, 
be at laſt declares himſelf moved by a 
ſeeret impulſe to comply, and utters ſome 
dark preſages of a great event to be 
brought to paſs by his agency, under 
the direction of Providence. 


| Samſ. Be of good courage; I begin to feel 
| Some roufing motions in me, which diſpoſe 
Jo ſomething extraordinary my thoughts, 
Iich the meſſenger will go along, 

E Nothing to do, beſure, that may diſkoncur 


UT NON HCC FATEATU8&®s 


TT is common,” ſays Bacon, to 
: * defire the end without enduring 
the means,” Every member of ſocie- 
ty feels and acknowledges the neceſſity 
et detecting crimes, yet icarce any de- 
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Our law, or ſtain my vow of Nazarite. 
If there be ought of preſage in the mind, 
This day will be remarkable in my life 
By ſome great act, or of my days the laſt, 


While Samſon is conducted off by 
the meſſenger, his father returns with 
hopes of ſucceis in his ſolicitation, up- 
on which he confers with the chorus till 
their dialogue is interrupted, firſt by a 
ſhout of triumph, and- afterwards by 
ſcreams of horror and agony. As th 
ſtand deliberating where they ſhall be 
ſecure, a man who had been preſent at 
the ſhew enters, and relates how Samſon 
having prevailed on his guide to ſuffer 
him te lean againſt the main pillars 
of the theatrical edifice, tore down the 
roof upon the ſpectators and himſelf. 


Thoſe two maſly pillars, 

With horrible confuſion, to and fro, 

He tugg'd, he ſhook, till down they came, 
and drew 

The whole roof after them, with burſt of 
thunder, 

Upon the heads of all who ſat beneath 

Samſon with theſe immixt, inevitably 

Pull'd down the ſame deſtruction on himſelf. 


This is undoubtedly a juſt and regular 
cataſtrophe, and the poem, therefore, 
has a beginning and an end which Ari- 
ſtotle himſelf could not have diſapproy- 
ed; but it muſt be allowed to want a 
middle, ſince nothing paſſes between 
the firſt act and the laſt, that either haſ- 
tens or delays the death of Samſon. 
The whole drama, if it's ſuperfluities 
were cut off, would ſcarcely fill a ſingle 
act; yet this is the tragedy which 1g- 
norance has admired, and bigotry ap- 


plauded. 
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WHAT DOATING BIGOT, TO HIS FAULTS $0 BLIND, . 
AS NOT TO GRANT MZ THISz CAN MILTON FIND? 


gree of virtue or reputation. is able to ſe- 
cure an informer from publick ha- 
tred. The learned world has always 
admitted the uſefulneſs of critical diſ- 
quiſitions, yet he that attempts to ſhew, 

however 
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kowever modeſtly, the failures of a ce- 
lebrated writer, ſhall ſurely irritate his 
admirers, and incur the imputation of 
_ envy, captiouſneſs, and malignity. 

With this danger full in my yiew, I 
ſhall proceed to examine the ſentiments 
of Milton's tragedy, which, though 
much leſs liable to cenſure than the dif- 
poſition of his ms are, like thoſe of 
other writers, ſometimes expoſed to juſt 
exception for want of care, or want of 
diſcernment. 

Sentiments are proper and improper as 
they conſiſt more or leſs with the cha- 
raſter and circumſtances of the perſon 
to whom they are attributed, with the 
rules of the compoſition in which they 
are found, or with the ſettled and un- 
altcrable nature of things. 

It is common among the tragick po- 
ets to introduce their perſons alluding to 
events or opinions, on which they could 
not poſſibly have any knowledge. The 
barbarians of remote or newly-diſcoyered 
regions often diſplay their {kill in Eu- 
ropean learning. The god of love is 
mentioned in Tamerlane with all the 
familiarity of a Roman epigrammatiſt; 
and a late writer has put Harvey's doc- 
trine of the circulation of the blood in- 
to the mouth of a Turkiſh ſtateſman, 
who lived near two centuries before it 
was known even to philoſophers or ana- 
tomiſts. 
Milton's learning, which acquainted 

him with the manners of the ancient 
eaſtern nations, and his invention, xhich 
required no aſſiſtance from the common 
cant of poetry, have preſerved him from 
frequent outrages of local or chrono- 
logical propriety. Yet he has mention- 
ed Caalybean Steel, of which it is not 
very likely that his chorus ſhould have 
heard, and has made Alp the general 
name of a mountain, in a region where 


the Alps could ſcarcely be known. 


No medicinal liquor can aſſwage, 
Nor breath of cooling air from ſnowy Alp. 


He has taught Samſon the tales of Circe, 
and the Syrens, at which he apparently 
hints in his colloquy with Dalilah. 


I know thy trains, 
Tho? dearly to my coſt, thy gins and toils; 
Thy fair enchanted cup, and warbling charms, 
No more on me have pow'r, 


But the groſſeſt error of this kind is 
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. of a ſyllable, Of this kind is the fol- 


the ſolemn introduction of the Phenix 
in the laſt ſcene, which is faulty, not 
only as it is incongruous to the perlo. 
nage to whom it is aſcribed, but as it is 
ſo evidently contrary to reaſon and na. 
ture, that it ought never to be mention. 
ed but as a fable in a ſcrious poem, 
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Virtue giv*n for loſt, 
Depreſt, and overthrown, as ſeem'd, 
Like that ſelf-begotten bird 
In the Arabian woods emboſt 
That no ſecond knows, nor third, 
And lay ere while a holocauſt; 
From out our aſhy womb now teem'd 
Revives, reflouriſhes, then vigorous moſt 
When moſt unactive deem'd; 


And tho' her body die, her fame ſurvives, : 
A ſecular bird ages of lives, 

Another ſpecies of impropriety, is ny 
the unſuitableneſs of thoughts to the ge- W 
neral character of the poem. The F. 
riouſneſs and ſolemnity of tragedy ne. 12 
ceſſarily rejects all pointed or epigram- . 
matical expreſſions, all remote conceits 
and oppoſition of ideas. Samſon's com- = 
plaint is therefore too elaborate to be | ce 
natural, s 5 

cie 

As in the land of darkneſs, yet in light, : you 
To live a life half dead, a living death, er 
And bury'd; but O yet more miſerable! } by 
Myſelf my ſepulchre, a moving grave! fe 
Bury'd, yet not exempt, L ſift 
By privilege of death and burial, Th 
From worſt of other evils, pains and wrongs. | aſh 
ES Hou 

All alluſions to low and trivial cb. We 
jects, with which contempt is uſu-!ly Þ My. 
aſſociated, are doubtleſs unſuitable to a 8 Clo; 
ſpecies of compoſition which ought to E Fool, 
be always awtul, though not always Jo a 
magnificent. The remark therefore f 
the chorus on good and bad news, ſeem: And 
to want elevation. fame 

ISP Ts He's; 

NManoaßh. A little ftay will bring ſome re- Th 

tice hither 1 

Chor, Of good or bad ſo great, of bad the 
ſooner; Th 
For evil news rides peſt, while good news. much 
| in the 


But, of all meanneſs, that has leaſt to 
plead which is produced by mere verbal 
conceits, which depending only upen 
ſounds, loſe their exiſtence by the change 


lowing diatogue, | 


»! * 
Lis 


Cher, But had we beſt retire? I ſee a ſterm. 
Samſ. Fair days have oft contracted wind 
and rains 
Cher. But this another Kind of tempeſt 
brings. PA 
Samſ. Be leſs abſtruſe, my riddling days 
are paſt, ; 
Chor, Look now for no inchanting voice, 
nor fear 
The bait of honied words; a rougher tongue 
Praws hitherward, I know him by his ſtride, 
The giant Harapha \ 


And yet more deſpicable are the lines 
in which Manoah's paternal Kindneſs 
is commended by the chorus. 


Fathers are wont to lay up for their ſons, 
Thou for thy ſon art bent to lay out all, 


| S$amſon's complaint of the inconve- 
E niencies of impriſonment is not wholly 
| without verbal quaintneſs. 


Ia priſoner chain'd, ſcarce freely draw 
| The air, impriſon'd alſo, cloſe and damp. 


From the ſentiments we may properly 
| deſcend to the confideration of the lan- 
| guage, which, in imitation of the an- 
E cients, is through the whole dialogue 
E remarkably ſimple and unadorned, ſel- 
dom heightened by epithets, or varied 
by figures; yet ſometimes metaphors 
find admiſſion, even where their con- 
ſitency is not accurately preſerved, 
Thus Samſon confounds loquacity with 
rrong:. a ſhipwreck. | 

How could I once look up, or heave the head, 
Who, like a fooliſh pi/:r, have fbipworeck'd 
8 My veſel truſted to me from above, 

E Cloiouſly rigg'd; and for a word, a tear, 
Fool, have divulg'd the ſecret gift of God 
Io a deceitful woman 


al ob- 
uſually 
ble to 2 
igbt to 
always 
fore of . , 5 
„ ſeems And the chorus talks of adding fuel to 
flame in a report. 
4 

He's gone, and who knows how he may report 
ſome po- Tay wards, by adding fuel to the flame? 
” bad the | 
The verſification is in the dialogue 
much more ſmooth and harmonious than 
Im the parts allotted to the chorus, 
Which are often ſo harſh and diſſonant, 
28 ſearce to preſerve, whether the lines 
end with or without rhymes, any ap- 
fearance of metrical regularity. 


es lait. 


$ leaſt to 
re verba 
ly upon 
echange 
che fol- 
or do my eyes miſrepreſent? Can this be he, 
hat keroick, that renown'd, * 


% 
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Irreſiſtible Sam ſon; whom unarm'd 


No ſtrength of man, or fierceſt wild beaſt, 
could withſtand; 


Who tore the lion, as the lion tears the kid? 


Since I have thus pointed out the 
faults of Milton, cruical integrity re- 
quires that I ſhould endeavour to dil. 
play his excellencies, thowglt they will 
not eaſily be diſcovered in ſhort quo- 
tations, becauſe they conſiſt in the juſt- 
neſs of diſfuſe reaſonings, or in the 
contexture and method of continued dia- 
logues; this play having none of theſe 
deſcriptions, ſimilies, or ſplendid ſen- 
tences, with which other tragedies are 
ſo laviſhly adorned. 

Yet ſome paſſages may be ſelected 
which ſeem to deſerve particular notice, 
either as containing ſentiments of paſ- 
ſion, repreſentations of life, precepts 
of conduct, or ſallies of imagination. 
It is not eaſy to give a ſtronger repreſen. 
tation of the wearineſs of deſpondency, 


than in the words of Samſon to his 
father. 


I feel my genial ſpirits droop, 

My hopes all flat; nature within me ſeeras 
In all her functions weary of herſelf; 

My race of glory run, and race of ſhame ; 
And J ſhall ſhortly be with them that reſt, 


The reply of Samſon to the flattering 
Dalilah affords a juſt and ftriking de- 
ſcription of the ſtratagems and allure- 
ments of feminine hypocriſy. 


Theſe are thy wonted arts, 

And arts of ev'ry woman falſe like thee, 

To break all faith, all vows, deceive, betray, 

Then as repentant to ſubmit, beſeech, 

And reconcilement move with feign'd re- 
morſe, 

Confeſs and promiſe wonders in her change; 

Not truly penitent, but chief to try 

Her hulband, how far urg'd his patience beats, 

His virtue or weakneſs which way to aſſail: 

Then with more cautious and inſtructed {kill 

Again tranſgreſles, and again ſubmits. 


When Samſon has refuſed to make 
himlelfa ſpectacle at the feaſt of Dagon, 
he firſt juſtifies his behaviour to the cho- 
rus, who charge him with having ſerv- 
ved the Philiſtines, by a very juſt diſtinc- 
tion; and then deſtroys the common ex- 
cuſe of cowardice and ſervility, which 
always con found temptation with com- 
pulſion. 

Cbæx. 
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Chor. Vet with thy ſtrength thou ſerv'ft 
the Philiſtines. 


Samſ. Not in their idol worſhip, but by la- 
bour 


Honeſt and lawful to deſerve my food 


Of thoſe who have me in their civil power. 
Chor, Where the heart joins not, outward 
acts deſilꝭ not. 
Samſ. Where outward force conſtrains, the 
ſentence holds, 


. But who conftrains me to the temple of Da- 


gong 
Not dragging? The Philiſtine lords come 
mand. 
Commands are no conſtraints. If 1obey them, 
Ido it freely, vent'ring to diſpleaſe 
God for the fear of man, and man prefer, 
Set God behind. 


The complaint of blindneſs which 
Samſon pours out at the beginning of 
the tragedy is 2 addreſſed to the 
paſſions and the fancy. The enume- 
ration of his miſeries is ſucceeded by a 
very pleaſmg train of 3 images, 
and concluded by ſuch expoſtulations 
and wiſhes, as reaſon too often ſubmits 
to learn from deſpair, 
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HILARISQUPE, TAMEN CUM PONDERE, VIRTUS. 


GREATNESS WITH FASE, AND GAY SEVERITY» 


TO THE RAMBLER. 
SIR; 

OLITICIANS have long ob- 
ſerved, that the greateſt events may be 
often traced back to ſlender cauſes. Pet- 
ty competition or caſual friendſhip, the 
prudence of a ſlave, or the garrulity of a 
woman, have hindered or promoted the 
moſt important ſchemes, and haſtened 

or retarded the revolutions of empire. 
Whoever ſhall review his life will ge- 
nerally find, that the whole tenor of his 
conduct has been determined by ſome 
accident of no apparent moment, or by 
a combination of inconſiderable cir- 
cumſtances, acting when his imagination 
was"unoccupied, and his judgment un- 
ſettled; and that his principles and ac- 
tions have taken their colour from ſome 
ſecret infuſion, mingled without deſign 
in the current of his ideas. The de- 
fires that predominate in our hearts, 
are inſtilled by imperceptible commu- 
nications at the time when we lock upon 
the various ſcenes of the world, and the 


THE RAMBLE AN. 


O firſt created beam, and thou great Word 
Let there be light, and light was over all; 
Why am I thus bereav'd thy prime decree? 
The fun to me is dark, | 
And filent as the moon 

When ſhe deſerts the night, 

Hid in her vacant interlunzr cave. 

Since light fo neceſſary is to life, 

And almoſt life itſelf! if it be true, 

'That light is in the ſoul, 

She all in ev'ry part; why was the ſight 
To ſuch a tender ball as th* eye conſin'g, 
So obvious and fo eaſy to be quench'd, 
And not, as feeling, thro? all parts diffus'a, 
That ſhe may look at will thro? ev'ry pore, 


Such are the faults and ſuch the heau. 
ties of Samſon Agoniſtes, which I have 
ſhewn with no other purpoſe than to 


promote the knowledge of true criticiſm, | 
The : everlaſting verdure of Milton's t 
laurels has nothing to fear from the V 
blaſts of malignity; nor can my attempt i 
produce any other effect. than to ſtreng [ 
then their ſhoots by lopping their luxu- li 
riance. d 
e. 

ar 

he 

te 

m 

fa] 

ha 
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different employments of men, with mi 
the neutrality of inexperience ; and we | rec 
come forth from the nurſery or the me 
ichool, invariably deſtined to the pur- EF his 
ſuit of great acquiſitions, or petty ac- to 
compliſhments. | Ow! 
Such was the impulſe by which TI have , 
been kept in motion from my earlieſt lo 
years. I was born to an inheritance my 
which gave my childhood a claim to | fron 
diſtinction and careſſes, and was ac- arri 
cuſtomed to hear applauſes, before they ſoon 
had much influence on my thoughts. per 
The firſt praiſe of which I remember was 
myſelf ſenſible, was that of good u- the! 
mour, which, whether I deſerved it 0r of a 
not when it was beſtowed, I have ſince ſoon 
made it my whole buſineſs to propagate Ide 
and maintain. : of pl 
When I was ſent to ſchool, the gat A 
ety of my look, arid the livelineſs of my of la 
loquacity, ſoon gained me admiſſion to the 3 
hearts not yet fortified againſt affectict comp 


by artifice or intereſt, I was entruſt 


with every ſtratagem, and aſſociated i 
er 


with 
1d we 
or the 
e pur. 
ty ace 


T have 
earlieſt 
ritance 
aim to 
vas àc- 
re they 
oughts- 
nember 
z0d hu- 
ed it or 
ve ſince 


opagale 


he gu- 
s of my 
iſſion to 
affection 


ntruſt 


ciated in 
ever] 


I company gave alacrit 

u Hack, and oladneſs to a holiday. 
I was indeed ſo much employed in ad- 
juſting or ere ſchemes of diver- 
fion, that I had no leiſure for my taſks, 
but was furniſhed with exerciſes, and in- 
ſtructed in my leſſons, by ſome kind 

tron of the higher claſſes. My ma- 
fter, not ſuſpecting my deficiency, or 
unwilling to detect what his kindneſs 
would not puniſh, nor his impartiality 
excuſe, allowed me to eſcape with a 
ſlight examination, laughed at the pert- 
nels of my ignorance, and the ſpright- 
lineſs of my abſurdities, and could not 
forbear to ſhew that he regarded me with 
ſach tenderneſs, as genius and learning 
can ſeldom excite. 

From ſchool I was diſmiſſed to the 
univerſity, where I ſoon drew upon me 
the notice of the younger ſtudents, and 
was the conſtant partner of their morn- 
ing walks, and 1 compotations. 
[ was not indeed much celebrated for 
literature, but was looked on with in- 
dulgence as a man of parts, who want- 
el nothing but the dulneſs of a ſcholar, 
and might become eminent whenever 
he ſhould condeſcend to labour and at- 
tention, My tutor a while reproached 
me with negligence; and repreſſed my 
fallies with ſupercilious gravity ; yet 
having natural good-humour lurking in 
his heart, he could not long hold out 
againſt the power of hilarity, but af- 
ter a few months began to relax the 
muſcles of diſciplinarian moroſeneſs, 
received me with ſmiles after an elope- 
ment, and, that he might' not betray 
his truſt to his fondneſs, was cantent 
to ſpare my diligence by increaſing his 
own 


Thus I continued to diſſipate the 
gloom of collegiate auſterity, to waſte 
my own life in idleneſs, and lure others 


| from their ſtudies, till che happy hour 


arrived, when I was ſent to London. I 
ſoon diſcovered the town to be the pro- 
per element of youth and gaiety, and 
was quickly diſtinguiſhed as a wit by 
the ladies, a ſpecies ot beings only heard 
of at the univerſity, whom I had no 
ſooner the happineſs of approaching than 
I devoted all my faculties to the ambition 
of pleaſing them. | 

A wit, Mr. Rambler, in the diale&t 
of ladies, is not always a man who, by 

e action of a vigorous, fancy upon 
comprehenſive knowledge, brings diſ- 
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tant ideas unexpedtedly together, who 


by ſome peculiar acuteneſs diſcovers re- 
ſemblance in objects diſſimilar to com- 
mon eyes, or by mixing heterogeneous 
notions, dazzles the attention with ſud- 
den ſeintillations of conceit. A lady's 
wit is a man who can miake ladies laugh, 
to which, however eaſy it may ſeem, 
many gifts of nature, and attainmefits 
of art, muſt commonly occur. He 
that hopes to be conceived as a wit in 
female aſſemblies, ſhould have a form 
neither ſo amiable as to ſtrike with ad- 
miration, nor ſo coarfe as to raiſe diſguſt, 
with an underſtanding too feeble to be 


dreaded, and too forcible to be deſpiſed. . 


The other parts of the character are 
more ſubject to variation; it was for- 
merly eſſential to a wit, that half his back 
ſhould be covered with a ſnowy fleece, 
and at a time yet more remote no man 
was a wit without his boots. In the 
days of the Spectator a ſnuff- box ſeems 
to have been indiſpenſible; but in my 
time an embroidered coat was ſufficient, 
without any preciſe regulation of the 
reſt of his dreſs. 

But wigs and boots and ſnuff-boxes 
are vain without a perpetual reſolution. 
to be merry; and who can always find 
ſupplies of mirth ! Juvenal, indeed, in 
his compariſon of the two oppoſite phi- 
loſophers, wonders only whence an un- 
exhauſted fountain of tears could be diſ- 
charged: but had Juvenal, with all his 
ſpirit, undertaken” my province, he 
would have found conſtant gaiety equal - 
ly difficult to be ſupported. Conſider, 
Mr. Rambler, and compaſſionate the 
condition of a man, who has taught every 


company to expect from him a conti- 


nual feaſt of laughter, an unintermitted 
ſtream of jocularity. The taſk of every 
other ſlave has an end. The rower in 
time reaches the port; the lexicographer 
at laſt finds the concluſion of his alpha- 
bet ; only the hapleſs wit has his 7 a 
always to begin, the call for novelty is 
never ſatisfied, and one jeſt only raiſes 
expectation of another. 

I know that, among men of learning 
and aſperity, the retainers to the female 
world are not much regarded; yet I can- 
not but hope that if you knew at how 
dear a rate our honours are purchaſed, 
you would look with ſome gratulation 
on our ſucceſs, and with ſome pity on 
our miſcarriages. Think on the mi- 
ſery of him @ 2 is condemned to culti- 
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ſelves with the view of nature or of art; 
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| vate barrenneſs and ranſack vacuity; given occaſion to a burſt of merriment. 
. who is obliged to continue his talk when etimes I drew the converſation y 
| his meaning is ſpent, to raiſe merriment by degrees to a proper point, and pro. 
| without images, to haraſs his imagina- duced a conceit which I had treaſured; u | 
| tion in queſt of thoughts which he can- like ſportſmen who boaſt of killing the | 
not ſtart, and his memory in purſuit of foxes which they lodge in the covert, | 
| narratives which he cannot overtake z Eminence is however in ſome happy mo. { 
| obſerve the effort with which he ſtrains ments gained at leſs expence; I have de. l 
to conceal deſpondency by a ſmile, and lighted a whole circle at one time with a 
| the diſtreſs in which he ſits while the eyes a ſeries of quibbles, and made myſelf 
of the company are fixed upon him as good company at another, by ſcalding x 
their laſt refuge from ſilence and dejec- my fingers, or miſtaking a lady's lap for 6 
tion. my own chair. 8 © 
It were endleſs to recount the ſhifts to Theſe are artful deceits and uſefil 8 © 
which I have been reduced, or to enume- expedients; but expedients are at length 4 f. 
rate the different ſpecies of artificial wit. exhauſted, and deceits detected. Time 4 c 
I regularly frequented coffee-houſes, and itfelf, among other injuries, diminiſhes : 
havevften lived a week upon an expreſ- the power of pleaſing, and I now find 9. 
ſion, of which he who dropped it did in my forty- fifth year many pranks and 3 ſo 
not know the value. When fortune did _ antries very coldly received, which 7 n 
not favour my erratick induſtry, I glean- had formerly filled a whole room with th 
ed jeſts at home from obſolete farces. jollity and acclamation. I am under the ny 
To collect wit was indeed ſafe, for I melancholy neceſſity of ſupporting that ; 10 
conſorted with none that looked much character by ſtudy, which I gained bf * 
into books; but to diſperſe it was the levity, having learned too late that gaiety 3 I 
difficulty. A ſeeming negligence was muſt be recommended by higher quali-. © 
often uſeful, and I have very fucceſsful- ties, and that mirth can never pleaſe long WA ** 
ly made a reply not to what the lady but as the effloreſcence of a mind loved IF ** 
had faid, but to what it was convenient for it's luxuriance, but eſteemed for its 2 
for. me to hear; for very few were ſo per- uſefulneſs. I am, &c. 575 
verſe as to rectify a miſtake which had Parilius, WW 
1 
1 F hoc 
q | un 
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Aveps Ciropayws HomrRr. . 2 
| A GIANT SHEPHERD HERE HIS FLOCK MAINTAINS = can; 
1 FAR FROM THE REST, AND 80LITARY KEIGNS, E- glin 
IN SHELTER THICK OF HORRID SHADE RECLIN'D; Vin, 
AND GLOOMY MISCHIEFS LABOUR IN KIS MIN. & grar 
A FORM ENORMOUS! FAR UNLIEE THE RACE nn t 
OF HUMAN BIR TR, IN STATURE OR IN FACE. W as v 
Poy BE. A our 
we examined every wild mountain and 5 af 
in E 1 ; . amu 
nn medicinal ſpring, criticiſed every dic, I cat 
$18, contemplated every ruin, and comp3 mon 
| AVING been accuſtomed to re- every ſcene of action with the narratita Wy, F 
tire annually from the town, I of hiftorians. By this ſucceſſion by a 
1 lately accepted the invitation of Euge- amuſements we enjoyed the exerciſe c HM yet! 
0 nio, who has an eſtate and ſeat in a diſ- a journey without ſuffering the fatiguoꝰ Wa eint 
| tant county. As we were unwilling to and had nothing to regret but that, ue 
travel without improvement, we turned progrels ſo leiſurely and gentle, we m there 
often from the direct road to pleaſe our- the adventures of a poſt- chaiſe, and i and 


- - with the 
N of alarming villages 1 
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tamult of our paſſage, and of diſguiſing 


our infignificancy by the dignity of 
up n 
8 . firſt week 1 arrival at 
Eugenio's houſe was paſled in receivin 
Wy * his neighbours, whe crowd 
ah about him with all the eagerneſs of be- 


| nevolence ; ſome impatient to learn the 
© news of the court and town, that they 


with : ke ; 
might be qualified by authentick infor- 
— 4 to dictate to the rural politicians 
ng on the next bowling day; others deſirous 
958 of his intereſt to accommodate diſputes, 


or of his advice to the ſettlement of their 


— 12 and the marriage of their chil- 
— The civilities which he had received 


were ſoon to be returned ; and I paſſed 
ſome time with great fatisfaftion in rov- 


£ "A _— N * * 0 *** i * * 
c ö 
GWG 


$ and f 1 
N thro the country, and viewin 
— — — wk and r which 
2 are ſcattered over it. My pleaſure would 
8 indeed have been greater had I been 
Fre ſometimes allowed to wander in a park 
* or wilderneſs alone, but to appear as 
the friend of Eugenio was an honour 
0 10 " WE not to be enjoyed without ſome inconve- 
I niencies; ſo much was every one ſolici- 
„ri: deus for my regard, that I could ſeldom 
eſcape to folitude, or ſteal a moment 
aus trom the emulation of complaiſance, and 
we vigilance of officiouſneſs. 

In theſe rambles of neighbour- 
= hood, we frequently paſſed by a houſe of 
= unuſual magnificence. While I had my 
curioſity yet diſtracted among many no- 
velties, it did not much attract my ob- 
© ſervation; but in a ſhort time I could 
not forbear ſurveying it with particular 
notice; for the length of the wall which 
= cloſed the gardens, the diſpoſition of 
the ſhades that waved over it, and the 
& canals, of which I could obtain ſome 
E glimpſes through the trees from our own 
= windows, gave me reaſon to expect more 
= grandeur and beauty than I had yet {cen 
n that province. I therefore enquired, 
as we rode by it, why we never, amongſt 
_— — Nee. ſpent an hour where there 
8 as ſuch an appearance of ſplendor and 
e 7 amluence. Eugenio told — that the 
Je 1 Let which I fo much admired, was com- 
_—_— 1 monly called in the country the haunted 
ben 1 192 and that no viſits were paid there 
e 8 en of the gentlemen whom I had 
ien q * leen. As the haunts of incorporeal 
4 bot eings are generally ruinous, neglected, 
tna * 3 — deſolate, I eaſily conceived that 
* me was ſomething to be explained, 
pa "the (i and told him that 1 ſuppoſed it only 
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fairy ground, on which we might ven- 
ture J day-light without danger. 
The danger, ſays he, is indeed only 
© that of appearing to ſolicit the acquaint- 
© ance of a man, with whom it is not 
© poſſible to converſe without infamy, 
© and who has driven from him, by his 
© inſolence or malignity, every human 
© being who can live without him.” 

Our converſation was then acciden- 
tally interrupted; but my inquiſitive hu- 
mour being now in motion, could not 
reſt without a full account of this newly 
diſcovered prodigy. I was ſoon inform- 
ed that the fine houſe and ſpacious gar- 
dens were haunted by Squire Bluſter, of 
whom it was very ealy to learn the cha- 
rafter, ſince nobody had regard for him 
ſufficient to hinder them trom telling 
whatever they could diſcover. 

Squire Bluſter is deſcended of an an- 
cient family. The eſtate which his 
anceſtors had immemorially poſſeſſed was 
much augmented by Captain Bluſter, 
who ſerved under Drake in the reign of 
Elizabeth; and the Bluſters, who were 
before only petty gentlemen, have from 
that time frequently repreſented the ſhire 
in parliament, been choſen to preſent 
addreſſes, and given laws at hunting- 
matches and races. They were emi- 
nently hoſpitable and popular, till the 
father of this gentleman died of an elec- 
tion, His 'S went to the grave ſoon 
after him, and left the heir, then onl 
ten years old, to the care of his (63s 
mother, who would not ſuffer him to 
be controlled, becauſe ſhe could not 
bear to hear him cry; and never ſent 
him to ſchool, becauſe ſhe was not able 
to live without his company. She taught 
him however very early to inſpect the 
ſteward's accounts, to dog the butler 
from the cellar, and to catch the ſervants 
at a junket; ſo that he was at the age of 
eighteen a complete maſter of all the 
lower arts of domeſtick policy, had often 
on the road detected combinations be- 
tween the coachman and the oſtler, and 

rocured the diſcharge of nineteen maids 
for illicit correſpondence with cottagers 
and chair-women. 

By the opportunities of parſimony 
which minority affords, and which the 
probity of his guardians had diligently 
improved, a very large ſum of money 
was accumulated, and he found him- 
ſelf, when he took his affairs into his 
own hands, the richeſt man in the coun- 
ty. It has been long the cuſtom of this 
812 family 
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family to celebrate the heir's completion 
of his twenty-firſt year, by an entertain- 
ment, at which the houſe is thrown open 
to all that are inclined to enter it, and 
the whole province flocks together as to 
à general feſtivity. On this occaſion 
young Bluſter exhibited the firſt tokens 
of his future eminence, by ſhaking his 

urſe at an old gentleman, who had been 
the intimate friend of his father, and 
offering to wager a greater ſum than he 
could afford to venture; a practice with 
which he has, at one time or other, in- 
ſulted every frecholder within ten miles 
round him. | 

His next acts of offence were com- 
mitted in a contentious and ſpiteful vin- 
dication of the privileges of his manors, 
and a rigorous and relentleſs proſecution 
of every man that 99s to violate 
his game. As he happens to have no 
eſtate adjoining equal to his own, his 
oppreſſions are often borne without re- 
ſiſtance, for fear of a long ſuit, of 
which he delights to count the expences 
without the Feaſt ſolicitude about the 
event ; for he knows, that where nothing 
but an honorary right is conteſted, the 

rer antagoniſt muſt always ſuffer, 
whatever ſhall be the laſt decifion of the 
law. 

By the ſucceſs of ſome of theſe diſ- 
putes, he has ſo elated his inſolence, 
and by reflection upon the general ha- 
tred which they have brought upon him, 
ſo irritated his virulence, that his whole 
life is ſpent in meditating or executing 
miſchief. It is his common practice to 
procure his hedges to be broken in the 
night, and then to demand ſatisfaction 
for damages which his grounds have 
ſuffered from his neighbour's cattle. An 
old widow was yeſterday ſoliciting Eu- 
genio to enable her to replevin her on] 
cow then in the pound by Squire Bluſ⸗ 
ter's order, who had ſent one of his 
agents to take advantage of her calamij- 
ty, and perſuade her to fell the cow at 
an under rate. He has driven a day- 
labourer from his cottage, for gathering 
blackberries in a hedge for his children ; 
and has now an old woman in the coun- 
ty-jail for a treſpaſs which ſhe commit- 
ted, by coming into his ground to pick 
up acorns for her hog, | 
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Money, in whatever hands, will con- 
fer power. Diſtreſs will fly to immedi. 
ate refuge, without much conſideration 
of remote conſequences. Bluſter has 
therefore a deſpotick authority in man 
families, whom he has aſſiſted, on oref. 
ſing occaſions, with larger ſums than 
they can eaſily repay. The only viſits 
that he makes are to thoſe houſes of miſ. 
fortune, where he enters with the inſo- 
lence of abſolute command, enjoys the 
terrors of the family, exacts their obe- 
dience, riots at their charge, and in the 
height of his joy inſults the father with 
menaces, and che daughters with ob. 
ſcenity, 

He is of late ſomewhat leſs offenſive ; 
for one of his debtors, after gentle ex- 
poſtulations, by which he was only irri. 
tated to groſſer outrage, ſeized him by 
the ſleeve, led him trembling into the 
court- yard, and cloſed the door upon 
him in a ſtormy night. He tock his 
uſual revenge next morning by a writ ; 
but the debt was diſcharged by the aſ- 
ſiſtance of Eugenio. 8 

It is his rule to ſuffer his tenants to owe 
him rent, becauſe by this indulgence he 


. 


ſecures to himſelf the power of ſeizure T 
whenever he has an inclination to amule even 
himſelf with calamity, and feaſt his ears urged 
with entreaties and lamentations. Yet dares 
as he is ſometimes capriciouſly liberal to too la 
thoſe whom he happens to adopt as fa- natur 
vourites, and lets his lands at a cheap tat c 
rate, his farms are never long unoccu- long e 
pied ; and when one is ruined by op- hoe 
preſſion, the poſſibility of better fortune will f 
quickly lures another to ſupply his thoug 
place. | dor e 

Such is the life of Squire Bluſter; a ungu 
man in whoſp power fortune has libe- ful in 
rally placed the means of happinels, but mon! 
who has defeated all her gifts of their aran, 
end by the depravity of his mind. He tranh 
is wealthy without followers ; he 1s mag- themſ 
nificent without witneſſes; he has birth produ 
without alliance, and influence without leryal: 
dignity. His neighbours ſcorn him as . bo 
a brute; his dependents dread him as an C or! 
oppreſſor; and he has only the gloomy * di 
comfort of reflect ing, that if he is hated, = 
he is likewiſe feared, I am, Sir, &c. i on 


VAGULU*» 


Ns CLXIII. 


MONG the innumerable practices 
; by which intereſt or envy have 
nucht thoſe who live upon literary fame 
00 ard each other at their airy ban- 
© quets, one of the moſt common is the 
| charge of plagiariſm. When the ex- 
cellence of a new compoſition can no 
longer be conteſted, and malice 1s com- 
pelled to give way to the unanimity of 
| applauſe, there is yet this one expedient 
to be tried, by which the author may be 
| degraded, though his work bereverenced 
and the excellence which we cannot ob- 
ſcure, may be ſet at ſuch a diſtance as 
not to overpower our fainter luſtre. 

This accuſation is dangerous, becauſe, 
even when it is falſe, it may be ſometimes 
urged with probability. Bruyere de- 
dares, that we are come into the world 
too late to produce any thing new, that 
nature md life are preoccupied, and 
that deſcription and ſentiment have been 
long exhauſted. It is indeed certain, that 
whoever attempts any common topick, 
will find unexpected coincidences of his 
thoughts with thoſe of other writers 
nor can the niceſt judgment always diſ- 
tinguiſh accidental fimilitude from art- 
ful imitation. There is likewiſe a com- 
mon ſtock of images, a ſettled mode of 
Arrangement, and a heaten track of 
tranſition, which all authors ſuppoſe 
themſelyes at liberty to uſe, and which 
produce the reſemblance generaliy ob- 
rrable among cotemporaries. So that 
pm books which beſt deſerve the name 
bt originals, there is little new beyond 
tle diſpoſition of materials already pro- 
Nded ; the ſame ideas and combinations 
af ideas have been long in the poſſeſſion 
cf other hands; and by reſtoring to eve- 
Iman his own, as the Romans muſt 
'e returned to their cots from the 
Poſſeſſion of the world, ſo the moſt in- 
my and fertile genius would reduce 
% folios to a few pages. Yet the au- 


Yluniſhing himſelf with thoughts and 
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ar who imitates his predeceſſors only 
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CXLIII. TUESDAY, JULY 30, 1751. 


w_ OY EA CORNICULA RISUM 
FURTIVIS NUDATA COLORIBU Som 


Hors | 


LEST WHEN THE BIRDS THEIR VARIOUS COLOURS CLAIM 
$TRIPP'D OF HIS STOLEN PRIDE, THE CROW FORLORN 
. SHOULD STAND THE LAUGHTER OF THE PUBLICK SCORN«e 


FAN cts. 


elegancies out of the ſame general ma- 
gazine of literature, 8 with little more 

ropriety be reproached as a plagiary, 
has the architect can be 8 * 
mean copier of Angelo or Wren, be- 
cauſe he digs his marble from the ſame 
quarry, ſquares his ſtones by the ſame 
art, and unites them in columns of the 
ſame orders. 

Many ſubjects fall under the conſi- 
deration of an author, which being li- 
mited by nature can admit only of flight 
and accidental diverſities. All defini- 
tions of the ſame thing muſt be nearly 
the ſame ; and deſcriptions, which are 
definitions of a more lax and fanciful 
kind, mult always have in ſome degree 
that reſemblance to each other which 
they all have to their object. Different 
poets deſcribing the ſpring or the ſea, 
would mention the zephyrs and the 
flowers, the billows and the rocks; re- 
flecting on human life, they would, with- 
out any communication of opinions, 


| lament the deceitfulneſs of hope, the 


fugacity of pleaſure, the fragility of 
beauty, and the frequency of calamity z 
and for palliatives of theſe incurable mi- 
ſeries, they would concur in recom- 
mending kindnels, temperance, caution, 
and fortitude. 

When: therefore there are found in 
Virgil and Horace two ſimilar paſſages— 


He tibi erunt artes 
Parcere ſubjectis, et debellare ſuperbos.— 
| Via c. 


To tame the proud, the fetter'd ſlave to ſree : 


. Theſe are imperial arts, and worthy thee. 


DzyDENe 
Imperet bellante prior, jacentem | 
Lenis in hoſtems He. 
Let Cæſar ſpread his conqueſts far, 
Leſs pleas'd to triumph than to ſpare. 


it is ſurely not neceſſary to ſuppoſe with 
a late critick that one is copied from the 
| perry 


— 


* 


— 


— — 
*** 
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other, ſince neither Virgil nor Horace 
can be ſuppoſed ignorant of the common 
duties of Cy, and the virtue of 
moderation in ſucceſs. 

Cicero and Ovid have on very differ- 
ent occaſions . remarked how little of the 
honour of a victory belongs to the ge- 
neral, when his ſolliers and his fortune 


have made their deductions; yet Why 


ſhould Ovid be ſuſpected to have owed 

to Tully an obſervation which perhaps 

occurs to ny man that ſees or hears 
ef military glories ? 

Tully obſerves of Achilles, that had 
not Homer written, his valour had been 
without praiſe. 

Ni Ilias illa extitiſſet, idem tumulus qui 
corpus ejus contexerat, nomen ejus ob- 
ruiſſet. 

Unleſs the Iliad had been publiſhed, his 

name had been loft in the tomb that 
covered his body. 


Horace tells us with more energy» 
that there were brave men before the 
wars of Troy, but they were loſt in ob- 
livion for want of a poet. 
Vixere fortes ante Agamemnona 
Multi; ſed omnes illachrymabiles 
Urgentur, ignotique longa 
Nee, carent quia vate ſacro. 
Before great Agamemnon reign'd, 
Reign'd kings as great as he, and brave, 
Whoſe huge ambition's now contain'd 
In the ſmall compaſs of a grave : 
In endleſs nightthey fleep, unwept, unknown: 
No bard had they to make all time their 
Oven. 
FRANCIS». 


Tully enquires, in the ſame oration, 
why, but for fame, we diſturb a ſhort 
life with ſo many fatigues ? 

Nuid eft qued in hoc tam exiguo vitæ curri- 
culo et tam breui, tantis nos in laboribus 
exerceamus ? 


Why in fo ſmall a circuit of life ſhould we 
employ ourſelves in ſo many fatigues ? 


Horace enquires in the ſame manner 
5 7 brevi fortes jaculamur & u 

ulta ? | 
Why do we aim, with eager ſtrife, 
At things beyond the mark of life ? 

FRANCIS» 

when our life is of ſo ſhort duration, 
why we form ſuch numerous deſigns? 
But Horace, as well as Tully, might 
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writer is deſpoiled of his garland ; for 


diſcover that records are needful to pre 
ſerve the memory of actions, and that 
no records were ſo durable as y 
either of them might find out that le 
is ſhort, and that we conſume it in un. 
neceſſary labour. : 
There are other flowers of fiction h 
widely ſcattered and ſo eaſily cropped, 
that it is ſcarcely juſt to tax the uſe gf 
them as an act by which any particulr 


they may be ſaid to have been planted by 
the ancients in the open road of poetry 
for the accommodation of their ſuc. 
ceſſors, and to be the right of every on 
that has art to pluck them without in. 
juring their colours or their fragrance, 
The paſſage of Orpheus to hell, with 
the recovery and ſecond loſs of Eury. 
dice, have been deſcribed after Boctiu 
by Pope, in ſuch a manner as might 
juſtly leave him ſuſpected of imitation, 
were not the images ſuch as they might 
both have derived from more ancient 
writers. 


Wers agitant metu 
trices ſcelerum dea 
Jam mæſtæ lacrymis æadent, 
Non Ixionium caput y 
Velox precipitat rota. 


The pow'rs of vengeance, while they ben 
Touch'd with compaſſion, drop a tear ; 
Ixion's rapid wheel ie bound, 
Fix'd in attention to the ſound. 

F. LI un, 


Thy ſtone, O Syſiphus, ſtands till, 
Ixion reſts upon his wheel, 
And the pale ſpectres dance 
The furies fink upon their iron beds. 


Tandem, vincimur, arbiter 
Umbrarum, miſerans, ai. 
Donemus, comitem wiro, 

Emtam carmine, conjugem. 


Subdu'd at length, Hell's pitying mona 
cry'd, g 
The ſong rewarding, let us yield the bt. 
F. Levi 
He ſung, and Hell conſented 
To hear the poet's prayer; 
Stern Proſerpine relented, 
And gave him back the fair. 
Heu, noctis prope terminos 
Orpheus Eurydicen ſuam 
Vidit, perdidit, occidit. 
Nor yet the golden verge of day begu% 
When Orpheus, her unhappy lord, 
Eurydice to life reſtor'd, 


At once beheld, and loſt, and w—_ 


\ 5 N 


pre» il | too ſoon, the Tover turns his eyes: 
— 2 pry falls, again ſhe dies, ſhe dies 
ems; 3 
t lic . No writer can be fully convicted of 
1 un. inmitation, except there is a concurrence 
ok more reſemblance than can be 
on ſo E imagined to have happened by chance 
pped, zs where the fame ideas are conjoined 
uſe of without any natural ſeries or neceſſary 
cut coherence, or where not only the thought 
| ; for bat the words are copied. Thus it can 
ted by WS (carcely be doubted, that in the firſt of 
poetry 1 the following paſſages Pope remembered 
r {vc- WR Ovid, and that in the ſecond he copied 
ry one 


& Craſhaw. 

[. | 

3 pater dixit, ftudium quid inutile tentas ? 
= Maonides nullas ipſe religuit ope· 
Eury. WT Sponte ſud carmen numeros weniebat ad aptos, 
Boctiu WS Et quod conabar ſcribere, werſus erat. 


| might Ovi. 
; might WG Qt, quit this barren trade, my father cry'd, 


n Homer left no riches when he dy'd— 
In verſe ſpontaneous flow'd my native ſtrain, 
EForc'd by no ſweat or labour of the brain. 

4 4 F. LEWIS, 


WT left no calling for this idle trade; 

No duty broke, no father difobey'd ; 

While yet a child, ere yet a fool to fame, 

A liſp'd in numbers, for the numbers came. 
3 Pop E. 


——= This plain floor, 
believe me, reader, can ſay more 


ANT 
WT han many a braver marble can, 


till, Were lies a truly honeſt man. 
| = ' _ CRASHAW, 
*. : his modeſt ſtone, what few vain marbles 
$ can, 
play truly ſay, Here lies an honeſt man. 
PoE. 
g era Conceits, or thoughts not immedi- 
„ mpreſſed by ſenſible objects, or ne- 
the ie” Eellarily ariſing from the coalition or 
F. 17" ionpariſon of common ſentiments, may 
Pe with great juſtice ſuſpected whenever 
yer 3 Per are found a ſecond time. Thus 
72 aller probably owed to Grotius an 
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Here lies the learned Savil's heir, 

So early wiſe, and laſting fair, 

That none, except her years they told, 

Thought her a child, or thought her old. 
WALTER. 


Unica lux ſeculi, genitoris gloria, nemo 
Quem puerum, nemo credidit efſe ſenem. 
GroTes 


The ages's miracle, his father's joy ! 
Nor old you wou'd pronounce him, nor a boy, 
F. Lzwis. 


And Prior was indebted for a pretty 
illuſtration to Alleyne's poetical hiſtory 
of Henry the Seventh, 


For nought but light itſelf, itſelf can ſhow, 
And only kings can write, what kings can dos 
ALLEYNEs 
Your muſick's power, your muſick muſt 
diſcloſe, 
For what light is, tis only light that ſhews. 
Prxiorte 


And with yet more certainty may the 
ſame writer be cenſured, for endeavour- 
ing the clandeſtine appropriation of a 
thought which he 8 ſurely 
without thinking himſelf diſgraced, from 
an epigram of Plato. 


Ti Tagin 7) x4TowTper I eln f dA. 
OWn N, tin d' iy orapog, & Irvapudi, 


Venus, take my votive glaſs, 
Since I am not what I was; 
What from this day I ſhall be, 


Venus let me never ſee. 


As not every inſtance of ſimilitude 
can be conſidered as a proof of imitation, 
ſo not every imitation ought to be ſtig- 
matized as a plagiariſm. The adoption 
of a noble ſentiment, or the inſertion of 
a borrowed ornament, may ſometimes 
diſplay ſo much judgment as will almoſt 
compenſate for invention; and an infe- 
rior genius may, without any imputa- 
tion of ſervility, purſue the path of the 
ancients, provided he declines to tread 
in their footſteps. x 
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No CXLIV. SATURDAY, AUGUST 3, 1757. 


DAPHNIDIS ARCUM 
FakGISTI ET CALAMOS: QUE TU, PERVERSE MENALCA, 
ET CUM VIDISTI PUERO DONATA, DOLEBAS}, 
ET SI NON ALIQUA NOCUISSES, MOR TUUS ESSES., 


THE Bow OF DAPHN!S AND THE SHAF TS YOU BROKE 
WHEN THE FAIR BOY RECEIV'D THE GIFT OF RIGHT; 
AND BUT FOR MISCHIEF, YOU HAD DY'D FOR E8PITE. 


1* is impoſſible to mingle in converſa- 


tion without oblerving the difficulty 
with which a new name makes it's way 
into the world. The firſt appearance 
of excellence unites multitudes againſt 
It, unexpected oppoſition riſes up on 
every ſule; the celebrated and the ob- 
ſcure join in the contederacy ; ſubtilty 
furniſhes arms to impudence, and in- 
vention leads on — 

The ſtrength and unanimity of this 
alliance is not eaſily conceived. Tt 
might be expected that no man ſhould 
ſuffer his heart to be inflamed with ma- 
lice, but by injuries; that none ſhould 
buſy himſelf in conteſting the pretenſions 
of another, but when ſome right of his 
own was involved in the queſtion; that 
at leaſt hoſtilities commenced without 
cauſe, ſhould quickly ceaſe; that the 
armies of malignity ſhould ſoon diſperſe, 
when no common intereſt could be found 
to hold them together; and that the at- 
tack upon a riſing character ſhould be 
left to thoſe who had ſomething to hope 
or fear from the event. 

The hazards of thoſe that aſpire to 
eminence would be much diminiſhed if 
they had none but acknowledged rivals 
to encounter. Their enemies would 
then be few, and what is of yet greater 
importance, would be known, But 
what caution is ſufficient to ward off the 
blows of inviſible aſſailants, or what 
force can ſtand againſt unintermitted at- 
tacks, and a continued ſucceſſion of ene- 
mies ? Yet ſuch is the ſtate of the world, 
that no ſooner can any man emerge from 
the crowd, and fix the eyes of the pub- 
lick upon him, than he ſtands as a mark 
to the arrows of lurking calumny, and 
receives in the tumult of hoſtility, from 
diſtant and from nameleſs hands, wounds 
not always eaſy to be cured. 

It is probable that the onſet againſt 
the candidates for renown is originally 


Vins. 
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incited by thoſe who imagine themſely W. 
in danger of ſuffering by their ſuccelz; fo 
but when war is once declared, vol. Þr 
teers flock to the ſtandard, multitude leſ 
follow the camp only for want of en- or 
ployment, and flying ſquadrons are dif. by 
perſed to every part, ſo pleaſed with a agg 
opportunity of miſchief, that they tai up: 
without proſpect of praiſe, and pillage ' the 
without hope of profit. | ha 
When any man has endeavoured to his 
deſerve diſtinction, he will be ſurpricd his 
to hear himſelf cenſured where he coull Op11 
not expect to have been named; he vil foor 
find the utmoſt acrimony of malice the 
among thoſe whom he never could hart ther 
offended. 1 
As there are to be found in the ſervice A He 
of envy men of every diverſity of tem- dreſ 
_ and degree of underſtanding, c. imp! 
umny is diffuſed by all arts and methot mad 
of propagation. Nothing is too grob he c 
or too refined, too cruel or too trifiing and 
to be practiſed; very little regard is hat pear; 
to the rules of honourable hoſtility, bit Intel] 
every weapon is accounted lawful, an trade 
thoſe that cannot make a thruſt at lik to m. 
are content to keep themſelves in pi talks 
with petty malevolence, to teize wit . w 
feeble blows and impotent diſturbance e ha 
But as the induſtry of obſervation penſi 
divided the moſt miſcellaneous and or than 
fuſed aſſemblages into proper claſſes, us | 
ranged the inſets of the ſummer, thx aut 
torment us with their drones or fing y 1 
all the 


by their ſeveral tribes ; the perſecutas 
of merit, notwithſtanding. their mA. 
bers, may be likewiſe commodiouiſ __ 
diſtinguiſhed into Roarers, Whiſpena ee. 


and Moderators. " * cl 
The Roarer is an enemy rather term I 
than dangerous. He has no other 10 " le 
lification for a champion of controveſl : tl 
than a hardened front and ſtrong vat, by 2 
Teton 


Having ſeldom ſo, much defire to conf 


-ather up 
as to ſilence, he depends 'vociferatll 


vociferation than argument, and has 
very little care to adjuſt one part of his 
accuſation to another, to preſerve de- 
cency in his language, or waa | in 
his narratives. He has always a ſtore 
of reproachful epithets and contemptu- 
ous appellations, ready to be produced 
as occahon may require, which by con- 
ſtant uſe he pours out with reſiſtleſs vo- 
lubility. It the wealth of a trader is 
mentioned, he without heſitation devotes 
W him to bankruptcy; if the beauty and 
elegance of a lady be commended, he 
W wonders how the town can fall in love 
with ruſtick deformity ; if a new per- 


— formance of genius happens to be cele- 
volun. brated, he pronounces the writer a hope- 
titus less idiot, without knowledge of books 
of as or life, and without the underſtanding 


His ex- 


are dif. by which it muſt be acquired. 
with an aggerations are generally without effect 
hey tail upon thoſe whom he compels to hear 


them; and though it will ſometimes 


pi happen that the timorous are awed by 


oured to bis violence, and the credulous miſtake 
ſurpriſe his confidence for knowladge, yet the 
he conll opinions which he endeavours to ſuppreſs 
. he wil ſoon recover their former ſtrength, as 


the trees that bend to the tempeſt erect 
themſelves again when it's force is paſt. 
The Whiſperer is more dangerous. 


F malice 
uld hare 


e ſervice He eaſily gains attention by a ſoft ad- 
+ of ten dreſs, and excites curioſity by an air of 
ling, importance, As ſecrets are not to be 
| method made cheap by promiſcuous publication, 
too oro he calls a ſelect audience about him, 
o trifling and gratifies their vanity with an ap- 
ard is hal pearance of truſt by communicating his 
tility, bit intelligence in a low voice. Of the 
ful, and trader he can tell, that tho igh he ſeems 
ruſt at lie to manage an extenſive commerce, and 
s in pl talks in high terms of the funds, yet 
teize vin lis wealth is not equal to his reputation; 
turbance. be has lately ſuffered much by an ex- 
vation M8 denſtye project, and had a greater ſhare 
s and col- than is acknowledged in K rich ſhip 
claſſes, and that periſhed by the ſtorm. Of the 
mer, (it beauty he has little to ſay, but that they 
or fing do ſee her in a morning do not diſcover 

rſecutd al thoſe graces which are admired in the 


park. Of the writer he affirms with 
2 certainty, that, though the excel- 
ence of. the work be inconteſtable, he 


can claim but a ſmall part of the repu- 


heir nM 
nmodioul 
hiſpertth 


her terrid® "MM; that he owed moſt of the images 
other qua- and ſentiments to a ſecret friend; and 


the accuracy and equality of the 
Hle was ep by the ſuccethve cor- 


rong voict 
ton of the chief criticks of the age. 


> tO confuts 
ther vp® 
gciferatin 


"THE RAMBLER. 


329 

As every one is pleaſed with imagin- 
ing that he knows ſomething not yet 
commonly divulged, ſecret hiſtory eafi- 
ly gains credit; but it is for the moſ 
part believed only while it circulates in 
whiſpers; and when once it is openly 
told, is openly confuted. 

The moſt” pernicious enemy is the 
man of Moderation. Without intere(t 
in the queſtion, or any motive but ho- 
neſt curioſity, this impartial and zealous 
enquirer after truth is ready to hear 
either fide, and always diſpoſed to kind 
interpretations and favourable opinions, 
He hath heard the trader's affairs re- 
ported with great variation, and after a 
diligent compariſon of the evidence, 
concludes it probable that the ſplendid 
ſuperſtructure of buſineſs being origi- 
nally built upon a narrow baiis, has late- 
ly been found to totter: but between 
dilatory payment and bankruptcy there 
is a great diſtance z many merchants 
have ſupported themſelves by expedients 
for a time, without any final injury ta 
their creditors; and what is loſt by one. 
adventure may be recovered by another. 
He helieves' that a young lady pleaſed 
with admiration, and * Bra to make 
perfect what is already excellent, may 
heighten her charms by artificial im- 
provements, but ſurely moſt of her beau- 
tics muſt be genuine, and who can fay 
that he is wholly what he endeavours to 
appear? The author he knows to be a 
man of diligence, who perhaps does not 
ſparkle with the fire of Homer, but has 
the judgment to diſcover his own de- 
fciencies, and to ſupply them by the help 
of. others; and in his opinion modeſty 
is a quality fo amiable and rare, that it 
ought to find a patron wherever it ap- 
pears, and may juſtly be preferred by 
the publick ſuffrage to petulant wit and 
oſtentatious literature. 

He who thus diſcovers failings with 
unwillingneſs, and extenuates the faults 
vrhich cannot be denied, puts an end at 
once to doubt or vindication ; his hear- 
ers repoſe upon his candour and vera- 
city, and admit the charge without al- 
lowing the excule. 

Such are the arts by. which the envi- 
ous, the idle, the peeviſh, and. the 
thoughtleſs, obſtruct that worth which 
they cannot equal; and by artifices thus 
eaſy, ſordid, and deteſtable, is induſtry 
defeated, beauty blaſted, and genius de- 
preſſed. 
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NON $I PRIORES MAONIUS TENET 
SEDES HOMERUsS, PINDARICA LATENT, 
CEAQUE ET ALCEAI MINACES 
STESICHORIQUE GRAVES CAMOEN A. 


Hor. 


WHAT THOUGH THE MUSE HER HOMER THRONES 
HIGH ABOVE ALL THE IMMORTAL QUIRE 
NOR PINDAR'S RAP TURE SHE DISOWNS, 
NUR HIDES THE PLAINTIVE COEAN LYRE: 
ALCAUS STRIKES THE TYRANT'S SOUL WITH DREAD, 
NOR YET IS GRAVE STESICHORUS UNRE ADs 


T is allowed that vocations and em- 
loyments.of leaſt dignity are of the 
— apparent uſc; that the meaneſt arti- 
ſan or manufacturer contributes more 
to the accommodation cf life, than the 
profound ſcholar and argumentative the- 
oriſt ; and that the publick would ſuffer 
leſs preſent inconvenience from the ba- 
niſhment of philoſophers than from the 
extinction of any common trade. 
Some have been ſo forcibly ſtruck 
with this obſervation, that they have, in 
the firſt warmth of their diſcovery, 


thought it reaſonable to alter the com- 


mon diſtribution of dignity, and ven- 
tured to condemn mankind of univer- 
ſal ingratitude. For juſtice exacts, that 
thoſe by whom we are moſt benefited 


| ſhould be moſt honoured. And what 


labour can be more uſeful than that 
which procures to families and com- 
munities thoſe neceſſaries which ſupply 
the wants of nature, or thoſe conveni- 
encies by which eaſe, ſecurity, and ele- 
gance, are conferred? 

This is oneof the innumerable theories 
which the firſt attempt to reduce them 
into practice certainly deſtroys. If we 
eſtimate dignity by immediate uſeful- 
neſs, agriculture is undoubtedly the firſt 
and nobleſt ſcience; yet we ſee the plough 
driven, the clod broken, the manure 
ſpread, the ſeeds ſcattered, and the har- 
veſt reaped, by men whom thoſe that 
feed upon their induſtry will never be 
perſuaded to admit into the ſame rank 
with heroes, or with ſages ; and who, 
after all the confeſſions which truth may 

tort in favour of their occupation, muſt 

content to fill up the loweſt claſs of 
the commonwealth, to form the baſe of 
the pyramid of ſubordination, and lie 


buried in obſcurity themſelves, while 


FrxANC1%, 


they ſupport all that is ſplendid, co. 
ſpicuous, or exalted. 

It will be found upon a cloſer infpee. 
tion, that this part of the conduct d 
mankind is by no means contrary to 
reaſon or equity. Remuneratory bo. 
nours are proportioned at once to the 
uſefulneſs and difficulty of performances 
and are properly adjuſted by compariſc 
of the mental and corporeal abilit- 
which they appear to employ. I. 
work, however neceſſary, which is 
ried on only by muſcular ſtrength : 
manual dexterity, is not of equal eltec 
in the conſideration of rational bein 
with the taſks that exerciſe the intell:- 
tual powers, and require the active vigo. 
of imagination, or the gradual and | 
borious inveſtigations of reaſon. 

The merit gf all manual occupations 
ſeems to terminate in the inventor; and 
ſurely the firſt ages cannot be chargel 
with ingratitude, ſince thoſe who ci. 
lized barbarians, and taught them lu 
to ſecure themſclves from cold and hut 
ger, were numbered among their deitits 
But theſe arts once diſcovered by phib- 
ſophy, and facilitated by experience, at 
afterwards practiſed with very little a. 
ſiſtance from the faculties of the foul 
nor is any thing neceſſary to the reguid 
diſcharge of their inferior duties, bey 
that rude obſervation which the mei 
ſluggiſh intelle& may practiſe, and d 
induſtry which the ſtimulations ot nectr 
ſity naturally enforce. 

Yet though the refuſal of ſtatues 2 
panegyrick to thoſe who employ cf 
their hands and feet in the ſervice ot ia 
kind may be eaſily juſtified, I am ff 
from intending to incite the petulance® 
pride, to juſtify the ſupercilioulnels 


grandeur, or to intercept ay Po 
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that tenderneſs and benevolence which 
by the privilege of their common nature 


ene man may claim from another. 


That it would be neither wiſe nor 

uitable to diſcourage the huſbandman, 
the labourer, the miner, or the ſmith, 
is generally granted; but there is ano- 
ther race of beings equally obſcure and 

ually indigent, who, becauſe their 
viefulneſs is leſs obvious to vulgar ap- 
prehenſions, live unrewarded and die un- 
pitied, and who have been long expoſed 
to inſult without a defender, and to 
cenſure without an apologiſt. 

The authors of London were formerly 
computed by Swift at ſeveral thou- 
ſands ; and there 1s not any reaſon for 
ſuſpecting that their number has decreaſ- 
ed. Of theſe only a very few can be 
Aid to produce, or endeavour to produce, 
new ideas, to extend any principle of 
ſcience, or gratify the imagination with 
any uncommon train of images or con- 
texture of events ; the reſt, however la- 
borious, however arrogant, can only be 
conſidered as the drudges of the pen, 
the manufacturers of literature, who 
have ſet up for authors, either with or 
without a regular initiation, and, like 
other artificers, have no other care than 
to deliver their tale of wares at the ſtated 
time, ; 

It has been formerly imagined, that 
he who intends the entertainment or 
inſtruction of others, mult feel in him- 
ſelf ſome peculiar impulſe of genius; 
that he muſt watch the happy minute in 
which his natural fire is excited, in 
which his mind is elevated with nobler 
ſentiments, enlightened with clearer 
views, and invigorated with ſtronger 
comprehenſion ; that he muſt caretully 
ſelect his thoughts and poliſh his expreſ- 
ſions; and animate his efforts with the 
hope of raiſing a monument of learning, 
which neither time nor envy ſhall be 
able to deſtroy. 

But the authors whom I am now en- 
deavouring to recommend have been too 
long hackneyed in the aways of men to 
indulge the chimerical ambition of im- 
mortality; they have ſeldom any claim 
to the trade of writing, but that they 
have tried ſome other without ſuccels ; 
they perceive no particular ſummons to 
compolition, except the found of the 
clock ; they have no other rule than the 

w or the faſhion for admitting their 
thoughts or rejecting them; and about 
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the opinion of poſterity they have little 
ſolicitude, for their productions are ſel- 
dom intended to remain in the world 
longer than a week. 

That ſuch authors are not to be re- 


warded with praiſe is evident, ſince no- 


thing can be admired when it ceaſes to 
exiſt ; but ſurely, though they cannet 
aſpire to honour, they may be exempted 
from ignominy, and adopted in that 
order of men which deſerves our kind- 
neſs, though not our reverence. Theſe 
payers of the day, the Ephemeræ of 
earning, have uſes moreadequate to the 
purpoſes of common life than more 
pompous and durable volumes. If it 
is neceſſary for every man to be more ac- 
quainted with his contemporaries than 
with paſt generations, and to rather 
know the events which may immediately 
affect his fortune or quiet, than the re- 
volutions of ancient kingdoms, in which 
he has neither poſſeſſions nor expe&a- 
tions; if it be pleaſing to hear of the 
preferment and diſmiſſion of ſtateſmen, 
the birth of heirs, and the marriage of 
beauties; the humble author of journals 
and gazettes muſt be conſidered as a 
liberal diſpenſer of beneficial know- 
ledge. | 

Even the abridger, compiler, and 
tranſlator, though their labours cannat 
be ranked with thoſe of the diurnal hiſ- 
toriographer, yet muſt not be raſhly 
doomed to annihilation. Every ſize of 
readers requires a genius of correſpond- 
ent capacity; ſome delight in abſtracts 
and epitomes, becauſe they want room 
in their memory for long details, and 
content themſelves with effects, without 
enquiry after cauſes; ſome minds are 
overpowered by ſplendor of ſentiment, 
as ſome eyes are offended by. a glaring 
light; ſuch will gladly R e an 
author in an humble imitation, as we 
look without pain upon the ſun in the 
water. 

As every writer has his uſe, every 
writer ought to have his patrens; and 
ſince no man, however high he may now 
ſtand, can be certain that he ſhall not be 
ſoon thrown down from his elevation by 
criticiſm or caprice, the common intereſt 
of learning requires that her ſons ſhould 
ceaſe from inteſtine hoſtilities, and in- 
ſtead of ſacrificing each other to malice 
and contempt, endeavour to avert per- 
ſecution from the meaneſt of their tra- 


ternity. : 
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SUNT ILLIC DUO, TRESVE, QUI REVOLYANT 
 NOSTRARUM TINEAS INEP TIARUM: 
SFD CUM SPONSIO, FABULAQUE LASSA 


DE SCORPO@OFUERINT INCITA TOs 


Marr. 


IS POSSIBLE THAT ONE OR TWO 

THESE FOOLERIES OF MINE MAY VIEW 
BUT THEN THE BET TINGS MUST BE O'ER, 
NOR CRAB OR CHILDERS TALK'D OF MORE. 


ONE of the projects or deſigns 
N which exerciſe the mind of man 
are equally ſubject to obſtructions and 
diſappointments with the | axrpr'y of fame. 
Riches cannot eaſily be denied to them 
who have ſomething of greater value to 
offer in exchange; he whole fortune is 
endangered by litigation, will not refuſe 
toaugment the wealth of the lawyer ; he 
whole days are darkened by languor, or 
whoſe nerves are excruciated by pain, is 
compelled to Pay tribute to the ſcience 
ot healing. But praiſe may be always 
omitted without inconvenience. When 
once a man has made celebrity neceſſary 
to his happineſs, he has put it in the 
power of the weakeſt and moſt timorous 
malignity, if not to take away his ſatis- 
faction, at leaſt to withhold it. His 
enemies may indulge their pride by airy 
negligence, and gratify their malice by 
quiet neutrality. They that could ne- 
ver have injured a character by invectives, 
may combine to annihilate it by ſilence; 
as the women of Rome threatened to put 
an end to conqueſt and dominion, by 
ſupplying no children to the common- 
wealth. 

When a writer has with long toil 
produced a work intended to burſt upon 
mankind with unexpected luſtre, and 


. withdraw the attention of the learn- 


ed world from every other controverſy 
or enquiry, he is ſeldom contented to 
wait long without the enjoyment of his 
new praiſes. With an imagination full 


of his own importance, he walks out, 


like a monarch in diſguiſe, to learn the 
various opinions of his readers. Pre- 
pared to feaſt upon admiration; com- 
poſed to encounter cenſures without emo- 
tion; and determined not to ſuffer his 
quiet to be injured by a ſenſibility too 
exquiſite of praiſe or blame, but to 
laugh with equa] contempt at vain ob- 
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jections and injudicious commendations, 
he enters the places of mingled conver. 
ſation, fits down to his tea in an obſcure 
corner, and while he appears to examine 
a file of antiquated journals, catches the 
converſation of the whole room. He 
liſtens, but hears no mention of his 
book, and theretore ſuppoſes that he has 
diſappointed his curioſity by delay; and 
that as men of learning would naturally 
begin their converſation with ſuch a 
wonderful novelty, they had digreſſed 
to other ſubjects before his arrival. The 
company diſperſes, and their places are 
ſupplied by others equally ignorant, or 
equally careleſs. The ſame expectation 
hurries him toanother place, from which 
the fame diſappointment drives him toon 
away. His impatience then grows vio- 
lent and tumultuous ; he ranges over the 
town with reſtleſs curioſity, and hears 
in one quarter of a cricket-match, in 
another of a pick-pocket; is told by ſome 
of an unexpected bankruptcy, by others 
of a turtle-feaſt ; is ſometimes provoked 
by importunate enquiries after the white 
bear, and ſometimes with praiſes of the 
dancing dog; he is afterwards entreated 
to give hisjudgment upon a wager about 
the height of the Monument; invited to 
ſee a foot-race in the adjacent villages; 
deſired to read a ludicrous advertilc- 
ment; or conſulted about the moſt ef- 


fectual method of making enquiry after 


a favourite cat, The whole world is 
buſied in affairs, which he thinks be- 
low the notice of reaſonable creatures, 
and which are nevertheleſs ſufficient to 
withdraw all regard from his labours and 
his merits. 

He reſolves at laſt to violate his owl 
modeſty, and to recal the talkers from 
their folly by an enquiry after himſelf, 
He finds every one provided with an 


anſwer ; one has {zen the work aer 
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d, but never met with any that had 
read it; another bas been o otten im- 
poſed upon by ſpecious titles, that he 
never buys a book till it's character is 
eſtabliſhed; a third wonders what any 
man can hope to produce after ſo many 
writers of greater eminence z the next 
has enquired after the author, but can 
hear no account of him, and therefore 
ſuſpects the name to be fictitious; and 
another knows him to be a man con- 
demned by indigence to write too fre- 
quently what he does not underſtand. 

Many are the conſolations with which 
the unhappy author endeavours to allay 
his vexation, and fortify his paticnce. 
He has written with too little indulgence 
to the underſtanding of common read- 
ers; he has fallen upon an age in which 
ſolid knowledge, and delicate refine- 
ment, have given way to low merriment 
and idle buffoonery, and therefore no 
writer can hope for diſtinction, who has 
any higher purpoſe than to raiſe laugh- 
ter. He finds that his enemies, ſuch 
as ſuperiority will always raiſe, have 
been induſtrious, while his performance 
was in the preſs, to villify and blaſt it; 
and that the bookſeller, whom he had 
reſolved to enrich, has rivals that ob- 
| itruct the circulation of his copies. He 
| at laſt repoſes upon the conſideration, 
8 that the nobleſt works of learning and 
E genius have always made their way 
& lowly again(t ignorance and prejudice z 
and that reputation, which is never to 
be loit, muit be gradually obtained, as 
$ animals of longeſt life are obſerved not 
Hon to attain their full ſtature and 
ſtrength. 

By ſuch arts of voluntary deluſion 
ores every man endeavour to conceal 
lis own unimportance from himſelf. 
It is long before we are convinced of the 
imall proportion which every individual 
bears to the collective body of mankind ; 
or learn how few can be intereſted in 
the fortune of any ſingle man; how 
little vacancy is left in the world for 
ay new object of attention; to how 
ball extent the brighteſt blaze of merit 
[can be ſpread amidſt the miſts of buſineſs 
iſ of folly; and how ſoon it is clouded 

y the intervention of other novelties. 
ns L. the writer of books, but the 
" vor of Ka and the deliverer 
porn w eaſily outlive all noiſy 
2 15 ar reputation: he may be cele- 
yy or a time by the publick voice, 
us actions and his name will ſoon 
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be conſidered as remote and unaffecting, 


and be rarely mentioned but by thoſe 


whole alliance gives them ſome vanity 
to gratify by frequent commemoration. 

It ſeems not to be ſufficiently conſf;. 
dered how little renown can be admitted 
in the world. Mankind are kept per- 
petuaily buſy by their fears or 3 
and have not more leiſure from their ow 


affairs, than to acquaint themſelves with 


the accidents of the current day. En- 
gazed in contriving ſome refuge from 
calamity, or in ſhortening the way to 
ſome new poſſeſſion, they ſeldom ſuffer 
their thoughts to wander to the paſt or 
future; none but a few ſolitary ſtudents 
have leiſure to enquire into the claims 
ot ancient heroes or ſages; and names 
which hoped to range over kingdoms and 
continents ſhrink at laſt into cloiſters or 
colleges. 

Nor is it certain, that even of theſe 
dark and narrow habitations, theſe laſt 
retreats of fame, the poſſeſſion will be 
long kept. Of men devoted to litera- 
ture very few extend their views beyond 
{ome particular ſcience, and the greater 
part ſeldom enquire, even in their own 
profeſlion, for any authors but thoſe 
whom the preſent mode or ſtudy hap- 
pens to force upon their notice; they 
deſire not to fill their minds with un- 
faſhionable knowledge, but contentedly 
reſign to oblivion thoſe books which they 
now find cenſured or neglected. 

The hope of fame is neceſſarily con- 
nected with ſuch conſiderations as muſt 
abate the ardor of confidence, and re- 
preſs the vigour of purſuit. Whoever 
claims renown from any kind of excel- 
lence, expects to fill the place which is 
now poſſeſſed by another; for there are 
already names of every claſs ſufficient to 
employ all that will defire to remember 
them; and ſurely he that is puſhing his 
predeceſſors into the gulph of obſcurity, 
cannot but ſometimes ſuſpect, that hg 
mutt himſelf fink in like manner, and as 
he ſtands upon the ſame precipice, be 
{wept away with the ſame violence. 

It ſometimes happens, that fame be- 
gins when life is at an erd; but far the 
greater number of candidates for ap- 
plauſe have owed their reception in the 
world to ſome favourable catualtics, and 
have therefore immediately funk into neg- 
left, when death ſtripped them of their 
caſual influence, and neither fortune nor 
patronage operated in their favour. 

Among thoſe who have better claims to 
1085 gad, 
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regard, the honour paid to their memory 
s OY proportionate to the repu- 
tation which they enjoyed in their lives, 
though ſtill growing filter, as it 18 at 
a greater diſtance from the firſt emiſſion; 
and ſince it is ſo difficult to obtain the 
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TU NIHIL INVITA DICES FACIESVE MINERVAs 


%% ARE or Too QUICK A SIGHT, 
NOT TO DISCERN WHICH WAY YOUR TALENT LIES. 


TO THE RAM ELER. 


81, 
8 little things grow great by con- 
tinual accumulation, I hope you 
will not think the dignity of your cha- 
racter impaired by an account of a lu- 
dicrous perſecution, which, though it 
produces no ſcenes of horror or of ruin, 
yet, by inceſſant importunity of vex- 
ation, wears away my happineſs, and 
conſumes thoſe years which nature ſeems 
particularly to have aſſigned to cheerful- 
neſs, in ſilent anxiety and helpleſs re- 
ſentment. 

J am the eldeſt fon of a gentleman, 
who having inherited a large eſtate from 
His anceſtors, and feeling no deſire ei- 
ther to encreaſe or leflen it, has from the 
time of his marriage generally reſided 
at his own ſeat; where, by dividing his 
time among the duties of a father, a 
maſter, and a magiſtrate, the ſtudy of 
Hterature, and the offices of civility, he 
finds means to rid himſelf of the day, 
without any of thoſe amuſements, which 
all thoſe with whom my reſidence in this 
place has made me acquainted, think 
neceſſary to lighten the burthen of ex- 
iſtence. 

When my age made me capable of 
inſtruction, my father prevailed upon a 
gentleman, long known at Oxford for 
the extent of his learning and purity 
of his manners, to undertake my edu- 
cation. The regard with which I ſaw 
him treated, diſpoſed me to conſider his 
inſtructions as important, and I there- 
fore ſoon formed a habit of attention, by 
which I made very quick advances in 
different kinds of learning, and heard, 
perhaps too often, very flattering com- 
pariſons of my own proficiency with 
that of others, either leſs doeile by na- 
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notice of contemporaries, how little is it 
to be hoped from future times? What 
can merit effect by it's own force, when 
the help of art or friendſhip can ſcarcely 
ſupport it ? 


Hor, 


Ros cou ox. 


ture, or leſs happily forwarded by in. 
ſtruction. I was careſſed by all that 
exchanged viſits with my father; and as 
young men are with little difficulty 
taught to judge favourably of them. 
ſelves, began to think that cloſe appli. 
cation was no longer neceſſary, and that 
the time was now come when I was at 
liberty to read only for amuſement, and 
was to receive the reward of my fas 
tigues in praiſe and admiration. 
While I was thus banqueting upon 
my own perfections, and longing in 
ſecret to eſcape from tutorage, my fa- 
ther's brother came from London to 
mas a ſummer at his native place. A 
ucrative employment which he poſſeſſed, 
and a fondneſs for the converſation ard 
diverſions of the gay part of mankind, 
had fo long kept him from rural excur- 
ſions, that I had never feen him ſince 
my infancy. My curioſity was there- 
fore ſtrongly excited by the hope of ob- 
ſerving a character more nearly, whit 
I had hitherto only reverenced at a dil 
tance, 
From all private and intimate conver- 
ſation I was long withheld by the pet 
petual confluence of viſitants, wit 
whom the firſt news of my uncie's af. 
rival crowded the houſe; but was amp! 
recompenſed by ſeeing an exact ad 
punctilious practice of the arts of a cou 
tier, in all the ſtratagems of endear- 
ment, the gradations of reſpect, 2nd 
variations of courteſy. 1 remarks 
with what juſtice of $fribution he di. 
vided his talk to a wide circle; vi 
what addreſs he offered to every man 
occaſion of indulging ſome wy 
topick, or diſplaying ſome part 
attainment; the judgment with * 
he regulated his enquiries after the ” 
ſent; and rhe care with which he 2 
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how ſtrongly they were infixed in his 
memory, by the mention of paſt inci- 
dents, and the recital of puerile kind- 
neſſes, dangers, and frolicks. I ſoon 
diſcovered that he poſſeſſed ſome ſcience 
of graciouſneſs and attraction which 
books had not taught, and of which 
neither I nor my father had any know- 
Jedge; that he had the power of oblig- 
ing thoſe whom he did not benefit; that 
he diffuſed, upon his curſory behaviour 
and moſt trifling actions, a glols of ſoft- 
neſs and delicacy by which every onewas 
dazzled ; and that, by ſome occult me- 
thod of captivation, he animated the ti- 
morous, © frencd the ſupercilious, and 
opened the reſerved. I could not but 
repine at the inelegance of my own 
manners which left me no hopes but not 
to offend, and at the inefficacy of ruſ- 
tick benevolence which gained no friends 
but by real ſervice. 

My uncle ſaw the veneration with 
which I caught every accent of his 
voice, and watched every motion of his 
handz and the awkward diligence with 
which I endeavoured to imitate his em- 
brace of fondneſs, and his bow of re- 
ſpect. He was, like others, eaſily flat- 
tered by an imitator by whom he could 
not fear ever to be rivalled, and repaid 
my aſſiduities with compliments and 
profeſſions. Our fondneſs was fo in- 
creaſed by a mutual endeavour to pleaſe 
each other, that when he returned to 
London, he declared himſelf unable to 
leave a nephew ſo amiable and fo accom- 
pliſhed behind him; and obtained my 
father's permiſſion to enjoy my com- 
pany for a few months, by a promiſe 


to initiate me in the arts of politeneſs, 


and introduce me into publick life, 

The courtier had little inclination to 
fatigue, and, therefore, by travelling 
very ſlowly, afforded me time for more 
looſe and familiar converſation; but I 
ſoon found, that by a few enquiries 
which he was not well prepared to ſa- 
tisty, I had made him weary of his 
young companion, His element was a 
allembly, where ceremony and 
ealths, compliments and common to- 
picks, kept the tongue employed with 
very little aſſiſtance from memory or re- 

exion; but in the chariot, where he 


| Was neceſſitated to ſupport a regular te- 


tour of converſation, without any re- 
let rom a new comer, or any power of 


$ into gay digreſſions, or deſtroy- 
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ai the companions of his early years 
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ing argument by a jeſt, he ſoon diſco- 
vered that poverty of ideas which had 
been hitherto concealed under the tin{l 


of politeneſs. The firſt day he enter - 
tained me with the novelties and won- 


ders with which I ſhould be aſtoniſhc4 


at my entrance into London, and ca 
tioned me, with apparent admiration of 
his own wiſdom, againſt the arts b 
which ruſticity is 9 deluded. 
The ſame detail and the ſame advice he 
would have repeated on the ſecond day; 
but as I every moment diverted the diſ- 
courſe to. the hiſtory of the towns by 
which we paſſed, or. ſome other ſubject 
of learning or of reaſon, he ſoon loſt 
his vivacity, grew peeviſh and filent, 
wrapped his cloak about him, compoſed 
himſelf to ſlumber, and reſerved his 
gaiety for fitter auditors, 

At length I entered London, and my 
uncle was reinſtated in his ſuperiority. 
He awaked at once to loquacity as ſoon 
as our wheels rattled on the pavement, 
and told me the name of every ſtreet ag 
we croſſed it, and owner of everyhouſe 
as we paſſed by. He preſented me to 
my aunt, a lady of great eminence for 
the number of her acquaintances, and 
ſplendor of her aſſemblies, and either 
in kindneſs or revenge conſulted with 
her, in my preſence, how I might be 
molt advantageouſly dreſſed for my firſt 
appearance, and molt expeditiouſly diſ- 
encumbered from my villatick baſhful- 
neſs. My indignation at familiarity 
thus contemptuous fluſhed in my face; 
they miſtook anger for ſhame, and al- 
ternately exerted their influence upon 
the benefits of publick education, and 
the happineſs of an aſſurance early ac- 
quired. 

Aſſurance is indeed the only qualifi- 
cation to which they ſeem to have an- 
nexed merit, and afſurance therefore is 
perpetually recommended to me as the 
ſupply of every defect and the orna- 
ment of every excellence. I never fit 
ſilent in company when ſecret hiſtory is 
circulating, but I am reproached for 
want of aſſurance, If I fail to return 
the ſtated anſwer to a compliment; if I 
am diſconcerted by unexpected raillery ; 
if I bluſh when I am ditcovered gazing 
on a beauty, or heſitate when I find my- 
ſelf embarraſſed in an argument; if I 
am unwilling to talk of what I do not 
underſtand, or timorous in undertaking 
offices which I cannot gracefully per- 
form; if I ſuffer a more lively tatler ta 
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recount the caſuaſties of a game, or a 
nimbler fop to pick up a fan, I am cen- 
ſured between pity and contempt, as a 
wretch doomed to grovel in obſcurity 
for want of aſſurance. 

I have found many young perſons 
haraſſed in the ſame manner, by thoſe 
to whom age has given nothing but the 
allurance which they recommend; and 


No CLXVIII. SATURDAY, AUGUST 17, 1751. 


ME PATER SXVIS ONERET CATENIS 

QUOD VIRO CLEMENS MISERO PEPERCI, 

ME VEL EXTREMIS NUMIDARUM IN OR1$S : 
CLASSE RELEGETs» 


ME LET MY FATHER LOAD WITH CHAINS, 

OR BANISH TO "NUMIDIA'S FARTHEST PLAINS! 
MY CRIME, THAT I A LOYAL WIFE, 

IN XIND COMPASSION STAR D MY HUSBAND'S LIFE. 


OLITICIANS remark, that no 
oppreſſion is ſo heavy or laſting as 
that which is inflited by the perverſion 
and exorbitance of legal authority. 
The robber may be ſeized, and the in- 
vader repelled, whenever they are found; 
they Who pretend no right but that of 
force, may by force be puniſhed or ſup- 
preſſed. But when plunder hears the 
name of impoſt, and murder is perpe- 
tuated by a judicial ſentence, fortitude 
is intimidated, and wiſdom confounded ; 
reſiſtance ſhrinks from an alliance with 
rebcilion, and the villain remains ſe- 
cure in the robes vf the magiſtrate, 
Equally dangerous and equally de- 
teſtable arc the cruelties often exerciſed 
in private families, under the venerable 
ſanction of paternal authority; the pow- 
er which we are taught to honour from 
the firſt moments of reaſon ; which is 
guarded from inſult and violation by all 
thut can impreſs awe upon the mind of 
man; and which therefese may wanton 
in cruelty without controul, and tram- 
ple the bounds of right with innumera- 
ble tranſgreſſions, before duty and piety 
will dare to ſeek redreſs, or think them- 
ſelves at liberty to recur to any other 
means of deliverance than ſupplications 
by which inſolence is elated, and tears 
by which cruelty is gratified. 
It was for a long time imagined by 


the Romans, that no ſon could be the 


murderer of his father; and they had 
there fore no. puniſhment appropriated to 
parricide. They ſeem likewiſe to have 
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out hex cries ip tettianopy of dependence 
wihoit 


therefore cannot but think it uſeful tg 
inform them, that cowardice and deli. 
cacy are not to be confounded ; and har 
he whoſe ſtupidity has armed him againſt 
the ſhafts of ridicule, will always ag 
and ſpeak with greater audacity, than 
they whoſe ſenſibility repreſſes their ar 
dor, and who dare never let their con. 
fidence outgrow their abilities, 


Hor. 


FRANCIS. 


believed with equal confidence, that no 
father could be cruel to his child ; and 
therefore they allowed every man the 
ſupreme judicature in his own houſe, 
and put the lives of his offspring ints 
his hands. But experience informed 
them by degrees, that they had deter- 
mined too haſtily in favour of human 
nature; they found that inſtinct and ha- 
bit were not able to contend with ava- 
rice or malice; that the neareſt relation 
might be violated z and that power, to 
whomſoever intruſted, might be ill em- 
ployed. They were therefore obliged 
to ſupply and to change their inſtitu- 
tions; to deter the parricide by a new 
law, and to transfer capital puniſhments 
from the parent to the magiſtrate. 
There are indeed many houſes which 
it is impoſſible to enter familiarly, with- 
out difcovering that. parents are by no 
means exempt from .the intoxications 
of dominion; and that he who is in 0 
danger of hearing remonſtrances but 
from his own conſcience, will ſeldom be 
long without the art of controlling l 
couvictions, and modifying juſtice bf 
his own will. | 
If in any ſituation the heart were in. 
acceſſible to malignity, it might be ſup 
poſed to be ſufficiently ſecured by paren- 
tal relation. To have voluntarily be. 
come to any being the occaſion of it's 
exiſtence, produces an obligation to male 
that exiſtence happy · To ſee helple(s n. 
fancyſtretching out her hands and pours 


[tg a a2 
0 without any powers to alarm jealouſy, 
hat or any guilt to alienate affection, muſt 
inſt ſurely awaken tenderneſs in every hu- 
at man mind; and tenderneſs once excit- 
han ed will be hourly increaſed by the natu- 
Aſs W ral contagion of felicity, by the reper- 
on- W cuſſion of communicated pleaſure, by 
W the conſciouſneſs of the dignity of be- 
W nefation. I believe no generous or be- 
nevolent man can ſee the vileſt animal 
W courting his regard, and ſhrinking at 
| be, anger, playing his gambols of de- 
W light before him, calling on him in diſ- 
4 treſs, and flying to him in danger, with- 
out more kindneſs than he can perſuade 
W himſelf to feel for the wild and unſo- 
cial inhabitants of the air and water. 
We naturally endear to ourſelves thoſe 
to whom we impart any kind of plea- 
N ſure, becauſe we imagine their affection 
and eſteem ſecured to us by the benefits 
hich they receive. 
at no = There is indeed another method by 
z and ich the pride of ſuperiority may be 
n the likewiſe gratified. He that has extin- 
houſe, I roiſhed all the ſenſations of humanity, 
ig inte and has no longer any ſatisfa&ion in the 
ormed WiWefle ion that he is loved as the diſtri- 
deter- butor of happineſs, may pleaſe him- 
human Welf with exciting terror as the inflictor 
nd ha- f pain: he may delight his ſolitude 
h av3- ith contemplating the extent of his 
elation Power and the force of his commands, 
wer, to n imagining the deſires that flutter on 
ill em- ee tongue which is forbidden to utter 
obliged em, or the diſcontent which preys on 
inſtitu- e heart in which fear confines it: he 
a new Way amuſe himſelf with new contriv- 
ments res of detection, multiplications of 
8 oſübition, and varieties of puniſhment; 
s which a Gvell with exultation When he con- 
y, wit! ho little of the homage that he 
e by 10 ctives he owes to choice. 
cications That princes of this character have 
is in 10 den known, the hiſtory of all abſolute 
ces but ngdoms will inform us; and ſince, as 
eldom be Wiltotle obſerves “ 5 deve! 1014 gy a 
Ming bis * the govergment of a family is na- 
\ſtice bf turally monarchical, it is like other 
: onarchies too often arbitrarily admi- 
were in· ſered. - The regal and parental ty- 
t be ſup- nt differ only in the extent of their do- 
| xr 28 and the number of their ſlaves. 
tarily be. $ lame paſſions cauſe the ſame miſe- 
on of its i except that ſeldom any prince, 
on to male wever deſpotick, has ſo far Haken off 
elpleſs n. we of the publick eye, as to venture 
þd pouring on thoſe freaks of injuſtice, which are 
ndenc% ſerwes indulged under the ſecrecy 
who private dwelling. Capricious in- 
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junctions, partial deciſions, unequal al- 
lotments, diſtributions of reward not by 
merit but by fancy, and puniſhments re- 
gulated uot by the degree of the offence, 
but by the humour ofthe judge, are too 
frequent where no power is known but. 
that of a father. 

That he delights in the miſery of 
others no man will confeſs ; and yet 
what other. motive can make a father 
cruel? The king may be inſtigated by 
one man to the Jeltruion of another ; 
he may ſometimes think himſelf endan- 
gered by the virtues of a ſubject; he 
may dread the ſucceſsful general or the 
popular orator ; his avarice may point 
out golden confiſcations; and his guilt 
may whiſper that he can only be ſecure 
by cutting off all power of revenge. 

But what can a parent hope from the 
oppreſſion of thoſe who were born to his 
protection, of thoſe who can diſturb him 
with no competition, who can enrich 
him with no ſpoils? Why cowards are 
cruel may be eaſily diſcovered ; but for 
what reaſon, not more infamous than 
cowardice, can that man delight in op- 
preſſion who has nothing to fear? 

he unjuſtifiable ſeverity of a parent 
is loaded with this aggravation, that 
thoſe whom he injures are always in his 
ſight. The injuſtice of a prince is often 
exerciſed upon thoſe of whom he never 
had any perſonal or particular know- 
ledge; and the ſentence which he pro- 
nounces, whether of baniſhment, im- 
priſonment, or death, removes from his 
view the man whom he condemns. But 
the domeſtick oppreſſor dooms himfelf 
to gaze upon thoſe faces which he clouds 
with terror and with ſorrow; and beholds 
every moment the effects of his own bar- 
barities. He that can bear to give con- 
tinual pain to thoſe who ſurround him, 
and can walk with ſatisfaction in the 
loom of his own preſence; he that can 
fee ſubmiſſive miſery without relenting, 
and meet without emotion the eye that 
implores mercy, or demands juſtice, will 
ſcarcely be amended by remonſtrance or 
admonition; he has found means of ſtop= 
ping the avenues of tenderneſs, and arm- 
ing his heart againſt the force of rea- 
ſon, 

Even though no conſideration ſhould 
be paid to the great law of ſocial beings, 
by which every individual is command- 
ed to conſult the happineſs of others, 


yet the harſh parent is leſs to be vindi- 
cated than any other criminal, Oy | 


Vu 
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he leſs eng for the happineſs of him- 


ſelf. Every man, however little he 
loves others, would willingly be loved; 
every man hopes to Jive long, and there- 
fore hopes for that time at which he ſhall 
ſink back to imbecility, and muſt de- 
pend for eaſe and cheerfulneſs upon the 
officiouſneſs of others. But how has 
he obviated the inconveniences of old 
age, who alientes from him the aſſiſt- 
ance of his children, and whoſe bed muſt 
be ſurrounded in his laſt hours, in the 
hours of languor and dejection, of im- 
patience and of pain, by ſtrangers to 
whom his life is indifferent, or by ene- 
mies to whom his death is deſirable? 


THE RAMBLER. 


Piety will indeed, in good minds, ore. 
come provocation, and thoſe who hays 
been haraſſed by brutality will forget the 
injuries which they have ſuffered, ſo fit 
as to perform the laſt duties with ala. 
crity and zeal. But ſurely no reſent. 
ment can be equally painful with kind. 
neſs thus undeſerved, nor can ſeverer 
puniſhment be imprecated upon a m 
not wholly loſt in meanneſs and ſtupi 
dity, than, through the tediouſneſs of 
decrepitude, to be reproached by the 
kindneſs of his own children, to receive 
not the tribute but the alms of attend. 
ance, and to owe every relief of his mi. 
{eries, not to gratitude but to mercy, 
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YOU WONDER NOW THAT NO MAN SEK S 


on 

wh: 

QUOD NON SIT PYLADES HOC TEMPORE, NON SIT ORESTES * 
MIR ARIS PYLADES, MARCE, BIBEBAT Toru. * 
NEC MELIOR PANIS, TURDUSVE DABATUR ORESTI : - 
SED PAR, ATQUE EADEM COENA DUOBUS E141. * 
TE CADMEA TYROS, ME PINGVIS GALLIA VESTIT : the) 
VIS TE PURPUREUM, MARCE, SAGATUS AMEM ? cher 
UT PRASTEM PYLADEN, ALIQUIS MIJHI PRESTET ORESTEN It n; 
ROC NON SIT VERBIS: MARCE, UT AMERIS, AMA, qua 
inte 


SUCH FRIENDS AS THOSE OF ANTIENT GREECE. 


HERE LAY THE POINT 


ORESTES' MEAT 


WAS JUST THE SAME AIS FRIEND DID KAT; 


NOR CAN IT YET BE FOUND, HIS WINE 
WAS BETTER, PYLADES, THAN THINEs 
IN HOME-SPUN RUSSET 1 AM DREST, 
YOUR CLOTH is ALWAYS OF THE BEST 
BUT, HONEST MARCUS, IF YOU PLEASE 
TO CHUSE ME FOR YOUR PYLADES, 
REMEMBER, WORDS ALONE ARE VAIN 
LOVE=—IF YOU WOY'D BE LUY'D AGAIN. 


TO THE RAMBLER. 
elRg 


N O depravity of the mind has been 
more frequently or juſtly cenſured 
2 Ingratitude. There is indeed ſuf- 
beient reaſon for looking on thoſe that 
can return evil for good, and repay 
kindneſs and aſſiſtance with hatred or 
negle&, as corrupted beyond the com- 
mon degrees of wickedneſs ; nor will he 
who has once been clearly detected in 


acts of injury to his benefaRor, deſerve 


to be numbered among ſocial beings ; 
he has endeavoured to deſtroy confidence, 
to intercept ſympathy, and to turn every 
man's attention hol! on himſelf. 
There is always danger leſt the ho- 
neſt abhorrence of a crime ſhould raiſe 


F. Lx Ws. 


the paſſions with too much violent 
againſt the man to whom it is imputed. 
In proportion as guilt is more enormous, 
it ought to be aſcertained by ſtronger 
evidence. The charge againſt ingrat! 
tude is very general; almoſt every mal 
can tell what favours he has coafent 
upon inſenſibility, and how much haps 
pom 2h has r without 2 ; 
ut perhaps, if theſe patrons and pie” 
"Tan —. 1 with any whon 
they boaſt of having befriended, it woul 
often appear that they conſulted onl 
their pleaſure or vanity, and rep 
e me their petty donatives by g 
tifications of inſolence and indu 
of contempt. : 
It has happened that much of my time 


has ber in a dependent ſtate, 
s been paſſed in a dep equa 


OVer- 


ne. 4 conſequently I have received many fa. 


W yours in the opinion of thoſe at whoſe 


et the expence I have been maintained; yet I 
* . do not feel in my heart any burning gra- 
. = 


W tirude or tumultuous affection ; and, as 


e W 1 would not willingly ſuppoſe myſelf 
nd. tes ſuſceptible of virtuous N than 
everer che reſt of mankind, I ſhall lay the hiſ- 
A > of my life before you, that you 
* may, by your judgment of my conduct, 


either reform or confirm my preſent ſen- 


dy the WS .. 
eceive AR (ments: : 6 

" WE My father was the ſecond fon of a 
ttend. Wl : ealthy famil H 
* very ancient and wealthy family. e 


married a lady of equal birth, whoſe 
© fortune, joined to his own, might have 
© ſupported his poſterity in honour ; but 
© being gay and ambitious, he prevailed 
1. on his friends to procure him a polt, 
which gave him an opportunity of diſ- 
playing his elegance and politeneſs. My 
mother was equally pleaſed with ſplen- 
dor, and equally careleſs of expence; 
they both juſtified their profuſion to 
E themſelves, by endeavouring to believe 
it neceſſary to the extenſion of their ac- 
Wquaintance, and improvement of their 
intereſt; and whenever any place be- 
came vacant, they expected to be repaid. 
In the midſt of theſe hopes my father 
vas ſnatched away by an apoplexy; and 
my mother, who had no pleature but in 
Edreſs, equipage, aſſemblies, and com- 
' — faking that ſhe could live no 
longer in her accuſtomed rank, funk 
into dejection, and in two years wore 
gout her life with envy and diſcontent. 
& I was ſent with a fiſter, one ue 
younger than myſelf, to the elder bro- 
der of my father. We were not yet 
able of obſerving how much fortune 


rey. 


K 3 70 
nou ufluences affection, but flattered our- 
umputes. elves on the road with the tenderneſs 


enormous, 
V ſtrongek 
ſt ingrat! 
every mu 
coate \ 
nuch haps 
t retum 


nd regard with which we ſhould be 
treated by our uncle. Our reception 
rather frigid than malignant; we 
ere introduced to our young couſins, 
d for the firſt month more frequently 
onſoled than upbraided ; but in a ſhort 
me we found our prattle repreſſed, our 


and 3 pes neglected, our endearments unre- 
ny * f arded, and our requeſts referred to the 
, it * duſe· keeper. f 

ay The forms of decency were now vio- 
Z 5 , and every day produced new in- 
waer uts. We were ſoon brou ght to the 


ceſſity of receding from our imagined 
Quality with our couſins, to whom we 
nk into humble companions without 


"ce or influence, expected only to 


C4 my time 
ſtate, 1 
n/cquent 
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echo their opinions, facilitate their de- 
fires, and accompany their rambles. It 
was unfortunate that our early introduc- 
tion into polite company, and habitual 
knowledge of the arts of civility, had 
given us ſuch an appearance of ſuperi- 
ority to the awkward baſhfulneſs of our 
relations, as naturally drew reſpect and 
preference from every ſtranger; and my 
aunt was forced to aflert the dignity of 
her own children while they were ſculk- 
ing in corners for fear of notice, and 
hanging down their heads in ſilent con- 
fuſion, by relating the indiſcretion of 
our father, diſplaying her own kindneſs, 
lamenting the milery of birth without 
eſtate, and declaring her anxiety for our 
future proviſion, and the expedients 
which ſhe had formed to ſecure us from 
thoſe follies or crimes, to which the con- 
junction of pride and want often gives 
occaſion. In a ſhort time care was 
taken to prevent ſuch vexatious miſ- 
takes; we were told, that fins clothes 
would only fill our heads with falle 
expectations, and our dreſs was therefore 
accommodated to our fortune. 
Childhood is not eaſily dejected or 
mortificd. We felt no laſting pain 
from inſolence or neglect ; but findin 
that we were favoured and ns 
by all whoſe intereſt did not prompt 
— to diſcountenance us, preſerved our 
vivacity and ſpirit to years of greater 
ſenſibility. It then became irk ſome and 
diſguſting to live without any principle 
of action but the will of another, and 
we often met privately in the garden to 
lament our condition, and to eale our 
hearts with mutual narratives of caprice, 
peeviſhnels, and affront. | 
There are innumerable” modes of in- 
ſult and tokens of contempt, for which 
it is not eaſy to find a name, which va- 
niſh to nothing in an attempt to deſcribe 
them, and yet may, by continual repeti- 
tion, make day paſs after day in ſorrow 
and in terror. Phraſes of curſory com- 
2 and eſtabliſhed ſalutation may, 
y a different modulation of the voice, 
or caſt of the countenance, convey con- 
trary meanings, and be changed from 
indications of reſpect to expreſſions of 
ſcorn. The dependent who cultivates 
delicacy in himſelf very little conſults 
his own tranquillity. My unhappy vi- 
gilance is every moment diſcovering 
ſome petulance of accent, or arrogance 
of mien, ſome vehemence of interroga- 
tion, or quickneſs of reply, that recalls 
Uuz my 
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m to my mind, and which I 
feel u I know not how to 
reſent it. 

You are not however to imagine, that 
J think myſelt. diſcharged from the du- 
ties of gratitude, only becauſe my rela- 
tions do not adjuſt their looks, or tune 
their voices, to my expectation. The 
inſolence of benefaction terminates not 
in negative rudeneſs or obliquities of in- 
ſult. I am often told in expreſs terms 
of the miſeries from which charity has 
Matched me, while multitudes are ſuf- 
fered 'by relations equally near to de- 
volve upon the varith; and haye more 
than once heard it numbered among 
other favours, that I am admitted to the 
tame table with my couſins. 

That I fit at the firſt table I muſt 
acknowledge, but I fit there only that I 
may feel the ſtings of inferiority. My 
enquiries are neglected, my opinion is 
overborne, my aſſertions are controvert- 
ed; and as inſolence always propagates 
itſelf, the ſervants overlook me, in imi- 
tation of their maſter; if I call modeſtly, 
I am not heard; if loudly, my uſurpa- 
tion of authority is checked by a general 
frown. I am often obliged to look un- 
invited upon delicacies, and ſometimes 
deſired to riſe upon very ſlight pretences. 

The incivilities to which I am ex- 
poſed would give me leſs pain, were 
they not aggravated by the tears of my 
ſiſter, whom the young ladies are hourly 
tormenting with every art of feminine 
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perſecution. 


As it is ſaid of the l. | 
preme magiſtrate of Venice, that he is 4 
prince in one place ard a ſlave in an. 
other; my ſiſter is a ſervant to her coufyy 
in their apartments, and a companion 
only at the table. Her wit and but 
draw ſo much regard away from them, 
that they nb ver ſuffer her to ap;» +; wih 
them in any place where they {oc 
notice, or expect admiration ; an! when 
they are viſited by neighbouring ladies, 
and paſs their hours in domeſtick amule. 
ments, ſhe is ſometimes called to fill x 
vacancy, inſulted with contemptuouy 
freedoms, and diſmiſſed to her nee 
when her place is ſupplied, The her 
has of late, by the inſtigation of his 
ſiſters, begun to haraſs her with clownih WE 
jocularity; he ſeems: inclined to mat: IE 
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r 
his firſt rude eſſays of waggery upa \ 
her; and by the connivance, if not a. « 
couragement of his father, treats her y 
with ſuch licentious brutality, as I cannet v 
bear, though I cannot puniſh it. EF 

I beg to be informed, Mr. Rambler, a 

how much we can be ſuppoſed to on p 

to beneficence, exerted on terms l v 

theſe ? to beneficence which pollutes it's tt 

gifts with contumely, and may be tri fl 

aid to pander to pride? I would willing: U 

ly be told, whether inſolence does 50 ci 

reward it's own liberalities, and whether C( 
he that exacts ſervility can with juſtce 

at the ſame time expect affection p. 

1 am, ir, Ec. a 
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1 

c 

. 

W hi 

= Ju 

m 

LUCAN. 3 1 

h 


BESTOW'D BY HEAV'Ny, BUT s ETL DOM UNDERSTOOD. 


Sdaily experience makes it evident 
that misfortunes are unavoidabl 

incident to human life, that calamity will 
neither be repelled by fartitude, nor 
eſcaped by flight; neither awed hy great- 
neſs, nor eluded by obſcurity ; philoſo- 
phers have endeavoured to reconcile us 
to that condition which they cannot 
teach us to mend, by perſuading ug that 
molt of our evily are made afflictive only 
by ignorance or perverſeneſs, and that 


nature has annexed to every viciſſitude 


of external circuraſtanees ſome advan- 


Ro. 


tage ſufficient to overbalance all it's i. 
conveniences. 
This attempt may perhaps be juſt 
ſuſpected of reſemblance to the practi 
of phyſicians, who, when th. y can 
mitigate pain, deſtroy ſenſibility, and 
endeavour to conceal by opiates the ue. 
ficacy of their other medicines. 
panegyriſts of calamity have more l. 
quently gained applauſe to their n. 
than acquieſcence to their arguments 
nor has it appeared that the molt Mull 
cal oratory or ſubtle ratiociuation "i 


* 


\ 


he fu, been able long to over power the anguiſh taking, than the hope of filling their 
he is 1 of oppreſſion, the tediouinels of languor, fancy with new images, of clearing their 
in m. or the longings of want. doubts, and enlightening their recalon. 
coun: Vet it may be generally remarked, When Jaſon, in Valerius Flaccus, 
ani that where much has been attempted, would incline the young Prince Aeaitus 
buy fomething has been performed; though to accompany him in the firft effry of 
1 then, che diſcoveries or acquiſitions of manare navigation, he diſperſes his apprehen- 
+: with WS not always adequate to the expectations ſions of danger by repreſenta ions cf 
loch of his pride, they are at leaſt ſufficient the new tracts of earth and heaven which 
! when to animate his induſtry. The antidotes the expedition would ſpread betore their 
; ladies, RE with which philoſophy has medicated eyes; and tells him with what grief he 
- amuſe. the cup of life, though they cannot give will hear, at their return, of the c.un- 
to fill it lalubrity and ſweetneſs, have at leaſt tries which they ſhall have ſeen, and the | 
nptuous allayed it's bitterneſa, and contempered toils which they have ſurmounted. 
r needle it's malignity; the balm which ſhe drops 
[he her . upon the wounds of the mind abates O quantum terre, quantum cog no ſcere cœlj. 
of his WE their pain, though it cannot heal them. Permiſ un eſt ! pelagus guantos aperinius in 
clowi ARS By fuffering willingly what we can- uſus ! 


to make E not avoid, we ſecure ourſelves from Nun, ſun grave rerizepus: ſed [eta recurret 
TY pen 4 vain and immoderate diſquiet 3 we pre- Cum rats & caram cum jan mibi reddct Jolcmn 


not en- | ſerve for better purpoſes that ſtrength Rus puder ben neftro til i tunc audire labores! ; 

eats bet which would be unprofitably watted in Ryan re ram viſas tua per ſuſpiria gentes! | 
; Icannct WS wild efforts of deſperation, and main- Led by our ſtars, what tracts immenſe wr | 
6 W tain that circumſpection which may en- trace ! | | 
Rambler, able us to ſeize every ſupport, and im- From ſeas remote, what funds of ſcience rai{-? 
1 to owe prove every alleviation. This calmneſs A pain to thought! but when th? hervick band 1 
ums like will be more eaſily obtained, as the at- Returns applauded to their native dund, | 
lutes it's WS tention is more powerfully withdrawn A lite domeſtick you will then deploce, | 
be traly WE from the contemplation of unmingled And ſigh, while I deſcribe the various ſhore. 
] willing: vnabated evil, and diverted to thoſe ac- | Epw. Cavr. 
does n cidental benefits which prudence may 
{ whether confer on every ſtate. Acaſtus was ſoon prevailed upon by 
ith juſtice BE Seneca has attempted not only to his curioſity to ſet rocks and hardſhips 
on? pacify us in misfortune, but almoſt to at defiance, and commit his life to tir: 

= allure us to it, by repreſenting it as ne- winds ; and the {ame motives have in all 
RDULUS. UE ceſſary to the pleaſures of the mind. ages had the ſame effect upon thoſe whom 


He that never was acquainted with ad- the defire of fame or wildom has diſ- 
© verſity,” ſays he, © has ſeen the world tinguiſhed from the lower orders of man- 
© but on one ſide, and is ignorant of kind. 


to © half the ſcenes of nature.” He invites If therefore it can be proved that diſ- 
his pupil to calamity, as the Syrens al- trels is neceſſary to the attainment of 
lured the paſſenger to their coats, by pro- knowledge, and that a happy fituation 
miüng that he ſhall return Tar ene, hides from us fo large a part of the field 
with increaſe of knowledge, with en- of meditation, the envy of man who re- 
larged views, and multiplied ideas. pine at the ſight of affluence and ſplen- 
& Curiofity is, in great and generous dor will be much diminiſhed ; for tuch 
+ minds, the firſt paſſion and the laſt ; and is the delight of mental ſuperiority, that 
Wirst. $ perhaps always predominates in propor- none on whom nature or ſtudy have con- | 
a tion to the ſtrength of the contemplative ferred it, would purchaſe the giſts of for- | 
s be juli facuities, He who ealily comprehends tune by it's loſs. 4 
be prada all that is before him, and ſoon ex- It is certain, that however the rhe- 1 
h Ln hauſts any fingle ſubject, is always torick of Seneca may have dreſſed ad- 4 
vilty ind eager for new enquiries z and in propor- verſity with extrinſick ornaments, he has | 
dein! tion as the intellectual eye takes in a juſtly repreſented it as affording ſome ' 1 
2 . wider proſpect, it muſt be gratified with opportunities of obſervation, which can- 
* * variety by more rapid flights, and bolder not be found in continual ſucceſs; he 
their wit excurhons ; nor perhaps can there be has truly aſſerted, that to eſcape misfor- 
gone propoled to thoſe who have been accuſ- tune is to want inſtruction, and that to | 
molt mul fomed to the pleaſyres of thought, a live at caſe is to live in ignorance. _ l 
nation Ma ſpore powerful incĩtement to any under= As no man can enjoy happ:nefs * | 
heed | ou | 
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out thinking that he enjoys it, the ex- 

ience of calamity is neceflary to a 
Juſt ſenſe of better "Meg for the good 
of our preſent ſtate is merely compara- 
tive, A the evil whichevery man feels 
will be ſufficient to diſturb and haraſs 
Him, if he does not know how much he 
eſcapes. The luſtre of diamonds is in- 
vigorated by the interpoſition of darker 
bodies; the lights of a picture are creat- 
ed by the ſhades. The higheſt pleaſure 
which nature has indulged to ſenſitive 
perception, is that of reſt after fatigue; 

that ſtate which labour heightens 
into delight is of itſelf only ma and 
$s incapable of ſatisfying the mind with- 
out the ſuperaddition of diverſified 
amuſements. 

Proſperity, as is truly aſſerted by 
Seneca, very much obſtrufts the know- 
ledge of ourſelves. No man can form 
a juſt eſtimate of his own powers by 
unactive ſpeculation. That fortitude 
which has encountered no dangers, that 
prudence which has ſurmounted no dit- 
ficulties, that integrity which has been 
attacked by no temptations, can at beſt 
be conſidered but as gold not yet brought 
to the teſt, of which therefore the true 
value cannot be aſſigned. He that 
* traverſcs the liſts without an adverſary, 
5 may receive, ſays the philoſopher, 
v the reward of victory, but he has no 
« pretenſions to the honour.* If it be 
the higheſt happineſs of man to con- 
template himſelf with jatisraction, and 
to receive the gratulations of his own 


conſcience, he whoſe courage has made 
way amidſt the turbulence o oppolition, 
and whoſe vigour has broken through 
the ſnares of diſtreſs, has many adyan. 
tages over thoſe that have ſlept in the 
ſhades of indolence, and whole retro. 
ſpect of time can entertain them with 
nothing but day. riſing upon day, and 
year ghding after year. 

Equally neceſſary is ſome variety of 
fortune to a nearer inſpe&ion of the 


manners, principles, and affections of 


mankind. Princes, when they would 
know the opinions or grievances of their 
ſubjects, find it neceſſary to ſteal away 
from guards and attendants, and mingle 
on equa] terms among the people. To 
him who is known to have the power of 
doing good or harm, nothing is ſhown 
in it's natural form. The behaviour of 
all that approach him is regulated by 
his humour, their narratives are adapt. 
ed to his inclination, and their reaſon- 
ings determined by his opinions ; what- 
ever can alarm ſuſpicion, or excite 1e- 
ſentment, is carefully ſupprefſed, and 
nothing appears but uniformity of ſenti- 
ments and ardour of affection. It may 
be obſerved that the unvaried complai- 
ſance which ladies have the right of ex- 
acting, keeps them“ generally unſkilled 
in human nature; proſperity will always 
enjoy the female prerogatives, and there- 
fore muſt be always in danger of female 
ignorance. Truth is ſcarcely to be 
heard, but by thoſe from whom it cas 
ſerve no intereſt to conccal it. 
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BUT WRAPT IN ERROR IS THE HUMAN MIND, 
AND HUMAN BLISS 1S EVER INSECURE 2 

KNOW WE WHAT FOR TUNE YET REMAINS BEHIND ? 
KNOW WE HOW LONG THE PRESENT SHALL ENDURE ? 


* 


T HE writers of medicine and phyſi- 
ology have traced, with great ap- 
pearance of accuracy, the effects of time 
upon the human bedy, by marking the 
various periods of the conſtitution, and 


the ſeveral ſtages by which animal life 


Wrsr. 


makes it's progreſs from infancy to de. 
crepitude. Though their obſervations 
have not enabled them to diſcover hon 
manhood may be accelerated, or old age 
retarded, yet ſurely, if they be conſider- 


2 rioſity, 
ed only as the amuſcments of cu hey 
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ures on things more remote, with 
5 es of Mn fred ſtars, and calcu. 
lations of thz bulk of planets. 

It had been a taſk worthy of the 
moral philoſophers to have conſidered 
with equal care the climactericks of the 
mind ; to have pointed out the time at 
which every paſhon begins and ceaſes to 

redominate, and noted the regular vari- 
ations of deſire, and the ſucceſſion of one 
appetite to another. 

The periods of mental change are not 
to be ſtated with equal certainty : our 
bodies grow up ar the care of na- 
ture, and depend fo little on our own 
management, that ſomething more than 
negligence is neceſſary to diſcompole 
their ſtructure, or impede their vigour, 
But our minds are committed in a great 
meaſure firſt to the direction of others, 
and afterwards of ourſelves. It would 
be difficult to protract the weakneſs of 
infancy beyond the uſual time, but the 
mind may be very eaſily hindered from 
it's ſhare of improvement, and the bulk 
and ſtrength of manhood muſt, without 
the aſſiſtance of education and inſtruc- 
tion, be informed only with the under- 
ſanding of a child. 

Yet amidſt all the diſorder and in- 
equality which variety of ditcipline, ex- 
ample, converſation, and employment, 
produce in the intellectual advances of 
different men, there is {till diſcovered by 
2 vigilant ſpectator, ſuch a general and 
remote ſimilitude, as may be expected 
in the ſame common nature affected by 
external circumſtances indefinitely va- 
ried, We all enter the world in equal 
grey gaze round about us on the 

ame objects, and have our firſt pains 
and pleaſures, our firſt hopes and tears, 


our firſt averſions and deſires, from the 


lame cauſes; and though, as we pro- 
cecd farther, life opens wider proſpects 


do our view, and accidental impulſes 


termine us to different paths; yet as 
every mind, however vigorous or ab- 

cted, is neceſſitated, in it's preſent 
ate of union, to receive it's informa- 
tons, and execute it's purpoſes, by the 
intervention of the body, the uniformity 
A Our corporeal nature communicates 
itſelf to our intellectual operations; and 
oſe whoſe abilities or knowledge in- 
cine them moſt to deviate from the 
deneral round of life, are recalled from 
CTY by the laws of their exiſt- 
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If we conſider the exerciſes of the 
mind, it will be found that in each part 
of lite ſome particular faculty is more 
eminently employed. When the trea- 
ſures of knowledge are firſt opened be- 
fore us ; while novelty blooms alike on 
either hand, and every thing equally 
unknown and unexamined ſeems of 
equal value, the power of the ſoul is 
principally Lil in a vivacious and 
deſultory curioſity, She applies by 
turns to every object, enjoys it for a 
ſhort time, and flies with equal ardour 
to another. She. delights to catch up 
looſe and unconnected ideas, but ſtarts 
away from ſyſtems and complications 
which would obſtru& the rapidity of her 
tranſitions, and detain her long in the 
ſame purſuit. 

When a number of diftin&t images 
are collected by theſe erratick and haſty 
ſurveys, the fancy is buſied in arrang- 
ing them; and combines them into pleaſ- 
ing pictures with more reſemblance to 
the realities of life as experience ad- 
vances, and new obſervations rectify 
the former. While the judgment is 
yet uninformed, and ùnable to compare 
the draughts of fiction with their ori- 
ginals, we are delighted with impro- 
bable adventures, impractieable virtues, 
and inimitable characters: but in pro- 
portion as we have more opportunities 
of acquainting ourſelves with * na- 
ture, we are ſooner diſguſted with co- 

ies in which there appears no reſem- 

lance. We firſt diſcard abſurdity and 
impoſſibility, then exact greater and 
greater degrees of probability, but at laſt 
become cold and inſenſible to the charms 
of falſehood, however ſpecious, and from 
the imitations of truth, which are never 
perfect, transfer our affection to truth 
A 

Now commences the reign of judg- 
ment or reaſon ; we begin to find little 
picaſure but in comparing arguments, 
ſtating propoſitions, diſentangling per- 
plexities, clearing ambiguities, and de- 
ducing conſcquences. The painted 
vales of imagination are deſerted, and 
our intellectual activity is exerciſed in 
winding through the labyrinths of fal- 
lacy, and toiling with firm and cautious 
ſteps up the narrow tracks of demon- 
ſtration. Whatever may lull vigilance, 
or miſlead attention, is contemptuoufl 
rejected, and every diſguiſe in whict 
error may be concealed is carefully ob- 
ſeryed, till by degrees a certain _—__ 
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of inconteſtable or unſuſpected propo- 
ſitions are eſtabliſhed, and at laſt con- 
catenated into arguments, or compacted 
into ſyſtems. 

At length wearineſs ſucceeds to la- 
bour, and the mind lies at eaſe in the 
contemplation of her own attainments, 
without any deſire of new conqueſts or 
excuriions, This is the age of recol- 
lection and narrative; the opinions are 
ſetcled, and the avenues of „ e erf 
non ſhut againſt any new intelligence; 
the days that are to follow muſt r in 
the inculcation of precepts already col- 
le cted, and aſſertion of tenets already re- 
cei ved; nothing is henceforward ſo odious 
as oppoſition, ſo inſolent as doubt, or ſo 
dangerous as novelty. 

In like manner the paſſions uſurp the 
ſeparate command of the ſucceſſive pe- 
rieds of life. To the happineſs of our 
firſt years nothing more ſeems neceſſary 
than freedom from reſtraint 3 every man 
may remember that if he was left to 
himſelf, and indulged in the diſpoſal 
of his own time, he was once content 
without the ſuperaddition of any actual 
ple1fure. The new world is itſelf a 
banquet z and till we have exhauſted the 
fre!aneſs of life, we have always about 
us ſufficient gratifications : the ſun- 
ſhine quickens us to play, and the ſhade 
invites us to fleop. 

But we ſoon become unſatisfied with 
negative felicity, and are ſolicited by our 
ſenſes and appetites to more powerful 
deligats, as the taſte of him who has 
ſatisſied his hunger muſt he excited by 
artificial ſtimulations. The t:mplicity 
of natural amuſement is now paſt, and 
art and contrivance muſt improve our 

leaſures; but in time, art, like nature, 


is exhanſted, and the ſenſes can no 


longer ſupply the cravings of the intel- 
tect, 
The attention is then transferred from 


pleaſure to intereſt, in which pleaſure is 


perhaps included, though diffuſed to a 


widcr extent, and protratted through 


new cradations. Nothing now dances 
before the eyes but wealth and power, 
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nor rings in the ear but the voice cf 
fame ; wealth, to which, however vari. 
ouſly denominated, every min at {ome 
time or other aſpires; power, which al 
with to obtain within their circle of ac. 
tion; and fame, which no man, howerer 
high or mean, however wile or Ignorant 

was yet able to deſpiſe. Now prudence 
and foreſight exert their influence; ng 
hour is devoted wholly to any preſent 
enjoyment, no act or purpoſe termi. 
nates in itſelf, but every motion is 
referred to ſome diſtant end; the accom. 
pliſhment of one defign begins another, 
and the ultimate wiſh is always puſhe 
off to it's former diſtance. 

At length fame is obſerved to be un. 
certain, and power to be dangerous; 
the man whoſe vigour and alacrity be- 
gin to forfake him, by degrees contrafty 
his deſigns, remits his former multiph. 
city of purſuits, and extends no longer 
his regard to any other honour than the 
reputation of wealth, or any other influ. 
ence than his power. Avarice is generally 
the laſt paſſion of thoſe lives of which 
the firit part has been ſquandered in 
pleaſure, and the ſecond devoted to am- 
bition. He that ſinks under the fatigue 
of getting wealth, lulls his age with the 
milder buſineſs of ſaving it. 

I have in this view of life conſidered 
men as actuated only by natural deſirts, 
and yielding to their own inclinations, 
without regard to fuperior principles by 
which the force of external agents may 
be counteracted, and the temporary pie- 
valence of paſſions reſtrained. Nature 
will indeed always operate, human de- 
fires will be always ranging; but theſe 
motions, though very powerful, are not 
reſiſtleſs; nature may be regulated, and 
deſires governed; and to contend with 
the 3 of ſucceſſive paſhons, 
to be endangered firſt by one affection, 
and then by another, is the condition up- 
on which we are to paſs our time, tie 
time of our preparation for that tate 
which ſhall put an end to experiment, to 
diſappointment, and to change. 
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ſervile hyperboles, and produce all that 
can be found in the deſpicable remains 


Yet as much of life muſt be paſſed 
in affairs conſiderable only by their fre- 
quent occurrence, and much of the 

leaſure which our condition allows muſt 
e produced by giving elegance to 


trifles, it is neceſſary to learn how to 


become little without becoming mean, 
to maintain the neceſſary intercourſe of 
civility, and fill VP the vacuities — = 
tions by agreeable appearances. It h: 
— 4 of advantage, if ſuch of 
our writers as have excelled in the art 
of decorating inſignificance, had ſuppli- 
ed us with a few ſallies of innocent gai- 
ety, effuſions of honeſt tenderneſs, or ex- 
clamations of unimportant hurry. 
Precept has generally been poſterior 
to performance. The art of compoſ- 
ing works of genius has never been 
. but by the example of thoſe who 
performed it by natural vigour of ima« 
gination, and rectitude of judgment. 
As we have few letters, we have like= 
wiſe few criticiſms upon the 2 
ſtyle. The obſervations with whic 
Walſh has introduced his pages of ina- 
nity, are ſuch as give him equal claim to 
the rank aſſigned him by Dryden among 
the criticks. Letters, ſays he, are 
© intended as reſemblances of converſa- 
© tion, and the chief excellencies of 
© converſation are good-humour and 
his remark, equal- 


ly valuable for it's novelty and propri- 


ety, he dilates and enforces with an ap- 
pearance of camplete acquieſcence in his 


No man was ever in doubt about the 
moral qualities of a letter. It has been 
always known that he who endeavours 
to pleaſe muſt appear pleaſed, and he 
who would not provoke rudeneſs muſt 


lome 
h a1 | TRISTIA MESTUM 
fac. 1 YULTUM VERBA DECENT, IRATUM T LENA MINARUN. 
vever $ 
rant, DISASTROUS WORDS CAN EFST DISASTER SHOW 
dence f IN ANGRY PHRASE THE ANGRY PASSIONS GLOW» 
23 No 2 
reſent T was the wiſdom,” ſays Seneca, 
ermi. | of ancient times, to conſider what 
on is is moſt uſeful as moſt illuſtrious.* If of Voiture and Scarron. 
com. this rule be applied to works of genius, 
other, WE ſcarcely any ſpecies of compoſition de- 
ſhed ſerves more to be cultivated than the 
Epiltolary ſtyle, ſince none is of more 
Ye un. various or frequent uſe, through the 
erous; WIT whole ſubordination of human life. 
ity be- WE lt has yet happened that, among the 
niratts numerous writers which our nation has 
ultipli. produced, equal perhaps always in force 
longer and genius, and of late in elegance and 
an the accuracy, to thoſe of any other country, 
r influ- very few have endeavoured to diſtinguiſh 
nerally themſelves by the publication of letters, 
Which except ſuch as were written in the diſ- 
Tet m charge of publick truſts, and during 
to am- the tranſaction of great affairs; which, 
fatigue tuough they afford precedents to the mi- 
vith the ritter, and memorials to the hiſtorian, 
re of no uſe as examples of the familiar 
_ Wityle, or models of private correſpond- 
eurts, ence. 
nation: lk it be enquired by foreigners, how 
iples by bis deficiency has happened in the li- 
nts may lerature of a country, where all indulge 
ary pie. I demſelves with ſo little danger in ſpeak - 
Nature g and writing, may we not without 
man de. cher bigotry or arrogance inform them, 
but tbeſe What it muſt be imputed to our contempt 
„ ate tt f trifles, and our due ſenſe of the dig- 
ted, ad iy of the publick? We do not think 
end with BW reaſonable to fill the world with vo- 
paſhon, mes from which nothing can be learn- 
affection, . nor expect that the employments of * good-breeding.” 
lition up. 1 buſy, or the amuſements of the gay, 
time, tn ould give way to narratives of our 
hat ae rate affairs, complaints of abſence, 
ment, 7 of fondneis, or declarations own diſcovery. 
a Wi hidelity, 
A flight peruſal of the innumerable 
| Er by which the wits of France have 
alized their names, will prove that 
er nations need not be diſcouraged 
n the like attempts by the conſciouſ- 
Ne CLI ls of inability; for ſurely it is not very tho 


| ficult to aggravate trifling misfor- 


e, to magnify familiar incidents, 
Nat adulatory profeſſions, accumulate 


not practiſe it. But the queſtion among 
1 who eſtabliſh rules for an epiſtolary 
performance is how gaiety or civility 
may be properly expreſſed; as amon 
the criticks in hiſtory it is not conteſt 
X x whecher 
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whether truth ought to be preſerved, but 


by what mode of diction it is beſt a- 


dorned. 

As letters are written on all ſubje&s, 
in all ſtates of mind, they cannot be 
roperly reduced to ſettled rules, or de- 
cribed by any ay * charaCteriftick; and 
we may fafely diſentangle our minds 
from critical embarraſſments, by deter- 
mining that a letter has no peculiarity 
but it's form, and that nothing is to be 
refuſed admiſſion, which would be pro- 
per in any other method of treating the 
ſame ſubjet. The qualities of the epiſ- 
tolary ſtyle moſt frequently required are 
eaſe and ſimplicity, and even flow of 
unlaboured dition, and an artleſs ar- 
rangement of obyious ſentiments. But 
theſe directions are no ſooner applied to 
uſe, than their ſcantineſs and imper- 
fection become evident. Letters are 
written to the great and to the mean, to 
the learned and the ignorant, at reſt 
and in diſtreſs, in ſport and in paſſion. 
Nothing can be more improper than eaſe 
and laxity of expreſſion, when the im- 
portance of the ſubject impreſſes ſoli- 
citude, or the dignity of the perſon ex- 
acts reverence. 

That letters ſhould be written with 
ſtrict conformity to nature is true, be- 
cauſe nothing but conformity to nature 
can make any compoſition beautiful or 
juſt. But it is natural to depart from fa- 
miliarity or language upcn occaſions not 
familiar. Whatever elevates the ſenti- 
ments will conſequently raiſe the expreſ- 
ſion; whatever fills us with hope or ter- 
ror, will produce ſome perturbation of 
images, and ſome figurative diſtortions 
of phraſe. Wherever we are ſtudious to 
pleaſe, we are afraid of truſting our firſt 
thoughts, and endeavour to recommend 
our opinion by ſtudied ornaments, ac- 
curacy of method, and elegance of ſtyle. 

If the perſonages of the comick ſcene 
be allowed by Horace to raiſe their lan- 
guage in the tranſports of anger to the 
turgid vehemence of tragedy, the epiſ- 
tolary writer may likewiſe without cen- 
ſure Fomgey with the varieties of his 
matter. If great events are to be relat- 
ed, he may, with all the ſolemnity of 
an hiſtorian, deduce them fram their 
cauſes, connect them with their conco- 
mitants, and trace them to their conſe- 
quences. If a diſputed poſition is to 
be eſtabliſhed, or a remote principle to 
be inveſtigated, he may detail his rea- 
ſonings with all the nicety of ſyllogiſ- 
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tick method. If a menace is to }, 
averted, or a benefit implored, he ma 
without any viclation of the ediQ; + 
criticiſm, call every power of rhetorick 
to his aſſiſtance, and try every inlet x 
which love or pity enters the heart, 
Letters that have no other end than 
the entertaiment of the correſpondent; 
are more properly regulated by critic; 
precepts, becauſe the matter and ty! 
are equally arbitrary, and rules a8 
more neceſſary, as there is a larox 
wer of choice. In letters of thi 


ind, ſome conceive art graceful, 4 Fl 
others think negligence amiable; (one . 
model them by the ſonnet, and will x... | ** 
low them no means of delighting bu 5 
the ſoft lapſe of calm mellifluence; other, i 
adjuſt them by the epigram, and expect ba 

ointed ſentences and forcible periods » 

he one party conſiders exemption frou — 
faults as the heighth of 2 . 
other looks upon negle& of excellence 5 
as the moſt diſguſting fault; one avoid 4 0 


cenſure, the other aſpires to praiſe; ce 
is always in danger of inſipidity, te 
other continually on the brink of af. WW .q 
tation, ; i 

When the ſubject has no intrinſck I 
dignity, it muſt neceſſarily owe it's at 
trations to artificial - embelliſhments, 
and may catch at all advantages which 
the art of writing can ſupply. He thi, 


like Pliny, ſends his friend a portion 
for his daughter, will, without Pliny wh 
eloquence of addreſs, find means of «- Wi Jon 
citing gratitude, and ſecuring accep'» Wi — 
ance; but he that has no preſent to make de 
but a garland, a ribbon, or ſome petty d 
curioſity, muſt endeavour to recommed Woh); 
it by his manner of giving it. ſtud 
The purpoſe for which letters r tot 
written when no intelligence is commu Wl eig 
nicated, or buſineſs tranſacted, is vert 
preſerve in the minds of the abſent «- had 
ther love or eſteem; to excite love l part 
muſt impart pleaſure, and to raiſe eſteen Nox. 
we muſt diſcover abilities. Plea WW + 
will generally be given, as abilities u H larg 
diſplayed by ſcenes of imagery, point the 
of conceit, unexpected (allies, and an- ther 
ful compliments. Trifles always requm ing 
exuberance of ornament; the building ons 
which has no ſtrength can be val Wihou 
only for the grace of it's decoration ad 
The pebble muſt be poliſhed with cu 
which hopes to be valued as a diamond; vt 


and words ought ſurely to be Jaboured, 
when they are intended to ſtand fr 


things. | 
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TURBA REMI SEQUITUR roR TUN AM, UT SEMPER, ET ODIT 
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THE FICKLE CROWD WITH FORTUNE COMES AND GOES}; 
WEALTH STILL FINDS FOLLOWERS, AND MISFORTUNE FOES» 
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ET\HERE are occaſions on which all 
5 apology is rudeneſs. He that has 


nn unwelcome meſſage to deliver, may 


| give ſome proof of tenderneſs and deli- 
cacy, by a ceremonial introduction and 


gradual diſcovery, becauſe the mind 


upon which the weight of ſorrow is to 
fall, gains time for the collection of 
it's powers; but nothing is more abſurd 
than to delay the communication of plea- 
ſure, to torment curioſity by impatience, 
and to delude hope by anticipation. 

I ſhall therefore forbear the arts by 


ES ae on. ads 


which correſpondents generally ſecure 
W admiſſion, for I have too long remarked 


the power of vanity, to doubt that I ſhall 
be read by you with a diſpoſition to ap- 


prove, when I declare that my narra- 


tive has no other tendency than to illuſ- 


trate and corroborate your own obſerva- 


: tions. 
I was the ſecond fon of a gentleman, 


Whoſe patrimony had been waſted by a 


long ſucceſſion of ſquanderers, till he 


as unable to ſupport any of his chil- 


den, —_ his heir, in the hereditary 
Wdignity of idleneſs. Being therefore 
obliged to employ that part of life in 
ſtudy which my progenitors had devoted 
e the hawk and hound, I was in my 
Weighteenth year diſpatched to the uni- 
Werity, without any rural honours. I 
2 never killed a ſingle woodcock, nor 
1 prom one triumph over a conquered 


A 
BS 
4 


4 
- 


At the univerſity I continued to en- 
ige my acquiſitions with little envy of 


* 


he noily happineſs which my elder bro- 


bd 


: ther had the fortune to enjoy, and hav- 
obtained my degree, retired to 
q 3 at leiſure to what profeſſion I 
3 why confine that application which 
2 hitherto been diſſipated in general 
x . To deliberate upon a choice 
| — cuſtom and honour forbid to be 
o ler _ 13 certainly reaſonable, yet 
hs ooſe the attention equally to the 
E lbs and inconveniences of every 


ployment is not without danger; new 


motives are every moment N on 
every ſide; and mechanicks have long 
ago diſcovered, that contrariety of equal 
attractions is equivalent to reſt. | 

While I was thus trifling in uncer- 
tainty, an old adventurer, who had been 
once the intimate friend of my father, 
arrived from the Indies with a large 
fortune; which he had ſo much haraſſed 
himſelf in obtaining, that ſickneſs and 
infirmity left him no other defire than to 
die in his native country. His wealth 
ealily procured him an invitation to paſs 
his life with us; and being incapable of 
any amuſement but converſation, he 
neceſſarily became familiarized to me, 
whom he found ſtudious and domeſtick. 
Pleaſed with an opportunity of impart- 
ing my knowledge, and eager of any in- 
telligence that might increaſe it, I de- 
lighted his curioſity with hiſtorical nar- 
ratives and explications of nature, and 
gratified his vanity by enquiries after 
the products of diſtant countries, and 
the cuſtoms of their inhabitants. 

My brother ſaw how much I advan- 
ced in the favour of our gueſt, who be- 
ing without heirs, was naturally expect- 
ed to enrich the family of his friend, 
but neither attemptecl to alienate me, nor 
to ingratiate himſelf. He was indeed 
little qualified to ſolicit the affection of 


a traveller, for the remiſſnets of his edu- 


cation had left him without any rule of 
action but his preſent humour. He 
often forſook the old gentleman in the 
midſt of an adventure, becauſe the horn 
ſounded in the court-yard, and would 
have loſt an opportunity, not only of 
knowing the hiſtory, but ſharing the 


wealth of the Mogul, for the trial of a 


new pointer, or the ſight of a horle-race. 
It was therefore not long before our 
new friend declared his intention of be- 
queathing to me the profits of his com- 
merce, as the only man in the family 
by whom he could expe& them to be 
rationally enjoyed. This diflindtion 


drew upon me the eny 
brother but my * e "L 
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he ſuffers by his own fault, they imput- 
ed the preference which I had obtained 
to adulatory performances, or malignant 
calumnies. To no purpoſe did I call 
upon my patron to atteſt my innocence, 
for who will believe what he wiſhes to 
be falſe ? In the heat of diſappointment 
they forced their inmate by repeated in- 
fults to depart from the houſe, and I 
was ſoon, by the ſame treatment, obliged 
to follow him. 

He choſe his reſidence in the confines 
of London, where reſt, tranquillity, and 
medicine, reſtored him to part of the 
health which he had loſt, I pleaſed my- 
ſelf with perceiving that I was not likely 
to obtain an immediate poſſeſſion of 
wealth which no labour of mine had 
contributed to acquire; and that he, who 
had thus diſtinguiſhed me, might hope 
to end his life without a total fruſtration 
of thoſe bleſſings which, whatever be 
their real value, he had ſought with fo 
much diligence, and purchaſed with ſo 
many viciſſitudes of danger and fatigue. 

He indeed left me no reaſon to repine 
at his recovery, for he was willing to 
accuſtom me early to the ule of money, 
and ſet apart for my expences ſuch a 
revenue as I had ſcarcely dared to image. 
I can yet congratulate myſelt that for. 
tune has ſeen her golden cup once taſted 
without inebriation. Netther my mo- 
deſty nor prudence were overwhelmed 
by affluence; my elevation was without 
inſolence, and my expence without pro- 
fuſion. Employing the influence which 
money always confers to the improve- 
ment of my underſtanding, I mingled 
in parties of gaiety, and in conferences 
of learning, appeared in every place 
where inſtruction was to be found, and 
imagined that { ranging through all 
the diverſities of life, I had acquainted 
myſelf fully with human nature, and 
learned all that was to be known of the 
ways of men. 

t happened, however, that I ſoon 
diſcovered how much was wanted to the 
completion of my knowledge, and found 
that, according to Seneca's remark, I 
nad hitherto. ſeen the world but on one 
ſide, My patron's confidence in his in- 
ereaſe of ſtrength tempted him to care- 
leſſneſs and irregularity; he caught a 
fever by riding in the rain, of which he 
died delirious on the third day. I bu- 
ried him without any of the heir's af- 
fected grief or ſecret exultation; then 
preparing to take a legal poſſeſſion of his 
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fortune, opened his cloſet, where T found 
a will, made at his firſt arrival, by which 
my father was appointed the chief in. 
heritor, and * was left me but 5 
a legacy ſufficient to ſupport me in the W | 
prolecytion of my ſtudies, 2 

I had not yet found ſuch charms in 8 | 
proſperity as to continue it by any a8 F 
of forgery or injuſtice, and made hatte FT 
to inform my father of the riches which F 
had been given him, not by the pre-. 
rence of kindnels, but by the delays if F 
indolence, and cowardice of age, The t 
hungry family flew like vultures on their r 
prey, and ſoon made my diſappointment v 
publick by the tumult of their claims, v 
and the ſplendor of their forrow, g 

It was now my part to conſider how I 
ſhould repair the diſappointment, 1 re 
could not but triumph in my long lik d 
of friends, which comprized almoſt WC: 
every name that power or knowledge Wi g 
intitled to eminence, and in the prolpe# 
of the innumerable roads to honour and 
preferment, which I had laid open to 
myſelf by the wiſe uſe of temporary 
riches. I believed nothing neceſſary but 
that I ſhould continue that acquaintance 
to which I had been ſo readily admitted. 
and which had hitherto been cultivated 
on both ſides with equal ardour, 

Full of theſe ex pectations, I one mon- 
ing ordered a chair, with an intention to 
make my uſual circle of morning viſts. 
Where I firſt ſtopped I ſa two Homer 
lolling at the door, who told me, with. 
out any change of poſture, or collection 
of countenance, that their maſter was at 
home; and ſuffered me to open the inner 
door without aſſiſtance. I found my 
friend ſtanding, and as I was tattlng 
with my former freedom, was formally 
intreated to fit down ; but did not ftay 
to be favoured with any farther conde- 
ſcenſions. 

My next experiment was made at tht 
levee of a ſtateſman, who received me 
with an embrace of tendernels, that he 
might with more decency publiſh my 
change of fortune to the ſycophants 
about him. After he had enjoyed the 
triumph of condolence, he turned to? 
wealthy ſtockjobber, and left me expo. 
ed to the ſcorn of thoſe who had lately 
courted my notice, and ſolicited my 
intereſt, 

I was then ſet down at the door of 
another, who upon my entrance advik 
me with great ſolemnity to think of ſome 
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hurried away to an old friend, who pro- 
felled himſelf unſuſceptible of any im- 

ſſions from proſperity or misfortune, 
and begged that he might ſee me when 
heavas more at leiſure, 

At fixty-ſeven doors at which I 
knocked in the firſt week after my ap- 

rance in a mourning dreſs, I was de- 
nied admiſſion at forty-ſix z was ſuffered 
at fourteen to wait in the outer room till 
buſineſs was diſpatched; at four was 
entertained with a few queſtions about 
the weather z at one heard the footman 


rated for bringing my name; and at two 


* was informed in the flow of caſual con- 
verſation, how much a man of rank de- 


| grades himſelf by mean company. 


My curiofity now led me to try what 


f reception I ſhould find among the la- 


dies; but I found that my patron had 
carried all my powers of pleaſing to the 


grave. I ormerly been celebrated 
zs a wit, and not perceiving any languor 


$4 


in my imagination, I eſſayed to revive 


| that gaiety which had hitherto broken 


out involuntarily before my ſentences 
= were finiſhed, My remarks were now 
= heard with a ſteady countenance, and if 


2 girl happened to give way to habitual 


= merriment, her forwardneſs was reprel- 


fed with a frown by her mother or her 


| | aunt, 


HE direction of Ariſtotle to thoſe 
1 that ſtudy politicks, is, firſt to 
examine and underſtand what has been 
ritten by the ancitnts upon govern- 
ment; then to caſt their eyes round upon 
che world, and conſider by what cauſes 
| the proſperity of communities is viſibly 
| influenced, and why ſome are worſe, 
and others better adminiſtered. 
. The ſame method muſt be purſued by 
bim who hopes to become eminent in 
u other part of knowledge. The firſt 
earch books, the next to con- 
8 cmplate nature. He muſt firſt poſſeſs 
lünlelf of the intellectual treaſures which 
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Wherever I come I ſcatter infirmity 
and diſeaſe ; every lady whom I meet in 
the Mall is too weary to walk; all 
whom I intreat to ſing are troubled with 
cold: if I propoſe cards, they are af- 
flifted with the head-ach; if I invite 


them to the gardens, they cannot bear a 
crowd. 

All this might be endured ; but there 
is a claſs of mortals who think my un- 
derſtanding impaired with my fortune, 
exalt themſelves to the dignity of advice, 
and whenever we happen to meet, pre- 
ſume to preſcribe my conduct, regulates 
my economy, and direct my purſuits. 
Another race, equally impertinent and 
equally deſpicable, are every moment 
recommending to me an attentien to my 
intereſt, and think themſelves entitled, 
by their ſuperior prudence, to reproach 
me — I ſpeak or move without regard to 

ront. 
of Such, Mr. Rambler, is the power of 
wealth, that it commands the ear of 
greatneſs and the eye of beauty; gives 
{pirit to the dull, and authority to the 
timorous; and leaves him from whom 
it departs, without virtue and without 
underſtanding, the ſport of caprice, the 
ſcoff of inſolence, the ſlave of meannels, 
and the pupil of ignorance. 
I am, &c. 
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AND TREAT OF ARTS DISCLOS'D IN ANCIENT DAYS ; 
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the diligence of former ages has accu- 
CE „and then endeavour to increaſe 
them by his own collections. 

The mental diſeaſe of the preſent ge- 
neration is impatience of ttudy, con- 
tempt of the great maſters of ancient 
wiſdom, and a diſpoſition to rely wholly 
upon unaſſiſted genius and natural ſaga- 
city. The wits of theſe happy days have 


diſcovered a way to fame, which the 
dull cavition of our laborious anceſtors 
durſt never attempt; they cut the knots 
of ſophiſt 
buſineſs 


which it was formerly the 
years to untie, ſolve difficul- 
ties by ſudden irradiations of intelli- 


gence, 
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gence, and comprehend long proceſſes 


of argument by immediate intuition. 
Men who have flattered themſelves 
into this opinion of their own abilities, 
look down on all who waſte their lives 
over books, as a race of inferior beings 
condemned by nature to perpetual pupil- 
lage, and fruitleſsly endeavouring to re- 
medy their barrenneſs by inceſſant cul- 
tivation, or ſuccour their feebleneſs by 
ſubſidiary ſtrength. They preſume that 
none would be more induſtrious than 
they, if they were not more ſenſible of 
Seiclnities and readily conclude, that 
he who places no confidence in his own 
powers, owes his modeſty only to his 
weakneſs. 

It is however certain, that no eſtimate 
is more in danger of erroneous calcula- 
tions than thote by which a man com- 
putes the force of his own genius. Tt 
generally happens at our entrance into 
the world, that by the natural attraction 
of ſimilitude, we aſſociate with men like 
ourſelves, young, ſprightly, and 1gno- 
rant, and rate our accomplithments by 
compariſon with theirs ; when we have 
once obtained an acknowledged ſuperio- 
rity over our acquaintances, imagina- 
tion and deſire eaſily extend it over the 
reſt of mankind; and if no accident 
forces us into new emulations, we 
grow old, and die in admiration of our- 
ſelves, 

Vanity, thus confirmed in her domi- 
nion, readily liſtens to the voice of idle- 
neſs, and ſoothes the ſlumber of life 
with continual dreams of excellence and 
greatneſs. A man elated by confidence 
in his natural vigour of fancy and ſaga- 
city of conjecture, ſoon concludes that 
he already poſſeſſes whatever toil and 
enquiry can confer. He then liſtens 
with eagerneſs to the wild objections 
which folly has raiſed againſt the com- 
mon means of improvement; talks of 
the dark chaos of indigeſted knowledge; 
deſcribes the miſchievous effects of hete- 
rogeneous ſciences fermenting in the 
mind; relates the blunders of lettered 
Ignorance; expatiates on the heroick 
merit of thoſewho deviate from preſcrip- 
tion, or ſhake off authority; and gives 
vent to the inflations of his heart by de- 
claring that he owes nothing to pedants 
and univerſities. | 

All theſe pretenſions, however confi- 
dent, are very often vain. 'The laurels 
which fuperficial acutenefs gains in tri- 
umphs over ignorance unſupported by 
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vivacity, are obſerved by Locke 2 : 
loſt whenever real — and — ; 
diligence appear againſt her; the (allie; W © 
of gaiety are ſoon repreſſed by calm cn. p 
fidence; and the artifices of fubtilty are W y 
readily detected by thoſe who, havii ” y 
carefully ftudied the queſtion, are ng = y 
eaſily confounded or ſurpriſed, $ 
But though the contemner of books 5 ö 
had neither been deceived by others nor ; ri 
himſelf, and was really born with x e. W ti 
nius A = the ordinary abilities of n 
mankind ; yet ſurely ſuch gifts of Po-. Y * 
vidence may be more properly urged 3 Wi 
incitements to labour, than encourage. " f 
ments to negligence. He that negleds | © 
the culture ot ground, naturally fertile | it 
is more ſhamefully culpable than he nun. 
whoſe field would ſcarcely recompente F 
his huſbandry, ti 
Cicero remarks, that not to know 5 h: 
what has been tranſacted in former times, © at 
is to continue always a child. If o o 
uſe is made of the 3 of paſt ages, 3 be 
the world muſt remain always in the in- u 
fancy of knowledge. The diſcovericy $ 
of every man muſt terminate in his own q ce 
advantage, and the ſtudies of every az: lit 
be employed on queſtions which the WI co 
paſt generation had diſcuſſed and deter. F rit 
mined, We may with as little reproach WA 4: 
borrow ſcience as manufactures from hi 
our anceſtors; and it is as rational to lire * 
in caves till our own hands have erette!i ef 
a palace, as to reject all knowledge of ef 
architecture which our underſtanding WA * 


will not ſupply, 

To the ſtrongeſt and quickeſt mind it 
is far eaſier to learn than to invent. The 
principles of arithmetick and geometry 
may be comprehended by a cloſe atten- 
tion in a few days; yet who can flatter 
himſelf that the ſtudy of a long lit 
would have enabled him to diſcover 
them, when he ſees them yet unknownto 
ſo many nations, whom he cannot ſup- 
pole leſs liberally endowed with natu- 
ral reaſon, than the Grecians or ERA. 
tians ? 

Every ſcience was thus far advanced 
towards perfection, by the emulous d, 
ligence of contemporary ſtudents, * 
the gradual diſcoveries of one age im. 
proving on another. Sometimes une 
pected flaſhes of inſtruction were ſtruck 
out by the fortuitous colliſion of bapff 
incidents, or an involuntary concur- 
rence of ideas, in which the philoſop'® 
to whom they happened had no other 
merit than that of knowing their "I 


and tranſmitting, unclouded to poſterity, 


5 7 uently repeated ; 


ere kr W; 
: 8 ems generally believed, that, as 


of hap?) 

hiloſopbec 
5 no other 
their "I 


4 A culties by which it can contem- 
eit own ſtate, and that therefore 
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e cannot ſee itſelf, the mind has 
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undiſciplined and barbarous; or by ſur- 
veying more exactly her ancient domi- 
nions; and driving ignorance from the 
fortreſſes and retreats where ſhe ſkulks 
undetected and undiſturbed, Every ſci. 
ence has it's difficulties which yet call 
for a ſolution before we attempt new ſy- 
ſtems of Knowledge; as every country 
has it's foreſts and marſhes, which it 
would be wile to cultivate and drain, be- 
fore diſtant colonies are projected as a 
neceſſary diſcharge of the exuberance of 


No man ever yet became great by imi- 

Whatever hopes Be the vene- 
ration of mankind muſt have invention 
in the deſign or the execution; either the 
elfe&t mult itſelf be new, or the means 
by which it is produced, Either truths 
hitherto unknown muſt be diſcovered, 
or thoſe which are already known en- 
forced by ſtronger evidence, facilitated 
by clearer method, or elucidated by 


Fame cannot ſpread wide or endure 
long that is not rooted in nature, and 
manured by art. That which hopes to 
reſiſt the blaſt of malignity, and ſtand 
firm againſt the attacks of time, muſt 
contain in itſelf ſome original principle 
ot growth. The reputation which ariſes 
from the detail or tranſpoſition of bor- 
rowed ſentiments, may ſpread for a 
while, like ivy, on the rind of antiquity, 
but will be torn away by accident or 
contempt, and ſuffered to rot unheeded 
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we have not means of becoming acquaint- 
ed with our real characters; an opinion 
which, like innumerable other poſtulates, 
an enquirer finds himſelf inclined to 
admit upon very little evidence, becauſe 
it affords a ready ſolution of many dif- 
ficulties. It will explain why the great- 
eſt abilities frequently fail to 12 
the happineſs of thoſe who poſſeſs them; 
why thoſe who can diſtinguiſh with the 
utmolt nicety the boundaries of vice and 

virtue 


he that light which had been kindle by 
nal cauſes out of his power. The happineſs 
* of theſe caſual illuminations no man can 
on. promiſe to himſelf, becauſe no endea- 
* yours can procure them; and therefore 
ring whatever be our abilities or application, 
not we muſt ſubmit to learn from others what 
s would have lain hid for ever 
ooks e penetration, had not ſome 
nor remote enquiry brought it to view; as 
\ ge- 4 treaſures are thrown up by the plough- 1 
ies of man and the digger in the rude exerciſe inhabitants. 
Pro- of their common occupations. a 8 
ede: Wo The man whoſe genius qualifies him tation. 
ragt. | for great undertakings, mult at leaſt be 
ples content to learn from books the preſent 
ertile, | ſtate of human knowledge; that he may 
an ho not aſcribe to himſelf the invention of 
npente | arts generally known; weary his atten- 
© tion with experiments of which the cyent 
know das been long regiſtered ; and waſte, in 
times Wi — which have already ſucceeded ö : 
If no or miſcarried, that time which might have brighter illuſtrations. 
Nag, been ſpent with uſefulneſs and honour 
the in- upon new undertakings, ; 
over: But though the ſtudy of books is ne- 
his own q ceſſary, it is not ſufficient to conſtitute 
ery are | literary eminence. He that wiſhes to be 
ich the counted among the benefactors of poſte- 
d deter- WE rity, mult add by his own toil to the ac- 
reproach I quiſitions of his anceſtors, and ſrcure 
— — his memory from negle& by ſome valu- 
al to livre ble = This can only be 
e crete! effected by looking out upon the waſtes 
vledee t of the intellectual world, and extending 
ſtanding Wi the power of learning over regions yet on the ground. 
ſt mind it | 
rent. The ; 
con) i) Ne. CLV. TUESDAY, 
ole atten- 
can flatter — TFRILES TRANSMISIMUS Ax Nos, 
long lie HEC AKI MIKI PRIMA DIES, uc LIMINA VIT Fe. 
» dilcover 
nknownto 
.annot {up- ——OUR BARREN YEARS ARE PAST; 
. 3 BE THIS OF LIFE THE FIRST, OR SLOTH THE LAST» 
ith natu- 3 7 
or Eg 
— I N weakneſs of the human mind 
r advance BN ; has more frequently incurred ani- 
wlous 6 RE *OVerfion, than the negligence with 
dents, — men overlook their own faults, 
e age in- * flagrant, and the eaſineſs with 
imes une WR © they pardon them, however fre- 
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virtue ſuffer them to be confounded in 
their own conduct; why the active and 
vigilant reſign their affairs implicitly to 
the management of others; and why the 
cautious and fearful make hourly ap- 
proaches towards ruin, without one ſigh 
of ſolicitude or ſtruggle for eſcape. 

When a poſition teems thus with com- 
modious conſequences, who can without 
regret confeſs it to be falſe? Vet it iscer- 
tain that declaimers have indulged a diſ- 
poſition to deſcribe the dominion of the 
paſſions as extended beyond the limits 
that nature aſſigned. Self- love is often 
rather arrogant than blind; it does not 
hide our faults from ourſelves, but per- 
fuades us that they eſcape the notice of 
others, and diſpoſes us to reſent cenſures 
leſt we ſhould confeſs them to be juſt. 
We are ſecretly conſcious of defects and 
vices which we hope to conceal from the 
5 eye, and ee ouriclves with 
nnumerable impoſtures, by which, in 
reality, nobody is deceived. 

In proot of the dimneſs of our inter- 
nal ſight, or the general inability of man 
to determine rightly concerning his own 
character, it is common to urge the ſue- 
ceſs of the moſt abſurd and incredible 
flattery, and the reſentment always raiſ- 
ed by advice, however ſoft, benevolent, 
and reaſonable. But flattery, if it's 
operation be nearly examined, will be 
found to owe it's acceptance, not to our 
ignorance but knowledge of our failures, 
and to delight us rather as it conſoles our 
wants than diſplays our poſſeſſions. He 
that ſhail ſolicit the favour of his patron 
by praiſing him for qualities which he 
can find in himſelf, will be defeated by 
the more daring panegyriſt who enriches 
him with adſcititious excellence. Juſt 
praiſe is only a debt, but flattery is a 
preſent. The acknowledgment of thoſe 
virtnes on which conſcience congratu- 
lates us, is a tribute that we can at any 
time exact with confidence; but the ce- 


| lebration of thoſe which we only feign, 
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or defire without any vigorous endea- 
vours to attain them, is received as a 
confeſſion of ſovereignty over regions 
never 2 as a favourable deci- 
ſion of diſputable claims, and is more 
welcome as it is more gratuitous. 

Advice is offenſive, not becauſe it 
lays us open to unexpected regret, or 
convicts us of any fault which had eſ- 
caped our notice, but becauſe it ſhows 
us that we are known to others as well 
as to ourſelves ; and the officious moni- 
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tor is perſecuted with hatred, not be, WE « 
cauſe his accuſation is falſe, but becau!z in 
he aſſumes that ſuperiority which wears: by 
not willing to grant him, and has dared W + 
to detect what we deſired to conceal, pl 
For this reaſon advice is commonly W (2 
ineffectual. If thoſe who follow the k tit 
call of their deſires, without enquizy ce 
whither they are going, had deviated ig. q 
norantly from the paths of wiſdom, ani on 


were ruſhing upon dangers unforeſeen, 
they would readily liſten to information 
that recals them from their errors, and of 


catch the firſt alarm by which deſtruc- of 


tion or infamy is denounced. Few that 
wander in the wrong, way miſtake it for 


cd 
the right, they only find it more ſmooth | ba 
and flowery, and indulge their own att. 
choice rather than approve it: therefore by 
few are perſuaded to quit it by admoni. 14 


tion or reproof, ſince it impreſſes no new 
conviction, nor confers any powers of 
action or reſiſtance. He that is gravely 
informed how ſoon profuſion will an- 
nihilate his fortune, hears with little 
advantage what he knew before, and 
catches at the next occaſion of expence, 
becauſe advice has no force to ſupprels 
his vanity. He that is told how cer- 
tainly intemperance will hurry him tothe 
grave, runs with his uſual ſpeed to a 
new courſe of luxury, becauſe his rea- 
ſon is not invigorated, nor his appetite 
weakened. 


The miſchief of flattery is, not that 


it perſuades any man that he is what he 
is not, but that it ſuppreſſes the inffu- ſuch 
ence of honeſt ambition, by raiſing an uti 
opinion that honour may be gained nor 
without the toil of merit; and the bene- of y 
fit of advice ariſes commonly, not from who 
any new light imparted to the mind, but Vice, 
from the diſcovery which it affords of tie ent e 
publick ſuffrages. He that could with- ls m1 
ſtand conſcience is frighted at infamy, grati 
and ſhame prevails when reaſon was de- tecur 
feated. | lle t 
As we all know our own faults, and andi 
know them commonly with many ag: him 
gravations which human perſpicaci) qua 
cannot diſcover, there is, perhaps, no ann 
man, however hardened by impudence Who 
or diſſipated by levity, ſheltered 2 100 
pocriſy or blaſted by diſgrace, who does ence 
not intend ſome time to review his con. orerc 
duct, and to regulate the remainder d * 
his life by the laws of virtue. uy 


temptations indeed attack him, ne * 
vitations are offered by . 15 
intereſt, and the hour of „ e 


be. always delayed; every delay gives vice 
auſe E .nother opportunity of fortify ing itſelf 
5 by habit; and the change of manners, 
Jared I though fincerely intended and rationally 
g planned, is referred to the time when 
only F {ome craving paſſion ſhall be tully Ora - 
tlie tigcd, or ſome powerful allurement 
Jui:y cafe it's importunity. 
d ig- Thus procraſtination is accumulated 
„ and on procraſtination, and one impediment 
ſeen, E ſucceeds another, till age ſhatters our 
ation E .-/olution, or death intercepts the project 
| and of amendment. Such is often the end 
n of falutary purpoſes, after they have 
that long delighted the imagination, and ap- 
it for pealed that diſquiet which every mind 
nooth teels from known miſconduct, when the 
own attention is not diverted by buſineſs or 
refore by pleaſure. 
noni. Nothing ſurely can be more unwor- 
o new thy of a reaſonable nature, than to con- 
ers of tinue in a ſtate ſo oppoſite to real hap- 
ravely pineſs, as that all the peace of ſolitude, 
I] an- and felicity of meditation, muſt ariſe 
little jrom reſolutions of forſaking it. Vet 
>, and the world will often afford examples of 
pence, men, who paſs months and years in a 
ppreſs continual war with their own convic- 
W cer- tions, and are daily dragged by habit, 
to the or betrayed by paſſion, into practices 
d to a wich they cloſed and opened their eyes 
$ rea · with purpoſes to avoid; purpoſes which, 
ppetite though ſettled on conviction, the firſt 
2 | _ of momentary deſire totally over- 
ot that throws. 
hat he The influence of cuſtom is indeed 
influ- luch, that to conquer it will require the 
ſing an utmoſt efforts of fortitude and virtue; 
gained nor can I think any men more worthy 
> bene- of vencration and renown, than thoſe 
ot from who have burſt the ſhackles of habitual 
nd, but vice, This victory however has differ- 
s of the ent degrees of glory as of difficulty ; it 
d with- is more heroick as the objects of guilty 
infamy, gratification are more familiar, and the 
vas de- tecurrence of ſolicitation more frequent. 
tle that from experience of the folly of 
Its, and dition reſigns his offices, may ſet 
any ag limſelf free at once from temptation to 
picacii) quander his life in courts, becauſe he 
aps, 10 anot regain his former ſtation. He 
pudence Who is enſlaved by an amorous paſſion, 
by hy- my quit his tyrant in diſguſt, and ab- 
ho dots ace will, without the help of reaſon, 
his an Mercome 1 degrees the. deſire of re- 
der o ning, But thoſe appetites to which 
Nes = oor affords their proper object, 
4 3 which require no preparatory mea- 
x | 
ation is | 


alway 
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ſures or gradual advances, are more 
tenaciouſly adheſive; the wiſh is ſo near 
the enjoyment, that compliance often 
precedes conſideration, and before the 
powers of reaſon can be ſummoned, the 
time for employing them is paſt. 
Indolence is therefore one of the vices 
from which thoſe whom it once infects 
are ſeldom reformed. Every other ſpecies 
of luxury operates upon ſome appetite that 
is quickly ſatiated, and requires ſome 
concurrence of art or accident which 
every place will not ſupply ; but the de- 
fire of eaſe acts equally at all hours, and 
the longer it is indulged is the more in- 
creaſed, To do nothing is in every man's 
Tower; we can never want an opportu- 
nity of omitting duties. The lapſe to 
indolence is ſoft and imperceptible, be- 
cauſe it is only a mere ceſſation of ac- 
tivity ; but the return to diligence is dif- 
ficult, becauſe it implies a — from 
reſt to motion, from privation to reality. 


Facilis deſcenſus averni: 
Nees atque dies pater atri janua ditis ; 
Sed re vecare gradum, ſuperaſque evadere ad 
auras, 


Hee opus, hic labor eſt. VII G. 


The gates of Hell are open night and day; 
Smooth the deſcent, and caſy is the way; 
But to return, and view the cheerful ſkies, 
In this the taſk and mighty labour lies. 
DRYDEN«s 


Of this vice, as of all others, every 
man who indulges it 1s conſcious ;. we 
all know our own ſtate, it we could be 
induced to conſider it; and it might per- 
haps be uſeful to the conqueſt of all theſe 
eninarers of the mind, if at certain 
ſtated days life was reviewed. Many 
things neceſlary are omitted, becauſe we 
vainly imagine that they may be always 
performed ; and what cannot be done 
without pain will for ever be delayed, 
if the time of doing it be left unſettled, 
No corruption is great but by long neg- 
ligence, which can ſcarcely prevail in a 
mind regularly and frequently awakened 
by periodical remorſe, He that thus 
breaks his life into parts, will find in 
himſelf a defire to diſtinguiſh every ſtage 
of his exiſtence by ſome improvement, 
and delight himſelf with the approach of 
the day of recollection, as of the time 
which is to begin a new ſeries of virtue 
and felicity. 
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NUNQUAM ALIUD NATURA, ALIUD SAPIENTIA DICITs 


FOR WI5 DOM EVER ECHOES NATURE'S VOICE.» 


VERY government, ſay the poli- 


ticians, is perpetually degentrat- 


ing towards corruption, from which it 
muſt be reſcued at certain periods by the 
reſuſcitation of it's firſt principles, and 
the re-eſtabliſhment of it's original con- 
ſtitution. Every animal body, accord- 
ing to the methodick phyſicians, is, by 
the predominance of ſome exuberant 
quality, continually declining towards 
diſeaſe and death, which muſt be obvi- 
ated by a ſeaſonable reduction of the 
cant humour to the juſt equipoiſe 
Which health requires. ho 

In the ſame manner the ſtudies of 
mankind, all at leaſt which, not being 
ſubject to rigorous demonſtration, admit 
the influence of fancy and caprice, are 
$7 o tending to error and confu- 

jon. Of the great principles of truth 
which the firſt ſpeculatiſts diſcovered, 
the ſimplicity is embarraſſed by ambiti- 
ous additions, or the evidence obſcured 
by inaccurate argumentation z and as 
they deſcend from one ſucceſſion of 
writers to another, like light tranſmitted 
from room to room, they loſe their 
ſtrength and — and fade at laſt 
in total evaneſcence. 

The ſyſtems of learning therefore 
muſt be ſometimes reviewed, complica- 
tions analyſed into principles, and 
knowledge diſentangled from opinion. 
It is not always poſſible, without a cloſe 
inſpection, to ſeparate the genuine ſhoots 
of conſequential reaſoning, which grow 
out of ſome radical poſtulate, from the 
branches which art has engrafted on it. 
The accidental preſcriptions of authority, 
when time has procured them veneration, 
are often confounded with the laws of 
nature, and thoſe rules are ſuppoſed 
coeval with reaſon, of which the firſt 
riſe cannot be diſcovered, 

Criticiſm has ſometimes permitted 
fancy to diftate the laws by which fancy 
ought to be reſtrained, and fallacy to 

rplex the principles by which fallacy 
15 to be detected; her ſuperintendence of 
others has betrayed her to negligence of 
herſelt; and, like the ancient Scythians, 
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Joy, 


by extending her conqueſts over diſtant 
regions, ſhe has left her throne vacant ty 
her ſlaves, 
Among the laws of which the deſy 
of extencing authority, or ardour df 
promoting knowledge, has prompted 
the preſcription, all which writers have 
received, had not the ſame original right 
to our regard. Some are to be con. 
ſidered as fundamental and indiſpenſable, 
others only as uſeful and convenient; 
ſome are dictated by reaſon and neceſity, 
others as enacted by deſpotick antiquity; 
ſome as invincibly ſupported by tha, 
conformity to the order of nature and 
operations of the intelle& ; others u 
formed by accident, or inſtituted by ex- 
ample, and therefore always liable u 
diſpute and alteration. 
hat many rules have been advanced 
without conſulting. nature or reaſon, we 
cannot but ſuſpect, when we find it 
peremptorily decreed by the ancient 
maſters, that only three ſpeaking perjun- 
ages ſhould appear at once upon itt 
ftage; a law which, as the variety and 
intricacy of modern plays has made 
impoſſible to be obſerved, we now vi- 
late without ſcruple, and, as experience 
proves, without inconvenience, 
The original of this precept wa 
merely accidental. Tragedy ws 1 
monody or ſolitary ſong in honour d 
Bacchus, improved afterwards into a 
dialogue by the addition of another 
ſpeaker; but the ancients, rememvenſy 
that the tragedy was at firit pronounce 
only by one, durſt not for ſome din 
venture beyond two; at laſt, when cl. 
tom and impunity had made them Qr- 
ing, they extended their liberty to th 
admiſſion of three, but reſtrained tien 
ſelves by a critical edi& from further 
orbitance. : 
By what accident the number of 6 
was limited to five, I Know not ta 
any author has informed us; but & 
tainly it is not determined by any _ 
ſity ariſing either from the nature ot 
tion or propriety of exhiÞition- 0 

act is oh the repreſentation of ſue 
part 


W..: of the buſineſs of the play as pro- 


is in an unbroken tenor, or without 
N 


51. y intermediate pauſe. Ape 4 
I te evident than that of every real, an 
conſequence of every dramatick ac- 
, the intervals may be more or tewer 
un five; and indeed the rule is upon 
De Engliſh ſtage every day broken in 

| Id, without = other miſchief than 
dia t which ariſes from an abſurd endea- 
can WE. ir to obſerve it in appearance. When- 

N Jer the ſcene is ſhifted the act ceaſes, 

* delve WW ce ſome time is neceſſarily ſuppoſed to 
rdour of Napſe while the perſonages of the drama 

_—_— . inge their place. ; a 

eis eie With no greater right to our obedi- 

nal right WW «ce have the criticks confined the dra- 
be con. Wick action to a certain number of 
penlable, ours. Probability requires that the 

"ent; me of action ſhould approach ſomewhat 

neceſſity, þ arly to that of exhibition, and thoſe 

ntuguity; Wn lays will always be thought moſt hap- 
by cha- WW ly conducted which crowd the greateſt 
ture and Bi ciety into the leaſt ſpace. But ſince 
others # will frequently happen that ſome de- 
ed by ex- Bulon muſt be admitted, I know not 
liabe 10 Bi tere the limits of imagination can be 
ed. It is rarely obſerved that minds, 
advanced B+ prepoſſeſſed by mechanical criticiſm, 
£2101) ay offence from the extenſion of 
ve tid e intervals between the acts; nor can 
c ancient BN conceive it abſurd or impoſſible, that 
ng Pein. who can multiply three hours into 
upon 1 velve or twenty-four, might image with 
aneh cal eaſe a greater number. 
as nude I know not whether he that profeſſes 
* 10" ſo regard no other laws than thoſe of 
export” ure, will not be inclined to receive 
2 en i- comedy to his protection, whom, 
11 erer generally condemned, her own 
dels have hitherto thaded from the 
honour e  minations of criticiſm. For what is 
Wow we Were in the mingled drama which im- 
ot partial reaſon can condemn? The con- 
member * exion of importantwith trivialincidents, 
ono." e it is not only common but perpetual 
ſome = n the world, may ſurely be allowed 
ome Fu pon the ſtage, which pretends only to 


de the mirrour of life. The impro- 
priety of ſuppreſſing paſſions before we 
ave raiſed them to the intended agita- 
on, and of diverting the expectation 
om an event which we keep ſuſpended 


berty to thi 
ained them 
\ further it 


nber of 106 


ot ta * to raiſe it, may be ſpeciouſly urged. 
5 but cel. fr will not experience ſhew this ob- 
7 : 0 


jon to be rather ſubtle than juſt ? 
ib not certain that the tragick and 
muck afeftions have been moved al- 
Tately with equal force, and that no 


y any ect! 
4 0 
ature 01% 
ition. 

n of ſuch 8 
part 
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plays have oftener filled the eye with 
tears, and the breaſt with palpitation, 
than thoſe which are variegated with in- 
terludes of mirth ? 

I do not however think it ſafe to 
judge of works of genius merely by the 
event. The reſiſtleſs viciſſitudes of the 
heart, the alternate prevalence of mer- 
riment and ſolemnity, may ſometimes 


be more properly aſcribed to the vigour 


of the writer than the juſtneſs of the de- 
ſign: and inſtead of vindicating tragi- 
comedy by the ſucceſs of Shakeſpeare, 
we ought perhaps to pay new honours to 
that tranſcendent and unbounded genius 
that could preſide over the paſſions in 
{port 3 who, to actuate the affections, 
needed not the ſlow gradation of com- 
mon means, but could fill the heart with 
in kantaneous jollity or ſorrow, and va 
our diſpoſition as he changed his ſcenes. 
Perhaps the effects even of Shakeſpeare's 
poetry might have been yet greater, had 
he not counteratted himſelf; and we 
might have been more intereſted in the 
diſtreſſes of his heroes, had we not been 
lo frequently diverted by the jokes of 
his buffoons. 

There are other rules more fixed and 
obligatory. It is neceſſary that of every 
play the chief action thould be ſingle; 
for ſince a play repreſents ſome tranlac- 
tion, through it's regular maturation 
to it's final event, two actions equally 
important mult evidently conſtitute two 
plays. . 

As the deſign of tragedy is to inſtruct 
by moving the paſſions, it muſt always 
have a hero, a perſonage apparently and 
inconteftably ſuperior to the reſt, upon 
whom the attention may be fixed, and 
the anxiety ſuſpended. For though of 
two perſons oppoſing each other with 
equal abilities and equal virtue, the 
auditor will inevitably in time chooſe his 
favourite, yet as that choice muſt be 
without any cogency of conviction, the 
hopes or fears which it raiſes will be 
faint and languid. Of two heroes act- 
ing in confederacy againſt a common 
enemy, the virtues or dangers will give 
little emotion, becauſe each claims our 
concern with the ſame right, and the 
heart lies at reſt between equal mo- 
tives. 

It ought to be the firſt endeavour of 
a writer to diſtinguiſh nature from cuſ- 
tom; or that which is eſtabliſhed becauſe 
it is right, from that whichis right only 
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becauſe it is eftabliſhed ; that he may 
neither violate eſſential principles by a 
deſire of novelty, nor debar himſelf from 
the attainment of beauties within his 
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view, by a needleſs fear of 5 
rules which no literary dictator 
thority to enact, 


reaking 
had ay, 
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PlyvoTai, & dvIgag priya oiverai hd" ovirnoy, 


Hom. 


SHAME GREATLY HURTS OR GREATLY HELPS MANKIND. 


TO THE RAMBLER. 


o 


81k 
T HOUGHone of your correſpond 


ents has preſumed to mention 


with ſome contempt that preſence of 


attention and eaſineſs of addreſs, which 
the polite have long agreed to celebrate 
and eſteem, yet I cannot be perſuaded to 
think them unworthy of regard or culti- 
vation ; but am inclined to believe that, 
as we ſeldom value rightly what we have 
never known the miſery of wanting, his 
Judgment has been vitiated by his hap- 


pineſs; and that a natural exuberance of 


aſſurance has hindered him from diſco- 
vering it's excellence and uſe. 

This felicity, whether beſtowed by 
conſtitution, or obtained by early habi- 
tudes, I can ſcarcely contemplate with- 
out envy. 
learning in the country, who inculcated 
nothing but the dignity of knowledge, 
and the happineſs of virtue. By fre- 
quency of admonition, and confidence 
of aſſertion, he prevailed upon me to be- 
lieve, that the ſplendour of literature 
would always attract reverence, if not 
darkened by corruption. I therefore 
purſued my ſtudies with inceſſant in- 
duſtry, and avoided every thing which I 
had been taught to conſider either as vici- 
ous or tending to vice, becauſeI regard- 
ed guilt and reproach as inſeparably 
united, and thought a tainted reputation 
the greateſt calamity. 

At the univerſity, I found no reaſon- 
for changing my 2 for though 
many among my fellow- ſtudents took 
the opportunity of a more remiſs diſci- 
pline to gratify their paſſions; yet virtue 
preſerved her natural ſuperiority, and 
thoſe who ventured to negle&t, were not 
ſuffered to infult her. he ambition of 
petty accompliſhments found it's way 
into the receptacles of learning, but was 


TI was bred under a man of 


Er? 1r%sroy, 


obſerved to ſeize commonly on thoſe w 
either neglected the ſciences, or cor 
not attain them ; and I was there! 

confirmed in the doctrines of my 

maſter, and thought nothing worthy 

my care but the means of gaining 
imparting knowledge. 

This purity of manners, and inte 
neſs of application, ſoon extend:d 
renown, and I was applauded by th. 
whoſe opinion I then thought unlike 
to deceive me, as a young man that ga 
uncommon hopes of future eminen: 
My performances in time reached n 
native province, and my relations cor 
gratulated themſelves upon the new hi 
nours that were added to their famih. 

I returned home covered with ac 
mĩcal laurels, and fraught with critici 
and philoſophy. The wit and the {-10- 
lar excited curioſity, and my acquaint 
ance was ſolicited by innumerable ii. 
tations. To pleaſe will always be the 
wiſh of benevolence, to be admired mult 
be the conſtant aim of ambition; and! 
therefore conſidered myſelf as about to 
receive the reward of my honeſt labour 
and to find the efficacy of learning ad 
of virtue. 

The third day after my arrival I din 
at the houſe of a gentleman who had 
ſummoned a multitude of his friends d 
the annual celebration of his wedding: 
day. I ſet forward with great exul- 
tation, and thought myſelt happy that! 
had an opportunity of diſplaying " 
knowledge to ſo numerous an afſemb\y 
I felt no ſenſe of my own inſufficient) 
till going up ſtairs to the dining- room, 
heard the mingled roar of obltrep<9% 
merriment, I was however diſguſt 
rather than terrified, and went forward 
without dejection. The whole compa) 
roſe at my entrance; but when I faw „ 
many eyes fixed at once upon me, 1 vi 


blaſted with a ſudden imbecility - 
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ned by ſome nameleſs r which I 
oy impoſſible to be reſiſted. My ſight 
was dazzled, my cheeks glowed, my 

ceptions were confounded ; I was 

fed by the multitude of eager ſalu- 
tations, and returned the common civi- 
lities with heſitation and impropriety; 
the ſenſe of my own blunders increaſed 
my confuſion, and before the exchange 
0 


ceremonies allowed me to fit down, I 


was ready to fink under the oppreſſion 
of ſurprize z my voice grew weak, and 
my knees trembled. ; 
The aſſembly then reſumed their 
places, and I ſat with my eyes fixed upon 
the ground. To the queſtions of cu- 


rioſity, or the appeals of complaiſance, 


I could ſeldom anfwer but with negative 
monoſyllables, or profeſſions of 1gno- 
rance; for the ſubjects on which uy 


; converſed were ſuch as are ſeldom diſ- 


cuſled in books, and were therefore out 
of my range of knowledge. At length 
an old clergyman, who rightly conjec- 


| tured the reaſon of my conciſeneſs, re- 
| lieved me by ſome. queſtions about the 
| preſent ſtate of natural knowledge, and 
engaged me, by an appearance of doubt 
and oppoſition, in the explication and 
© defence of the Newtonian philoſophy. 


The conſciouſneſs of my own abilities 


| rouſed me from depreſſion, and long fa- 


miliarity with my ſubje& enabled me to 


# diſcourſe with eaſe and volubility ; but 
& however I might pleaſe myſelf, I found 
| very little added by my demonſtrations 
to the ſatisfaction of the company and 
my antagoniſt, who knew the laws of 
& converſation too well to detain their at- 
& tention long upon an unpleaſing topick, 
after he had commended my acuteneſs 
and comprehenſion, diſmiſſed the con- 
troverſy, and reſigned me to my former 
inſignificance and perplexity. 


After dinner, I received from the la- 


| dies, who had heard that I was a wit, 
am invitation to the tea-table. I con- 
| Sratulated myſelf upon an opportunity 
do eſcape from. the company, whoſe gaiety 


began to be tumultuous, and among 


| whom ſeveral hints had been dropped 


of the uſeleſſneſs of univerſities, the folly 
f of boo 


k-learning, and the awkwardneſs 


af ſcholars. To the ladies therefore I 


flew, as to a refuge from clamour, in- 


but, and ruſticity; but found my heart 
ink as I approached their apartment, 
1 al was again diſconcerted by the cere- 
| Wes of entrance, and . by 
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the neceſſity of encountering ſo many 
eyes at once. 

When I fat down I conſidered that 
ſomething pretty was always ſaid to la- 
dics, and reſolved to recover my credit 
by ſome elegant obſervation or graceful 
compliment. I applied myſelf ro the 
recollection of all that I had read or heard 
in praiſe of beauty, and endeavoured to 
accommodate ſome claſſical compliment 
to the preient occaſion. I funk: into 
profound meditation, revolved the cha- 
racters of the heroines of old, conſidered 
whatever the poets have ſung in their 
praiſe, and after having borrowed and 
invented, choſen and rejected a thouſand 
ſentiments, which, if I had uttered them, 
would not have been underſtood,” I was 
awakened from my dream of learned 
gallantry by the {ervant who diſtributed 
the tea. 

There are not many ſituations more 
inceſſantly uneaſy than that in which the 
man is placed who is watching an op- 
portunity to ſpeak, without courage to 
take it when it is offered, and who, 
though he reſolves to give a ſpecimen of 
his abilities, always finds ſome reaſon 
or other for delaying it to the next mi- 
nute. I was aſhamed of filence, yet 
could find nothing to ſay of elegance or 
importance equal to my wiſhes. The 
ladies, afraid of my learning, thought 
themſelves not qualified to propoſe any 
ſubject of prattle to a man ſo famous for 
diſpute, and there was nothing oneither 
fide but impatience and vexation. 

In this conflict of ſhame, as Iwas re- 
aſſembling my ſcattered ſentiments, and 
reſolving to force my imagination to 
ſome ſprightly ſally, had juſt found a 


very happy compliment, by too much 


attention to my own meditations, I ſuf- 
fered the ſaucer to drop from my hand. 
The cup was broken, the lap-dog was 
ſcalded, a brocaded petticoat was ſtained, 


and the whole aſſembly was thrown into 


diſorder. I now confidered alt hopes 
of reputation as at an end, and while 
they were conſoling and aſſiſting one 
another, ſtole away in ſilence. 

The miſadventures of this unhappy 
day are not yet at an end; J am afraid of 
meeting the meaneſt of them that tri- 
umphed over me in this ſtate of ſtupidity 
and contempt, and feel the ſame terrors 
encroaching upon my heart at the ſight 
of thoſe who once impreſſed them, 
Shame, above any other paſſion, pro- 
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pagates itſelf. Before thoſe who have 


ſeen me confuſed, I can never appear 
without new confuſion, and the remem- 
brance of the weakneſs which I formerly 
diſcovered, hinders me from acting or 
ſpeaking with my natural force. 

But is this miſery, Mr. Rambler, 
never to ceaſe? Have I ſpent my life in 
ſtudy only to become the ſport of the 
ignorant, and debarred myſelf from all 
the common enjoyments of youth to 


collect ideas which muſt ſleep in ſilence, 
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and form opinions which I muft not di. 
vulge? Inform me, dear Sir, by what 
means I may reſcue my faculties from 
theſe ſhackles of cowardice, how I may 
riſe to a level with my fellow-beings, 


+ recal myſelf from the languor of invo- 
luntary ſubjection to the free exertion of 


my intellects, and add to the power of 
reaſoning the liberty of ſpeech. 
I am, Sir, &c. 
VERECUNDULYs, 


Ne CLVIII. SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 21, 1541, 


GRAMMATICI CERTANT, ET ADHUC SUB JUDICE LIS EST. 


w— RITICKS YET CONTEND, 


AND OF THEIR VAIN DISPUTINGS FIND NO ENDs 


Tp r though dignified from 
the earlieſt ages by the labours of 
men eminent for knowledge and ſagaci- 
ty, and, fince the revival of Jew lite- 
rature, the favourite ſtudy of European 
ſcholars, has not yet attained the cer- 
tainty and ſtability of ſcience. The 
rules hitherto received are ſeldom drawn 
from any ſettled principle or ſelf-evident 

ſtulate, or adapted to the natural and 
invariable conſtitution of things; but 
will be found upon examination the ar- 
bitrary edits of legiſlators, authoriſed 
only by themſelves, who, out of various 
means by which the fame end may be 
attained, ſelected ſuch as happened to 
occur to their own reflexion, and then, 
by a law which idleneſs and timidity 
were too willing to obey, prohibited new 
experiments of wit, reſtrained fancy from 
the indulgence of her innate inclination 
to hazard and adventure, and condemn- 
ed all future flights of genius to purſue 
the path of the Meonian eagle. 

This authority may be more juſtly 
oppoſed, as it is apparently derived from 
them whom they endeavour to controul ; 
for we owe few of the rules of writing 
to the acuteneſs of criticks, who have 

erally no other merit than that, hav- 
ing read the works of great authors with 
attention,they have obſerved the arrange- 
ment of their matter, or the graces of their 
expreſſion, and then expected honour and 
reverence for precepts which they never 
could have invented: ſo that practice has 
introduced rules, rather than rules have 
directed practice. 
For this reaſon the laws of every ſpe- 


Hor, 


FrANC19%, 


cies of writing have been ſettled by the 
ideas of him who firſt raiſed it to repu- 
tation, without enquiry whether his 
performances were not yet ſuſceptible of 
improvement. The excellencies and 
faults of celebrated writers have been 
equally recommended to poſterity ; and 
fo far has blind reverence prevailed, that 
even the number of their books has been 
thought worthy of imitation. 

The imagination of the firſt authors 
of lyrick poetry was vehement and ra- 
pid, and their knowledge various and 
extenſive. Living in an age when 
ſcience has been little cultivated, and 
when the minds of their auditors, not 
being accuſtomed to accurate inſpection, 
were eaſily dazzled by glaring ideas, they 
applied themſelves to inſtruct, rather by 
ſhort ſentences and ſtriking thoughts, 
than by regular argumentation ; and 
finding attention more ſuccelsfully ex. 
cited by ſudden ſallies and unexpected 
exclamations, than by the more artful 
and placid beauties of methodical de- 
duction, they looſed their genius to 1t 5 


own courſe, paſſed from one ſentiment 


to another without expreſſing the inter- 
mediate ideas, and roved at large ov 
the ideal world with ſuch lightneſs and 
agility, that their footſteps are ſcarcely 
to be traced. TE 

From this accidental peculiarity 0 
the ancient writers the criticks ” 
duce the rules of lyrick poetry, whic 
they have ſet free from all the laws 
by which other compoſitions are co" 
fined, and allow to neglect the nice“ 


ties of tranſition, to ſtart into remote 
digreſſionss 
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Horeffions, and to wander without re- 
ſtraint from one ſcene of imagery to an- 
ys of later times has, by the vi- 
yacity of his eſſays, reconciled mankind 
to the ſame licentiouſneſs in ſhort diſſer- 
tations; and he therefore who wants ſkill 
to form a plan, or diligence to purſue 


it, needs only entitle his performance an 
E effay, to acquire the right of heaping 
© together the collections of half his life, 
E without order, coherence, or propriety. 


In writing, as in life, faults are endur- 


ed without diſguſt when they are aſſo- 
E ciated with tranſcendent merit, and may 


be ſometimes recommended to weak 


& judgments by the luſtre which they ob- 
E tain from their union with excellence 
but it is the buſineſs of thoſe who preſume 
to ſuperintend the taſte or morals of man- 
kind, to ſeparate deluſive combinations; 
EF and diſtinguiſh that which may be 
E praiſed from that which can only be ex- 
cuſed. As vices never promote happi- 
neſs, though when overpowered by more 
E ative and more numerous virtues, they 
cannot totally deſtroy it; ſo confuſion 
nnd irregularity produce no _ 
though they cannot always obſtruct the 
& brightneſs of genius and learning. To 
proceed from one truth to another, and 
connect diſtant propofitions by regular 
# conſequences, is the great prerogative 
of man. Independent and unconne&- 
eld ſentiments flaſhing upon the mind in 
quick ſucceſſion, may, for a time, de- 
# light by their novelty, but they differ 
from ſyſtematical reaſoning, as ſingle 
notes from harmony, as glances of light- 
ning from the radiance of the ſun. 


When rules are thus drawn, rather 


from precedents than reaſon, there is 


danger not only from the faults of an 
author, but from the errors of thoſe 


| who criticiſe his works; ſince they may 
ten miſlead their pupils by falſe repre- 
ſentations, as the Ciceronians of the ſix- 


teenth century were betrayed into bar- 


bariſms by corrupt copies of their dar- 
ling writer, 


It is eſtabliſhed at preſent, that the 


| Proemial lines of a poem, in which the 


general ſubje& is propoſed, mult be void 
The 
firſt lines of Paradiſe Loſt," ſays Ad- 
ulon, * are perhaps as plain, ſimple, 
; and unadorned, as any of the whole 
$4, in which particular the author 
as conformed himſelf to the example 
of Homer, and the precepts of Herace. 


This obſervation ſeems to have been 
made by an implicit adoption of the 
common opinion without conſideration 
either of the precept or example. Had 
Horace been conſulted, he would have 
been found to direct only what ſhould 
be compriſed in the propoſition, not 
how it ſhould be expreſſed, and to have 
commended Homer in oppoſition to a 
meaner poet, not for the gradual eleva- 
tion of his diction, but the judicious 
expanſion of his plan; for diſplaying 
unpromiſed events, not for producing 
unexpected elegancies. 


Specioſa debinc miracula promit, 
Artiphaten Scyllamgue, et cum Cycl:pe Cha- 
rybdim. 


But from a cloud of ſmoke he breaks to light, 
And pours his ſpecious miracles to ſight; 
Antiphates his hideous feaſt devours, 
Charybdis barks, and Polyphemus roars. 
FRANCIS, 


If the exordial verſes of Homer be 
compared with the reſt of the poem, 
they will not appear remarkable for 
plainneſs or ſimplicity, but rather emi- 
nently adorned and illuminated, 


AvTea jack Evers Mouga WOAuTe&o mov, or (Aha 
WOKKE 
Nax, imei Teoing lee lonic9gpoy Emtgoe* 
Hex & &vCgurroy (Te dtc, x; v E 
Ilona & % tv wivre wales dNyt d A] 
Ouuoy, 
"Aovizeey©- avis Yupiv x vie ov ir 
"AAA" 08" g &Tgov; ippiocalo wpnevg H- 
Aura yap oqptilipreiv ataclaninow Silo, 
N19740; & xama HD d reel n exo 
Hedi avT ag © Too aptiAzTEY gi iαA, 
Tay die ye, beat, BLyaTep Ag, ü xa 
naive 
The man, for wiſdom's various arts renown'd, 
Long exercis'd in woes, O muſe ! reſound. 
Who, when his arms had wrought the deſ- 
tin'd fall 
Of ſacred Troy, and raz'd her heav*n-built 
wall, 
Wand'ring from clime to clime obſervant 
ſtray'd, 
Their manners noted, and their ſtates ſur- 
vey'd, 
On ſtormy ſeas, unnumber'd toils he bore, 
Safe with his friends to gain his natal ſhore 2 
Vain toils! their impious folly dar'd to prey 
On herds devoted to the god of day: 
The god vindictive doom'd them never more 
(Ah, men unbleſs'd!) to touch that natal 
ſhore, 
O ſnatch ſome portion of theſe acts from fate, 
Celeſtial muſe! and to our world relates 
Por F. 
The 
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The firſt verſes of the Iliad are in like 
manner particularly ſplendid, and the 
ropoſition of the ZEneid cloſes with a 
No dity and magnificence not often to be 
found even in the poetry of Virgil. 

The intent of the introduction is to 
raiſe expectation, and ſuſpend it; ſome- 
thing therefore muſt be diſcovered, and 
ſomething concealed z and the poet, 
while the fertility of his invention as yet 


Ne CLIX. TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 24, 1751. 


SUNT VERBA ET VOCES, QUIBUS HUNC LENIRE DOLOREM 
POSSIS ET MAGNA MORBI DEPONERE PARTEM. 


' THE POW'R OF WORDS, AND S00THING SOUNDS, APPEASE 
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unknown, may properly recomm 
himſelf by the 3 : bl G 
He that reveals too much, or promiſe 
too little; he that never irritates the in. 
tellectual appetite, or that immediately 
ſatiates it, equally defeats his own pur. 
poſe. It is neceſſary to the pleaſure of the 
reader, that the events ſhould not be anti. 
cipated; and how then can his attentionbę 
invited, but by grandeur of expreſſion! 


Hon. 


THE RAGING PAIN, AND LESSEN THE DISEASE.» 
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keeps an even pace with ability, and the 
tear of miſcarriage, which hinders our 
firſt attempts, is gradually diſſipated as 
our {kill advances towards certainty of 
ſucceſs. That baſhfulneſs therefore 
which prevents diſgrace, that ſhort and 
temporary ſhame which ſecures us from 
the danger of laſting reproach, cannot 
be properly counted among our misfor- 
tunes. 

Baſhfulneſs, however it may incom- 
mode for a moment, ſcarcely ever pro- 
duces evils of long continuance; it may 
fluſh the cheek, flutter in the heart, de- 
ject the eyes, and enchain the tongue, 
bnt it's miſchiefs ſoon paſs off without 
remembrance. It may ſometimes ex- 
clude pleaſure, but ſeldom opens any 
avenue to ſorrow or remorſe, 


SB imbecility with which Vere- 
cundulus complains that the pre- 
ſence of a numerous aſſembly treezes 
his faculties, is particularly incident to 
the ſtudious part of mankind, whoſe 
education neceſſarily ſecludes them in 
their early years from mingled con- 
verſe;.till at their diſmiſſion from ſchools 
and academies they plunge at once into 
the tumult of the world, and coming 
| forth from the gloom of ſolitude, are 
1 by the blaze of publick 
I: ife. 

| It is perhaps kindly provided by na- 
1 ture, that, as the feathers and ſtrength 
|| of a bird grow together, and her wings 
| are not completed till ſhe is able to fly, fo 
| ſome proportion ſhould be preſerved in 
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the human kind between * and 


courage; the 2 of inexperi- 
ence is therefore reſtrained by ſhame, 
and we remain ſhack led by timidity, till 
we have learned to ſpeak and act with 
propriety. 

I believe few can review the days of 
their. youth, without recollecting temp- 
tations, which ſhame, rather than vir- 
tue, enabled them to reſiſt 3 and opi- 
nions which, however erroneous in their 

rinciples, and dangerous in their con- 
ſequences, they have panted to advance 
at the hazard of contempt and hatred, 
when they found themſelves irrefiſtibl 
depreſſed by a languid anxiety, which 
ſeized them at the moment of utterance, 
and ſtill gathered ſtrength from their en- 
deavours to reſiſt it. 


It generally happens that aſſurance 


him who confeſſes his ſuperiority by 


It is obſerved ſomewhere, that few 
— repented of having forborne i 
eak. 
To excite oppoſition, and inflame 
malevolence, is the unhappy privilege 
of courage made arrogant by conſcioul- 
neſs of ſtrength. No man finds in him. 
ſelf any inclination to attack or oppole 


bluſhing in his preſence. Qualities ex- 
erted with apparent fearfulneſs, receiv 
applauſe from every voice, and ſuppott 
from every hand. Diffidence may check 
reſolution, and obſtruct performance, 
but compenſates it's embarraſſments by 
more important advantages; it con- 
ciliates the proud, and ſoftens the ſevere, 
averts envy from excellence, and c* 
ſure from miſcarriage, 1 


umend 


ge. u may indeed happen that knowledge 


omiſeg and virtue remain too long congealed 
he in. by this frigorifick power, as the prin- 


liately ciples of vegetation are ſometimes ob- 


" ME ered by lingering froſts. He that 
: the 1 — 4 l ſtation, though 
e anti- Vith all the abilities requiſite to t ie 
tion be diſcharge of his duty, will find his 
ſon? powers at firſt impeded by a timidity 
W which be himſelf knows to be vicious, 
and mult ſtruggle long againſt dejection 
and reluctance, before he obtains the 
1 full command of his own attention, and 
oe adds the gracefulneſs of eaſe to the dig- 
nity of merit. ; 

Por this diſeaſe of the mind I know 
k not whether any remedies of much ef- 
feaecy can be found. To adviſe a man 
unaccuſtomed to the eyes of multitudes 
WE mount a tribunal without perturba- 
ten. tion, to tell him whoſe life has paſſed in 
che ſhades of contemplation, that he 
and the WW muſt not be diſconcerted or perplexed 
ers our in receiving and returning the compli- 
pated a3 Mi ments of a ſplendid affembly, is to ad- 
ainty of WW vile an inhabitant of Brafil or Sumatra 
heretore WR not to ſhiver at an Engliſh\winter, or 
wort and bim who has always lived upon a plain 
us from oo look from a precipice without emo- 
cannot WE tion. It is to ſuppoſe cuſtom inftantane- 
mistor- WW ouſly controllable by reaſon, and to en- 
deavour to communicate by precept that 

incom - which only time and habit can beſtow: 
ver pro» He that hopes by philoſophy and con- 
it may eemplation alone to fortify himſelf a- 
art, de- gainſt that awe which all, at their firſt 


tongue, Wl AN on the ſtage of life, muſt 


without tel from dhe ſpectators, will, at the 
mes ex- bour of need, be mocked by his reſo- 
dens any lution; and I doubt whether the pre- 

erratives which Plato relates Alcibiades 
hat few to have received from Socrates, when he 
-borue mn about to ſpeak in publick, proved 


ſuthcient to ſecure him from the power- 


inflame ful faſcination. 
privilege Vet as the effects of time may by art 
onſcioul- und induftry be accelerated or retarded, 
s in him- cannot be improper to conſider how 
r oppole [this troubleſome inſtindt may be op- 
iority by poled when it exceeds it's juſt propor- 
lities ex- en, and inſtead of repreſſing petulance 
$, receive 
d ſupport 
nay check 
formance 
[ments by 
it con- 
he ſevere 


and cen 
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and temerity, filences eloquence, and 
debilitates force; ſince, though it can- 
not be that anxiety ſhould be im- 
mediately diſſipated, it may be at leaſt 
ſomewhat abated ; and the paſſions will 
operate with leſs violence, when reaſon 
riſes againſt them, than while ſhe either 
ſlumbers in neutrality, or, miſtaking 
her intereſt, lends them her aſſiſtance. 

No cauſe more frequently produces 
baſhfulneſs than too high an opinion of 
our own importance. He that imagines 
an aſſembly filled with his merit, panting 
with expectation, and huſhed with at- 
tention, eaſily terrifies himſelf with the 
dread of diſappointing them, and ſtrains 
his imagination in purſuit of ſomething 
that may vindicate the veracity of fame, 
and ſhew that his reputation was not 
gained by chance. He confiders, that 
what he ſhall ſay or do will never be 
forgotten; that renown or infamy are 
ſuſpended upan every ſyllable, and that 
nothing ought to fall from him which 
will not bear the teſt of time. Under 
ſuch folicitude, who can wonder that 
the mind is overwhelmed, and r ſtrug- 
gling with attempts above her — 1 
— ſinks into Ianguiſhment and de- 
pondency ? 

The moſt uſeful medicines are often 
unpleaſing to the taſte. Thoſe who are 
oppreſſed by their own reputation, will 
perhaps not be comforted by hearing 
that their cares are unneceſſary. But 
the truth is, that no man is much re- 
garded by the reſt of the world. He 
that conſiders how little he dwells upon 
the condition of others, will learn how 
little the attention of others is attracted 
by himſelf. While we ſee multitudes 
paſſing before us, of whom perhaps not 
one appears to deſerve our notice, or ex- 
cite our ſympathy, we ſhould remem- 
ber, that we likewiſe are loſt in the ſame 
throng; that the eye which happens to 
glance upon us is turned in a moment 
on him that follows us, and that the ut- 
moſt which we can reaſonably hope or 
fear, is to fill a vacant hour with prat- 
tle, and be forgotten, 


END OF THE THIRD: VOLUME. 
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